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The State Government has 
agreed to consider establishing 
a State-wide policy which would 
permit multiple occupancy of 
rural lend. 

The Minister for Planning and Environment, 
Mr Sheahan. announced this when he opened the 
Planning and Development Conference at Valla 
Park yesterday morning. 

This was good news for multiple occupancy 
groups who have been pressing the Government 
to introduce a State-wide policy to overcome 
problems caused when individual councils 
prepare their own. 

The Minister, who arrived by helicopter 
from Grafton. met a delegation from the Rural 
Resettlement Task Force, which is a non-profit 
group based at Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre.. 

They gave him papers on building standards, 
council ratings and a draft outline of a possible 
State-wide policy. 

The members of the group who met Mr 
Sheahan were generally pleased with his 
response. 

Opening the conference, Mr Sheahan said a 
State-wide policy would allow multiple oc-
cupancy in suitable areas, prohibit it in environ-
mentally sensitive coastal areas and national 
parks and provide clear criteria for councils to 
ensure multiple occupancy had no adverse irn-
pact on the environment. 

He said the proposals would be exhibited 
before a final policy was decided. 

Cr Jim Lissaman, of Coffs Harbour Shire 

Council, said that unless multiple occupancies 
paid their way" on rates, councils would face 

an extra drain on their resources. 
Cr Lissaman said it might be possible to 

base ratings on family groups rather than land. 
In reply, Mr hèhan said the Minister for 

Local Government, Mr Stewart, was examining 
the rating question. 

"Planners have to recognise that multiple 
occupancy is here to stay and it has to be ad-
ministered and regulated like other develop-
ments," Mr Sheahan said. 

The Nambucca Shire President, Cr John 
Davies, welcomed Mr Sheahan to the shire and 
outlined some problems he believed had to be 
overcome in the planning field. 

He said these included delays in having 
plans prepared; the cost of those plans and the 
time involved: the requirements that they be 
publicly exhibited twice and the volume of 
paperwork. 

Cr Davies was also concerned that a 
departmental review of planning processes was 
happening without much consultation with local 
government, but, he said that in the past six 
months, there had been some improvement in 
the way the system worked. 

Mr Sheahan. noting that he had been the 
minister for six months today, said the review 
had addressed the problems mentioned, and 
there had been discussion with the Local 
Government Association. 

He said he hoped a draft of the proposal for 
amendments to the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act soon would be available for 
public comment. 
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MU1,111ple-occupancy study 
chance to clear the air' 

Multiple-occupancy residents 
in the Lismore City Council 
area would view with interest 
the public inquiry into 
multiple-occupancy develop-
ments in the Tweed Shire, (he 
secretary of the Rural 
Resettlement Task Force, Mr 
I)ave Lambert, said yesterday. 

The task force isa 'think 
tank' representing multiple-
occupancY interests. 

It is actively involved in 
trying to interest the 
Government in promoting and 
assisting the growth of 
sustainable rural communities. 

Although the Tweed inquiry 
stemmed from specific 
concerns about commercially-
orientated developments, the 
terms of reference would affect 
all multiple occupancies. Mr 
L.ambert said. 

The inquiry was announced 
this week by the NSW 
Minister for Planning and 
Environment. Mr Carr. 

The inquiry had been 
requested by the Tweed Shire 
Council. 

The Shire President, Cr 
Max Boyd, had said that 
speculators were cashing in on 
commune-style developments 
and 'undermining the concept 
of hamlet-style development 
which was intended for 
low-income people seeking an 
alternative lifestyle'. 

Mr 1.ambert said that the 
Rural Resettlement Task 
Force welcomed the inquiry as 
a chance to 'clear the air'. His 
organisation would seek leave 
to appear before the inquiry. 

"It's true that on the Tweed 
there have been more commer-
cial-type developments, 
differing in style from those in 
the l.ismorc area." Mr 
Lambert said. 

"Around Lismore, the 
multiple-occupancies have 
provided small living lots, with 
a large proportion retained for 
common usage. 

"On the Tweed, some 
developers are wanting to take 
a block of land and just carve 
it all up." 

He said 	that 	many  

long-established 	multiple- 
occupancies were upset by this 
conimercial-style development 
because it altered the nature of 
multiple-occupancies, pushed 
up land prices and caused 
increasing council demands on 
residents. 

Mr Lambert brought 
attention to an incorrect 
statement in the Australian 
Associated Press report 
announcing the Tweed inquiry. 

The report said that 'State 
legislation providing for 
communal-type development 
eliminates the need to comply 
with conditions normally 
imposed on rural subdivisions, 
such as building codes and 
provision of services'. 

"There are no exemptions 
for multiple-occupancies. The 
same building code 
Ordinance 70 - applies to all 
developments in New South 
Wales, and local councils have 
a big say in the provision of 
services," Mr l.ambert said. 

The development control 
planner for the Tweed Shire 

Council. Mr Jim Glazebrook, 
said that the council had called 
for the inquiry because it was 
'anxious for better guidelines 
on multiple-occupancy 
developments'. 

MisIeading, immoral' 

"Controls are inadequate 
and we feel our hands are 
tied," Mr Glazebrook said. 

Some developers had given 
prospective buyers 'misleading 
and immoral' advice. 

Examples were developers 
accepting money before 
approval was granted, sites 
sold off the plan, sites sold 
even before a development 
application was made, and 
buyers being told that 
developments were 'ready to 
go' when they were not. 

Mr Glazebrook said that the 
Tweed Shire Council was not 
opposed to multiple-occu-
pancies. 

"We just want everyone to 
know where they stand." he  

said. 
The town planner for the 

Lismore City Council, Mr 
Peter Reynders, said that his 
council was involved in 
continuing discussions with 
multiple - occupancy 
representatives and the Rural 
Resettlement Task Force. 

"We are looking at friction 
points and have made certain 
progress in understanding the 
problems. But we have a long 
way to go," Mr Reynders said. 

	

He 	s a i d 	that 
multiple-occupancies could 
differ greatly on scale: "They 
may be from four homesites to 
120. And when you realise 
that a village such as Nimbin 
has slightly more than 100 
houses, you can appreciate the 
planning problems," he said. 

There were advantages and 
disadvantages in a strict code 
and the council dealt with 
development applications on 
merit, within statutory 
frameworks. 
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The manufacturers of the electronic not 	recommended 	the device, but 
scarecrow pest deterrent are confident Hi-Tee 	is 	hoping 	to 	Convince 	its 
that their product will prose itself in officials this growing season. 
the coming flying fox season, despite The 	latest 	Department 	of 
continued 	lack 	of official 	recoin- Agriculture Press release on flying 
mendation 	and questions in 	Federal foxes 	Concentrates 	on 	wire 	barriers 
Parliament about the deice. and complete orchard netting. 

In 	addition, 	the 	manufacturers, "While orchardists throughout the 
Hi-Tee 	Control 	Systems 	of coastal belt of New South Wales once 
Gooncilabah, still await the outcome more brace themselves against the 
of 	police 	investigations 	into 	the onslaught of the flying fox, we might 
activities 	of an 	alleged 	international take 	a 	hioment 	to 	consider 	the 
con-man who reportedly defrauded effectiveness of last season's tactics," 
the company of $100,000. the 	Livestock 	Research 	Officer 

The Member for Richmond, Mr (vertebrate 	pests), 	Mr 	David 
Blunt, 	has been 	pursuing the fraud Robinson. said. 
matter 	with 	the 	Minister 	for , 	 "As 	usual, 	the 	stonefruit 	growers 
Immigration, Mr liurford, because used every available weapon. from 
the alleged con-man was deported fishing 	nets 	to 	flashing 	lights, 	from 
while under police investigation, the ancient ruse of burning sulphur to 

Mr Blunt also has raised with the the latest technology in ultrasonics. 
Minister for Tourism, Mr Brown. the "The 	philosophy 	behind 	these 
circumstances 	under 	which 	the strategies is that once the bats have 
scarecrow 	was 	displayed 	at 	the landed in the fruit trees, nothing will 
Australian 	pavilion 	at 	Expo 85 	in shift them. 
Japan. "There seems to be a degree of 

Mr Blunt drew his attention to a truth 	in 	this, 	but 	the 	theory 	is 	not 
magazine article which doubted the helped much by the observation that 
technical ability of the scarecrow. nothing is very effective at stopping 

Meanwhile, the general manager of them landing in the trees either." 
Hi-Tee, 	Mr 	Ken 	Hudson, 	said Mr 	Robinson 	then 	listed 	the 
yesterday 	that 	his 	company 	was success of overhead wires and netting 
co-operating 	with 	the 	NSW and detailed new netting materials 
Department of Agriculture for a lull available. 
season 	of 	evaluation 	trials 	in 	the He ended by saying: 'The chances 
Lismore and Coffs Harbour districts, of bats getting through 	these nets 

It 	has 	been a 	rough 	run 	for the would appear to be remote. But they 
company which started production in are 	such 	cunning 	creatures 	that 
a glow of confident publicity less than doubts must remain in the minds of 
two years ago. those 	with 	experience 	of 	these 

The 	device 	had 	caught 	the marauders." 
imagination of the 	Federal 	Minister Mr Hudson said yesterday he was 
for Science. Mr Jones, and the NSW 'very 	happy' 	with 	sales 	of 	the 
Minister 	for 	Industry 	and scarecrow. 
Decentralisation. Mr Bedford. "If it was not commercially viable, 

The device attracted $200,000 loan we wouldn't be in business," he said. 
from Mr Bedford's department, and Asked 	about 	the 	problems 	in 
the 	scarecrow 	subsequently 	was establishing 	the device's credibility, 
chosen for display at Expo 85. he said: "That's all history now. 

But since then. Hi-Tee has had to "Obviously we would have liked 
weather 	the 	incident 	involving 	the more read y  market acceptance, 	but 
alleged fraud, disputed claims about it's a new product and you have to 
the scarecrow's technology, and some expect slow acceptance. 
grower resistance. "We're 	convinced 	of 	its 

The Department of Agriculture has effectiveness." 
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INQUIRY BEGINS 
The 'Fweed Shire 

Council was the first 
party to present a 
submission to the 
Commission of Inquiry 
into multiple-occupancy 
which opened yesterday 
at Murwillumbah. 

The Commission is 
being chaired by Mr John 
Woodward. who was 
appointed by the NSW 
Minister for Planning and 
Environm'. Mr Carr, to 
inquire into all aspects of 
multiple-occupancy. 

The Tweed Shire 
Council submission was 
presented by the shire 
clerk. Mr Jim Nixon, the 
shire engineer and town 
planner, Mr Peter Border. 

Name 
released 

Police 	yesterday 
released the name of a 
medical student who was 
killed in a head-on 
collision near Lismore on 
Monday. 

He was Glen Alan 
Pearson, 23, of the Prince 
of Wales Hospital, 
Randwick. Sydney, died 
when the car he was 
driving was involved in 
the collision in Wyrallah 
Road, near Monaltrie 
H ill.  

the deputy town planner. 
Mr Gary Smith, and the 
council's chief health and 
building surveyor, Mr 
Ken Forster. 

Mr Smith dealt with 
road improvements and de 
facto subdivisions which 
he said could be sold by 
developers, with the result 
that the system could be 
abused. 

Mr Border said the 
Tweed Shire Council had 
sought a road contribution 
of $2500 for each 
additional dwelling on a 
in u I t i pie - 0CC up a n C y 
development. 

He said the council 
required payment before 
any building plans were 
approved. 

The 	council 	was 
continuing discussions 
with those applications 
approved in the shire, and 
the question of a road 
contribution had not been 
resolved. 

Mr Border said the 
council did not accept 
that multiple-occupancy 
was only for low-cost 
housing or alternative 
lifestyle living. 

There was a demand on 

services. 
He told Mr Woodward 

that the collection of the 
$2500 contribution had 
created a difficult 
situation. 

The council had arrived 
at that figure through a 
series of exercises, and it 
was considered an average 
figure. 

	

Replying 	to 	Mr 
Woodward, Mr Border 
said none of the 
developments so far 
approved in the shire had 
been connected to water 
or sewerage services, nor 
were they within a 
reasonable distance of 
those services. 

But for approval, they 
had to comply with the 
council's rules regarding 
those types of services. 

Mr Nixon dealt with 

the rating aspects of 
m u It i p I.e - occ u pa n c y 
contained in the 
submission, and Mr 
Forster told of the 
number of so-called illegal 
dwellings, estimated at 
150, in the shire. 

Blanket approval 
He said any order to 

demolish the illegal 
buildings' would cause 
hardship, and any blanket 
approval for illegal 
buildings' would have to 
apply to the whole shire 
- not just those in 
multiple-occupancy 
situations. 

Anything less than 
blanket approval could 
lead to claims of 
discrimination, he said. 

Mr Forster said some 
forms of building were not 

('ommissioner John 
Woodward has expressed 
a desire to inspect 
so-called illegal dwellings 
associated with 
multiple-occupancy and 
hamlet developments in 
Tweed Shire. 

He is presiding at a 
Commission of Inquiry 
into multiple-occupancy 
which opened yesterday in 
the Murwillumbah Civic 
Centre. 

The inquiry is expected 
to last a week, with more 
than 40 submissions to be 
dealt with. 

The Lismore City 
Council, Kyogle Shire 
Council and the Northern 
Rivers County Council 
are among those with 
submissions to be 
presented to the inquiry. 

Aid Mac Nicolson 
(Lismore City Council) 
also will present a private 
submission. 

State 	Government 
instrumentalities to make 
submissions will include 
the Department of 
Planning and Environ-
ment (two), the Soil 
Conservation Service, the 
Department of Local 
Government, and the 
Department of Agri-
culture. 

Wide terms 
C 0 in in i S s i 0 n e r 

Woodward said yesterday 
that because the terms of 
reference were so wide, it 
could be the end of the 
year before his report was 
ready for submission to 
the Minister for Planning 
and Environment. Mr 
Carr, who ordered the 
inquiry at the request of 
the Tweed Shire Council. 

Mr Woodward said 
arrangements for 
inspections of approved 
hamlet developments, 
those not approved and 
some pending also would 
be arranged during the 
week. 

I-fe said the first of 
these might be today, with 
others tomorrow. 

Mr Woodward said 
that he had no connection 
with any government 
department nor with 
councils, nor with any 
other party seeking to 
make a submission.  

covered by the Act, and 
there was a review needed 
of that. 

He said the disposal of 
sullage and night soil in 
water catchment areas 
caused problems, and 
there had been outbreaks 
of giardia. 

Mr Woodward also was 
told in the submission of 
the effect of multiple-
occupancy on surrounding 
residents, claims of 
discolouration of water 
supplies because of road 
works, and land clearing 
by bulldozers. 

There 	also 	was 
increased traffic on shire 
roads which existing 
residents claimed was a 
danger. 

Mr Voodward asked 
the council representatives 

After reporting his 
findings to Mr Carr, his 
report would be publicly 
released and a copy 
forwarded to all parties 
who have made 
submissions. 

He said all proceedings 
of the inquiry would be 
open to the public.  

if it was a fact that there 
could be siltation 
problems of water courses 
through normal rural 
activity. 

Mr 	Nixon 	said 
inspection would show a 
different problem in this 
case. 

The Northern Rivers 
County Council's 
submission was presented 
by its deputy chief 
engineer, Mr R Stillman, 
and Mr Trevor Gilson of 
the council's 
Murwillumbah office. 

They said that 
significant implications 
could come about with 
m u it i p I e - o c c u p a n c y 
development and that 
would involved access to 
powerli n es 	f o r 
maintenance 	or 
extensions. 

He proposed at the 
conclusion of the hearing 
this week to adjourn for a 
month or so, make a 
preliminary assessment of 
the submissions, and then 
reconvene to hear 
submissions in reply or 
obtain any additional 
information needed. 

He said the county 
cotincil should control the 
extension of electricity 

supply 	despite 	the 
alternative power sources 
used in some 
developments. 

Mr Woodward was told 
that if the power supply 
was not made available 
initially, it would become 
much dearer to extend the 
supply later. 

Replying 	to 	Mr 
Woodward, Mr Stillman 
said none of the five 
multiple-occupancy 
developments approved in 
the Tweed Shire were 
connected to the power 
supply. 

He 	said 	major 
augmentation work was 
required for planned 
major strata title 
development at Mebbin 
Springs, near Uki, where 
there were to be 9 
potential home sites. 

While there was nc 
demand for power scrvice 
yet, there could be in the 
future, he said. 

The Department ol 
Planning and Environ-
ment's submission was 
introduced by Ms Jane 
Stanley, who said tht 
department would b 
making an additiona 
submission during th 
inquiry. 

She dealt with th( 
background of the State 
Government's draft polic) 
for multiple-occupanc) 
which was under public 
review. 

She 	told 	of 	the 
department's involvement 
with multiple-occupancy 
applications before the 
Tweed Shire Council anc 
how it had requested th. 
inqUiry. 

Commissioner wants to 
inspect hamlet sites 



Commissioner John Wood-
ward has expressed a desire to 
inspect so-called illegal 
dwellings associated with 
multiple occupancy and 
hamlet developments in Tweed 
Shire. 

He is presiding at a Commission 
of Inquiry into multiple occupancy 
which opened at Murwillumbah 
Civic Centre yesterday. 

The inquiry is expected to last for the 
week with more than 40 submissions to 
be dealt with. 

Commissioner Woodward said that 
because the terms of reference were so 
wide it could be the end of the year 
before his report was ready for 
submission to the Minister for 
Environment and Planning, Bob Carr, 
who ordered the inquiry at the request of 
Tweed Shire Council. 

Mr Woodward said arrangements for 
inspections of approved hamlet 
developments, those not approved and 
some pending would also be arranged 
during the week. 

He said the first of these might be 
today with others on Thursday however, 
this would be organised through the 

The downstairs meeting room of the 
Murwillumbah Civic Centre was filled to 
capacity for the opening session of the 
inquiry. 

Some representatives of the 41 
submissions were present. 

Mr Woodward said the inquiry was to 
be conducted in four sessions with 
preliminary matters and applications by 
parties followed by primary submissions. 

Each party could read its submission 
and unless excused should be in 
attendance. 

He said because of the wide terms of 
reference there could be gaps of 
information or additional information 
required. 

He proposed at the conclusion of the 
hearing this week to adjourn for a month 
or so, make a preliminary assessment of 
the submissions and then reconvene to 
hear submission in reply or obtain any 
additional information needed. 

Mr Woodward said departmental or 
council representatives could make 
submissions and be excused provided  

they left a telephone number where they 
could be contacted. 

He said questions relating to any cf 
the submissions would be accepted in 
written form. 

Answers should also be in writing an 
handed to the relevant party and a copy 
to the registrar. 

Mr Woodward said opportunity wouli 
be offered all parties to seek clarificatlo4l 
of submissions. 

Mr Woodward said all relevart 
materials for the inquiry were to be in 
writing and documents were availabk 
for public viewing by arrangement with 
the registrar during the inquiry. 

The inquiry will open each day at 9.321 
am. 

Mr Woodward said all parties. 
whether they were legally represented cr 
not would be treated on an equal footint. 

All parties would be afforded the  
opportunity of presenting their 
submissions and putting their views an 
of replying to the submissions made by 
others. 

insPection 	:. 
___________________ • 

Commissioner John Woodward during yesterday s first day of 
hearinas in the inquiry into multiple occupancy. 

of sites .  
ar[angg.d 

council who made the first submission to 
the inquiry,  yesterday. 

Mr Woodward said that he had no 
connection with any government 
department or with council or with any 
other party seeking to make a 
submission. 

After reporting his findings to Mr 
Carr his report would be publicly 
released and a copy forwarded to all 
parties who have made submissions. 

After outlining the terms of reference 
Mr Woodward said in proposing to make 
the inspection in company with the 
parties concerned any member of the 
public who wants to be present would be 
welcome. 

He said all proceedings of the inquiry 
would be open to the public. 

Council presents views 
Peter Border, deputy town 
planner Gary Smith and 
chief health and building 
surveyor. Ken Forster. 

Mr Smith dealt with 
road upgradings and dc 
facto subdivisions which 
he said could be sold off 
by developers and this 
could lend the system to 
abuse. 

\l r Border said Tweed 

Shire Council had sought 
a road contribution of 
$2500 for each additional 
dwelling on a multiple 
occupancy development. 

He said council required 
payment before any 
building plans were ap-
proved. 

He said council was 
continuing discussions 
wit Ii tlioseappttca tions 

approved in the shire and 
the question of a road 
contribution hadn't been 
resolved. 

Mr Border said council 
didn't accept that multiple 
occupancy was only for 
low cost housing or 
alternative lifestyle living. 

There was a demand on 
services. 

I Ic told Mr \Voodw:ird 

COMMISSIONER 
OPENS 	DAY I 

INQ UIRY 
w 
lev 

They said that there 
could be significant 
implications that couli 
conic about with multipk' 
occupancy dcvelopmer 
and that would invok 
access to power lines fcr 
maintenance or exter- 
siOiiS. 

lie said the county 
council should control tI-c 
extension of electricity 
supply despite the alterna-
tive power sources used in 
some developments. 

Mr Woodward was told 
that if power supply was 
not made available initial-
ly it would become muh 
dearer to extend tie 
supply later. 

Replying to Mr Wood-
ward, Mr Stiliman sad 
none of the five approved 
in Tweed Shire we -c 
connected to the powr 
supply. 

The Department 	f 
Environment and Plan-
ning's submission ws 
introduced by Jane Stan -
Icy who said the dcpat-
ment would be making in 
additional submission 
during the inquiry. 

She dealt with tic 
background of the State 
Government's draft policy 
for multiple occupancy 
which was now under 
public review. 

The first 
ne of th 

5ervices pri 
retail and c. 
businesses 
Tweed area 
today, as p 
are handed 
mation and 
paper by 
Proniot ions 
tion Limited. 

During the i 
all Tweed Ilea 
Tweed, West F 
Banora Point 1 
will be asked I. 

an entry for a 
directory being 
and funded b' ii 
I-leadsPror 
Corporation. 

An eniployni 
vey will also he 
ed 	to esmini: 
number of pc 
ploycd in v:ira' 
categories. 

The 	( 
ta/Tweed Pron 
Association's see 
will be deliverir 
questionnaires an 
lecting theni the 
ing day. 

Although all 
esses are expect 
receive the bu 
directory applic. 
proprietors are as 
contact the commit 
the Coolangatta[ 
Promotions Assoc 
if they don't receive 

Once published 
directory will he 
tributed to houseli 
in the area as a 
in the corporiti 
ongoing promotion 
shop locally. 

It will also be 
tributed to tourist p 
such as motels and h 
so local business no  
and phone numbers 
at the fingertips 
holidayers. 

Promotions Corp 
tion committee men 
Bill Brown said 
project is giving 
business people of 
area the opportunit 
promote their busine 
this unqiue form 
localised directory. 

He urged propric 
to decide which busi 
category they wish i 

business to be p1: 
under and promptly 
out the form ready 
collection by the 
mittee. 

Tweed Shire Council 
was the first party to 
make a submission to 
the Commission of 
Inquiry into multiple 
occupancy which 
opened at Murwillum-
bah yesterday. 

The submission was put 
by shire clerk Jim Nixon. 
eni neer and town planner 

(ommissioner John WOOd-
ward has suggested that the 
Department of Environment and 
Planning and Tweed Shire 
Council make a survey of land 
available in the shire suitable for 
multiple occupancy. 

He made the comment when 
winding up the first day of the 
Commission of Inquiry into 
multiple occupancy which is being 
held at Murwillumnbah. 

Mr Woodward said that a list of 
areas he intended to visit would be 
prepared and these would most 
likely be made tomorrow. 

Nine of the 41 submissions before 
the inquiry were put to Mr 
Woodward yesterday. 

These were by: 
• Tweed Shire Council. 
• l)epartment of Environment 

and Planning. 
• Northern Rivers County 

Council. 
• Kyogle Shire Council. 
• Barbara Downs, Viridian, 

tJrliup. 
• John Weller. solicitor. 
• Nullum Co-operative Society 

Ltd. 
• Brown and Pluthero, Jim 

\Vhitton Ducat Park. 
• Couchy Creek Co-operative. 
Mr Weller said in his official 

capacity in the past four years he 
would have had 750 people making  

in(1uiries, complaints, or asking 
questions about multiple occupancy 
in Tweed Shire. 

He said he represented the five 
that were approved and knew there 
were about 500 people in the shire 
living "illegally" with development 
applications prepared and not yet 
lodged with the council. 

In about 80 percent of the cases 
the aims of these people was quite 
clear. 

They wanted: 
To live in harmony with the 

environment. 
They wanted to obtain legal 

building permits and they found 
communication with the council to 
be difficult. 

There was a growing trend to 
want proprietorship within the land. 

They wanted to be able to 
upgrade their temporary dwellings 
or "illegal" dwellings within their 
limited finances without contribut-
ing greatly to the council such as 
through the proposed road levy. 

He told Mr Woodward that 
conditions for multiple occupancy 
were far more stringent in the shire 
than for rural subdivision. 

lie claimed the council hadnt 
recognised the need for low cost 
housing and continually chopped 
and changed its requirements. 

Mr Weller said there should be 
greater injection of government 
funds into road improvements. 

Mary lee Conncry for the 
N u llum Co-operative. Fernvale, 
said it had been formed eight years 
ago and she had lived there for four 

There were nine dwellings on the 
property. 

It felt that council hadn't fully 
implemented the spirit of the low 
cost housing act. 

She said multiple occupancy had 
been of benefit to the Tweed Valley 
and hopefully the inquiry would 
re-open the lines of communication. 

Jim Whitton of Ducat Park 
agreed there had to be some 
contribution to services and its 
application was one of those 
pending. 

I-Ic said Ducat Park appeared to 
lend itself to be ideal for that type of 
development and could grow 
"anything" in its red soil. 

There were no objections to the 
proposal when it was advertised and 
he would welcome an inspection of 
the property by Mr Woodward. 

Couchy Creek Co-operative in its 
submission said that the property 
had five houses but the owners had 
no title to the land because it was 
caught up in a probate situation and 
therefore couldn't get a develop-
ment application from council. 

There was no subdivision of the 
property for financial gains and the 
residents were also worried about 
land tax because of the tremendous 
increase in land values.  

that the collection of the 
$2500 contribution had 
created a very difficult 
situation. 

Replying to Mr Wood-
ward, Mr Border said 
none of the developments 
so far approved in the 
shire had been connected 
to water or sewerage 
services nor were they 
within a reasonable dis-
tance of those services. 

I-Iowever, for aproval 
they had to comply with 
council's rules regarding 
those type of services. 

Mr Nixon dealt with the 
rating aspects of multiple 
occupancy contained in 
the submission and Mr 
Forster told of the number 
of so-called illegal dwell-
ings and said there was an 
estimated 150 of these in 
the shire. 

He said any order to 
demolish the "illegal 
buildings" would obvious-
ly cause hardship and any 
blanket approval for 
"illegal buildings" would 
have to apply to the whole 
shire not just those in 
multiple occupancy situa-
tions. 

Mr Woodward was also 
told in the submission of 
the affect of multiple 
occupancy on surrounding 
residents, claims of dis-
coloration of water sup-
plies because of road 
works and land clearing by 
bulldozers. 

Mr Woodward asked 
the council representatives 
wasn't it a fact that there 
could be siltation problems 
of water courses thtough 
normal rural activity. 

Mr Nixon said inspec-
tion would show a differ-
ent problem in this case. 

The Northern Rivers 
County Council's submis-
sion was presented by its 
deputy chief engineer Mr 
R. Stillman and Trevor 
Gilson of the Murwillum-
bah office. 
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DAY 2 

puts case 
to inquiry 

The Commission of 
Inquiry into Multiple 
Occupancy at Murwil-
lumbah yesterday was 
told that proposed 
developments on the 
Urliup Road were con-
sidered to be de facto 
rural subdivision applica-
tions. 

The claim was by the 
Bilambil, Ijrliup and Carool 
Residents Action Group which 
presented a submission to the 
inquiry. 

It was given by Kevin Tasker 
who told Commissioner John 
Woodward that the group had 
been formed this year after three 
MO proposals based on Urliup 
Road raised the ire of residents. 

One was for 15 homesites which 
was twice refused by Tweed Shire 
Council 

Another was for 31 homesitcs 
and the reasons for refusal were 
the condition of the road. 

The second was now subject of 
an appeal and the third applica-
tion was for 16 homesites and 
council had deferred a decision on 
it pending the outcome of the 
inquiry. 

The group supported its 
submission with a video movie 
viewed by Mr Woodward yester-
day afternoon. 

He said the developments had 

caused siltation of Bilambil Creek 
and council had placed stop-work 
notices on them. 

The residents were most 
concerned that any increased 
traffic would place a great burden 
on what was already a narrow 
winding road. 

He said while the video was 
being taken this aspect was 
emphasised when there was almost 
an accident. 

Mr Tasker told Mr Woodward 
that most people involved with the 
group lived on farming properties. 

Their maior  concern has been 
the bulldozing of rainforests for de 
facto developments. 

lie also referred to it develop-
nient at Tomewin which council 
had reported had destroyed 
valuable stands of trees. 

Mr Tasker said little notice has 
been taken of accepted guidelines 
in steep country, causing water 
purity problems among other 
things. 

He said speculators were 
moving in on MOs and said it had 
earlier been stated at the inquiry 
that prices of blocks in MO 
developments had gone up to 
$15,000 or S20000. 

It was well known those in the 
Urliup area were as high as 
$45,000. 

One had been sold to a well 
known Australian who was 
probably a millionaire for that 
amount, taking the blocks right 
out of the low cost housing 
structure. 

Mr Tasker said the group 
believed that the draft policy for 
MO didn't have enough controls 
written into it to stop rural land 
abuse. 

He said the council had 
difficulty in assessing MO 
applications and before any were 
processed. State organisations 
with expertise should consider 
them and cover all aspects. 

At the moment the council had 
to take at face value what was put 
before it and this had created 
many problems. 

The possible solution to the road 
contribution debate would be 
zoning of areas where MO could 
be developed and zoning by-laws 
applied in many other parts of the 
shire. 

He said if the three had gone 
ahead there would be an 
additional 46 families living in the 
area. 

This would place a burden on 
the schools as well as the road and 
a larger school bus would be 
required. 

The council had estimated to 
upgrade the road would cost 
$783,000 to accommodate one of 
the proposed developments. 

Rating was also considered 
inequitable for MO. 

The group asked that remedial 
measures be undertaken to protect 
any environmental action. 

Task force warns 
of rationg proble s 

Launch approaches 
for catamaran 

Last-minute fitting out is being 
undertaken on this 25-metre 
steel-hulled catamaran before its 
scheduled launching in Currumbin 
Creek later this month. 

The catamaran is the first of several 
Currumbin Engineering is hopeful of 
building to secure the future of the firm. 

The firm %%ill construct a special ramp 

in Winders Park to launch the 
Southport-dcsigned vessel in about three 
weeks time. 

Currumbin Engineering has been 
commissioned to build trawlers in the 
past but this is its first catamaran. 

Catamarans have been btiilt to the 
same design in overseas and other 
Australian boatyards. 

• Work continues on the huge catamaran. 

Action group Ha let sites 
concern Soil 
Conservation 

Ehe Soil (.onserva-
tion Service of NSW 
is concerned about the 
site of any proposed 
multiple occupancy 
development. 

This was stated at 
yesterday's hearing of 
the Commission of 
Inquiry into multiple 
occupancy at Murwil-
lumbah by Bruce l-Iun-
gerford who was present-
ing the service's submis-
sion to the inquiry. 

I-Ic said it was con-
cerned with: 

• Action that an-
ticipates development 
approval by works such 
as clearing land: road 
building and the con-
struction of buildings. 

• Adverse impacts of 
individual MO proposals 
on other residents in the 
vicinity. 

• To suggest means to 
overcome the problems 
and any others that 
might be identified by 
the commission. 

All these were terms 
of reference. 

He said the service 
was concerned that the 
Tweed Valley, being a 
high rainfall area, had a 
high erosion problem on 
the steeper slopes and 
they were mainly the 
proposed site for MO. 

There should be mea-
sures to protect soil 
erosion and he referred 
to the affects of a 
development at 
Tomewin. 

The service believed 
land should be used to its 
capabilities and MO 
should be on land which 
was regarded as the 
lower range for 
agricultural use. 

Any MO should have 
appropriate soil erosion 
measures taken. 

The rural capabilities 
of the shire had been 
mapped and this should 
be inconjunction with 
MO applications. 

Erosion 
worries 
service 
lie said the service 

had provided informa-
tion for two MO 
developments and also 
on road construction for 
a Tomewin development. 

The effect on tree 
removal in catchment 
areas and along water 
courses was also referred 
to in the submission and 
he told Mr Woodward 
that there had been 
several actions taken 
regarding breaches. 

This had included 
court action and the 
requirement for remedial 
action to be taken. 

The service believed 
that all agricultural 
areas classed 1, 2 and 3 
should be retained for 
permanent agricultural 
usc. 

Land use principles 
should be applied to any 
MO application. 

The advice of the 
service should be ob-
tained by applicants. 

lie said MO did have 
less impact on the land 
than other forms of 
development and this 
had been his experience 
at Lismore. Kyogle and 
now the Tweed. 

But 	they 	were 
frequently located on 
steep slopes which had 
been previously well 
timbered or used as low 
grazing areas. 

Internal roading also 
created problems for 
potential soil erosion. 

lie said the council 
did apply standard but 
there was scope for 
further control as far as  

soil erosion was eon-
cerned. 

Solicitor John Weller 
told Mr Woodward that 
with the approval of five 
multiple occupancy 
developments the flood-
gates virtually opened 
for this type of develop-
ment in Tweed Shire in 
I 984-85. 

He said a lot of people 
had been sitting in the 
wings waiting for 
something to happen. 

Mr Weller said that 
some had been living as 
permanent residents in 
caravan parks. 

Some people had spent 
more money on their 
temporary dwellings 
because they couldn't get 
any leadership on what 
was required for an MO 
application. 

There now appeared to 
be a compromising 
attitude towards council 
con t ri but ions. 

A rural road levy 
would be more appro-
priate for subdividers 
and a minimum rate levy 
or MO. 

Mr Weller said in 
1984-85 new applicants 
were faced with the 
prospect of upgrading 
council's roads and one 
has been asked to 
upgrade a tourist road. 

He said he personally 
wasn't against de facto 
subdivisions, provided 
they were environmen-
tally sound. 

Mr Weller said he 
could understand the 
need to upgrade Urliup 
Road, but if the NSW 
Government supported 
low cost housing he 
would like to see it join 
with the council to see if 
there were any other 
grants available for the 
upgrading of roads to 
serve those low cost 
housing areas. 

The Commission of Inquiry into 
Multiple Occupancy being held at 
Murwillumbah was told yesterday that 
any legislation to change the basis of 
rating to one of a user pay principle 
would be a Pandora's box of 
monumental proportions. 

This was claimed in a submission to 
Commissioner John Woodward put forward by 
the Rural Settlement Task Force. 

The submission asked what rate would users of 
heavy vehicles pay on other rural properties? 

Will clubs and hotels be rated differently from 
other commercial business because they generated it 

greater useage of roads and need more community 
services such as police and medical facilities to cope 
with the side effects of their activity. 

The submission put forward by Peter 1-lamilton 
and l)avc Lambert said that the task force was a non 
profit community-based association seeking to 
promote the interests of rural resettlement in the 
form of MO. 

It understood that the findings and 
recommendations by the Commissioner were likely to 
be reflected in the final wording of the State policy 
and also in rating. 

It was the task force's view that there frequently 
appeared to be basic differences in planners' 
expectations, values and attitudes re the expected 
and/or desirable development in the long term and 
those of new settlers. 

Frequently planners appeared to take the worst 
scenario as the basis for justifying heavy road 
upgrading conditions. 

Alternatives that might be considered in the 
regard are: 

• That where upgradings is borne by the 
development the repayment be made on a 
proportional basis if and when other development 
occurs which uses the same road. 

• Making that as a condition of DA approval that 
no upgrading will take place at council cost unless 
and until there are a stipulated number of actual or 
proposed road users. 

The task force was opposed to any open ended 
situation which may have the result of an MO  

application double paying for services or facilities 
simply because there are these two avenues under 
which council may seek a contribution. 

The association can see no reason why people 
living in a hamlet development should be treated 
differently from people living in a block of flats or 
units, people living in granny flats, even perhaps a 
substantial number of people, whether related or not, 
living in a single dwelling. 

It opposed at this time any proposal to amend 
the existing legislation with it view to introducing 
either a head tax, dwelling tax or separate tax on 
improved valuations with respect to MO. 

The only equitable and realistic method to make 
the user pay for road use was through petrol tax. 

Short of this it is approved the present situation 
where the Grants Commission was making funds 
available to those councils who have a ponulation 
increase due in part to MO settlement. 

The association was of the view that: 
• Existing illegal developments should be afforded 

the opportunity of legalising their situation subject to 
the provisions of the draft State Environmental 
Planning Policy. 

• Speeding the implementation of alleged pending 
amendments to a section of the Local Government 
Act to provide recognition of buildings constructed 
without prior approval. 

• Supporting the introduction of licensing of 
caravan parks and camping grounds as announced by 
the Minister for Local Government Kevin Stewart in 
August this year. 

• Supporting the views that an owner, or 
part-owner of a property when residing on the 
property is not required to obtain a moveable 
dwelling licence. 

The submission also stated that the potential 
adverse impact on other residents in the area could be 
diminished by: 

• The planting of trees, shrubs. barner grass, etc. 
• Effective and sensitive siting of buildings and 

other development. 
Si Council acting in the role of a friendly adviser in 

the fornulation of proposals. 
• The quick implementation of the Draft SEPP 

which would have the effect of allowing such 
development to be spread out into suitable areas of 
the State as opposed to being restricted to a very 
small and sometimes unsuitable locality. 
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Commissioner John 
Woodward will be 
inspecting a number of 
existing and proposed 
multiple occupancy 
sites in Tweed Shire 
today. 

lie announced details of 
the proposed inspections at 
the conclusion of yester-
day's sitting of the Inquiry 
into Multiple Occupancy 
being held at Murwillum-
bali. 

An additional 16 sub-
missions of the total of 41 
were presented to the 
inquiry yesterday. 

On Monday nine sub-
missions were heard. 

Mr Voodward said that 
he would get around as 
many of the sites as 
possible today and if that 
was not possible might 
consider another inspec-
tion tomorrow. 

A decision would be 
made today whether or not 
to re-open the inquiry 
tomorrow. 

All who were present to 
make their submissions 
were heard at yesterday's 
sitting. 

The areas to be inspect-
ed today are: 

• Mt Warning Hamlet. 
• Woodhelven, Rolands 

Creek Road. 
• Coal Creek Hamlet. 
• The Big Terragon, 

Kyogle Road. 
• Bvrrill Creek Hamlet. 
• Pretty Gully Hamlet. 
• Sainty and Asbeck, 

Tomewin Road. 
• Martin, Urliup Road. 

• Bruce Lang, Urliup 
Road. 

• Ducat Park. 
• Crystal Vale. 
• Tarcoola Uki. Kyogle 

Road. 

Submissions to the 
inquiry yesterday were 
presented by Rural Sett-
lement Task Force: 
Department of Agricul-
ture: Soil Conservation 
Service; Bilambil. Urliup 
and Carool Residents 
Action Group: Lismore 
City Council: Aid Mac-
Nicolson. Lismore: Ray 
Woolams; Wollumbin 
Homebuilders Associa- 
tion: Coal Creek 
Community; Mt Warning 
Co-operative; i)oug 
Davidson; Wollumbin 
Wildlife Reserve: Tweed 
Valley Conservation 
Trust; Bvrrill Creek 
Hamlet Pty Ltd; Tony

. 
 

Huxley, Uki; Pretty Gully 
Co-operative and John 
Morgan Lowe. Hidden 
Valley. 

Mr Woodward said that 
all submissions would be 
left with the Tweed Shire 
Council until Friday week, 
October Il, so that any of 
the parties can puruse 
them. 

He said that there were 
some from departments to 
come forward yet. 

He said il any party 
wanted to raise any 
objections of another they 
should be submitted in 
writing to the party 
concerned by October 18 
and answers should be  

made 	by 	Friday, 
November 1 back to the 
party who asked the 
question. 

Mr Woodward said that 
questions needed to be 
directed to the actual 
party concerned. 

I-Ic said when the 
inquiry was re-convened at 
it later date he would 
collect all the questions 
and answers. 

"Fm proposing to ask a 
number of questions of 
parties myself and these 
and the answers will be  

put before the inquiry," he 
said. 

Mr Woodward said he 
proposed to ask further 
questions of Tweed Shire 
Council, the l)epartment 
of Environment and 
Planning, Department of 
Local Government, Lis-
more City Council and the 
Lands Tax Office to name 
some of the parties. 

Todays' inspections will 
start from the Murwillum-
bali Civic Centre at 9am 
and are open to the public. 

Ombudsman's staff 
visit Murwillumbah 

Members ol' the staff of the NSW 
Ombudsman will be at Murwillurnbah tomorrow. 

They will be at the Murwillumbah Community Aid 
Council in the railway barracks on the Pacific Highway. 

The two rcpresentaties will be there between 9 am 
and 3 pm and appointments to see them can be made by 
phoning 723003. 

The Ombudsman iivestigatcs complaints about 
NSW Government departments. councils and members 
of the police force. 

The representatives have been making a tour of the 
Far North Coast and the Murwillumbah visit is part of 
that tour. 

A spokesman for the Ombudsman's office said 
yesterday that complaints varied and last year more than 
6000 were received in NSW. 

About one quarter were about the police force and 
the remainder about local councils. 

He said with complaints about councils they were 
looked at as a body, not as individuals. 

Farmers made up a number of people who made 
complaints and this was usually against local and 
government authorities such as county councils and 
water supply authorities. 
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THE imagination knows 
no bounds, especially for the 

to spena 
endless hours lost in their own fantasy 	II 

worlds. A 44 gallon drum at the Uniting 

the ideal thing for young Nathan Knight to 
Church Kindergarten in Murwillumbah was 

icrawl into and lose himself in his own little NOR 
world of heroes and villains. 
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SIR JOH 
SNUBS 
SUGIIR 

DE11L 
BRISBANE: 	The 

Federal and State aid for 
the NSW sugar industry 
would not put pressure on 
Queensland's position, 
Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-
Petrsen said yesterday. 

Sir Joh said the NSW 
Government was putting in 
only $4 million over three 
years while Queensland was 
sticking to its position that the 
Federal Government should be 
providing all the aid the 
industry needs. 

"The sugar industry in New 
South Wales is only the tail 
end of the industry, the main 
part of course is in Queens-
land," Sir Joh said. 

On Tuesday NSW Premier Neville 
Wran announced agreement to a 
package put together by Federal 
Primary Industry Minister John Kerin, 
which included price support, rural 
adjustment and research. 

Sir .Joli said yesterday there would be 
no change to the Queensland attitude 
that Canberra would have to pay the lot. 

"The Commonwealth Government are 
an outrageous Government," Sir Joh 
said. 

"They gave the Labor States hundreds 
of millions of dollars at the last Premiers' 
conference and took it off us. 

"It's nothing short of scandal. 
"We are supporting very heavily the 

Labor States, but that's something that 
vill be changed at the next Federal 
election, if I'm still alive." 

Sir Joh said Mr Kerin could 'jump in 
the lake' again with his stand on aid. 

"He can jump in two lakes or even 
three lakes if he likes, his threatening 
won't make any difference," he said. 

"They've got to play their part and 

Brereton 
meets 

Pie 
Page 3 

Queensland 
won't pay 
half costs 

they can't get out of it," the Premier 
said. 

Sugar farmers from Mossman to 
Beenicigh will gather in Townsville next 
week to determine what amount of 
change they will accept for their 
industry. 

Queensland Canegrowers' Council 
spokesman Bill Kerr said 30 representa-
Lives would discuss industry deregulation 
at the meeting on Wednesday. 

The meeting's decision would be 
reported to State Primary Industry 
Minister Neil Turner on October 14.the 
deadline set at talks between the 
Government and cane industry 
representatives. 

The new round of discussions is aimed 
at reaching a joint industry position on 
the amount of deregulation it will accept 
before the State Government has talks 
with the Federal Government on an aid 
package for the ailing industry. 

It follows an outcry last week from 
cane growers who said the State 
Government had sold them out by 
accepting substantial deregulation of the 
industry in talks with the Federal 
Government. 

Mr Kerr said the Federal Government 
required sonic degree of deregulation 
before it proceeded with a price support 
package. 

He said cane growers were disappoint-
ed the Queensland Government was 
continuing to refuse to consider a joint 
Federal-State aid deal. 

"We've never said the Queensland 
Government should go 50-50, but we feel 
they should put something in. The actual 
amount would be something for the two 
governments to decide," he said. 



The Commission of Inquiry into 
Multiple Occupancy being held at 
Murwillumbah was told yesterday that 
any legislation to change the basis of 
rating to one of a user pay principle 
would be a Pandora's box of 
monumental proportions. 

This was claimed in a submission to 
Commissioner John Woodward put forward by 
the Rural Settlement Task Force. 

The submission asked what rate would users of 
heavy vehicles pay on othcr rural properties? 

Will clubs and hotels be rated differently from 
other commercial business because they generated a 
greater uscage of roads and need more community 
services such as police and medical facilities to cope 
with the side effects of their activity. 

The submission put forward by Peter Hamilton 
and Dave Lambert said that the task force was a non 
profit community-based association seeking to 
promote the interests of rural resettlement in the 
form of MO. 

It understood that the findings and 
recommendations by the Commissioner were likely to 
be reflected in the final wording of the State policy 
and also in rating. 

It was the task force's view that there frequently 
appeared to be basic differences in planners' 
expectations, values and attitudes re the expected 
and/or desirable development in the long term and 
those of new settlers. 

Frequently planners appeared td take the worst 
scenario as the basis for justifying heavy road 
upgrading conditions. 

Alternatives that might be considered in the 
regard are: 

• That where upgradings is borne by the 
development the repayment be made on a 
proportional basis if and when other development 
occurs which uses the same road. 

• Making that as a condition of DA approval that 
no upgrading will take place at council cost unless 
and until there are a stipulated number of actual or 
proposed road users. 

The task force was opposed to any open ended 
situation which may have the result of an MO 
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application double paying for services or facilities 
simply because there are these two avenues under 
which council may seek a contribution. 

The association can see no reason why people 
living in a hamlet development should be treated 
differently from people living in a block of flats or 
units, people living in granny flats, even perhaps a 
substantial number of people, whether related or not, 
living in a single dwelling. 

It opposed at this time any proposal to amend 
the existing legislation with a view to introducing 
either a head tax, dwelling tax or separate tax on 
improved valuations with respect to MO. 

The only equitable and realistic method to make 
the user pay for road use was through petrol tax. 

Short of this it is approved the present situation 
where the Grants Commission was making funds 
available to those councils who have a population 
increase due in part to MO settlement. 

The association was of the view that: 
• Existing illegal developments should be afforded 

the opportunity of legalising their situation subject to 
the provisions of the draft State Environmental 
Planning Policy. 

• Speeding the implementation of alleged pending 
amendments to a section of the Local Government 
Act to provide recognition of buildings constructed 
without prior approval. 

• Supporting the introduction of licensing of 
caravan parks and camping grounds as announced by 
the Minister for Local Government Kevin Stewart in 
August this year. 

• Supporting the views that an owner, or 
part-owner of a property when residing on the 
property is not required to obtain a moveable 
dwelling Iicenee 

The submission also stated that the potential 
adverse impact on other residents in the area could be 
diminished by: - 

• The planting of trees, shrubs, barner grass, etc. 
• Effective and sensitive siting of buildings and 

other development. 
• Council acting in the role of a friendly adviser in 

the formulation of proposals. 
• The quick implementation of the Draft SEPP 

which would have the effect of allowing such 
development to be spread out into suitable areas of 
the State as opposed to being restricted to a very 
small and sometimes unsuitable locality. 
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the Rural Rcsettlemeni 
Task Force to the 
Commission of Inquiry 
into multiple occupancy 
in Twced Shire covered 
almost 70 foolscap 
pages. 

It had live separate 
sections and 28 appen-
dices. 

The submission also 
contained comments and 
recommendations arising 
from primary submissions 
by several organisations. 

These were Tweed Shire 
Council, Lismore Cit) 
Council, Kyogle Shire 
Council. Land Commis-
sion, Northern Rivers 
County Council, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
Department of Local 
Government, Soil 
Conservation Service, 
Johnson Farm Man-
agement and the Depart-
ment of Planning and 
Environment. 

The Task Force in its 
summary of recommenda-
tions dealt with eight 
eparate sections. 

These were: 
• Problems encountered 

by the council in applying 
the present provisions of 
LEP No. 6 Shire of 

ced. 
• The determination of 

an equitable formula for 
arriving at contributions 
under Section 94 towards 
council provided services 
and facilities. 

• The implications of 
MO development for the 
pro\ision of other services 
and facilities. 

•The need for an 
equitable system to rate 
properties with MO  

with the actual residential 
occupation of the 'snd 

• Schemes in conflict 
with MO objectives whiçh 
involve small areas of 
common land and large 
areas effectively alienated 
to individual management 
or residential subdivision. 

• Action that anti-
cipates development ap-
proval such as clearing 
land, road building and. 
the construction of build-
ings. 

• Adverse impacts on 
individual MO proposals 
on other residents in the 
vicinity. 

• Means suggested to 
overcome these problems 
and any others that might 
be identified by the 
commission. 

Sonic of the recom-
mendations under the 
various sections were: 

• "That the commission 
recommend that the 
SEEP 15 provide there be 
no minimum lot size for 
MO development (i.e. that 
the present 40 ha miii-
imum be deleted and that 
council consider each case 
on its merits). 

• "That clause I 2A (2) 
(b) be retained to give 
effect to the provision that 
MO be owned in its 
entirety in common by at 
least two thirds of all 
adults residing on the 
land, or is otherwise 
owned on behalf of those 
persons". 

• "That council does 
have adequate jurisdiction 
to assess and determine the 
nature of internal roads". 

• That the 'vast number 
of complaints ... caused 
by the construction of  

primarily to be related to 
non bona-fide MO 
development". 

• "That the attention of 
the Minister for Planning 
and Environment be 
drawn to the immunity 
with which trees of 
significance may be, and it 
appears recently have 
been, destroyed in the 
Tweed Shire area and that 
if immediate rectification 
by council is not forth. 
coming that consideration 
be given by the Minister to 
issuing an appropriate 
directive, or if necessary 
relieving the council of its 
planning jurisdiction". 

• "That if a breach of 
the Tree Preservation 
Order occurs council 
automatically take action 
to seek redress as provided 
by the: 

I. Imposition of Ii fine 
up to $20,000 and 

The replanting of 
nominated trees and their 
maintenance to maturity 
and 

Provision of security 
to cover default". 

• "That a uniform 
standard of construction 
for internal roads should 
not be adopted and that 
construction need not be 
supervised by a qualified 
engineer". 

• "That where a Sec-
tion 94 contribution is 
applicable to a MO 
development:- 

an option always be 
provided for a time 
payment arrangement; 

no payment need 
commence prior to the 
first building application 
approval; and  

provided for 'la dnd' 
payments". 

•"That subject to 
preceding recommenda-
tion the following max-
imum contributions are 
recommended:- 

Roads and brid ges 
maximum of $1500 per 

dwelling. 
Community facili-

ties - maximum of $150 
per dwelling. 

Open space - 
maximum of $150 per 
d vel ling. 

Bush fire fighting 
facilities - m.ximur" UI 

$150 per dwelling". 
• "That it be recom-

mended to the Minister 
for Natural Resources 
Janice Crosio that local 
electricity authorities be 
advised of the Govern-
mcnt's policy in support ci 
the use of renewable 
energy resources: and to 
take appropriate steps I: 
ensure that such authori-
ties do not lend weight to 
local government councilS 
by recommending the 
supply of mains power, as 
a condition of MO 
development approval". 

• "That MO communi-
tics pose no unusual 
specific 'threat' to tradi-
tional non-intensive rural 
agricultural develop-
men t". 

• "That the use of 
'buffer zoning' not be 
required between MO 
communities and non-
intensive rural agricultural 
development". 

• "That MO develop-
ment be permissible with 
council approval on prime 
agricultural land 
developed in pursuant to  

the draft SEPP and in 
particular the clause 
which provides that land 
on which the dwellings are 
situated is not prime crop 
and pasture land". 

0 "That the present 
options open to council for 
rating should not be 
changed". 

• "That the council may 
opt, where appropriate, to 
require as a condition of 
approval, that the ap-
proval will lapse if at the 
expiration of a specified 
period, specific conditions 
have not been fulfilled, or 
developmcnt.as applied for 
has not occurred". 

• "That where the 
council considers a MO 
application is ques-
tionable, due to its size or 
bona-fidcs etc., council 
recommends that the 
application be withdrawn 
and re-submitted for 
re-zoning as a 'rural 
residential' area". 

• "That is respect of 
construction carried out 
without council consent, a 
section of the Act gives  

council discretion in that it 
'may' order demolition, or 
it 'may' order the doing of 
"such work as is necessary 
to make the building 
comply with the Act" or it 
'may' choose to take no 
action. The issuing of a 
demolition should be an 
action of last resort only 
and that in the first 
instance rectification of 
the situation be sought by 
council on as co-operative 
a basis with the owners as 
practical". 

0"That as far as is 
practicable the application 
of building regulations be 
based upon the 'perform-
ance criteria' and that, 
where possible there be 
'deregulation' of buildings 
codes in accordance with  

- 

objections of the Australia 
Uniform Building Regula-
tions Co-ordinating Coun-
cil".. 

• "That existing illegal 
MO development be 
afforded the opportunity 
of legalisation as provided, 
if this is considered to be 
not technically possible 
then adopting a policy 
such as to give effect to 
the spirit of this policy". 

•"That the proposed 
licensingof caravan parks 
and camping grounds be 
introduced as a matter of 

and that when 
introduced, this provision 
be used by applicants as 
one option to facilititate 
non share holders residing 
on MO land or potential 
MO land". 
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The public hearing of submis- 	Murwillumbah yesterday. 

	

sions into the Commission of 	Commissioner John Woodward 

	

Inquiry into multiple occupancy 	will now consider all the 51 

	

in iwecci Shire 	ConLludcd at 	submissions and additional informa- 
tion before preparing a report some 

	

-. 	S  • 	
time in the new year. 

The report will thcn go to the 
- 	 NS\V Minister for Planning and 

Environment Bob Carr before being 
made public. 

It is expected that this will not be 

	

S 	 until around March next year. 
The Commission of Inquiry was 

- 	ordered by Mr Carr at the request of 
Tweed Shire Council. 

	

........ 	I 	It began at Murwillumbah early in 
October and was re-convened again 

. 	on Tuesday and concluded yesterday. 
Most of the two days' sitting was 

taken up with a detailed and 
comprehensive submission from the 
Rural Settlement Task Force based 

.... 	•:.-' 	.. 	 at Nimbin. 

	

J 	Tweed Shire Council in part of its 
submission told Commissioner 
Woodward that it had received about 

• Commissioner 	300 submissions following the public 

	

John 	Woodward 	exhibition of its draft Local  

iod.ent 
Environmental Plan and it was 
hoping Commissioner Woodward's 
report would be available before it 
finalised that plan. 

(The draft LEP was dealt with at a 
special town planning conmittec  

of the council yesterday 
which was iii oiiijujttec. 

Earlier the council had carried out 
a number of inspections throughout 
the shire). 

Also this week it was stated that a 
firm NSW Government policy on 
multiple occupancy development was 
expected early next year. 

Mr Crr said that a draft State 
environmental planning policy on 
multiple occupancy had generated a 
significant response. 

He said that more than 60 local 
government councils as well as 
individuals and community groups 
had provided comments on the draft 
policy. 

At Tuesday's sitting of the 
Commission of Inquiry, Commis-
sier Woodwaj-d said he had made 

rangements for those submissions 

fs4nqL 
from the State-wide plan to be made 
available to him so that he could take 
them into consideration when 
compiling his report. 

Commenting on the State-wide 
plan, Mr Carr said "Multiple 

a y iu' 'lv': building dwellings 
on a single paicel of tujal laud which 
is to be jointly owned, managed or 
occupied". 

"The draft policy reflects the 
Government's continued support for 
multiple occupancy of rural land, but 
this support is based on the strong 
belief that most multiple occupancies 
wish to co-operate and conform with 
the law. 

"Present planning law does not 
make adequate provision for such 
development. 

"Under the proposed policy, 
multiple occupancy developments 
would be permitted with council 
consent in rural zones outside the 
major metropolitan areas of Sydney, 
Newcastle and Wollongong," he said. 

"Such consent would be subject to 
the protection of environmentally  

ry 
sensitive areas and prime crop and 
pasture land and would take into 
account the capability of the land for 
the proposed use," said Mr Carr. 

"The Department of Environment 
and Planning is now reviewing the 
ciihmjcsjnnc and the issues raised will 
be taken into account before a 
decision on the policy is taken in the 
new year." 

The Minister said that he expected 
existing illegal multiple occupancies 
to submit development applications to 
the relevant councils. 

"Councils then will have a 
responsibility to administer the 
multiple occupancy policy when it is 
made, in a humane and sensitive 
way," he said. 

"Any further multiple occupancy 
development which occurs outside the 
requirements of the policy will be 
reviewed with concern." 

• See story on Task Force 
submission 
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UNIVERSITY 
ENTERS 
IN UIRY 

The University of NSW 
became the 51st organisation 
to make a submission to the 
Commission of Inquiry into 
Multiple Occupancy which 
was reconvened at Murwil-
lumbah yesterday. 

In its submission it stated that it 
had been carrying out field work 
during the past two months starting 
in the southern part of the State 
working north. 

it would be looking at Tweed Shire 
soon and hoped to have its draft findings 
on multiple occupancy with a study of 
land use and management in particular 
available in January 1986. 

They would be made available to 
(ommissioner Woodward. 

The submission said that the 
university was trying to get some 
measure of use and the productivity of 
multiple occupancies which it tended to 
refer to as rural sharing communities. 

It was looking at self-servicing and 
self-providing and had discovered a 
ntunher of outside activities generated 
within a multiple occupancy. 

There had also been a high degree of 
land rehabilitation especially through 
re-a Iforcstation. 

In general there was a large scale 
undertaking of biological agricultural 
activities. 

It had found that in several 
communities they were 90 percent 
sclf-sufficient and many virtually 100 
percent self-serviced. 

Counc,i 

Roading was possibly the most 
contentious issue. 

Two things stood out. 
One was that all communities had a 

high degree of bookkeeping and it was 
admitted that had been a surprise. 

They had set aside sonic gross income 
for reserve funds and this was contrary 
to some previous survey findings. 

Some were in financial stress and 
desperately short of capital but only one 
had been found to be actually in debt. 

The second finding was that they were 
short of labor. 

One basic test in making the survey 
was that the land was owned in common. 

Another submission was put forward 
by Byrill Creek and it endorsed that of 
the Rural Resettlement Task Force and 
called for the publication of a handbook 
as a guide to setting up a multiple 
occupancy. 

Commissioner Woodward said that 
was being looked at now by the NSW 
Government. 

The submission also asked that they be 
treated equally with all other residents, 
by service authorities and also to be 
eligible for first home grants. 

The Wollumbin Home Builders' 
Association in an additional submission 
also endosed that the Task Force and the 
need for a good advice book. 

It also claimed the Tweed Shire's tree 
preservation order didn't protect trees 
across the whole shire. 

Commissioner Woodward said that in 
relation to making information available 
maybe councils could become the 
contact point. 

seeks 
early f'ind'ing 

Yesterday's sitting of 
the Commission of 
Inquiry into Multiple 
Occupancy at Murwil-
lumbah, was told that 
Tweed Shire Council 
was hoping its findings 
would be available 
when it was making a 
final decision on the 
Local Environmental 
Plan for the shire. 

Council's deputy town 
planner. Gary Smith, was 
making the council's final 
subniission to the inquiry. 

Mr Smith said it was a 
brief submission and 
council felt that with what 
it h a d put forward 
previously and inspections 
carried out by Coniniis-
sioner Woodward he 
would be able to make a 
decision. 

lie said the public 
exhibition of the council's 
draft LEP had concluded 
a ad a special town 
ala arming committee meet- 

today was to decide 
ether there would be a 

rormal inquiry into the 
plan or not or how it 
iruld be dealt with now. 

\ked by Commissioner 
Woodward if it had been a 
contentious issue. Mr 
Smith said there had been 
in excess of 300 subniis-
sioris but he would have  

expected more For a 
shire-wide plan. 

lie said he hadn't gone 
through the submissions in 
detail and there were very 
few relating to multiple 
occupancy in particular. 

"Those we have could 
be made available to you," 
he told Commissioner 
Woodward. 

He also told Commis-
sioner Woodward in 
response to a question that 
council could make avail-
able to him details of any 
application council might 
make for grants or if it 
could seek funding on the 
basis of multiple oc-
cupancy. 

Asked about road con-
tributions, Mr Smith said 
council had made a 
decision in 1982 that they 
could be paid off over five 
years with the same amount 
of interest as that charged 
for overdue rates. 

This hadn't been 
brought out in council's 
previous submission but 
no-one had taken that 
offer up and the formal 
details hadn't been worked 
out yet. 

Commissioner Wood-
ward said during his 
inspections of Tweed and 
other areas the issue had 
arisen regarding road 
standards and councils 

DAILY NEWS, Wedne 

have been accused of 
over-design standards. 

Questions were asked if 
a road could be developed 
to a certain standard over 
a particular time to take 
away the initial high cost 
of contribution. 

Commissioner Wood-
ward said it seemed to be a 
fairly sound method. 

Mr Smith said Tweed 
council's approach had 
been to look at the traffic 
count, the likely increase 
in traffic and Australian 
road standards. 

Commissioner Wood-
ward said perhaps this 
could be discussed with 
council and the views 
referred back to him. 



1 	More 

[ 	
stories P3 

• Commissioner 
John 	Woodward 

land clearing similar to that which 
had occurred in relation to the three 
applications. 

Opening the re-convened inquiry 
Commissioner Woodward said he had 
made arrangements for all submis-
sions made in response to the 
State-wide draft environmental plan 
to be made available to him. 

lie said he would be also taking 
into account the various submissions 
made to it across the State. 

Commissioner Woodward had said 
all submissions to the inquiry were 
available to the public. 

He said: "I was proposing, 
depending on the number of parties, 
to take any further submissions in the 
next day or so and then take 
submission in reply and that would 
conclude the public hearing of the 
inquiry." 

Commissioner Woodward said: "I 
would then propose to spend January 
and February sifting through all the 
submissions and documents to 
prepare my report as soon as possible 
in the new year". 

The Rural Re-settlement Task 
Force will complete its final 
submission at today's sitting of the 
Commission of Inquiry at 9.30 ani. 

MULTIPLE 
OCCUPANCY 

INQUIRY. 
RESUMES 

Commissioner John 
Woodward expects to have 
his report into multiple 
occupancy completed early 
in the new year. 

He said this yesterday at the 
re-convened Commission ot 

E 	Inquiry into multiple occupancy 
E 	which was heard in the Murwil 

lumbah Court House. 
The inquiry had been adjourned 

part-heard from the first week in 
October. 

Commissioner Woodward was 
= 	appointed to chair the inquiry by the 
= 	NSW Minister for Planning and 
= 	Environment, Bob Carr at the request 
= 	of Tweed Shire Council. 
= 	Tht final submissions were made to 
= 	the inquiry yesterday. 

In those, Tweed Shire Council's 
= 	proposed tree preservation order 
= 	came under lire and it was claimed 

that it was making a mockery out of 
environmental planning legislation. 

E  The order was described as being 
grossly inadequate and that Mr 
Carr's attention should be drawn to 
the trees that had already been 
destroyed in the shire and eon-
sideration should be given by the 
Minister to relieving council of its 
planning jurisdiction. 

The submission, which was one of 
51. came from the Rural Re-settle-
ment Task Force and it also called for 
the appointment of a full-time 

= 	environmental officer in the shire. 
= 	The submission also claimed that 
= 	three proposed multiple occupancies 
= 	in the tirliup Road and Tomewin 
= 	areas were not bona fidc and that the 
= 	tree preservation order had been 
= 	ignored with the clearing of the 
= 	properties concerned. 
= 	The submission claimed that the 

applications were for speculative 
- 	purposes. 

In its comprehensive submission 
the Task Force dealt with all aspects 
of multiple occupancy and claimed 
there was a need for guidelines to be 
set down and published and also for 
Tweed Shire Council to publicly state 
From time to time that permission was 
required for road developments and 
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MAYOR'S 

t. t MESSAGE 
ILLEGAL BUILDINGS 

AMNESTY 
There has been quite a good response to the 

Council's decision to give people who have con 
structed buildings anywhere in the City area without 
prior approval an opportunity to legalise them without 
penalty. 

Several have come before the Council recently 
and every effort is being made to accommodate 
them. To do so is not always easy, especially where 
the zoning of the area prohibits a particular type of 
building. Some of these might need substantial alter-
ation to gain compliance. 

The important thing is, however, that where the 
owner comes forward before the end of June, and 
brings his problem to the Council to try to get a 
solution, there will be no prosecution for illegal build-
ing per se. Those who do NOT come forward, howev-
er, will not be protected after June 30. The Council 
has adopted a policy that they be prosecuted without 
fear or favour whenever they are detected. And of 
course it has several inspectors in the field all the 
time. 

The amnesty applies to all illegal buildings, 
whether in town or in the country. The policy about 
subsequent prosecution also applies equally to both. 

It is in everybody's interests, both the owner or 
occupier and the community at large, that buildings 
comply with the standards laid down. Those stan-
dards are there to protect your health and your 
safety. 

Anyone who is aware of an illegal building on his 
or her property is urged to come forward and get it 
rectified NOW. It could prove very costly it you don't 
act before June 30. 

Regards, 
BOB SCULLIN, 

J 	 MAYOR 

and had direct implications, for 
the North Coast. 

The Ombudsman received a 
complaint from a civil rights 
association in a country town 
about low-flying by a police 
helicopter searching for Indian 
hemp plantations on the North 
Coast. 

Mr Masterman, reporting on 
the complaint by 45 people, 
said: 

One couple said they were 
naked and asleep in bed with 
their skylight window open 
when the noise of a police 
helicopter woke them. l'hey saw 
two people in the helicopter, one 
with a pair of binoculars, 
peering into the room. The 
helicopter was so do.ce that its 
down-draft blew debris into the 
house. 

The police officer who was 
said that it flew as low as 
/0 metres above the 
uidergrowth, and occasional/j' 
as low as 15 to 20 metres above 
the ground while photographs 
were taken. He denied that 
there had been any peering into 
a bedroom. 

There 	was 	evidence, 
supported by a Forestry 
Cwmnission employee, that the 
helicopter flew close to children 
playing in an open field, about 
10 to 12 metres above their 
heads. It then landed only 30 to 
40 metres away from the 
children. 

A child became frightened by 
the helicopter's noise and 
started to scream. 

Officers of the Forestry 
('ommission and the Far North 
Coast County council told the 
Ombudsman they had seen and 
been in the police helicopter 
while it flew close to houses. 

They thought that it was 
unnecessary to fl.t' in certain 
areas, particularly,  where there 
were people on the ground, and 
houses. On one occasion, the 
helicopter flew so low that the 
down-draft blew down papaw 
tree.s. 

The Ombudsman, in a draft 
report, last year made recomm- 

endations on drug searches by 
police helicopters to the former 
Minister for Police, Mr 
Anderson. 

They were: That the Police 
Department should not give 
approval for police helicopters to 
search private properties (except 
for search and rescue oper-
ations) at altitudes below 
500 metres in cities, towns and 
populous areas, or 160 metres in 
other areas, unless authorised by 
warrant. Helicopters should not 
fly below these altitudes for any 
purpose not stated in the 
warrant. 

A spokesman for Mr 
Anderson's successor. Mr 
Paciullo, said that the Minister 
had not seen the recomm-
endations, but would consider 
them 'in due course'. 

Speaking from Los Angeles 
last week, Mr Paciullo said that 
the NSW Police Force would 
get a $9 million air division of 
fixed wing planes and 
helicopters to help catch 
speeding motorists. 

He 	said 	the 	division, 
operational by the end of this 
year, also would be used for 
rescue and criminal detection 
work. 

But others have a different 
view: "George Orwell's novel 
194 was not far wrong: 
Helicopters flush out the 
small-time dope growers who 
make police statistics look 
good.' 

This is the opinion of John, a 
local professional man in his 30s 
who has been breaking the law 
by smoking Indian hemp since 
he was 17. 

Rural Resettlement Task Force, 
P.O. Box 62 

Nimbn. N.S.W. 2480 
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amnesty 	7/(

96  

is extended 
The Lismore City Council has extended its amnesty deadline on illegal buildings. 

The amnesty was to have ended on June 30, but has 
been extended to the end of this month. 

Since March 4, the amnesty has guaranteed that 
people who register any illegal structures with the 
council will not be prosecuted. 

The Rural Resettlement Task Force had asked that 
the initial four-month period be extended unti new 
planning guidelines for multiple and dual occupancy 
came into force. 

Until late last week, the council had receivcd 221 
applications under the amnesty 134 rural md 87 
urban. 

Dwelling additions (39) topped urban applications, 
followed by sheds (20), pergolas (14), and 
carports/garages (14). 

Rural applications included farm sheas (46), 
dwellings (32), dwelling additions (18), and 
carports/garages (13). 

In a report to the council, the town clerk, Mr B C 
Stevens, recommended that such an indefinite 
extension was not possible. 

But Mr Stevens said that giving Deople an 
additional month's grace was more than reasonable 
considering the extensive publicity given to the 
amnesty. 

He said owners who failed to register illegal 
buildings under the amnesty, if caught would face 
prosecution. 

The chief town planner, Mr P Reynders, said the 
obiective 	1 the 	\rOo. 	to 	rLorl( th e  

"Many 	of 	these 
dwellings cannot be 
legalised because they are 
not in multiple occupancy 
or dual occupancy zones," 
he said. 

AL "The amnesty allows 

	

the council to defer 	107 

development applications 
until the new planning 
guidelines are announced. 

	

"But there still would 	 - 
be a residue of people who 

	

would not qualify under 	
R REYNDERS the new guidelines. 

"The council could send a list of these buildings to 
the Department of Environment and Planning, 
suggesting collective spot rezonings to clean up the 
problem" 

Mr Reynders said he had no idea when the new 
planning guidelines might be gazetted. 



Kyogle Council Demo Orders Demo-
lition Orders have been served on 
some 12 buildings for which the 
owners did not put in a Develop-
ment and/or Building application 
after they were found out by 
Council inspectors. It is under-
stood that these Demo Orders will 
be withdrawn if the owner does 
something to legalise them within 
90 days. A Court appeal is pos-
sible. 

Conaunity Titles Act As with all 
government inniatives, this one 
has become bogged down on its so-
called 'fast track'. Ministerial 
respotisibility got shifted from 
Lands to Attorney General & it 
now looks like a couple months to 
go before Cabinet and 1987 to 
reach Parliament. Also the Dept 
of Environment & Planning which 
says where and under what condi-
tions it will be permitted looks 
like possibly taking years to 
decide something. Thats assuming 
various lobby groups don't suc-
ceed in sneeding things up! 

lasmore Council Amnesty the RRTF 
requested an extension of it 
until the new M.O. State Policy 
was released. Council refused 
this request but extended it 
another month. At least a couple 
more M.O. communities put in for 
the amnesty during the extension. 
Those with Development Approval 
problems will no doubt be 
watching and supporting the re-
sults of the M.O. Legal Aid Fund 
and Stoney Chute court appeal 

FHOS &me Grants A recommendation 
and suggested legislation in the 
form of a regulation has gone to 
Minister Stewart West and the 
RRTF is very hopeful that it will 
be accepted. This would grant 
sufficient legal interest for 
applicants from Council approved 
communities to qualify for the 
grants. Our fingers are crossed! 

Our Supporters Some 28 M.O. com-
munities have now supported our 
financial appeal which has now 
topped the $2600 mark! Communi-
ties which support us, support 
the movement generally and in 
return receive a short newsletter 
and updated list of written Re-
source Material. For more infor-
mation contact the Neighbourhood 
Centre on Wednesdays. /6'/o. 



LEflER 
lorence 12.8.86 

ear Nimbin's Friends, 
'ye got some news for you all, after 1 
ent through all the discriminations in 
he community Zappatori senza Padroni, 
ent in several government bodies, 
fficies & politicions plus the Italian 
arliament & to the Human Rights Comm. 
n Geneva; I decided to raise only & 
nough money to get back home to Australia 
ith or without politicians permission 
will get back to Nimbin to such projects 
desperately need some economical 

upport to get the airplaine tickett 
ogether. 1986 is the International Year 
or Peace & my own stand would be a 
nternational Action formy own Human 
ights for the Environment & for the 
lternative Lifestyle. If you wish to 
elp me please send in one way or the 
ther some money to:CASSA DI RISPARMIO 
I FIRENZE FILIALE DI SAN GIMIGNANO 
SIENA) addressed to: ALFREDO BONANNO, 
/o Community Aquarius POGGIO ALLE FONTI 
IUCIANO 53037 SAN GIMIGNANO (sIENA) 
TALY. 

f you are going to send money, T1e 
eep record of them & tray to notifay my.-
elf too. Honesty is hard to come by in 
taly & some politicions are pretty nasty 
rr! 1Ph 	flrrnm1yI -i+r 	 +r'i 

The Destruction of the Daintree Continues. 

The Douglas Shire Council has just 
released plans for further road excavatior 
& Real Estate subdivision in hitherto 
wilderness areas of the Greater Daintree 
Region. The plans include: $ Road widenin 
part of Alexander Range by dynamite 
blasting. $ Shaving the peak off Donovans 
Range on the contoversial Cape Tribulatioui 
to Bloomfield Road. $ Converting Emmagen 
Creek into a gravel quarry for Road 
Maintenance. $ Opening up substantial 
subdivisions near Wujal Wujal Mission 
at Bloomfield. $$$$$$$$$$$ 

The Greater Daintree Action Centre 
based at the Original Blockade Site at 
Cape Tribulation is the only environ-
mental group taking a direct role in 
fighting the local councils latest moves. 
The Centre is a grass roots organization 
consisting of a dedicated group of live-
in activists. It is not funded by any 
State ornational conservation bodies, all 
of it's funding comes from the people 
involved & from you. The fight to save 
the Daintree will be a difficult & costly 
one, & we need all the help we can get. 
Anyone interested in becoming directly 
involved is welcome to join us on site. 

If you can't come in person but still 
wish to assist in rescuing this unique 
area, we require urgent financial 
assistance to pay for high cost of 
running sur.h a camr rn - P1 
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1i 	 — 	Henry Heroin is lying low.  

Marg 3urton smokes in the 

open doorway of Nimbin 
- - 	 . 	 - police station's only cell. 

At the Neighborhood Centre, 
Katie Love flghLs dLsitlusionment 
by remnding herself that Jupiter 
will soon align with Mars . . well. 

----"-- 	 " 	 almost. 
- 	 It's 11am and Nimbus's Freema- 

sons Hotel is jumping Segregation 
is voluntary and without rancor. 

, 	 Straights in the front bar. Freaks In 

1 	Gordon Poole paid $850000 for the 

it I 	P 
the tov,n admits to a population of 
700 lJno ficmll the nu'rber s i.rids 
closer to 20.000 - an outlaw society 
of ldejists dr.amtrs dropouts 

' 	- 	 cnickpots eccentrics and scan' art 
ig 	 .,:'q 	 .... •'•i---....'—' IsIs. 

-. 	 .. 

 

They ap iear from the hills ahoop 
F' 	F 	— 	 ' r 	 it up disa,ear again This once 

%
drclict d..irs town booms and bust 
tes on the profits from marituana 
plots sprinkled amid a thoirsind 
hilltop holdouts 

V. ithout drugs - and the dole - 
the town could collapse sac Sen 
ior Sergeant Cot V.7'watle2 one of 
fsmbin Stan policemen 

You have to draw the line If you 

	

I 	 - - .—'-- attacked eseroone sou d need 20 

	

I- 	 police 
Nimbin s communes support a 

io'istintls shifting popul'ition 

Reat names have long since been 
N 	 jetti oned Slow with a straight 

	

I' 	 face do you write a warrant for 
C 	 ---- Peter Pussy C'itorSklnns John 

' 	" 	 a 	 Esen the police have nickninies 
Cot and partner Sinior Con tible 

C Chris Stuart are known not with 
out affection as The Terrible 
Twins 

	

) L 	 They re hoping for reinforce 
merits No one wants the job Mm 
bin is ' policeman s nightmare Of 

p 	 " 	 their predecessors one became a 
tQA Jeliosahs V. itness the other a 

din t'ldell hlan 
, 	Col and Chris make pl(nt} of arr - 	

ests More arrests they say, than 
nearby statIons with three and four 

' 11.i 	 times their strength. About once a 
month, someone will attempt to 

tNi'i beSt theft up. 
You  name It. Nlrnbln's got It." 

MARG BURTON doos Irma in Nimbin lock-up be unlicensed driving Why 	sass Cot. "There are coriintunes for 
i 	lesbians 	iin,nre,e,.- 
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G In 1973, hippes From all over Australia descended on 
the northern NSW township of Nimbin for the Festival Of 
Aquarius. Hundreds bought shares in communes. Last week, 
writer DAVID BENTLEY and photographer MIKE LARDER re- 
turned to Nimbin to see how the experiment went. 

Iii liii I 

uala and every religion known to currency notes are made out of 
man. There are dome people. pyra- marijuana paper. 
mid people. droog people "If people want to smoke it, it's up 

And they tell of finding tunnels to them. It's not for the State to In- 
thirougti the tantana. low and nar- terfere." 
row so that a roan must pull himself Rightly or wrongly, many hippies 
along the ground on his elbows to date 	Ninibin's 	heroin 	problems 
reach the lushly irrigated plants- from the big drug raid on Mullum- 
lion of wer'd beyond. biinby some years ago. 

"You see how much work and in- With their crops confiscated or 
genurty has gone into what they've burned, growers began dabbling in 
done and you think: If that man heroin as a stopgap. 
had put as much effort into doing A junkIe population sprang up 
comething within the law, lied have where none had been before. Marl- 
been a big success." Cot says. juana 	plantings 	increased 	to 	fi- 

There are tales of hippy houses cance- heroin addicts' $1000 to $2000 
with welt-used airstrips, of raggedy a week habits. 
tonghalrs who buy expensive farm The 	new 	arrivals, 	themselves 
machinery for cash. Chris. raised in young, arrived just as the chUdren 
the area, once had the experience of of the Aquarius people were enter- 
busting his old schoolteacher. inc their teenaI'C years 'rtii'y  intrO- 

duced the needle. 
The oioneers of peace. harmony 

and self-sufficiency have become 
that most everyday thing - worried 
parents, 

Vigilante patrols drove the junk-
ies out 01 established communes — 
In one instance, violently with 
pitchforks. 

The Rainbow Cafe, social focal 
point of the town, gave junkies the 
cold shoulder. The pub refused to 
serve hard cases. 

Outcasts have became known as 
Droogs (after the roughnecks in 
The Clockwork Orange) - sleeping 
under Nirnblfl'S psychedelically 
adorned buildings by night. wan-
dering the main Street by day, semi-
feral and publicly self-destructive. 

They are observed, with sadness. 
by Katie Love through the glass 
shopfront of the Neighborhood 
Centre. a sort of Information ex-
change opposite the Ranbow Cafe, 

Katie bought a share In Tu:flsble 
Coirimurie back in 1973, when the at-
tt'rnative society first hit on the 
idea of turning the Aquarius Ft.'sti-
vat Into an on-going celebration. 

In SydnEy. she had beets a liber-
tarian, a nIhIlist and finally a hippy. 
She thought that sharing and giv-
ing could change tire world. 

In Rat liniiindu. she had met poor 

I 

WIN 
i 	ENTER AT YOUR I' 

OWN RISK 4 
For people in this northern New 

South Wales town, marijuana is no 
longer an issue, just a fact of life. 

Ninsbirr's outspoken visionary, 
barrister David Spain. sees laws 
banning marijuana as self-defeat-
ing. 

A Gc'ekmg Grammar old boy and 
former army officer. David says 90 
per rent of the Ills surrounding 
marijuana stem from criniinalisa-
than, 

"It's a wSste of court and police 
time." he says. "It creates black 
markets. unearned profits, rip'Offs. 
"II decrinilnalised. that plant 

would be a wonderful source of rev-
enue, not so much for IL% drug as Its 
fibre content — paper. cloth, rope. 

"Bugger the drug It's the fibre 
.-nnu'flt [115th i,,,,inrt..nnt. All nor 



How do you arrest 

Peter Pussy Cat? 

I 
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VA 
Cers me N,mbmns main street. 	the northern Now South Wales town is booming on àugs and the dole. 

-,,,,, S,, 
For $50000 ,o $60000 It,, poasible 

 to lilmy a house and huid outrIght 
 Nv'sf 13: h ii and his wile Karen $' 	°'- wpiz n 

 arsilo C Ill oIl 	yatht lit tore decid 	V 	- 	 - ,' 	 •- 'h' 	' big Los tti 	No bin  
F r Neal it stir turn to the Ideal  

I 01 of ills ioisLh Kt ron wants to k fi .j+ 	 -. 	 r  
rObe harbes. Neither could be de  
scribemi asa hIppy. 

 flack at the jaIl. Mimrg Burton V .. 	 -' ' ' 	1)!-" 	 'f 	l , "- 	 1Lç •tv'' 
aetti ti I era II onifortably on a p11 	I 	 / ' 	 i' C 	

,•i5 __4t 
low in time cell doorway and coplalna 	' , - - 	'" 	' 	 '4 ' 	 ' 	
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wimy slit- dcies:I't Illake it run for  
freedom: "WiiL wauld be the point  
- ito Ii nb 	hOt Ii ti e f  oh and  
cmitdi lit'," SIC v,iys estrIclillg 0 
last 51iI :r ii.) Cr, 1/airiti- 	

Former army olficgr and barustot DAVID SPA/N pi'eadioa the gospel of 
0 Ediboricd: P.Q. 18 	 pormoco!ture, site coronae and co-operubieo commurmit,ea 

n odmr to feather the nest 	F'' ...' 

	

"Land ownership has clisligmid 	 I - 	 - . 	- 	'-. 
everything' now' only the rIch 	Articulate and intense. it Is not  
conic bert,' site says, 	 hard to imagine bdni in time lirt 	, 	' - , 	'- 	' 	

- 	 " ' 

	

"fIle harsh meaSly iti that there 	lientemiant's 11111,0 lie wore so reluc-  

	

are peopht on I lie btrei-tU OlIn laity 	tautly Iii Vletimiti Or trussed Oil ill 	, ,' ' , i •', 	 "ity 	.. 	 ' : 

	

want to cm-ink themselves to death: 	tile lilnstritie unutoruui of tIle harris- 	,'-.v' 	 , 	' jf- 	 i4i'"?' 

	

aiud tii,'e, are others who only want 	ocr. 	 t' , - '''a 	
, 	 - yq. 

oh C ti 	ut 01 the way. 	 A sm,stibc of II S privllcged orIgins 	 'laL, 	,- 77 
'11,1 lag t4myUlg N's gone wrong 	a lute iulohlel Ittiulge Rarer, is parked 	 - 	' 	 ''?; f 

	

But peo;i.e eoli't flatig in They run 	Outside lIe sect, no cofltrodction 	iv: ,irtOtto 	 S 	 '.s 11j,  - 
oil asiCtel eti'ryone It mildmi't work," 

 
age ilauner hoed iclateuit fit SNow only the rich 

	

Tuntabte commune - saving to 	 -.t-Jl, 	 '' 5 t.'f 	 ,- 
tom-it a Sic of motley building can come up here  
maccrisis into a dweltuig.  

	

lie preugitea tue theory 01 site rev- 	'- 	 "1a,°,'\ 
- 	 \I 

I 

	

moe - collectIon of the auinuai 	 ' 
I 	

ventiatuly she could stand it no 	renl-ai-vaiue of all enclosed sites as  

	

aflier (aasthm,r tick bite and Id 	the sole source at goverrllument eeoc- 	 , 	-. ' 	 '- i;'''.. 

	

ntNliilbuiilor 	
'site rrcenueeronumnyclestroy5  

	

We flhjaic N:l,iI:ll wOols Omit 	evcryoile hurt's. iii the m i-sources of 	
1 	 ' 

	

it hit do is. get tout Of it) 'lust cohn' 	natUro', ala), tom' oilier ri'umaouia I 	, 

	

Cit says it Xumflts 141 usimko Nholiilmm to 	cuu,d liv Iuilø, niaku., tltm woifart 
 

exemplar> 	Village, 	Vluit 	ft, 	State umhlieu'essary. Ito says,  

	

They've uut Cellieilt triuf tic liuitrkers 	Dat ill 	Iil.uiiiluiiils 	tti.mt 	Imeollie  

	

hull over ti e place but We slit OWl 	woulld buIld i lair own houses, grow' 
get a pelksulih c oWl 	I r Ii 	II I mh--y1 thu i it om0imtI C 	- , lshe 

Measlwh le,tIle tehurist buses  

	

rummuble in, The drIvers let theIr i-n- 	"fJmtbOrtonately, to one In a pool- 	 . ' ,' 

	

gatos idle A lee - (lie durIng ones 	01011 to do mmnythiing about it wants 	 . - 	s. 	- 

	

- buy hippy uimilfacLy from tile arcs 	to know — because It imiakes thlelr 
 

	

vumt nulls ohoju, Tile rest 5cr brent 	job iulsccure. he says.  
the securIty at the bus. 	 'rheerles Itbound, Comlnuuie dwel-  

	

They lrwvt dtsapliouultrli - their 	crc MIke RIder smut Nimislie doOm- 	'5" 	' 	s 	' 

	

Inuage 01 0. pl/nt-lrtnged rain forest 	Tilt-nUb- merely watmo tile hurt life,  

	

hruuitici, pviuuhated by gOmitle, WlIile 	Over tIne tumor ID yeats their hippy  

	

robed hippies with flow-era In their 	slit-il at TmillLabl bias evoised immto a  
'lair form's co daolit'nI, 	 lIlCihSuiltt imhernhmtiye -otyje haste,  i'Cst:e tales tile tourists, 	 "I'll-re's Ii y-edchimi wlthl000 01011cr 

 

	

"Tile Vm-Lmi505t of insults Is that we 	silIjy" nays Mhice"Thle rCtil wealth is  

	

are seen iii attractions and. at the 	elupem'imnnu'v',"  

	

tiumim- time, misle bludgeru,' site says, 	So it goes. But at Lifestyle Real  

	

"The tOirustS htmverm't clone a tiling 	ICotate lii Ni,mhhyn. niano4jer Adrian  
for ui evce2t diStil Ut, -- 	 Willr,nison tet,s how llard it is to seil  

	

What do the tourists rush,- of ID 	blouse omi collectively owmhomi land,  lyle gt:Iu:;sc of NO". ,u:ia 	.5 '5-,':. 	i'aepil' Os ercunlhu:hu:use- -- -he aays.,', 	 .- , 	
' 

	

flney--- - 1 never know' tI--it iii's 	''They buy mm s'i'st - (or $10500 Is  

	

itlphub was Once a Imrli;iuuteh;t Ihousu- for $40.tkOJ Mfllemh tilC time 	/KE RIDER and NATALIE SOMMER VILLE kund the quiet 

	

Dun -  0t5 a tell tnt' - 	elIOt-s to ao:i. thu'SoUy w,Il boy. 	 Info in Thntabio Commune a decad, ago 

people who were happy. She genu- fleer. They shake no Work-calloused 
Italy b'dleveci that the Aquarius 	hippy hands. 
people could create an AcotrioltunSays David Spain: At least One- 
utopia., 	 tilled at tie Ieople are trying to 

Now tIme speaks with mingled 	actilmyr a SU5LalnSbi ittestyte, an- 
hope and diaiiluso,meit' "Coin. 	altar Li,ti -d are in the 110w and not 
merclaien, Is takillic over. We - 	vie ittig it up, asiothier third are tazy 
scent to itcip oulselve.s. 	 mild nOised up - and should be tre- 

There are heatis at people dolg aled with clilTIllassion because they 
tue fine ilispired it arC but tiiei' •' 	I LiVe Ito cajilisi ant! no hopes." 
using to gel left bel,iii 	 Dimold collie to NIruhiti Out colt- 

"Mr aid Time mutes brought 	 r1l1t1on to time Vietnam war and a 
ohe hirer in the lirot lice. We did 	silceesilul li-got practice in Sydney. 
Si tue ft yneering. Tuim, mtihiers caine 	"Vlctmtamn was 50 Per cent re- 
won it.r 	 spoliaible for nie growing to hate 

1 lieviiig people are in dat,gm,r 	tile sLabuishrnent," he oays. 
oii.ei.m.gtrani;!i'o underfoot The 	"The other 50 was disgust with the 

energy attn their own areistild 

Two sides 

to Nimbi,, 
Nimbi5 may bt' Only a few ku- 

Omeires ScrO' hite border — but ifs 
lalleaey (Slip cornmuluty is lIght ydars 
away from  
order. 	Queensland-s pabernalintuc 

II is not possible to approve eversjthiu 

IbM has happened Store time )mquanhus 
lujtpies unovemj in with such opumms 13 
years ago. 

lhmghdc-ala have been dilaleeh by 
hiuumn Wcalijipss. heroin has 

1115Cc Its 
ugly uuuip.acl hawhewuwss hums becomime a 
way 01 We, 

Vet ibhpre are le,csons from the hum. 
bmn eaperilneny lor bert- existS a bunch 
of '\uslrii at's who bud a go They were 
men and who puu tho'ur beiheI 
bloitu-ver dubIouS to the levi by living 
iliern, 

l'liese people led Ctiruupmgns for tiller-
naIler energy defended tile ent'u'ozuJ'oont 
and When II Came 10 Cheap housing, 
demoiislraled there were 

more ways than one to stan  a Cal. 

If the c-xptlfnheol went disastrously 
wrung for some there were others for 
whom COiTlmke hIt' brouguit ha pius-so unIt smtil'tulfdmyCL 

Ibiuleeth the Cola blishonent of CO-Opers. 
live comniululies to bushel their own boos- 
aug and prodnit-g their Own food. Is hot so 
foolish an Idea 

The reluctantly unemployed could be 
given an 

 OPpor'f UnIty to quit the dole 
queues wiule, at the same time pIcking 
op essential skills such as Cuirpenuy and 
hoi-t moult ore. 

Nulflblo IS 
tsr from perfect,, Eat It niusi 001 allow is 

tragedsu to obscure its arhitcl - rmt.nls 

LI SUN. J.1 4, 15*7 
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Multiple 
occupancies 

IT IS with concern and 
a feeling of incredulous 
amazement that I read of 
the credibility afforded to 
the Rural Resettlement 
Task Force in a consul-
tancy capacity to Govern- 

mcnt bodies relative to 
multiple occupancies (S 
18/7/85). 

Mr 1.ambert and his 
friends should first of all 
endeavour to make their 
own multiple occupancies 
self-sustaining. 

Tuntable Falls. (where 
Mr Lambert is one of the 
main actors') after 12 

years and millions of Gov-
ernment dollars, still has a 
long way to go towards 
contributing anything 
'sustainable', either con-
ceptually or in actuality. 

What we do not need is 
the further creation of 
more rural ghettoes where 
the poor and the unem-
ployed may be able to af-
ford to exist, but where 
infrastructures are pres-
ently non-existent or in-
creasingly unable to cope. 

I've yet to hear any em-
ployment-generating ac-
tivities mentioned, or any-
thing remotely resembling 
a user-pays model. 

But thei the Rural Re-
settlement Task Force, 
and the dependent men-
tality, is probably so used 
to filling out grant appli-
cations that they possibly 
believe we do not need to 
generate anything our-
selves anyway. 

Think tank 	indeed! 
PETER J ALLEMAN. 

Jliaock. 
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MULTIPLE 0CCLJANCY NEWS 

Glen Bin Co.aunity vs. Lismore Council This 
is a community of 10 shareholders on Stangers 
Road which submitted their DA to Council in 
Feb. After 'considering' their application 
For some 7 months Council recently approved 
it subject to 27 conditions! The most objec-
tionable conditions include the payment of 
$35,000 up front to upgrade Stangers Rd & its 
intersection with Stoney Chute Road. Another 
unacceptable condition requires the community 
not to object to giving up a right of 
carriageway through an adjoining property. 
Stangers Road is quite a good gravel road 
which Council agreed could be be brought up 
to a "reasonable standard of safety" for 
between $2300 & $2800. 

So it would appear that future M.O. appli-
cants dealt with by this Council will have to 
pay between $1500 & $3500 per house-site & 
that's if their access road is good by 
comparitive local standards! Some 5 more 
Development Applications have been (or are 
about to be) submitted to Council pursuant to 
their recent so-called "amnesty". 

Because Council's actions threaten the very 
existance of communities with pending appli-
cations and the establishment of future M.O. 
communities in this Shire, it has been de-
cided to make a public appeal for funds to 
assist this community to make a credible 
stand against the Council in the hope that a 
favourable court decision will result which 
might be regarded as a test precedent by 
Council (and the Court if another community 
is forced to appeal). The RRTF will sponser 
the appeal and Ni.bin Neighbourhood Centre 
which is now a Registered Charity will re-
ceive and act as Trustee for funds collected. 
Money can also be deposited direct with W.P. 
Walters & Co, Solicitors in Lismore. 

This trust fund will only be used to pay the 
fees of legal or professional advisers; if all 
or none of the money is expended for this 
community, the money would be used for a mimi-
liar purpose for another M.O. community. 

SEPP 115 It looks like it is going to take at 
least a few more months for the bureaucracy to 
get its act together- staff cutbacks mean that 
everything is slowing down even more! It is 
still in the hands of the Grafton DEP office 
who are finalising it with the Legal Branch. 
The delay is partly due to their considering 
'side' issues such as Land Tax and Owner 
Builider Licenses. 

FHOS Grants A Regulation is being drafted by 
the Attorney-General's Dept which should solve 
most of the problems which have prevented M.D. 
applicants from getting these grants. How-
ever, given the present rate of progress it 
looks like it will take some months before 
this matter is finally cleared up. In the 
meantime, we suggest homebuilders should apply 
to get their name in the system. Applications 
for the Home Deposit Grant Scheme (forerunner 
to FHOS) must be submitted before 31 Dec 1986-
the house would have to be commenced before 18 
March 198.3 to qualify for this first scheme. 

Our Supporters We have now received donations 
from 33 communities for a grand total of 
$2800. Thanks a lot!!!!! If any communities 
have any ideas what problems we should prior-
itise or research, please let us know. If you 
join our group of supporters, you will receive 
a short news sheet every few months and an 
updated listing of resource material that we 
have. 
Photocopier The RRTF along with Nimbin Neigh-
bourhood Centre purchased a 2nd hand photo-
copier- the only one in Nimbin with reduction 
capability! So if you have any copying to do, 
check it out- your use will help support both 
the Centre & the RRTF. Dave 

Lifestyle 
Cilleiz Si, !n,bIn. 

for Land in the 
RAINBOW BEGJON 

pJea'..5e,ph,i7e 42 Li 
I666) 691377 CS.H.) 	897301 (4H) 

194A Giange Rd 
Fairfidd. Vjc 3078 

BRICKHEAD ENTERPRISES 
SuppIers to the mLldbnck 	nductr 

Manufacturen, of paddle mixers. presses, etc 

o) 
Ph 49 4433, 497 2064 
lesSani uger service 
614 4600 Pager 1099 5 

SECRET SOCIETY'S FIRST TOUR or 
FEAR & LOATHING OF ANOTHER ROADSIDE 

ATTRACTION. 
O.K1 The tour went O.K. Well ... what 
do you expect me to say. We're not 
bloody Midnight Oil are we. 
We're just a relatively unknown band 
from Nimbin brandishing our own partic.-
ular virtuosity & flamboyant nocturnal 
emissions. We had a really good time 
to tell the truth. And I don't want o 
seem big-headed or anything, but every-
we went they loved us. Well, they liked 
us a lot anyway .... I think. 

All he way from the cultural 

first know we were in QJ.d. when 
driving through green pastures we spied 
those strange ferro object D'ART stick-
ing out of yonder paddock. On closer 
inspection we were delighted forsoo -Lh 
to find a miniture replica of Mt Evere;t 
the leaning tower of Pizza & some other 
unexplained things. Rising monumental 
dreams of incredibly inspired Queens-
lander with a vision quest to fill stark 
unimaginative landscapes of lush valleys 
& trees with something truly visual for 
the tourist. A great soul, perhaps even 
nnA rrr r.r 	 , 



kACKURN: THE ATTITUDE THAT COST 1600 HECTARES 

Bushfire season Is a difficult concept for chose of us to whoo a bushfire is not an 
Immediate threat; nothing more than a big headline in the city dailies. Usually the 
emergency unites and concentrates local effort In the burning areas. Recently in the 
Nimbjn region we had a fortnight of firefighting that high1ihted differences of opinion 
between fire brigades and residents of bush areas. 

For the first time, the how and why of firefighting, the attitude to the 1a ..1, is being 
seriously questioned. 

All up, we all lost. 1600 hectares, some of it grazing land, a lot of It re-af.orested 
carefully by the communities. In the aftermath of a big burn people are scratching their 
heads and wondering how much of this was really necessary. "We could have saved it if. . . 
Only accusations rage, and then quietly and privately. 

None of the residents are keen to write the local brigade off completely. "The fire 
brigade do a lot of good, save a lot of houses. . . " is a stock phrase amongst the TheV 
settlers. One local woman said, "Im not knocking the brigades, they're well trained, 
theyre efficient with fire. " The word but looms ominously in many cases as loss of 
forest land is considered. Regenerated over the years, the land is not a high priority on 
the fire brigades list. Local professional and volunteer brigades save lives houses and 
property. it's a job everyone admits they do well. However, in the past it appears a lot 
of forested areas have been sacrificed unnecessarily. Certainly it seems the brigades do 
not valLe re-forested areas in the sa'e sense they view grazing land or orchards as 
resources. This conflict highlights the different attitudes to land use between the 
reforesters and the graziers and orchardists on the Far North Coast. And it always coces 
to a head during bushfire season. 

It is this conflict that weakens communication between the two groups. Communication and 
co-ordination between firefighting groups is vital during a fire. When the brigades, 
comprised largely of old residents, fight a fire that passes over land owned by a 
community, tempers souetiwes flare and add to the fray. During a bushfire, brigades are 
empowered to backburn on an endangered property, whether the occupants like it or not. 
While saving property and resources is high on a brigades' list of priorities, the o 1 d 
notions of property do not extend to the reafforested areas, painstakingly regenerated by 
conmunities. Conmunity volunteers and their friends (who at one community numbered sixty) 
view regenerated areas as a resource, and will plan their fighting strategies accordingly 
to save the maximum amount of tree cover, as well as lives and property. These methods 
often come into conflict with the brigades whose chain of command stretches all the way to 
state level, and whose methods encompass present day attitudes to land use. 

Living amongst the trees is all very well, according to the locals, but who has to stick 
their bloody necks out when the trees burn. So they cut them all down. This is old dairy 
cattle ccuntry, the locals are remnants of old dairy farming clans. Trees are viewed as 
shade, hcusing, firewood and bloody dangerous things that burn a lot in bushfire season. 
Trees do that 'round here with startling regularity. In an area that would naturally catch 
alight every 150 - 450 years, October firefightlng seems to have become a local past time. 
Which begs the question as to how the fires actually start. It Is estimated that 95% of 
bushfires are started through careless burning off. Given the last two weeks, it's a 
figure I believe to be reasonably accurate. 

BackburnIng and burning off have a long history In Australian fire control. Both the 
alternative community and the established locals agree to this. The question becomes when 
and how it is applicable. One ex- NSW fireman, recently moved to the community said, "I've 
never seer. them (the brigade) fight a fire, I've only seen them backburn. It left an awful 
taste it my mouth." Another community member replied, "Backburning is a useful tool, it's 
not the first tool, It's an appropriate tool to use when you fight a fire." It should be 
lit "whet you see the reds of it's eyes." Others commented, "They place a lot of emphasis 
on gettir.g to dinner on time. Theyd light a big fire and then say it'll all be over soon, 
mate, well be home in time for tea." One fire chief, talking over the CB emergency 
channel, allegedly said to another, "This backburn's looking bad." to which the other 
replied 'I LIT that backburn." I was told it sounded as though he were protecting a work 
of arc. And some backburning does appear indiscriminate. On Saturday I watched the brigade 
backburn from a friend's front gate, except that the fire was coming from the other side 
of the house, about a kilometre away (really too distant for safe burning). The fire was 
eumehow expected to burn around the hou.a and up the hill to be effective. Inevitably it 
caught in the long grass in the next paddock, and was last seen speeding north-east 
towards the Rocks where it put another eight Iiou$e in danger. The brigades do not seem at 
all adverse to creating wide fronts and new outbreaks of potentially dangerous hurnoff. 
Oblivious to all peril, they feel it gives them a better chance to stop the fire 
completely, saving houses and land at the expense of a few trees. Sometimes it backfires, 
and the results are disasterous. 

The cotrummitjes are not without support. At most times during the fire at Mountaintop 
community there were sixty community firefighters and friends, ("We're going to be here 
whether they like It or not. We have a right to be.") These numbers don't include the 
brigades. Community firefighting teams generally organised in the traditional sense, but 
are able to co-operate and make effective decisions as opposed to the brigades 
chain-of-command mentality. One community Member said "Our story is getting It done by 
co-operat.on, theirs is by telling everyone what to do. The power for controlling 
hushfires should be localljscd and decentralljsed.' At times the fire see;as to be a 
forgotten third party in the dispute between the two groups. Complaints of spasmodic 
support and Interference are rife from both sides. "They'd come in and say - You don't 
want to Co 

it our way, well piss off." one of the community firefighters said. "At times 
they'd disrupt days of planned work. We had a fire hre.3k going, about 200m wide, the 
brigade came along and lit it into a 2km front, which was completely unnecessary." 

"The established residents don't understand the alternatives romance with trees," one 
observer told me, "They think we're crazy, endangering our lives." Regenerating areas 
represents a lot of hard work. The fire that stripped Mountaintop lost an estimated 
50Z-60% of tree co'ier hat was a potential source of capital through timber and firewood. 
It was also a work of loving dedication to community ideals, an attempt to redress what 
they feel to be irresponsible land use in our own society. Despite the losses, everyone 
feels they got off lightly, the fires killed no-one, only one dwelling was lost and a lot 
of that credit goes to the fire brigades. One community member said during this discasijorl  
hat "we were not well prepared for this fire, but well be better preparel 11et time, we 

will protect the timbered acres." 

On Saturday it rained heavily, briefly, then sent hail pelting 'till the groiuI ws 
covered with white StoneS bouncing 1 tke ping-pong balls that put out most of the flames, 
h,itlstorms melting into sinouldering embers. Posthumously we can wait and see if anything 
cod will rise from these ashes. 
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Illegal buiIding , 
I 

amnesty /U5 

is extended - 
Council has extended its amnesty deadline on illegal buildings. 
-1 ,,-, I,s. III ks k 	 r 	•-- 	- 	 -- 

The Lismore City 
The amnesty was to have ende .. 

been extended to the end of this month. 
Since March 4, the amnesty has guaranteed that 

people who register any illegal structures with the 
council will not be prosecuted. 

The Rural Resettlement Task Force had asked that 
the initial four-month period be extended until new 
planning guidelines for multiple and dual occupancy 
came into force. 

Until late last week, the council had received 221 
applications under the amnesty - 134 rural and 87 
urban. 

Dwelling additions (39) topped urban applications, 
followed by sheds (20), pergolas (14), and 
carports/garages (14). 

Rural applications included farm sheds (46), 
dwellings (32), dwelling additions (18), and 
carports/garages (13). 

In a rel)ort  to the council, the town clerk, Mr B C 
Stevens, recommended that such an indefinite 
extension was not possible. 

But Mr Stevens said that giving people an 
additional month's grace was more than reasonable 
considering the extensive publicity given to the 
amnesty. 

He said owners who failed to register illegal 
buildings under the amnesty, if caught, would face 
prosecution. 

The chief town planner, Mr P Reynders, said the 
objcctive.'of the exercise was to give people the 
opportunity to legalise their dwellings.  

"Many 	of 	these h. 
dwellings cannot 	be 
legalised because they are 
not in multiple occupancy 	. 
or dual occupancy zones," 

the 	unciit'o allows 
	4 

untiJhcnwlanninh 	
) guidelines are announced 

4 	 0 

	

But there still would 	. 

be a residue of people who  
I 	 r 	 I? a-- 

wou 1  not qua i y un cr 	 L 	D[ R 
the new guidelines. 	 MR 

"The council could send a list of these buildings to 
the Department of Environment and Planning. 
suggesting collective spot rezonings to clean up the 
problem." 

Mr Reynders said he had no idea when the new 
planning guidelines.might be gazetted. 
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The 	committeeS 	vs ark 	will 
complement a survey be:ng carried Out 
by council staff to identify and map all 
illegal constructions in the shire. 

During the first inspection of 
properties undertaken for the survey. 
27 unauthorised buildings were 
identified in the Upper Horseshoe 
Creek area, 

In a report to the council this week, 
the shire engineer, Mr P Knight. said 
that the survey would be a 'lengthy 
task', 

But lie said it was the only way the 
council could determine the extent of 
the problem. 

The question of what action the 
council should take in these matters is 
not siniple." he said. 

All unauthorised dwellings are an 
offence against the Local Government 
Act. Many, but not all, are an offence 
against the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act. 

"There are differing legal approaches 
the council can take - through 
building laws, planning laws, or both." 

Mr Knight recommended that the 
council write to landowners whose 
Drotterties contained unauthorised 

buildings informing them of the 
buildings which were illegal and 
advising them that the council would 
take legal action if the constructions 
were not regulariscd within three 
months. 

He also advised the council to 
reconstitute the town planning 
committee to become the town 
planning and building committee and 
recommended that it be authorised to 
investigate the legal options open to the 
council in dealing with illegal dwellings 
and the appropriate action for the 
council to take in each case. 

The 	council 	adopted 	the 
recommendations. 

After the meeting. Mr Knight said 
that the council would prefer 
landholders with unnuthorised 
buildings on their properties to 
approach the council rather than have 
staff go in search of them. 

"Even if the buildings are illegal, the 
council is willing to discuss the matter 
and advise landholders on the steps to 
take to have the buildings legalised." he 
said. 

to ffleqa 
N ST,R. FRIDAY. MARCH 7. 

The Lismore City 
Council has announced 
plans for a stringent 
clampdown on illegal 
building work undsi takeji 
after next June 30. 

Owners 	of illegal 
buildings in the City 
Council area will be 
granted an amnesty from 
prosecution if they apply 
for building approval 
before the June 30 
deadline. 

But anyone carrying 
out building work after 
that date without first 
obtaining council approval 
will be prosecuted under 
the New South \Vales 
Local Government Act. 

The council imple-
niented the new policy 
this week after deciding to 
take tough action aimed 
at overcoming problems 
resulting from a rash of 
illegal building activity in 
its area. 

The 	city 	health 
surveyor, Mr J Douglass, 
expressed alarm about the 
situation in a report 
recommending a set 
policy aimed at curbing 
'unbridled illegal building 
work'. 

Mr Douglass said that 
a disturbing increase in 
the incidence of illegal 
building during the past 
two years had to be 
checked if the council was 
to maintafli reasonable 
control over buildings. 

"Prosecution 	and 
demolition orders have 
been discussed, but there 
are problems associated 
with both," he said. 

"The main problem 
with prosecution is that 
the legal costs incurred by 
the council usually exceed 
the fines and costs 
awarded by the court. 

"And obtaining of a 
verdict against an illegal 
builder does not 
necessarily mean that the 
building, if sub-standard, 
will be brought up to a 

1986 

standard acceptable to the 
council. 

Mr Douglass accepted 
that demolition orders 
should be issued for illegal 
residences only as a last 
resort, and when all other 
avenues had been 
exhausted. 

"As a general principle, 
it would be best - 
subject to development 
consent being available - 
to try to have all illegal 
buildings brought up to 
standard." he said. 

"But there need not be 
the same reluctance to 
issue demolition orders on 
non-residential structures, 
if the co-operation of the 
owner cannot be secured 
to bring it up to standard. 

Nevertheless, there 
must be some deterrent if 
the council is to maintain 
any credibility in building 
controls."  

Mr Douglass proposed 
a policy which, after a 
period of amnesty, would 
allow the owners of illegal 
buildings to apply to the 
council for development 
and building consent. 

He said that whcmc the 
amnesty expired, it should 
be council policy to 
prosecute illegal builders 
under sections 311 and 
317 of the Local 
Government Act. 

While the amnesty is 
in force, extensive 
publicity should be given 
to the council's 
intentions." Mr Douglass 
said. 

"Anyone found illegally 
constructing buildings 
during the amnesty should 
be treated in the same 
way as those covered by 
the amnesty - not 
prosecuted, but required 
to submits plans for 
specifications to the 
council.' 

If -  the 	council 	is 
satislied. it can issue a 
Section 31 7A certificate 
of compliance indicating 
that, in the opinion of the 
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council, the building 	In the event of an he may be required by the 
meets 	Ordinance 	70 illegal builder failing to council to improve the 
standards. 	 subnsit this information, structure, or demolish it. 

The legal options open to the Kyogle Shire Council in dealing 
with unauthorised buildings within the shire boundaries are to be 
investigated by a nely formed committee. 

UIiii IUUK 

at problem 
buildingsTHE  
Two senior officers of the NSW Department of 

Local Coernment held talks in Lismore this week with 
the Lismore City Council on multiple-occupancy 
buildinF standards 

They are the chairman of the Building Regulations 
Advisory Committee, Mr Lyall Dix, and the chief 
technical officer of the department's land and building 
development branch. Mr Trevor Howse. 

Mr Dix and Mr Howse were sent to Lismore to 
resolve problems confronting the council in applying 
Ordinance 70 building standards to 
multiple-occupancy housing. 

The former Minister for Local Government, Mr 
Stewart, offered to send the two officers to Lismore 
when responding last year to a letter from the council 
concerning the Bodhi Farm multiple-occupancy 
development at The Channon. 

The council had written to the Minister after the 
NSW Land and Environment Court refused to uphold 
dentolition orders issued on two residences at Bodhi 
Farm. 

Mr Stewart was asked to provide local government 
with clearly-defined guidelines for applying Ordinance 
70 building standards to multiple-occupancy. 

While in Lismore, Mr Dix and Mr l-lowsc had talks 
with senior council officers and visited 
multiple.occupancv developments, including Bodhi 
Farm. 

They also attended a meeting of the Lismore City 
Council on Tuesday night. 

Mr Dix told aldermen that local government could 
not issue retrospective building approvals for illegal 
buildings. 

I-Ic said councils could issue Section 31 7A 
certificates of compliance for illegal buildings, but 
only if the owner requested one and the building 
complied with Ordinance 70 standards., 

Any illegal builder requesting a hertificate of 
compliance could be asked to supply the council with 
plans and specifications and any other information 
needed to ensure that the building complied with 
Ordinance 70. 

Banka and building societies would not finance the 
purchase of any building which had not been issued 
with a certificate. 

Mr Dix was asked if the council and individual 
aldermen could be held legally liable in the event of a 
certificate being issued for a building which was later. 
found to be structurally unsound. 

He warned that councils had to act with 'due care 
and diligence' in issuing the certificates. 

Otheraise they could be found liable. 
"Obviously, it is difficult to see into a concrete slab 

once it has been laid," he said. 
"Council building inspectors must make an 

assessment based on experience and the facts before 
them." 

Mr Dix said that a recent High Court decision had 
dramatically shifted the onus of liability from the 
council to the owners in canes of illcal buildings. 

"The law is quite clear. People must get approval 
before constructing a building," he said. 

"Councils should use demolition orders as a last 
resport. 

• Continued Page 5 



the draft SEPP and in 
particular the clause 
which provides that land 
on which the dwellings are 
situated is not prime crop 
and pasture land'. 

0 "That the present 
options open to council for 
rating should not be 
changed". 

• "That the council may 
opt, where appropriate, to 
require as a condition of 
approve!, that the ap-
proval will lapse if at the 
expiration of a specified 
period, specific conditions 
have not been fulfilled, or 
dcvelopment.as applied for 
has not occurred". 

• " T h a t where the 
council cansrders a MO 
application is ques-
tionable, due to its size or 
bona-fides etc., council 
recommends that the 
application be withdrawn 
and re-submitted for 
re-zoning as a 'iuil 
residertial' area". 

"That is respect of 
construction carried out 
without council consent, a 
section of the Act gives 

council discretion in that it 
'may' order demolition, or 
it 'may' order the doing of 
"such work as is necessary 
to make the building 
comply with the Act" or it 
'max" choose to take no 
action. The issuing of a 
demolition should be an 
action of last resort only 
and that in the first 
instance rectification of 
the situation be sought b 
counel on as co-onerati'e 
a basis with the owners as 
practical''. 

•"That as far as is 
practicable the application 
of building regulations be 
based upon the 'perform-
aecc criteria' and titet. 
where possible there 
'deregulation' of buildings 
codes in accordance with 

—DAILY HEWS, Thursday, December 12, 1985 
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Muffil 

The submission by 
the Rural Resettlement 

Task Force to the 

Commission of Inquiry 

into multiple occupancy 
in Tweed Shire covered 
almost 70 foolscap 

pages. 
It had five separate 

sections and 28 appen-
dices. 

The submission also 
contained comments and 
rcc,muicndations arising 
from primary submissions 
b several oreanisations. 

These were Tweed Shire 
Council, Lismore City 
Council. Kvogle Shire 
Council, Land (Tommis-
sion. \orthern Rivers 
County Council. Depart-
mct't of Agriculture. 
Department of Local 
Government, Soil 
Conservation Service. 
Johnson Farm Man-
a'mi'nt and the Depart-
ment of Planning and 
Environment. 

The Task Force in its 
summary of recommenda-
tions dealt with eight 
separate sections. 

These were: 
Problems encountered 

by the councit in applying 
the present provisions of 
LEI' No. 6 Shire of 
T'eed. 

-i l'he determination of 
an equitable formula for 
arriving at contributions 
under Section 94 towards 
council provided services 
and facilities. 

• The implications of 
MO development for the 
provision of other services 
and facilities. 

3Thc need for an 
equitable system to rate 
properties with MO  

approval commensurate 
with the actual residential 
occupation of the 'nd. 

• Schemes in conflict 
with MO objectives which 
involve small areas of 
common land and large 
areas effectively alienated 
to individual management 
or residential subdivision. 

• Action that anti-
cipates development ap-
proval such as clearing 
land, road building and 
the construction of build-
ings. 

• Adverse impacts on 
individual MO proposals 
on other residents in the 
vicinity. 

• Means suggested to 
overcome these problems 
and any others that might 
be identified by the 
commission. 

Some of the recom-
mendations under the 
various sections were: 

• "That the commission 
recommend that the 
SEEP 15 provide there be 
no m:n!mum lot size for 
\lO development (i.e. that 
the present 40 ha mm-
inium be deleted and that 
council consider each case 
on its merits). 

"That clause 12A (2) 
(b) be retained to give 
effect to the provision that 
MO be owned in its 
entirety in common by at 
least two thirds of all 
adults residing on the 
land, or is otherwise 
o\%ned on behalf of those 
persons 

• "That council does 
have adequate jurisdiction 
to assess and determine the 
nature of internal roads". 

• That the 'vast number 
of complaints ... caused 
by the construction of  

internal roads' appears 
primarily to be related to 
non bona-fide MO 
development". 

3 "That the attention of 
the Minister for Planning 
and Environment be 
drawn to the immunity 
with which trees of 
significance may be, and it 
appears recently have 
been. destroyed in the 
Fweed Shire area and that 
if immediate rectification 
b council is not forth-
coming that consideration 
be given by the Minister to 
issuing an appropriate 
directive, or if necessary 
relieving the council of its 
planning jurisdiction". 

"That if a breach of 
the Tree Preservation 
Order occurs council 
automatically take action 
to seek redress as provided 
by the: 

I. Imposition of a fine 
up to S0.000 and 

The replanting of 
nominated tree''and their 
mtintenance to maturity 
and 

Provision of security 
to cover default". 

3"That a uniform 
standard of construction 
for internal roads should 
not be adopted and that 
construction need not be 
supervised by a qualilied 
engineer". 

3 "That where a Sec-
tion 94 contribution is 
applicable to a MO 
development:- 

an option always be 
provided for a time 
payment arrangcment 

no payment need 
commence prior to the 
first building application 
approval; and  

tj bi- 
M an option always be 

provided for 'in kind' 
payments'S. 

• "That subject to 
preceding recommenda-
tion the following max-
imum contributions ar' 
recommended:- 

Roads and bridges 
- maximum of S 1500 per 
dwelling. 

Community facili-
ties - maximum of $150 
per dwelling. 

Open space - 
maximum of $150 per 
dwelling. 

Bush fire fighting 
facilities 	meximur" or 
S ISO per dwelling". 

"That it be recom-
mended to the Minister 
for Natural Resources 
Janice Crosio that local 
electricity authorities be 
advised of the Govern-
ment's policy in support o 
the use of renewable 
energy resources: and to 
take appropriate steps t - : 
ensure that such authori-
ties do not lend weight to 
local government council 
by recommending the 
supply of mains power. as 
a condition of MO 
development approval". 

"That MO communi-
ties pose no unusual 
specific 'threat' to tradi-
tional non-intensIve rural 
agricultural develop-
ment". 

3 "That the use 01 

'buffer zoning' not be 
required between MO 
communities and non-
intensive rural agricultural 
development". 

• "That MO develop-
iflent be permissible with 
council approval on prin'w 
agricultural land 
developed in pursuant to  

objections of the .\ustrali 
Uniform Building Regula-
liOfl5 Co-ordinating Coot'.- 

ø"Tliat existing illegal 
MO develcpment be 
afforded the opportunity 
of legalisation as provided. 
if this is considered to be 
not technically possible 
then adopting a policy 
such as to give effect to 
the spirit of this policy". 

3 "foci, the p.ropoed 
icensirg of caraan parss 

and camping grounds be 
introduced as a matter of 

and that when 
introduced, this provision 
be used lw applicants as 
one option to facilititate 
non share holders residfn'z 
on MO land or potential 
MO and". 
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KUALA LUMPUR 

(AP). Car drivers in 
Malaysia will be banned 
from smoking, eating or 
drinking any kind of 
beverage while driving 
tinder it proposed new law, 
a top official said. 

Works Minister Mr S 
Siriny Vellu said other 
act ions for w h i cli 
motorists would be fined 
u rider t lie proposed law 
being worked out by Iris 
Ministry included 
throwing litter from cars 
and hanging an arm 
outside the car. 

All these actions makes 
drivers pay less attention 
to driving and cause 
accidents, he told 
reporters. 

He said the ban on 
drinking while driving 
would include all 
beverages, not just liquor. 

The Lismore City 
Council should protest 
orer the Depart nient of 
Local Cur cmi went's 
interpretation of building 
code to not re(Iuire 
external rralls. Aid It 
I tahiti told the council's 
general purposes 
coninmnittee meeting. 

The senior Lismore 
City Council health 
surveyor's report to the 
meeting said that tIre 
depart ment had inter-
preted Ordinance 70. of 
he State Ru i liii rig Code 

to not require houses to 
have external walls. 

The Department of 
Local Government's 
Building Advisory Section 
advised the council that 
under the Local (joy-
ernment Act, a council 
could require external 
walls as a condition 01 the 
building approval. 

But any such conditions 

would be subject to an 
appeal by the applicant to 
the Land and Environ-
ment Cotirt. 

Aid J Crowthcr said the 
council should formulate 
a policy oil external walls. 

"It will remain a matter 
of intimidation until it has 
gofle to t lie La rid a rid 
I nvi ronment Court for 
testing," he said. 

Aid i-habib said the 
council should inform the 
Minister for Local 
(joverninenit, Mrs Crosio, 
of its feelings about the 
department's interpret-
ation of Ordinance 70. 

He said that unless 
sonic action was taken, it 
would be just another 
example of the council 
accepting whatever the 
Government said. 

"We 	should 	be 
protesting to show that we 
are not weak and will just 
accept anything," he said. 

"The council should 
take up the matter with 
the Local Government, 
Association." 

The committee recom-
mended that the council 
receive the in I orma ion 
from the department, but 
take no lu rihier action. 

It also adopted 
recoin mcnda t ions from 
the senior health surveyor 
t hat when considcrin it 
building application, the 
coti neil use its general 
powers under the Local 
Government Act to re-
quire external walls: 
where a building 
a p p1 ica t ion designated an 
area in it dwelling as it 
room, that such it room be 
required to be provided 
with external walls and 
that if no such room 
designation was assigned 
to an area, that it not be 
included in the floor area 
calculation. 

WELLIN(;T0N (AFP). 
- French undersea 
explorer and enriron-
mentalist Jacques 
Cousteau said he pta ii ned 
t o nut ke an u nau t lion sed 
r sit in the next fers 
months to trance's 
nuclear rreapons test site 
in the South Pacific. be 

	

Cousteau, 	III 	Ness 
Zealand filming 
docunienmaries sr liii his 
research s hip (aivpso, 
said he rrouid make lIne 
trip to Mtnrurua Atoll in 
trench Polymiesia as an 
utilni lied guest of his or mm 
Gor ernment. 

limit lie said he did not 
expect a hostile reception. 

"I think tlne -  rrill 
tolerate us because 
otherwise it rrould be bad 
for tinew," he said in a 
radio interview. 

"But rse are not muted 
and we have not the same 
aggressive position as 
Green iea Ce. 

"We do things quietly 
but sue do them, and I 
think we will be more 
efficient thaji they hare 

flier 
an 
cur 
han 
su iii 
aroi 

or 
Gre 

Malaysia 
set to ban 
eat-drivina 

Amerman nits out ~ 
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Nainbin-1cipulsti itt about 400 - is the corn 
mieret.it and social hub for surrounding  communes  
established in the wake of the Aquarius Festival.,  

There arc about 30 commucea containing from a 
 

handful to a few hundred residents. 
 

The largest is Tuntable, formed usa and-sitar- ', - 	 - T...... ....
- 	

' 	 . 

ing co-operative in 	1973. The co-oh> ossna 564  
hectarca in the Tuntable Valley as well as Nim- ---'- 	 ----------- 	 - - 

bins Emboss 	Restaurant and a share of the There are lb clusters of dwellings called ham- 	ABOVE -  Words atop towns meitia centre 
Pcople arc attracted to Nitobin because of 

lcts. Most have their own shared water, power and 	the 	Neighbourhood 
telephone liascs, There s coiiiinunity work 	to do 

-liIcstylc," says l)as-id Lanibert, a Canadian-born 
- 	 Cetitre is the motto by 

ai 	so-Cat _ 	triba 	meetings are held at noon on 	
winch 	many 	of 	he - 

'neW settler' who lives at Tuntabie and is secretary I c 	rat 	un ay 0 LiC 	mont 	. 
of the Rural Resctttenient Task Force. 

We get a cross-section of people. But imecause 

- 	 lowrin people Strive to 
1 lie- re s a board if directors and people with 	 live 

the price of land has increased so much, we're titles 	like fire capt_tilt 	and 	forest co-ordinator. 
There arc also by:laws  winch govern 1 untablc. No 

getting a higher socio-econotisic class of pcotiic." 
dogs, cots or heroin are allowed.  

'penniless Many think comnhmiunes are full of 
dole bludgers'. But it costs from $4000 moS 15 .000 Guests can stay on the property if invited by a 

to buy into most Niitibin conimiiunes. l'heti the new 
settler haste build a house. And if a job s needed, 

but 	leave 	 by resident member 	must 	it Objected lii 
four or moore members. And there's a joining fee of 
$1000 	 $50 - 	 levy of - originally 	and an .mnnual there treat litany lo.il iapcnitigs. 

Mr L-aitiberi said most commune dwellers $240, which 	is halved if the resident works five 

aieu'lon the dole. that he also said mtmost arc on days a week on approved community tasks. 

social security benefits of some kind, whether as 
pensioners or single parents. 

Area conmmnuscs produce several crops, incIted- 
ing bananas, avocados and macadamia nuts. They 	TOP: 	The centre of 

[ant_thin is possibly Australia's most advanced also have dairy cattle. 	 Nitnbmri 	Some of 	the 

commune. It has a prc-uchiool and a prinsary "the communes are tmiesLly seif-sufhicictmt but 	shops we owned lay 

school and construction is underway on a large its hard to snake a living Out of agricultural pro- 	the 'new generation'. 

comniunity hail. duce,' said Mr Lainbcrt. 

The 'hills are 
alive with 
marihuana' 
ONE suspt-cts the Niinbiu hills are allte with the 
silence of marihmunna growing. 

flint's lw-cause the Str ee ts &tC atime with the 
odour uf uturihuaua bunting. At kant that wan the 
case during a 'Nlmnbiit ke>islted' sistI to Nlnttiiu_ 

We weren't out of our car two tnaitutev, when It 
disoriented young woman approached photogra-
filter (;rahanie Long and niuttmbk-,l nometising about 
buying sunielhitmg from her. In so doing, she 
buntp'ed into him and (beat into a footpath (abbe, 
from whIch fell Ali item fur sale. 

A yoummg man who passed ian later nerna,.'d in 
men more distant touch with reality, although he 
didn't era.sti into anyttung. 

Periodically out nostrils alerted its that sonue-' 
one was smoking mariltuatma sotuewherc nearby. 
'float would escire city fathers in most place-i, but 
in Ninibin it hardly rates a sniff. 

Not that everyone in Nimbia is a 'druggie' in a 
drop-out. Fur from it, but rightly or wrongly Nina' 
bin has gained a reputation a., a place which ii>cs 
ott nusamihuatma and the dolc. 

It's a lace where anything guns and usually 
does, Ileruin reportedly has dune the rounds and 
young 'iiluw-ilLs' are likely to be found steeping 
almost anywhere, Including underneath the town's 

buildings. 000 
Clearly, intolerant people wouldn't be happy 

there, tat-eat resident Gloria Constitte writes in the 
booklet Ninibin and Enmirons: 

"t'mirmibimt is by no means a united community, 
ibere 

 
are many gruupings of people who do in 

don't associate vvilb each other, and it's not * 
pli.stic 'straights or hippies' dichotuimmy either. 

"But we home to shnre this space amm'h at piosent 
there is relalime p54cc. We hair to tune duwn mar  
ititolerances and anti-social bvhaiiuur so we can 

co-es SI," 
Nimmmhin is deddedly different. A unit (beta is 

like it retreat into time 1960s whim tong hair and 
unruly ctuthiag were stnnihard requiremelits for the 
yoummg. Emeti the shcp-lronts are dressed in 19oth 
psyclis'detiii. 

And even the busimmuwses seem laid-back af.tout 
taikimig your motmey. Emidenre: I.ifestyl.c Real Estate 
(ftr land in the raiiileovr regiii.t) and the Ninabia 
Mtcsirumn, which looks remarkably like a aecond-
hand shop. 

lime :Vinmbjn New-s also lsnaam forth the flamour 
of the cummunity. There are storien entitled To-
ward the tintouctoed inner Reality, New Age (lull-
s,atiun, Earth G*rden, The Big Leap, in Freahauut 
and Nuclear News, 

Ad,erttnements are equally intriguing. 'Ibere's 
the .4,nanhaineln Fratimal of Bliss., it two-wheel trac-
tor, Georgien Earth Itricks (made on the sa(e), it 
radiation rtady reckotirr and uabe stanso, said In 
absorta menom from the hues of snakes and mipiders, 
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Some of the sIOris of tflo lImos around NimbIn 

The town's 
changed,but 
Jack's happy 
Ri1'IIti1) coal miner Jack l)ruiin, pictureit, proba-
bly thought tile was playing one of its deritisit little 
(ricka on him when he maced o Njmbjn after the 
Aquarius lestical in 1973. 

J*ck, 73, figured he was retiring to a quiet, ordi-
nary rural contlounity where men are men and cows 
are cows. 'ehat h e  got was a town which more than 
any other in Australia is synonymous with the count-
er-culture and all it's alleged to entail - communes, 
drugs, free sex and 'open plan' life-styles. 

Hardly the stuff ala retirement siliuge. But Jack 
isn't complaining. In fact he l oweb the place. 

lIe and his [amity first came to f',SW's northern 
hideaway 20 years ago for a holiday, it seemed the 
place to be. Alter ull, Nimbin is an Aboriginal word 
which happens to rican little old wise mon who 
dwetls in the mountains. 

"it was so quiet you could shoot a gun op the 
street arid not tiit anyone,' said Jack, a shy but 
friendly mall. 

000 

When the time came to retire front the Camden 
coal mine, his son and daughter bait already mored 
to Nin,titn and bought a farm. Jack and his wife 
followed them, buying a stuall house a stone's throw 
from the town centre for $100110. 

lie calculate's it's worth $20,000 today, rising 
real estate prices being one of the by-products of 
what some would call a 'hippie inrusion'. 

"We just thought it was a quiet little town,": said 
jack. "1 he ctintate was ideal and ererything's 
handy." 

Jacksaid the 'aiternatire society' has changed 
things bat tt,at's fine by him. 

they don't interfere with me and I don't inter-
fere with them," be said. 

"Sometimes drifters conic through and spoil 
things. They camp acrywbere arid they're possibly on 
drugs. But the atteroatice society people who're set-
tkd here are decent people." 
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ebruary has been ano ther 
record nont/ifor Video 

Galnejackjx)Is. Injtist 22 days, 
ot'er $883,000 worth ofjackpots 
have been won and paying out 
big jackpots is part of our daily 
roti:i,ie. A cool $250, 000 
Blackjack jackpot is set logo off. 

RjfK_E_N_0__=E_Ej 
city continues ofl its way ut 
the bvinnh,lg stakes with the 

pu,lters, wit/i over $258,000 
being paid out last week. 

Our luckiest Keito p/aver last 
week tvo,t $ 7500 by correctly 
select ing 7 out of 8 itumbers on a 
$5 jackpot ticket. 

lsotLs- 

For that special occasiort you 
fills! try NicitoLsv,is 

I? eyetaurant. On the Lobby Level, 
awayfiroin the hustle and bustle, 
Nic/to/so,ts offers the ultimate in 
flue dining. 1k sure to ring for 
reservations. 

For that classic dining 
experience, 'pzav we suggest 
grilled Jolt,, Dory sen ed in a 
Mot,sseljne of Pink Peppercorn. 

L  L;.-  7,11—  e  i~  ,  Wo  FO- ?  fs  V/  
y oiertvhelntinr' pub/ic 
deunand ST1 RZ returns for a 

strict/b' limited .beasonfro,n 
saturday, ?t/i i'vfarch. Dout 'r miss 
it this time! 

POPULAR 'TIMES. 7ie-Fri 
. OOpm, Sat 7. 30p,n & 10.15pit,. 

Situ (t. 3Op,n. 
uOPULAI? PRICES.' Athilts 
S20, Groups (15 or uFtore) $16. 
,°OP(JLA R MID- JJ'EEK 
A,1A TINEES every Wednesday 
ci 12. 3Opm. Otildren & 
s>erlsioners only S/U. Book now 
- p/zone 92 8303. 

- -'1 
- 	 .,... 

In 14 years Nimbin has made 

the Journey from trendy to 

passe,but many of the origi- 

nal 'new settlers' have held 

on to prove people can live in 

harmony with each other and 

with nature 
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FliGi-IT The entrance to Nimbin. A quiet country lown? 
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USTRALIA'S flower power 	 .. 	•, 

	

people came, saw and con- 	 ... 	 . 
quered Nimbin  

	

And they got stoned in it, thrived in 	 -. 4.. ... . 	 ... 	. 

	

it and magnetised it to attract scem 	_ ç. ar 

	

ingly everyone in Australia at a loose end or in the 	 ' 
hunt for a new lifestyle. 	 .. 	.. . 	.. 	 . 	. 

	

Nimbin - the dairy town which became the 	 . 	 . . . 	. 
conmune capital of Australia - has changed its 

 face since the heady days of 1973. It was then that  
5000 ncw age' people came to the mountain vii-  

	

lage 40km northeast of Byron Bay to celebrate the 	______ 	, 	. . 	 r 
AcuariusFestival. 	 . . 

Tourists now roll in by the bus load to gawk at . 	 .,! 	$L' ..... 

	

hitpies traffic markers dot the town and parking 	 . 

	

sp(ih ann t easy to find And an air of conimer 	J 	, 
cialism has filtered intothe main street —just the . 	 . 	• 	 :;. 	 ; - 

thinb many residents came to the area to 

In 14 years Nimbin has made thejourney from 

	

trendy to passe, but many of the original ncw 	 :...., 	. 	. 	., . 	 :. 	. 

thti 	
live in 

rny 
	 _____  

w--  ---- 
. 	 $ 

Lifestyle 
Nimbin - population about 400 - is the corn-
mecial and social hub for surrounding communes 
established in the wake of the Aquarius Festival. 
There are about 30 communes containing from a 
hardful to a few hundred residents. 

The largest is Tuntable, formed as a land-shar-
ing co-operative in 1973. The co-op owns 564 
hectares in the Tuntable Valley as well as Nirn-
bins Rainbow Restaurant and a share of the 
town's media centre. 

People are attracted to Nimbin because of its 
lifestyle," says David Lambert, a Canadian-born 
ncw settler' who lives at Tuntable and is secretary 

of the Rural Resettlement Task Force. 
"We get a cross-section of people. But because 

the price of land has increased so much, we're 
getting a higher socio-economic class of people." 

Many think communes are full of 'penniless 
dole bludgers'. But it costs from $4000 to $ I 5,000 
to biy into most Nimbin communes. Then the new 
settler has to build a house. And if a job is needed, 
there aren't many local openings. 

Mr Lambert said most commune dwellers 
aren't on the dole. But he also said most are on 
social security beneFits of some kind, whether as 
pensioners or single parents. 

Tuntable is possibly Australia's most advanced 
commune. It has a pre-school and a primary 
school and construction is underway on a large 
community hall. 

UL 

There are 16 clusters of dwellings called ham-
lets. Most have their own shared water, power and 
telephone lines. There's community work to do 
and so-called 'tribal meetings' are held at noon on 
the first Sunday of each month 

There's a board of directors and people with 
titles like fire captain and forest co-ordinator. 
There are also by-laws which govern Tuntable. No 
dogs, eats or heroin are allowed. 

Guests can stay on the property if invited by a 
resident member but must leave if objected to by 
four or more members. And there's a joining fee of 
$1000 - originally $50 - and an annual levy of 
$240, which is halved if the resident works five 
iays a week on approved community tasks. 

Area communes produce several crops, includ-
ing bananas, avocados and macadamia nuts. They 
also have dairy cattle. 

"The communes are mostly self-sufficient but 
:t's hard to make a living out of agricultural pro-
duce," said Mr Lambert. 

. 	 . 	 . 

ABOVE: Words atop 
the Neighbourhood 
Centre is the motto by 
which many of the 
towns people strive to 

live. 

TOP: The centre of 
Nimbin. Some of the 
shops are owned by 
the new generation'. 

-• 

FRID Y 
FOCUS 
Words: 

DAVID CONLEY 
Pictures: 

GRAHAME LONG 

The 'hills are 
alive with 

60s  marihuana 
ONE suspects the Nimbin hills ae alive with the 
silence of marihuana growing. 

rhat's beeause (lie streets are alive with the 
odour of inarihuana burning. At least that was the 
case during a Nimbin Revisited' visit to Nimbin. 

We weren't out of our car two minutes when a 
disoriented young woman approached photogra-
pher Grahame Long and mumbled something about 
buying something from her. In so doing, she 
humped into him and then into a footpath table, 
from which fell an item for sale. 

A young nian who passed us Later seemed in 
even more distant touch with reality, although he 
didn't crash into anything. 

Periodically our nostrils alerted us that some-
one was smoking marihuana somewhere nearby. 
That would excite city fathers In most places, but 
in Nimbin it hardly rates a sniff. 

Not that everyone in Nimbin is a druggie' or a 
drop-out. Fur from it. But rightly or wrongly Nim-
bin has gained a reputation as a place which Iies 
on maribuana and the dole. 

It's a place where anything goes and usually 
does. heroin reportedly has done the rounds and 
young 'blow-ir' are likely to be found sleeping 
almost anywhere, including underneath the town's 
buildings. DOD 

Clearly, intolerant people wouldn't be happy 
there. Local resident Gloria Constine writes in the 
booklet Nimbin and Environs: 

"Nimbin is by no means a united community. 
There are many groupings of people who do or 
don't associate with each other, and it's not a sim-
plistic 4straights or hippies' dichotomy either. 

"But we have to share this space and at present 
there is relative peace. We have to tone down our 
intolerances and anti-social behaviour so we can 
co-exist." 

Nimbin is decidedly different. A visit there is 
like a retreat into the 1960s when long hair and 
unruly clothing were standard requirements for the 
young. Even the shop-fronts are dressed in 1960s 
psychedelia. 

And even the businesses seem laid-back about 
taking your money, Evidence; Lifestyle Real Estate 
(for land in the rainbow region) and the Nimbin 
Museum, which looks remarkably like a second-
hand shop. 

The Nin bin News also issues forth the flavour 
of the community. There are stories entitled To-
ward the Untouched Inner Reality, New Age Civili-
sation, Earth Garden, The Big Leap, or Freakout 
and Nuclear News. 

Athertisemen*s are equally intriguing. There's 
the Anandamela Festival of Bliss, a two-wheel trac-
tor, Georgica Earth Bricks (made on the site), a 
radiation ready reckoner and snake stones, said to 
absorb venom from the bites of snakes and spiders. 

ains a 
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MAKITA ANGLE 
GRINDER 

BRITISH PAINTS 
UNIVERSAL UNDERCOAT 

Model #9504B x 100mm. Features a Palm 
Size Grip on this One-Hander for 
Exceptionally Easy Grinding. Surprising 
Power and Performance. 

Goes under all types of Paint finishes - 
Water Based Acrylics or Traditional Oil 
Based Alkyd Paints. Recoat after 2 hours. 
Brushes and Rollers wash Out in water. 
4 Litres. Normally $2290 

D 
 .0 

A"15 Imoo 52  irculireo-, 

MAKITA 
CORDLESS DRILL 
Model #6010 SDW x 10mm. Lightweight, 
Reversing Cordless Drill comes with 3 hour 
Recharger. 

7 HOME PRIDE MATT 
FARM PAINT 
Budget Priced Paint for Fences, Rails. 

Lw1 	 Gates, Sheds etc. 4 Litres, White. 
ormaySJ 

BRITISH PAINTS 
RYOBI JIGSAW 
Craftline Model #H.J50A with Support Roller.  BRITISH PAINTS Suitable for use on Wood, Metal, Plast 	s 
and Particle Board. 4 SEASONS 

TIMBERCOLOUR 
A Matt Acrylic Timber colour house paint 
that will Enhance and Protect Exterior 
Timber. Ideal for Pergolas, Sundecks, 
Fascias, Fences and Gates. Touch dry in 20 
minutes. Water Clean-Up. 4 Lilws. 
Normally $2&2. 

7zaXiln 

11 

urieign vvest onopping uentre 
West Burleigh Road 
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The town's 
changed,but 
Jack 5 s happy 
RETIRED coal miner Jack Deulin, pictured, proba-
bly thought life was playing one of its devilish little 
tricks on him when he moved to Nimbin after the 
Aquarius festival in 1973. 

Jack, 73, figured he was retiring to a quiet, ordi-
nary rural community where men are men and cows 
are cows. What he got was a town which more than 
any other in Australia is synonymous with the count-
er-culture and all it's alleged to entail - communes, 
drugs, free sex and 'open plan' life-styles. 

Hardly the stuff of a retirement village. But Jack 
isn't complaining. in fact he loves the place. 

He and his family first came to NSW's northern 
hideaway 20 years ago for a holiday. It seemed the 
place to be. After all, Nimbin is an Aboriginal word 
which happens to mean little old wise man who 
dwells in the mountains. 

"It was so quiet you could shoot a gun up the 
street and not hit anyone," said Jack, a shy but 
friendly man. 

 0011 
When the time came to retire from the Camden 

coal mine, his son and daughter had already moved 
to Nimbin and bought a farm. Jack and his wife 
followed them, buying a small house a stone's throw 
from the town centre for $10,000. 

lie calculates it's worth $20,000 today, rising 
real estate prices being one of the by-products of 
what some would call a 'hippie invasion'. 

"We just thought it was a quiet little town," said 
Jack. "The climate was ideal and everything's 
handy." 

Jack said the 'alternative society' has changed 
things but that's fine by him. 

"They don't interfere with me and I don't inter-
fere with them," he said. 

"Sometimes drifters come through and spoil 
things. They camp anywhere and they're possibly on 
drugs. But the alternative society people who've set-
tled here are decent people." 

In  14 years Nimbin has made 

the 	from trendyto 

passe, but may of the origi- 

naL 'new  settlers have held 

on to p 	pple can live in 

.
harEony with each other and 

with nature 

RIGHT: The entrance to Nmbin. A quiet country town? 

TOTAL VIDEO 
PROGRESS! VE 

JACKPOTS ARE NOW 
0 VER: 

•••••....••• 

!$752  .9000'o 
Februarv has been another 

record rnont/iJor Video 
Gamejackpots. Injust 22 days, 
over $883, 000 worth qfjackpots 
have been won and paying out 
big jack pots is part of our daily 
routine. A cool $250,000 
Blackjack jackpot is set to go of 

F . 
efl() coiituiues On its wa s' iii 
the winning stakes with the 

punters, with over $258,000 
being paid out last week. 

Our luckiest Keno p/aver last 
week won $7500 by correctly 
selecting 7 out oJ'8 numbers on a 
$5 jackpot ticket. 

0 , lsm~ 

Ro 
r that special occasion you 
ust try Nicholsons 

Restaurant. On the Lobby Level, 
awayfrom the hustle and bustle, 
Nicholsons offers the ultimate in 
fine dining. Be sure to ring Jhr 
reservations. 

For that classic dining 
experience, may we suggest 
grilled John Dory served in a 
Mousse/inc of Pink Peppercorn. 

Re  overwhelming public 
mand STARZ returns for a 

strict/v limited season from 
Saturday, 7th March. Don 't niss 
it this time! 
POPULAR TIMES. Tue-Fri 
8.00pm, Sat 7.30pm & 10. 15pm, 
Sun 6.30pm. 
POPULAR PRICES: Adults 
$20, Groups (15 or more) $16. 
POPULAR MID-WEEK 
MA TINEES every Wednesday 
at 12.30pm. children & 
Pensioners only $10. Book now 
- phone 92 8303. 
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Proof crisis will continue 
THE release of the confl-
dential briefing paper on 
the continued high housing 
interest rates by Labor 
Senator Susan Ryan con-
firms the crisis in housing 
in Australia will continue. 

There is not an area in 
Australia where people are 
not suffering from these 
rates and are not being 
stretched to the limit to 
meet their housing corn-
mitments. 

Here on the Gold Coast 
there are many families, 
particularly those buying 
their own homes, who are 
getting into severe finan-
cial difficulties, and in 
some cases even having to 
put their homes on the 
market. 

In fact, it may not be 

generally known that in 
Australia last year the 
number of home loan bor-
rowers who fell behind in 
their repayments by more 
than four months jumped 
by 50 per cent. 

That gives some idea of 
the crisis facing the people 
of this nation,, and all the 
assurances by the Prime 
Minister that things will 
get better have now gone 

out the window with Sena-
(or Ryan's release of that 
document. 

The brief, prepared by 
a senior officer in the Fed-
eral Department of Hous-
ing and Construction, stat-
ed quite clearly that it 
appeared unlikely that re-
ductions in housing loan 
interest rates would occur 
until the first half of 1988 
at the earliest. 

And as we know, mdi-
cations are that bank in-
terest rates are set to rise 
by half a per cent in the 
very near future, putting a 
further financial burden on 
the house owner. 

As a State Government 
we are doing everything 
possible to keep our hous-
ing industry going, by pro-
viding funds for building 
houses for rental and pur-
chase for low-income 
earners as well as support-
ing private industry 
schemes such as I am an-
flouncing this weekend. 

However, we are tied to 
national rates and in what 
may well be an election 
year it will give the people 
of Australia the chance to 
voice their anger at the 
ballot box. 

Role of small business so vital 
THE Queensland Government's Small Business grew by 8.6 per cent during the same period, 250 per 
Development Corporation offers a wide range of cent faster than the national average. 
support services to assist the small business com- ROB BORBID This is despite the general economic downturn and 
munity. 

NP the high tax, high interest rate policies of the Federal 

The SBDC provides counselling facilities, financial 
advice, training and education programmes, workshops 

rsP2re 	 \' 
Government. 

The Stare Government has expanded the role of the Lib, Moncrieff  
KATHY SULLIVAN 

and seminars. In addition, a permanent new Tech Expo 
has been established at the SBDC's Brisbane head- 

SBDC to meet demand. We anticipate that of the  
52,000 new jobs that will be created in the tourist 

quarters. businesses with more than 268,000 people working in industry alone in the next five years a large percentage 
 will be in the small business sector. the self-employed sector. places The State Government acknowledges the vital role 

of small business. At present small business employs more than 50 per 
I would urge local small business operators to take 

advantage of the many services and programmes oper- 

Queensland, with 16 per cent of Australia's popula- 
cent of Queensland's private sector workforce. While 
the self-employed sector in Australia grew by some 2.4 

ated by the SBDC. Last year 14.9 per cent of inquiries 
handled by the corporation emanated from the Gold for tion, has more than 20 per cent of the nation's small per cent in 1985-86, Queensland's self-employed sector Coast. 

[ 	Q) 	R4 1  

' . Blunder by minister will \'.

. 	

NP, ' bury Hawke government 	South Coast 

. 

RUSS HINZE 

THIS week's political  

Parliament that interest 	PETER WHITE 

gafe by Senator Ryan in 

TOM HYND 	rates will not fall is a 	 Liberal 

.. 

g :, saying in the Federal ..  

NP, Nerang 	bad blunder by a govern- 	 McPherson 	 Tax is biggest 
ment minister. 	 ' 

In addition, she was 	 single issue Busy 	forced o table a document 
given to her by a senior of- 	Everyone suffers from unemployment remains 
fleer in which that advice high interest rates. 	high and inflation takes INCREASINGLY, amid the turmoil in Federal was obtained. 	

When money becomes off. 
	 politics over the push by Premier Sir Joh Bjelke and 	Interest tates are high too expensive to borrow 	High interest rates will Petersen to force the Opposition Coalition parties to

make a firm commitment to lower taxes, commentators for several reasons, 	the economy starts to close be the death knell of this 
are recognising that taxation will be the single biggest 

But the two most im- 
down. 	 government, 	

issue at the next Federal election. exciting portant is that the govern- 	People buy fewer hous- 	Their confirmation that 	
Any political party which does not give the long ment is borrowing and es, fewer cars, they take interest rates will remain 

spending too much, and the less holidays, they buy less high on top of their refusal su 
as opposed to vague promises - to radically reduce 

ffering Australian people categoric undertakings - 

w eek government is deliberately consumption goods and to lower taxation 
rates will taxes will be doomed o defeat at those elections. keeping its own borrowing they buy less clothing, 	bury them. 

rates nign 	to 	prevent a 
I AM pleased to report flight of capital from this Consequently there is 
that 	my 	first 	week 	in country. little expansion in business, 
parliament has been both 
busy and exciting. 

Thciirstmajorstepas 
your 	parliamentary Tower planning representative for the dcc- 
(orate of Nerang was to 
take 	the 	Oath 	of Al- 
legiance to Her Majesty to their  c Queen Elizabeth II. 

It is a pre-requiSite that 
all 	members 	of 	the OVER recent months, groups, that is the Depart- 
Legislative 	Assembly since 	the 	Minister 	for m en t 	of 	Maritime 
either take the oath or an Water 	Resources and Services, 	Gold 	Coast 
affirmation 	of 	allegiance Maritime Services Martin Waterways Authority and prior to sitting or voting in 
the House. 

Tenni 	MLA, decided to 
build the Mal Taylor Gold the Queensland Water 

I 	was 	both 	delighted Coast Seaway Control Police, has shown the con- 

and 	proud 	when 	the  To'cr, 	I 	have chaired a siderable advantage of the 

Member 	for 	Fassifern, number 	of 	meetings 	at- Waterways 	Building and 
Key 	Lingard, 	MLA, at- tended 	by representatives the 	three 	organisations 
tamed 	the 	position 	as of the 	Department of 

Maritime Services, Water working side-by-side. 
Speaker 	of 	the 	1-louse. 
Kevin 	is 	a 	member 	of Police. 	Gold 	Coast 

strong character and will Waterways 	Authority, 000  

rule and control the house Southport/Surf-ers 
with dignity and decorum. Paradise Air Sea Rescue The 	new 	proposed 

We, as members of the 
and the Australian Volun-
teei Coast Guard. Southport Mall project is 

Parliament, 	had 	the exciting. 	It 	has 	been 
privilege of presenting Mr During 	the 	course of talked about for years and 
Speaker to his Excellency the 	meetings 	there 	has Southport has become the 
the Governor at Govern- been 	a completely co- major commercial centre 
meat House on Tuesday, operative 	approach 	from of the Gold Coast and will February 17. all 	concerned 	to 	ensure continue to be so. 

You will have read by that it is a most efficient 
now 	that our Speaker 
moved straight into action 

operation, and in this re- 
gard I should commend With the Gold Coast 

with decisive control and the 	principal 	officers 	of 1-lospital, 	District 	Court 
made the balance of the both 	the 	Australian and the re-development of 
week 	an 	exercise 	in Volunteer Coast Guard the Southport 	Primary 
Parliamentry discipline. and the Southport/Surfers School site in the future, 

While 	Parliament 	is Paradise Air Sea Rescue. the 	Mall 	project 	is 	ap- 
sitting I will only be in my propriatc and timely. 
electorate office on Mon- Both of these organisa- 
days 	and 	Fridays. tions 	have 	provided 	a Another big advantage 
l-lowcvcr, 	if 	any 	consti- format of operation where in the area in general is 
tuent is in Brisbane during they are able to operate all the new Regional Office 
the times parliament is sit- year round such an impor- which has been opened at 
ting, please feel free to at- (ant facility by the use of Nerang 	by 	the 	Minister 
tend 	any 	part 	of the dedicated volunteers who for 	Main 	Roads, 	Russ 
session as you are welcome operate on a professionally Hinze MLA. 
in the gallery any time. trained 	basis 	is 	of great 

My electorate secretary credit 	to 	both 	organisa- It is so much better to 
will advise me of any mat- (ions and the community have all the engineers and 
ter of urgency and it may spirit 	which 	they 	de- experts lying in the area 
well 	be that 	I 	can assist monstrate. who have always provided 
with a number of our local us with good service from 
problems between sessions The input 	from the Brisbane. The new office 
of the house. three 	governmental is an acknowledgement of 
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only a 
third 
MORE Gold Coast stu-
dents would be able to 
undertake tertiary 
studies if Government 
obstacles to private in-
vestment in education 
could be removed. 

Q ueensland Universities 
and CAES were limited to 
offering places to only one 
third of 1560 graduating 
high school students from 
the Gold Coast and sur-
rounding areas last year. 

Not all seniors are in-
terested in tertiary study, 
but as we become more of 
an information society 
higher education will grow 
increasingly important. 

There are also many 
older people seeking to get 
tertiary qualifications to 
fit them for the challenges 
of the future. 

With our changing 
economic and social struc-
lures becoming incrasingly 
dependent to knowledge 
and skills, the demand for 
qualified employees will 
grow. 

The Liberal and Na-
tional Parties' Policy on 
Higher Education, which 
will be released early next 
month, will concentrate on 
injecting new life into the 
system. 

The real challenge is to 
encourage the community 
to invest in the activities of 
universities and CAEs, and 
to give each institution the 
green light for growth and 
expansion. 

There will never be 
enough places to meet de-
mand whilst our tertiary 
institutions are dependent 
on the political and 
budgetary constraints fac-
ing every government. 

Therefore, as well as 
encouraging competition 
between existing institu-
tions, the development of 
new non-government un-
iversities and colleges is 
fundamental to the future 
of tertiary education in 
Australia. 

Let them have an eke- 
The Federal taxation burden, and particularly the 

. personal income tax burden, has gone beyond the point 
tion whenever they like. of any reasonable endurance. 

-. 	.. 	. 

No amount of public relations fairy-floss by the 
Labor Part will conceal the simple fact that the Hawke 
Federal 	Government 	is 	the 	highest 	taxing. 	biggest- 
spending Federal Governments in Australia's history. 

Reflect for a moment on how the burden has grown 

t a Some 30 years ago personal income tax contributed 
t about 	35 	per cent of total 	federal 	budget revenue 

Today it well exceeds 50 per cent. 
't4-( 

In 1954 55 	taxpayers with average earnings faced 
- marginal and adverse tax rates of 19 per cent and 10 per 

cent respectively. Only one per cent of people employed 
DOUG JENNINGS full-time faced the marginal tax rate of 48 per cent or 

NP, Southport more. 
V  

Today, more than 2.1 million taxpayers, almost 40 

i the mportant growth area per cent of full-time workers, face that marginal tax 

in the main road require- rate of 46 per cent. 

ments in the future. In 	1954-55 the top marginal tax rate of 66.7 per 

i One side-line s thatthe 
cent cut 	into 	incomes which 	were about 	18 	times 
average earnings. Now the top marginal rate of 60 per 

Department had very little cent begins at $35,000 a year or only 1.6 times average 
difficulty 	in 	getting 	their earnings. 
staff 	to 	move 	from 
Brisbane 	to 	the 	Gold Simply, over that period, middle-income earners 
Coast. We say welcome to have been forced to pay an ever increasing share of the 
them. total tax burden. They are the forgotten Australians. 



Local 	 T 

bwooden their1 
SYDNEY. - The 'build big at 

any cost' approach adopted by 
many engineers no longer was 
appropriate for the needs of local 
goberriment, the NSW Minister for 
Local Goernmcnt, Mr Crosio, said 
yesterday. 

In her opening address to the 
Local Government Enincers' 
Association annual conference 
here, Mrs Crosio called on local 
government engineers to irnprovc 
their knowledge of finance, law, 
economic and ma nagcmcnt theory, 
and personnel and communications 
skills. 

The Minister stressed the need 
for government, community and 
environmental needs to be taken 
into account in engineering 
cosideratiois. 

"It is not manpower or cost 
efficient to leave the engineer in 
his traditional role," Mrs Crosio 
said. 

"The engineer also must become 
a manager, taking into account 
such things as government, 
community and environmental 
needs, rather than simply  

responding 	to 	a 	technical 
problem," she said. 

Mrs Crosio told delegates that 
local councils were becoming more 
accountablc to the public and had 
to ensure that they remained 
responsive to change. 

"When deciding whether a road 
should be scaled, or a park 
provided in a particular location, it 
is necessary to look beyond the 
technical merits of the case and 
consider the needs of the local 
community. she said. 

'th;T (i! 
MRS CROSIO 



'l'here 	has 	been 	a 	drouiatic 	decline 	in 	buildi 

I ,istnore this 	year, ttccordittg 	to 	the 	I .ismttore C it 	C 
hetilili surucyor. Mr W Sherriitg. 

A 	report 	presented 	to nt,mitmt,iined 	,it 	,i 	(cuts- 	Is per 	c 

the 	council's 	general onable 	rate 	because 	The 

urposc 	commit cc 	on people 	tended 	to 	,mdd 	to 	betv'eer 

tuesday 	night 	shoseed 	a existing 	dwellings 	mnsie.id 	and the 

sharp decline 	in 	building of building ness hüuses. 	showed 

appl ciii ions 	for 	I be 	first lie said that t lie drop in 	slump, 

three 	months of tl'e year, all 	.ipplieumtioris 	reeds 	d 	figures 

in 	coitmp,irisoim 	with 	the luist 	.hutnivarv 	Coinliared 	22 per 

same period last year.  us 	1? 	I. 	iu, 	I sni 	was 	poe'. men' 

1 he 	total 	number 	nI 

applicatiuns 	reeei'.cd 	by 
 

the couneil 	this ycur was  
183, a hmih is a drop of 51  

on last year's first..ivarter  

figure.  
But the big decline ssas". 

in 	the 	value 	cf 	the 
i 

buildings - from S.8 nil 
lion to $2.7 million  

.. 
-. 	"\ 

[lie 	number 	of 
 

applications 	for 	dsu'elhings 
(69) 	was 	almost 	talved, - 
svhnlc their valtmc dropped - 	--. -- 
fronm 	$3.4 	Illillit.11 	to - 
$1.67 million. L 

[here 	h,is e 	becut 	no , 	• 	' 	,'-. .... 

ipplicatmurms 	for 	hats 	this 
- 

year. 	l'hiere 	sscre 	two 	in l. 

the same period las, year. ' '-, m 	. 	i. 	. 
Applications 	for 

commercial 	buildings 
dropped from nine, 	,ilucd  

. 	. 
•. ', 	•• 1_ 	 "'"-' 

at 	$2.05 million, 	to one,  
which 	was 	vahuxd 	,mi ' 	-- 
$4l,39h. 

Meanwhile, applic- 
ations 	for 	addmtio,s 	to "k'  
eomnnicreiah 	premise; rose 
trout 	six 	to 	14. 	sshiiic 	the 

' 
value 	rose 	from 	Sc3.560 low 

ApphicitOons 	to 	raise 
thvehhings 	increased 	from  
one, valued at $900) l,mst 
yc,mr, 	to 	four, 	vOwed 	at  

$3'i 1)00 

applications 	fy11 	In nib I4 
to 	eight, 	and 	thtcassoc- 
mated 	value declined 	l'roni 

'- 	': 	' 	. 	• 
$166,640 to $66,750  

additions 	svas similar 	to 
1 he iiumtnber of dv' ehlmng  ' 

lust year.  
Mr Shierrmng summc 	the  " nuumiber 	of 	dwelling 

A additions 	was 	usually ' 
Wreath-laying ceremony to 

recall Battle of Kapyong 
A uurusatii-layiimg cLrrmummauiy will be held at ltahlmna on 

Sunday to comulummeimloruie time l3ittthv of Kupsummg - a 
chapter of the Kureamu War a huh iniuhteul units from 
'i umst ra I iii, Ci nails and the tjrui ted S (a (vs. 

I c Utmtti 	ens lot Clii 'ti .\pntl 2 3 and 	4. 
Vo coinmmteiiiur,mte the bitetle. .i mn:mnonil service nih 

be meld at the cemioiitph at thr entrance to the Bitllmnit 
Memmiom hal Olympic ss'inin1ii1g Pool. 

The service will sUIt at I 1)30 am, and be followed 
by a barbecue humichi at the Balhirum RSL Chub from 
no-mit- 

4_ 
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tI -oivs'Fuii(abI; I'aIls sliuki 	
' 

iv illowL'd to sell their houses, and for lims much, 
ill be one of (tie issues raised on Sat mirila 	it time 

15th al: 	I niceling of file Co-ordination 	

3 u 
NI r I ),i vid Spain lii bec ii a slia rehsilder of the 

luiiLtble Falls co-muperitise for 11051 of its 	5
it Is. 

Free enterprise squasIied' 
A qualit led lasser, Mr Spain believes that the 

current 'by-laws' concernhmig the sale of homes and 
land in the valley are effectively squashing free 
enterprise and initiative, and encouraging reliance 
on government welfare. 

''When the intentional comniunity at Tuntable 
Falls was First established, we nmade absolutely no 
rules about the distxisal of tomes and improved 
Lmnds." lie said. 

"Alter all, it was going to be idealistic and 
utopian - it perfect conhumimmnity — and we were all 
going to live Lherc forever. 

People could buy a share for $200, choose a 
home site, build their homes and cultiv,mie as mueb 
land as they liked. 

"Ten years later, in 1983 at t lie a nous I meeting, 
there wits an attempt to define shareholders' rights 
regarding valuation of the houses they had built 
and the land they had eultiva ted. 

"Was a house to be valued simply itt the cosi of 
iiiimici'h,ils'.? Did labour costs count? Vhiat about 
views -- and cultivated land? 

"There were sonic who adhered to the belief 
front tIme early days that deoartiriu settlers shoulil 
receive umoihming svhien they left. 

"the attitude was that people who chose to live 
there were getting a great Place to live and a 
wonderful piece of land, for a nihiminial price, and 
that they were lucky to leave with a shirt on their 

back. 
'Others felt that a house should be able to be 

sold for the cost of the niater ma Isa and the labour, 
without taking into eonsmder,iiion landunder 
cutmivatiomi and the value of orchards and gardens," 

(;ardeiis slashed, trees felled 
NI r Spa in s,i id t hat sonic settlers had been so 

upset about this that they had slashed gardens and 
Cut down trees when they left. 

"It's a hcavy disincentive to improvemetits," lie 
said. 

"Probably only S per ccitt of the arabIc land at 
Tu nia ble Fal Is is being used much of the rest is 
weeds, or graied pasture. 

"Maybe 1k) out of ISO resident adults might 
claim to be growing a substantial anioitnt of their 
own food and, of those, maybe one or two are 
making it living. 

"fhc Current agreements create a crippling of 
the will to face up to economic realities The 
majority of people are still receiving Social 
Security bemtefits. 

"Ott the other hand, there is a lot ot good 
feeling, and people are living harmless and pleasant 
lives - but by failing to define shareholders' 
rights, we are failing to encourage enterprise.' 

The secretary of the Co'ordination Cu-otiCrative, 
Mr Dave Lambert, said that the situation 
regarding house sales at 1 unt.ible F,mlls was that 
they were allowed to be sold at replacement cost, 
or it 'fair price'. 

"It is amguably true that charging a 20 per ccitt 
levy on house sales would discourage people froimi 
private enterprise," he sti id 

"As far is dependence on su ella i e is concerned, 
of course we would like to see more pun-tune jobs. 

"A lit ot peol)te would like to w oniac u pie of 
days it sveek. 

"Theie's not ouch money to be made in 
sitiall-scahe agriculture, and it's hard to make ,i 
living. 

"Some people are getting into crafts, but there's 
not it very high potent al in that 

Tyre reef 'too expensive' 
•i, 	artifim-itmh reef iisiii., ihuj : re' 	"l'vrcs stoitlul be snitut ble iii bays 	Iransport 	and 	the 	Nt,t nmtmnme 

old not be all  CCOIiUtilCiully uitulmle 	and cstu,irie, .it : 	a timemmi in 	Sers .Ces l(u,trd 



The New South Wales Governitent wa 
housing fun is o it building a small 'hippy 
the State Parliament wa told yesterday. 

he said. 

"Eventual y, in ALP 
supporter in Jsinore was 
found who w .)uld sell his 
Wadevilie he by fain to 
the D e p a r t ni n t. of 
Housing for $181,000 --
a windfa I profit of 
$63,000 in uncer four 
years," he sa.J. 

Mr Moore ealId for an 
inquiry ifltC Lhe i:dua :ion 
on purchase, saying he 
had been advised that the 
a mo ii t re resc ited a 
50 per cent loaJing on 
current land prices in the 
area. 

Mr Moore yesterday 
attempted io bring ot a 
motion calling for the 
Government to case 
funding mul ipic 0cc .ip-
ancies on he North 
Coast, 

lie accused Mt Walker 
and the 	vt fluster for 
Planning 	rid Etiviroit- 
mciii, 	Mr 	Carr, of 
ninitipulati ig 	r Inuring 
and tunding to support 

91610 

SYDNEY. - 
J nitilion of its welfare 

Wade'iIk, near Lismore, 
The 	Cpposition's 

Planning And Frivir-
oninent spokesrnan, Mr 
Moore, said the Govern-
merit had cverruled the 
Kyogle Shire Council's 
health and building 
requirenien:s 	for 	the 
alternative lifestyle 
ii ul ii pie oceu P ncy at 

\Vadevi lIe. 
As it result, up to six 

ía iiilies were sharing One 
toilet on the estate, he 
Sn id. 

Mr Moore accused the 
Minister for I lousing, Mr 
Walker, o siphoning 

I .28 mullen of funds 
intended for public 
housing to prop up the 
scheme. 

The project had been 
used as a 'gravy boat' for 
about 10 Housing 
Department consultants 
and em ployees w ho had 
spent the prsi lew years 
travelling between Sydney 
and the N imbin region to 
investigate 111111liple 
occupancy cevelopinetits, 

their 'Xperimerit in social 
engincering'. 

"While 	thausands 
qucuc for public housing 
in New South \'ales, this 
Mini;i er and his mates 
have set up a fort which 
involvts the estaHishment 
of a hippy resort so they 
can .ive corn [ortably 
within the Sta .e Public 
Service ever at er," he 
said. 

In r:jecting tie motion, 
Mr Walker recalled Mr 
Moore's time as a student 
at S)dncy University, 
when he had had long 
hair and 'dressed in drag'. 

Mr Walker ccfendcd 
alternative I fcstyles, 
saying Mr Mixire ob-
viously had become more 
conserative since his days 
as it left-win radical 
Liberal. 

iii'. 	\V ideville 
development Was it pilot 
proje.. aimed at intro-
J uci rig sta nda rd. for an 
stinujtted 20,00 people 

Na Lional Parks and Wi Idlile 
Service - and Mr Rcbert 
Wallace - render in 
economies at South Australia's 
Flinders Lniversity. 

Mr (ii ,um said the in9wry 
would b 'a stacked inc uiry 
whatever nappens' and noted 
that iton ol the members 

ilijutictiuti so t lie ltiqu ry e in 
go ahead in an atcnusphre 
free of virriol a3d 
nina onism," the s(,iety sai± 

Mr Cohen said lie ntrars-
igeitec Of the 	rnsoaiian 
Gov:rnntent had left 
(oiniuinvcahih i 	opt nit Lct 
an iIrqLIiry through ctil,ttj t. 

h*:::•. 

de vile project 'siphoning welfare funds' 

I 

C- 

IllS %Ote at the 
ris(itueticy, ('ape 
:sday. The Dot hi a 
C right (0 UlIC iii 

slug Goterninvill 
P I.0.it'rpic) 

I' - Page 5 

p TAC  _ 
s spending more than 
resort' of 28 homes at 

v Ito 	lived 	a I terra t iv 
lifestyles in New South 
Willes. 

The program was 
aimed at setting standards 
in areas such as health, 
cducation and roads. 

Mr Walker described it 
s a difficult mask but said 

the Government was 
wrestling' to conic up 

with it solution, 
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A strong wind warning Is 
current. Rain periods with 
some heavy falls. Cool 
south-east winds 20.30 
knots at times on the coast. 
Moderate to rough seas. A 
moderate swell. 

	

Outlook: 	Showers 
decreasing during the 
weekend. 

Yesterday's 	Llsniore 
maximum, 19.2, minimum 
15.7. 

Forecast maximum, 21. 
O Weather details........22 
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p r e s e n t a t i o n 	of 	it '\Vadeville obviously geared to evoke 
as 	much 	emotion 	as project possible. 

YOUR, lead 	article 	of 
As 	an 	intending 

participant 	in 	the project, 
May 	8 	prompted 	111C 	to I 	can assure you that the 

'write 	an 	inquiry 	as•to conditions 	here 	are a 	far 
'. possible 	recent 	ownership cry from those reported. 

changes at The Norm/tern Many 	iii p rove men is 
have 	been 	made 	to the 

I-las 	Rupert 	Murdoch facilities on 	the 	property, 
.& •added 	your newspaper to not 	by 	the 	mythical 	'six 
•.' 	his 	stablo of 	outlets ía milies 	sharing 	one 

Hippy. 	Resort' 	in toilet', but by a handful of 
: banner 	headlines 	and 	a dedicated supporters who 

mall adjacent photograph have voluntarily supported 
-:of 	I Ierr, Botha 	and 	his the project for some years. 
'Votc for Apartheid We 	have 	currently 

Parochial 	to 	say 	the three 	toilets 	servicing 	six 
least. adults, 	two 	bathing 	and 

Whatever ' happened 	to clothes 	washing 	rooms, 
jurnalistie credibility? hot 	and 	cold 	water 

• 	Your 	article 	on 	the supplied 	by a 	renovated 
• 	Wadeville 	project 	was hydraulic pump system. 

misleading 	ari(I These 	facilities 	are 
inaccurate, 	and 	your contained within the walls 

A 
CARAVAN &.MOBILE 

HOME OWNERS 

DID.YOU KNOW THAT 
SUMMERCRAFT 

CAN MAKE YOU LIVING AREA 
LARGER? 

KOOLANEX 
THE IDEAL PERMANENT OR 

DEMOUNTABLE ANNEXES FOR 
CARAVAN AND MOBILE HOMES 

. 	 .': 
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School's 
newspaper 

MV youngster arrived 
home a fter school this 
afternoon (7/5/87) with a 
copy of The Southern 
Star newspaper eager to 
show me his class efforts 
and pictures of his class 
friends. 

I 	congratulate 	the 
South Public School on a 
fine efl'ort on this their 
very first school 
'newspaper'. 

M ucli time and effort 
by teachers, pupils and 
members of the public 
had resulted in if 'super' 
first edition, 

'Southie' mums, dads 
and the public can be 
usiil'iably proud. 

Congratulations 
'Souths' school; I look 
forward to your second 
edition. , - 

iL1 1iLi 	iolJ 

for sufficient, public lunds to maintain and improve 
thePacific Highway, they would die of old age or 
be killed on the roads. 

i/mt. in mist rank w ith the most insensitive 
commenls .by a' State leader in hisio.ry. 

Fle is. saying that unless some profit-motivated 
• private enterprise outlays the huge sums involved, 
and drivers pay it back through a toil, we have no 
chance of getting a decent road link with the State 
capital; 

O\ 	UcN 	)h exceUcaL . 
many yeai 

Sydney.  
The Paci lie Highway, of horse and buggy 	

A iid it \ 
Government 

standard, is our means of travelling the State.  
projects ouL 

Mr Linsworth said that if a toll were placed on 	The Nor 
the highway, money collected would go towards . Usworth w 

	

making it better and safer. 	 Perhaps i 
What about the money that is already being potholes, lu 

collected in petrol taxes and other impositions on 	service i/I 

drivers? 	 . 	 pay-Jor-it-i 

The 	social 	implications On 
of 	this 	Sal) 	have 	only l'law 
scratched the surface but, o ouk 

as 	it 	further 	widens, 	the bloke 
outcome 	could 	be 	as At' 
unpleasant 	a n d Ms 
unpalatable as that which the 
we have seen occur in a Good 
number 	of 	South refer 
American countries, the 

My 	question'? 	In 	view cOull 
bet o of this country's financial 

dilemma, 	why 	should P' 

income Lax be reduced'? anyv 

Vhy 	it 	' 	greater 
eate 

percentage 	reduction 	in 
the 	higher 	income group 
against the lowest one and 
how 	do giant 	companies I? 
get away with 	paying as 
low 	as 	five ' 	cent, per in 
comparatively low rates of 
tax on massive income'? 

It 	would 	appear 	that Cra 
the lower income earners Nor 

are 	being 	required 	to and 

finance 	income 	tax Sen 

reductions 	for the more and 

'well-to-do' section of the get 

community. 	 - tha 

The 	present retu 

Government 	could 	be - 
called 	Labor 	in 	name less 

only, 	 , 1' 

of existing structures and 
all improvements have li 
been carried out by the s 
people here, at their own 	r 

expense. 
We've had nothing in / 

the 'way of' financial 
assistance to provide these 
facilities. ' 

Many years of hard 
work have gone into this 
project. 

Your publication does 
not assist the people who i 
are up to their armpits 
with the workload. 

It is exceedingly easy 
for politicians to sit 
comfortably in Sydney 
and criticise this 
Particular project. 

The realities are far 
from those reported on 
your front page. 

The Wadeville project 
is indeed an 'experiment 
in social engineering', 
possibly one of the few 
such approaches to solving 
the acute shortage of 
housing in this State. 

It is an innovative 
approach only if you have 
been sleeping for the past 
15 years. 

Multiple Occupancy 
has been proved to be a 
viable alternative to 
existing housing options, 
and nowadays, people 
from many • varied 
backgrounds and lifestyles 
are finding it provides the 
answer, to their housing 
needs. 

Remember the 'good 
old days'? The iime 
when your children could 
walk to school without 
fear of' molestation; when 
your neighbours actually 
talked to you; when you 
could rely on the support 
of the coinniunity when 
times were hard; and 
when the world wasn't 
such a scary place? 

The people who are 
working for this project 
are endeavouring 	to 
rebuild 	the kind of 
corlimunity most of your 
generation remember 
from times past. 

1IARlY NEVILLE, 
Stony Chute Road, 

ia Nimbin. 

A 'peaceful 
119 

The \Vest has ailed 
imentably to effectively 
upport this Liberation 
4ovement, every 
.iberation Movement in 
,frica. 
Not surprisingly such 

cople eventually turn to 
he Communist countries 
or help. 

We are to blame, sir. 
I suggest Mr Johnston 

)btains a transcript of the 
\BC's 	Tuesday's 
)ispatch 	program 
2814187) in which the 
'or mer conserva live PM, 
Malcolm Fraser, was 
interviewed. 

His 	position 	on 
Southern Africa is 
identical to my own and 
to anyone who has studied 
this matter with an open 
mind. 

The remark about the 
looney Left is such cheap 
clatrap. 

By 	Mr Johnston's 
standard, Mr Fraser 
would also qualify for that 
membership. 

His political views have 
not progressed beyond the 
cold war paranoia of the 
1950s.   

KLAAS WOLDR!NG, 
Richniorid H ill. 

IlIIHhIIIIIlIIllIIllItlIlIIllI!IIIIIIIll 
SOs1E blokes need a 

room. 
Mind you, it can be a bit 

confusing to wake up in 
the middle of the night 
and not know where 
you are. 

All doors look the same, 
particularly if you've 
taken strong drink 
before going to bed., 

A Lismore bowling club 
official on an out-of-
town trip at the 
weekend found this out. 

Waking in the darkness 
with a desperate need, 
he headed for the dim 
outline of the door. 

He was out in the 
niulti-storey 	motel's 
ma in passageway before Nr 
he realised he'd picked 
the wrong one. 

It was a sell-locking door, 
too. 

There he was locked out 
in the main passageway Tt 
of' if swanky niotel. clad 	13 ,  
only in his purple A 
polka-dot 	shortic 
pyJnlis 

At that sLoe, he thought 
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Some Cawongla residents are keeping their children out of school rather than drive 
over a three-kilometre unsealed section of the Cawongla-Lisinore road. 

	

The wet conditions caught Kyogle Shire Council 	The Kyogle Shire engineer. Mr P Knight, said it 

	

road workers by surprise this week when they were 	was an embarrassing situation, but nothing could be 
half-way through grading the road 	 done. 

	

\Vorknien last Thursday and Friday had cleaned 	"When the rain stops, the workmen will have 

	

the table drains next to the road and used the material 	another go at the road," he said. 
to resurface the road 	 "The equipment will not be moving because it is not 

When the rain came on Monday, the new surface much use anywhere else during the rain." 

	

turned to slush, which residents said was up to 	Mr Knight said that the council was aware of the 
10 centimetres deep and made the road impassable 	problems. but (lid not have the money to seal the road. 

"No more roads will be sealed in the Kyogle Shire. 
- 	... 	-. ... 	 or in the State," he said. 

More nione) is being spent on welfare health and 

	

. 	 . 	. 	. 	. 	education. 
Ro'id funding is being squee7ed out becquce of 

	

' 	
d societ\ s changing priorities If people are on 'i grivel 

ro id that is 'ill they will h we 
- .-' 	 Vehicle wrecked 

This week, i C'iwongl'm resident wrecked his car,  

	

'. 	 ., 	 which lie bought only last month on the unsealed 
f'J 	 , 	section of roid 

r He swerved to miss all oncoming car md went over 
a steep emb'inkrnent No one was injured but the cir 

	

•:/ 4' 	
- 	

A 	 was not insured 

, 	 ' 	Another car 'ilso was reported to have crashed on 
i'i' 	the unsealed section this week 

The operator of the Cawongli to Lisrnore bus 
4 	 .. /. .•4 4r' 	 , 	 service Mr Griham Hill said that the roid was 

" 	
dimaging his vehicle 

I 'ist month we replaced rivets in the bodywork to 

Yesterdmy I 	ould not allow my relief dri-er to 

	

I 
	m ike the bus safe and to p'iss an inspection he s'mid 

4 	 drive the bus becmusc of the condition of the road 
. 	 . 	. 	 ,.. 	 Another resident, Mr Brian Miller, said that doring 

two 	. es'mI could not p'iss in places because of 

- 	 m 	
;4' 	

'.. 	., 	
All the residents have compl'iined to the council 

many times about the road but nothing seems to be 
a  done he smid 

Mrs Robyn L'ittimer said that a number of people 

	

 
4 	'ilong the road had refused to drive the unsealed 

section to t'ike their children to school 
On Tuesdi) I was able to drive only 500 metres 

	

' ,i 1 	 p._ 	 before gilng up and going home she smid 
"I just could not control the car,"  

	

MR BRIAN MILLER, Mrs Robyn Lattimer and her daughter, Sarah, inspecting 	Yesterday, Kyogle Council workmen were dumping 
the waterlogged Cawongla road yesterday. 	 - 	loads of blue metal on the road. 
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A State Department of Local 
Coernment interpretation of 
building ordinances as not requiring 
external walls has angered the 
Richmond Rher Shire Council. 

The council, at a meeting this 
week, resolved to object to the 
department's interpretation of the 
ordinances. 

An advisory note issued by the 
department stated that although 
clause 47.1 (2) of Ordinance 70 
requires that external walls 
shall be constructed so as to 
prevent the penetration of rain and 
other waters to the inner parts of 
the building, it is the department's 
view that no mandatory 
requirement for the provision of 
external walls exists in the 
ordinance (for houses)'. 

A council may require external 
walls for health or similar reasons, 
but such a condition would be 
subject to appeal. 

The council's power to require 
external walls is contained in the 
Local Government Act. 

A spokesman for the Department 
of Local Government's Building 
Branch inSydney said that the  

advisory note was issued as an 
official interpretation of the 
ord i na nec. 

He said the department had 
received a number of inquiries 
about the ordinance, and that there 
had been a test case in the NSW 
Land and Environment Court 
involving a house with no walls. 
Demolition order 

The case involved the Lismore 
City Council and Bodhi Farm, at 
The Channon. 

The council had issued a 
demolition order because the house 
did not meet its building 
requirements. 

The court ruled that the building 
did not have to be demolished. 

The department spokesman said 
the department's interpretation of 
the ordinance was the result of 
discussions with North Coast 
councils, the Rural Resettlement 
Task Force and members of 
alternative societies. 

The Richmond River Shire 
Council's chief health surveyor, Mr 
Kelvin Frost, said his council 
strongly objected to Government  

resources being wasted in an 
attempt to appease minority 
interests at the expense of the 
majority of taxpayers. 

He said that external walls were 
necessary to stop water damage to 
the structure and contents because: 

• The building was more likely 
to be unroofed during the common 
cyclonic North Coast conditions. 

• Houses without walls provided 
inadequate security. 

• It would be difficult to stop 
cockroaches, flies, mosquitoes, rats 
and mice from entering properties, 
and the entry of dust would be a 
health risk and householders would 
be unprotected during bushfires. 

Mr Frost said the resources of 
the department would be better 
used protecting existing health and 
safety standards, drafting suitable 
amendments to inadequate 
legislation and encouraging sensible 
buildings at a reasonable cost 
rather than in encouraging the 
waste of labour and resources in 
the construction of sub-standard 
structures. 

"The Government is receiving 
poor advice," he said. 
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The Lismore City Council may seek the removal of some unauthorised building works 
ihich came to light as a result of its recent four-month amnesty on illegal buildings. 

More than 270 building illegal residences and 
pplications were received other structures built 

ditrinc the without council consent. 
e;heh applied to 	 he Itriilcsl\ might 

not 	be 	sufficient 	to received after the council 
safeguard 	the 	illegal granted 	a 	one-month 
structures 	reported 	by extension 	to 	the 
some property owners, three-month 	amnesty 

According 	to 	the which 	expired 	last June 
councils 	senior 	health 30. 
surveyor. Mr \V Sherring. He 	said 	278 	app- 
difriculties 	were 	being lications 	were 	received 
esperienced 	with 	some during 	the 	amnesty, 
people who had failed to including 	170 from 	rural 
provide 	sufficient areas and 	10 	from 	the 
niormation 	with 	their Lismore urban area. 

building applications. A 	breakdown of the 
lie 	said 	this 	had figures 	showed 	that 

prevented council officers applications were received 
rio 	making 	a 	proper for 77 building additions, 

cssment 	of 	the 	illegal 37 illegal rural residences, 
building works concerned. 

"It would appear that if 54 	farm 	sheds, 
the 	applicants 	fail 	to carports/garages, 	II 
rrvjde 	the 	required converted residences. 34 
Ill orroalion, 	or 	fail 	to backyard 	structures such 
rectify 	defects 	in 	a as fern houses and garden 
building, 	the 	council's sheds. 	17 	pergolas, 	two 
onIN 	recourse is to decline swimming pools and 	Ii 
to 	issue 	a 	Section 	31 7A other illegal structures. 
Certificate when or if it is Mr Sherring said 	the 
tpplicd for," he said. council 	also 	had 	been 

"similarly, 	where 	an informed of the existence 
,pplication for an existing of 	several 	other 	illegal 
',tructure 	is 	refused 	on building 	works 	which 
planning 	grounds, 	i t  went 	unreported 	during 
would appear that under the amnesty. 

he terms of the amnesty, He said that these were 
thy 	action 	to 	have 	the being 	followed 	up 	by 
hit Id ing 	removed 	wi 1 ot?teers 	of 	the 	hut ding 
hae to be taken by the depart ntcnt. 

planning department." 
Mr Sherring reported 

that 	another 	57 	building 
, rnlionfinn. 	h,,1 	k...., 



Policy likely to set 
multiplellillill!livi  ng standard 

The State Government has 
agreed to consider establishing 
a State-wide policy which would 
permit multiple occupancy of 
rural land. 

The Minister for Planning and Environment. 
Mr Sheahan. announced this when he opened the 
Planning and Development Conference at Valla 
Park yesterday morning. 

This was good news for multiple occupancy 
groups who have been pressing the Government 
to introduce a State-wide policy to overcome 
problems caused when individual councils 
prepare their own. 

The Minister, who arrived by helicopter 
from Grafton. met a delegation from the Rural 
Resettlement Task Force, which is a non-profit 
group based at Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre. 

They gave him papers on building standards, 
council ratings and a draft outline of a possible 
State-wide policy. 

The members of the group who met Mr 
Sheahan were generally pleased with his 
response. 

Opening the conference. Mr Sheahan said a 
State-wide policy would allow multiple oc-
cupancy in suitable areas, prohibit it in environ-
mentally sensitive coastal areas and national 
parks and provide clear criteria for councils to 
ensure multiple occupancy had no adverse im-
pact on the environment. 

He said the proposals would be exhibited 
before a final policy was decided. 

Cr Jim Lissaman. of Coffs Harbour Shire 

Council, said that unless multiple occupancies 
"paid their way' on rates, councils would face 
an extra drain on their resources. 

Cr Lissaman said it might be possible to 
base ratings on family groups rather than land. 

In reply, Mr SEahan said the Minister for 
Local Government. Mr Stewart, was examining 
the rating question. 

"Planners have to recognise that multiple 
occupancy is here to stay and it has to be ad-
ministered and regulated like other develop-
ments." Mr Sheahan said. 

The Nambucca Shire President, Cr John 
Davies, welcomed Mr Sheahan to the shire and 
outlined some problems he believed had to be 
overcome in the planning field. 

He said these included delays in having 
plans prepared: the cost of those plans and the 
time involved: the requirements that they be 
publicly exhibited twice and the volume of 
paperwork. 

Cr Davies was also concerned that a 
departmental review of planning processes was 
happening without much consultation with local 
government, but, he said that in the past six 
months, there had been some improvement in 
the way the system worked. 

Mr Sheahan. noting that he had been the 
minister for six months today, said the review 
had addressed the problems mentioned, and 
there had been discussion with the Local 
Government Association, 

He said he hoped a draft of the proposal for 
amendments to the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act soon would be available for 
public comment.  

'I  

: 
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An alternative house at the Moora Moora community Janet 3male in her kitchen at Mandala 

LIFESTYLE 

Dropping out - a serious business 
TONY A BBO 77'/inds ii 'oo'er/uI ti'ork ethic in 4 uslralia alte,'na;ite coinmunhlies - . 

I)ON.'I ('O'vl F on Fridas", the com-
mune leader said. "because everyone 
will he a way at work." On Sn ndav, as it 
happened, most were out visit rig 
friends and relatives. 

According to a recent S I -page study 
by L)r Bill Metcalf and frank Vanclav, 
of Gri 111th Un iversit , toda 's 
''alternative" is likely to he about 40 
ears old, in a stable. nionoganious re-

lationship and university educated. 
Uninhibited indulgence in drugs and 
alcohol and sexual experinlentation are 
incompatible with a health-conscious 
middle age arid even nude swiniming is 
generally out because it embarrasses 
the kids. 

But iF the nations estimated 60,000 
"alternatives" are no longer very 
threatening they are also no longer very 
difterent. Anti-racism, noli-sexism and 
environmental protection are no longer 
radical values. In 1987 men can he soft. 
women can he tough and children can 
be free yet society is little closer to that 
longed-for ha rnionv. The one-ti me lii p-
pies and rebels are worried about their 
lam i lies and futu res a id even question 
the messianic attitudes with which they 
once assailed "straight" society, Ihe 
beatniks have grown botr rgeoise the 
counter-culture has become conserva-
tive and the greens are becoming grey. 

Dr Peter Cock, i Motiasli University 
sociologist. says that the Moo'i Moora 
('0-operative Corn ni un itv v.'liich he 
helped to found ii 1974 is'' io more a 
reilection of socic t than an a: ternative 
to it". I his radical :hunder rol s some-
what incongru:suslv row d his 
architect-designed. raii in ed-earth 
house with views:: Melbourne. Out-
side, ombats ro at in the garden and 
lvrchirds perch in the trees and shrubs. 
With voluntary la!xr, his m.iumitain re-
treat cost S40,00C. solar cells provide 
plenty of light anti un a stere: system 
but ha e trouble lie ad ni is copi rig 
with a washing mflL 'ine. 

Alternative livi -iv has lost it's grubby 
image. Bill and Jar t Smale '': ropped 
out'' in the earl 7(. Bill worl ed for a 
meat-pack i rig corn pan v an J an - 
nounced at a stall' rr eeting t iat he was 
becoming vegetar L i. For $ months 
they "lived on ai ' with a crowd of 
friends and itineram' s in a larg' rented 
house in l3risbane', Highgate Hill. It 
didn't work, they sat, because they "got 
sick of the hludger:" 

The Manidala community, set in 
farmland and hush near the ('nning-
ham Gap. 200km fam Bris ar e. was 
their attempt to co rhi ire thei: desire 
for a co-operative existence vitli a 
more settled life. In 1976, the males' 

S4000 investment bought a one-hectare 
building block plus an equal say - 
along with 14 other shareholders - in 
the running of a 14011a farm. l.ike 
M oora M oora, Ma rida Ia is a co-
aperative corn muru ty, not a comm Uric. 
Members have private houses and in-
comes. 

In the beginning, say the Smales, 
there was much "Age of Aquarius" 
idealism. ]liev rather regret that life in 
common never really took on and that 
the comniumiitv is more like a close-knit 
rural suhdi i siori than a ii extended 
tam dv. Not everyone attends the 
month lv eonii mun itv meeti rigs or par-
ticipates in comnrun itv work proJects. 
Ott lv two work lu Il-ti me Oil the corn in li-
i-  ity and no one makes a I ivinig from the 
land. A l'ew treat it as a cheap rural lil'e-
s:yle. 

After approval by exisdrig members, 
buying-i ii still costs S4000. But an exist-
ing residence typically costs up to 
S30,000. Buyi rig into Moora M oora 
now costs about SI 6,000 before hours-
ing. Dave Lambert, secretary of the 
i\ im hi ri-based R oral Re-settlement 
Task Force, estimates that taking up 
residence iii a community today costs 
about S20,000. 

Not surprisingly, therel'ore, the 
"dole bludger" tag needs to he heavily 
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Cock: 'If were doing it again I'd set up a religious comrrurrity" 

t 

An PxpernintaI wind qereratoi at MoUrn Moora 

qualified. 	According to 	Metcalf and involveinn. 	Gave Samson, a 	single taients" 	But does ic Want thtni to live 
' anclay. only 17 percent of "alternat- mother who teaches handicapped in- ar. alter iatie lifes:vle? Not really. The 
i"es'' are unemployed while 20 percent fonts at nearby Warwick and who last ci -  ildrert. in any event, are going thei 
are 	engaged 	in 	professional 	work. year won a No -iliern 	territory literary own way. 
1anv "alternatives" do, however, re- award for 	onf stor 	sa 	that Man- Smale re:kons that his son John. a 

2ard the dole as the right of those who dala of1N a caring and sharing en' i- jackaro o in western Queensland, prob- 
-:hoose to do their own 	thing rather ronment and, for her daughter Freva. ably vot 	for the National Partv and 
:iiii as .i safety net for those who are the reassLrinz presence and example of thinks tnat tne community's k.nd is dis- 
3ctively htt unsuccessfully lookirìg for mature men. gracefully under-t sed. An I 8 year old 
work. At Mar dala there is even something, at 	Moor., 	Moora 	said 	that 	lie 	liked 

The residents of Mandala include a of a wor 	t iic. Currie is leaching his COLIntrN life but dil not want that to he 
Lniversi:v lecturer, it woodworker who children wood and metal working as it political statement. 
has carec crests for the state govern- well as pcticl-v because he wants them At Mancala and Moora Moora the 
merit ard a "couple 	who are unem- to be able 	to survive on their wits and l'ormer 	hippies 	have 	developed 	life- 
ploved. Moora Moora boasts styles of idyllic agreahilitv in 

doctor, t so PhD s irid i for 
jier 	as 	s dl as 	three 

tins 	of 	ot..tstinding 
lawycr hcauty. i'et when a ked what 

or 	four 	who 	are 	unLni I 	it 	all about ( ock 	'plics that 
ploycd. 	However, 	they 	are '. his 	own 	community 	"pro- 
not quite middle-class neigh- -, 	-- vides an alternative model for 
horhoods. ,. how 	the 	rural-urlxin 	fringe 

I-or 	one 	thing, 	says ought to be developed". 
vli.tc ilt 	it 	ilalttrn rti\ i. 

average 	i ricome 	is 	a 	lowly 
The 	am 	inttllience and 

sensitivity which caused them 
$5000 a year because many of -, 	 -> 	: tc question established soci- 
he 	hignl'; 	qualified 	proles- •. - 	ely is now directed at them- 
;ionals 	york 	part-time 	or ;' sclves. They have taken stock. 
iave reverted to a subsistence - 	 - -- 	Do 	hand-made 	oots, 	rural 
existence, 	Ian ('urrie, for in- ,. tl - eatre 	groups 	and 	experi- 
stance, 	it 	former 	forester, 	is  :.'- n'ental wind generators really 
now one of Australia's lead- 	- - - 	 make much difFerence? 
ing exper: mental potters. I-us - "If I were doing it again" 
hook, Seoneriare G/a:e.s, has says (cck. "I'd set up it re- 
sold 	I 	0(. 	copies. 	He works - ligious •;ornmunit." He says 
one d t' it wcck at South Bris '- ihi it Meor i Moora S i.nviron 
bane 	TA I-h 	and 	produces ' 	 . mental ethic has nct provided 
pots at Mandala to satisfy the  the "vision bigger than itselr' 
community and his os ii curt 
osity. 

- - 	 necessary for a c )niniunitv S 

- 	long-term survival. 
F-c)r 	another, 	there 	is 	still 	- 

.. 	— 

- 	-'--- 	 - 	- - 	 According to Metcalf the 
considerable 	personal 	inter- 	Potter Ian Currie with his handiwork at Mandata alternative 	Comnunities 	of 
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	 The Krishna's New Govardhana farm near 

Murwitlumbah, NSW, where bullock teams 
are the preferred method of toconotion 

's  ' " - ' capable of a broad-minded application 
of priiì pIes Temple pi e-odei t \ i ish I 

e\pl tins th it thL\ prtiei ti idition il 
farming and.in p irticul u s', ut to tise 
the hut lock a. tins th u s crc sudi u p ut  
0  C e irk Austr tti t NoticthelC he id 

	

/ - 	5 	 nuts oh t grin the\ used i tr ictol re 

	

:-' 	-...'-'-.-.. Lcntl\ because run threatened and the 
plou,hin, needed to he done quickly.  

'I . 	 t 	sell-indulgence of ordinary Soc etv lead 
/ 	 inc\ it ibh to discontent neurosis and 

;t. 	 e en suicide I Ic e mhi iced the Kristin 
- 	 iilO\ cmcflt not b ui uct of \ ill hut hs 

the future will be highly individualistic 
and ti nstructu red or high lv olga nised 
and religious like the New Go ardhana 
arm operated, since 1977,   h the I titer-
national Soeiet or K rishna (on-
sciolisness near Nlurwillumhah, in 
northern New Sout Ii Wales. 

The krishna lana is no place for the 
languid or laid back. I-or hI) adults and 
SO children the organised daN starts at 
4.30am e ith 45 niinutes of singing a rid 
dancing, an hour and a half of niedjia-
don, 45 minutes study of the Rhagavad-
(iita and, finally, 45 muiutes of chant-
ing. At Yam, when the average drop-out 
sould surely drop back into bed, the 
Krishna devotees start a full days 
work: for the children. school: for the 
adults, farnung or a job in it nearh 
tosn. Feening chanting lasts a further 
45 minutes. 1;nderstiuidablv. most re-
tire at Ypm as drugs, alcohol, gambling. 
and intercourse that does not ha e pro-
creation as its aim are not permitted 

With the secular "alternati es', the 
devotees share the aspiration to a more  

realisiniz that nothine else work ,d - for 

	

peacet'ul and simplet way of life in 	him at least A Christian monk could 

	

ereater all-round barr ionv. But this is 	hardly have put it better. 

	

not possible. they bet eve, without the 	It is surely ironic. therefore. if the 

	

"God-consciousness'' that is built on a 	alternative mo cmcnt has ended up 

	

strict spiritual discipline. For all their 	embracing much of traditional re- 
commitment. 	however. 	they 	are 	ligious or famiI life. D 

Five-minute Quiz 20 
	

in which sport? 
h. What is the c:tpiial of Syria! 

	

Name the i hree ships tinder the 
	

7. The girlfriend of cartoon char- 
co iii ma nil 	01' 	C Ii ri stO pher 	acter l'opevc is named - 

	

( cihumbus on his lirst 'o-age to 
	

S. What name is gi en to the larg- 
the Ncs World 
	

est size of chainpagtie bottle? 

	

. \Vtiat colour is the centre ring of 
	

9. Which of Charles i)ickens' 
an :trchier target'? 
	

novels begins. "It was the best 

	

3 Actors Mel (jihson, Marion 	of times, it was the worst of 

	

Bra ndo, ('lark Gable and F rrol 
	

times''? 

	

Flynn have all played which 
	

10. In which sear and in which city 
character on screen? 
	

were the Ol iii pic (james acId 
What is the world's largest car- 	in Australia? 
ni vorous land a ii mat'? 
the terms Sa chow. \\allcv . 	Compiled h Kesin Schiuter 

	

Lutz and sit-spilt are em ployed 
	

Anssers on page 44 
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LISMORE hairdresser 
Sharon Ravner was a 
Cut above 50 of her 
contemporaries when 
she snipped her way to 
third place in the 
third-year and fourth-
year apprentices' 
section of the Aust-
ralian hair styling 
championships on the 
Gold Coast at the 
weekend. Her model, 
4ichael Thorpe. of 

AlstonilIe. displa's 
Sharon's st Ic. 

Kyogle Shire Council Crosio that the shire had illegal dwellings has 	The council told Mrs 	 advised that retrospective 

	

has asked for the Local become popular with reached such proporttons Crosio that despite this 	 . 	. . 	 building Ices are not Go%ernrnent Act to be alternative 	society that the whole system of increased activity b 	 . - 	- 	lawful, and a certificate of amended 	because 	of settlements, 	 building regulation is in council officers, man: 	 " compliance must be used problems with illegal 	"During the past 10 jeopardy in rural areas of dwellings were still bein i, 	
to resolve the Situation." buildings in the shire. 	years, many dwellings the shire, 	 started, .and completed 	 Mr Thew said that the The council has sent a have been constructed 	"During 	1986, the without building approval. 	. 	 a t t i t u d e 	by 	the letter to the Minister for without building approval, council allocated extra 	As it was often some 	 .j 	department 	was 

	

Local Governmcnt, Mrs and in remote areas where staff to attempt to detect time later that they were 	. - .----" 	 ' 	threatening the council's 

	

Croslo, explaining the they were not detected by and map illegal dwellings, detected, the council was 	 I 	attempts to eliminate 

	

dilemma caused by the the council's one-man and this year engaged an unable to proceed under 	 ' 	illegal dwellings; was At 	which 	makis health 	and 	building extra pirt tlrnt. health and the penalty provisions of 	 giving 	financvil retrospective building department," the letter building surveyor in an Section 317 of the Act. ---- ...........
'2 	 encouragement to illegal approvals illegal. 	. said. 	 ' 	attempt to clean up the 	The Shire Clerk. Mr 	builders: and denying The council told Mrs 	"The number of these situation. - 	 P Thew, said that when 	 ' 	 State 	Government 

	

such buildings eventually, 	; '' 	. 	'' 	,I' 	'agencies 	and 	local 
 were 	detected 	the 	 councils the fees rcquird 

	

Dep'irtment of Loc il 	 to fund their activitii,s kt,  

	

C icrnmeflt had adstsi,d 	 , 	 1'le said that thi. counul - 	.. 	 1 	that the situation should 	 1, 	had callcd for ih \'t to 

	

. 	
/ 	" 	 '  

	

be msde leg il hy Iccuing i 	 be amend d eithvr to 
' 	 vtrtifii.atc of i.ouipll'sni.c 	 ( PC rOiL 	ri'trospectis i. 

	

4 	• '.'' 	

' t 	 cvStiII, 	7fl 	 - 	 - 	building ipprovals,  with 
Providing 	the 	 P rhiF '' 	full co t of fc..s bciiig iaid 

S 	
\'C 

	
"i.rtificatc is issued the pri.fei w require owners bs dii. builder or those 

5 	 owner then has a fully of 
	di,tt.cti.d 	illi.gal buildings erected without 

galised dwelling for $20, buildings to submit full building approval should 

in contrast with the buildiiig dpplications and be subject to a fee equal 
pcison who tollows the plans and pay all the fees to or exceeding the 
proper path of obtaining that law-abiding builders corresponding building 
the required State and pay, but the Department fees, plus building licence 
local 	,,government of Local Government has and long service levy fees. 
approvals, he said.  

"A person who intends 
to build a small rural Seminar for council candidates 
dwelling worth $20,000 
would 	have 	a 	$30 	Candidates intending to seek election to the Lisruore 
owner-builder fee (paid to City Council in Sepeniber, will be told about the duties 
the Builders Licencing of aldermen at a seminar at the Lismore City flail next 
Board); a $100 long month. 

	

service levy (paid to the 	The seminar, on August 14, will be attended by a 
Building and Construction number of speakers from within local gosernnient, 
Industry Long Service including incumbent aldermen. 

	

Payments Corporation); 	People eligible to sote in the council elections will be 
and a $70 building residents of the Lisniore area and non-residents who 
application fee to the own Lismore property. 
council, a total of $200. 	People wanting more information should contact the 

"The council would Lismore City Council Chambers. 

J ,tc/(e('flh, tA 	II 
IN 
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Out-of-date Act helps law. breakers 
LOCAL government has major problems with 

illegal buildings, and none has more than the 
Kyogle Shire Council. 

In a bid to have the Local Government Act 
amended to deal with the situation, the Kyogle 
council points out an anomaly that gives a 
financial advantage to those who break the 
building bylaws. 

The council says that because of the remoteness 
of some of the areas in which illegal building takes 
place, detection of it often takes time. 

Because the Act makes retrospective building 
approvals illegal, when the illegal building is 
found, the Department of Local Government 
advises the council that the building should be 
made legal by issuing a certificate of compliance, 
costing $20. 

When this is issued, an offender against the 
building code has a fully-legalised dwelling for a 
$20 fee, whereas the person who follows the legal 
course of obtaining council permission to build, 
can pay $200 in fees. 

The Kyogle council says it wants owners of 
detected illegal buildings to submit full building 
applications and plans and pay the fees that 
law-abiding builders pay. 

"But the Department of Local Government has 
advised that retrospective building fees are not 
lawful, and a certificate of compliance must be 
used to resolve the situation," says the Kyogle 
Shire Clerk, Mr P Thew. 

No wonder the Kyogle council sees this as an 
anomaly. 

Any parliamentary legislation that penalises the 
law-abider and makes illegality profitable for the 
law-breaker is bad and should be amended without 
delay. - 
- The Kyogle council wants the Act changed to 
allow retrospective approvals to buildings with the 
full fees being paid; or to make buildings erected 
without approval subject to fees equal to or 
exceeding the normal amounts. 

Something has to be done about illegal building 
before the situation becomes chaotic, with builders  

ignoring the council building codes that are laid 
down for everyone's protection. 

Councils themselves must be in a quandary to 
know which way toturn. 	 .

11 

How many times have orders to demolish illegal 
buildings been given by them, and no action' 
taken? 

There are people ,who are treating the councils' 
building bylaws asajoke. 

And rather than be penalised for doing so, they 
are being given a' financial advantage by an Act 
that is sadly out of date. 

This ignoring of -building standards and 
requirements has not reached into the cities and 
towns yet, but it can't be far away. 

At the moment, illegal builders appear to be in 
the protected category 

Not only are the'.not, being penalised, they ac 
actually being eneouraged to break the law. 

And that is a surefire way to break down any 
control that lbcal government has. 

PSEL-t)ON\S are not 

Cost of a 
new State 

THOSE who advocate 
a new State in Northern 
New South Wales 
evidently give little 
thought to the tremendous 
cost burden that would be 
inflicted upon us should 
such a thing eventuate. 

Unlike the gradual 
build-up of government 
departments and their 
housing space over the  

definite link between the 
rise in child sexual assault 
and pornography as well. 

A recent example was 
the abduction and sexual 
assault of three children 
from Sydney. 

Surely,  if we can put a 
stop to readily available 
pornography, we will be 
well on the way to making 
our country safer for our 
children. 

Are readers prepared to 
Sit back in trueAussie 
fashion and say 'she'll be 
rieht mate' or will you do 

Before 	retiring 	in 
Ballina I spent 30 years in 
your kind of business as 
city editor, managing 
editor and associate editor 
of regional and metrop-
olitan daily newspapers. 

By all means continue 
with coverage of the 
South Ballina story. But 
do it fairly and 
unsensationally. 

If you wish to conduct 
surveys, do so in depth. 

Get all the facts about 
the proposal. Then 
interview.  

by the imposition of such 
restrictions. 

That statement was 
wide of the mark. 

Let us be hypothetical: 
John Citizen on his way 
to work travels over a 
restricted piece of road in 
a manner dangerous to 
the public. 

He is apprehended by a 
police officer who charges 
him with the offence. 

A magistrate, in the 
interest of the whole 
community, relieves him 
of his licence for 12 

rcrseniientiv 

Industrial 
agreements 

AS A member of the 
Swan Committee which' 
developed Voluntary 
Employment Agreements, 
I am concerned that there 
has been a lot of 
inaccurate statements and 
scare-tactics produced by 
unions over the proposals 
to introduce VEA's as an 
alternative to industrial 
awards. 

'5  

concerned, including the 
IR system itself. 

However the real issue 
the union movement is 
afraid of 'is not the 
existence of a yEA, but 
of the likely effect on 
union control and 
membership. They will no 
longer control the agenda. 

Quite frankly, the 
sensible unions will have 
little to fear but the 'acid 
test' is now on the unions 
to react maturely and 
retain their membership. 

They may have to sell 
1''ter. The' 

---------- 
Edttor. Coneet name, addrms 
and tekpbtoe number mllat be 
included. Full addre.seS are 
required, although atreet 
aamC3 and telephone numbaei 
Will not be pihlihed. Letters 
attould be no longer than .Mt' 
,ords. Preference wUl be 
gteen to shorter letters. 

have to play their part in 
a proper manner. 

In the final analysis. all 
Australians basically 
know 'what's fair and 
reasonable' - I am sure 
that VEA will find the 
right level of acceptance 
and standing, just the 
same as everyone knows 
who the good unions arc 
and who the bad unions 
are. 

The test of time will 
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An a(lernat ye house at the Aoora Moora ccmrnunity 
	

Janet Smate in her kOc -ren at Mandata 

LI F ESTh' LE 

Dropping out - a serious business 
TONY A BBO TTfind. a p.werfui t'-'ork el/tic in A uira1ia 's altprnanve coran!unities. 

"D:)N - r C":)M E on Friday', th. corn-
mure eader said, "because evrvone 
vil he away at wlrk.'' On Sunday, as it 
ha per:ed, most were OLt 'i ;iting 
frier ds LnCI elati ces. 

Ace ding to recent SI - Dage study 
by Dr Bli Metcalf and Fran . Varclav, 
of Criffith University, tiiay's 
afternative" is I kely to he about 40 

years o4d, in a stable, monocamous re-
latio iship Lnd aniversity eduened. 
Unir bib ted indulgence in drugs and 
alcohol and exual experi mentatlo 1 are 
inccrnpa:ihlc with a health-conscious 
mid ile .te aid even nude swimming is 
generall out because it embarrasses 
the k ds. 

BLt it the natic n's estiniated (C,000 
"alt mat yes" ar no longer very 
threie fling they are also no Ic rige- very 
ditleni. Arrti-rac.sm , non-sexism and 
environmental protection are no longer 
radkal ' lue. In 1987 men c ii he soft, 
vom* n ean be tough and ch I d ren can 
be ir vet society is little closer to that 
longed-far ha rnioniv. The one-ti me rip-
pies and n chic are worried about t id 
families md luturcs and even question 
the ir es iii ic attitudes with w iich they 
once .mssamlcd "tr tight' society. The 
beatniks have gro.vn hourge rise, the 
couniner-culture has become conisen Va-
ti v e ard if e greens are hecomu I ng grey. 

Dr Peter Cock, a Monas University 
soologist, says that ftc Moori Mo ra 
4c'-operative Commt. r it)' which he 
he Ded to l'ound in 1974 is "now iiore a 
reli ction of society th n an alternative 
to it". His radical thunder :ol .s sonr e - 
what incongruously rou r d his 
rl. hitect-designed, ramm d-eartL 

Io..se with views to Melicurne. OLt-
side, wombats root in t it earden anc 
lrebirds perch in the tree:; nd shrU17 S. 

\Vit 1 voluntary labor, his mountai ii re 
trea: cost S40,000. Solar cc Is provide 
pIer ty of light and run sterec svste i 
but have trouble, he :cdnis, copiri, 
witi a washing machine. 

, Iternative living ha; lest its grul* 
image. Bill and Janet Sinale "dropped 
oat ' in the early 70s. Bil wcrked for a 
irear-packing compari v an J an-
nounced at a stall meet rig that he w: s 
icciming vegetarian. For IS nonft 
hev "lived on air" with a crowd ct 

:riends and itinerants ir i Ia -ge rente i 
lious in Brisbane's Hiehga.e Hill. It 
didn t work, they say, heausr. they "get 
sick uI the bludgers". 

The Mandala comi -i anity, set in 
arm and and bush near the ( un ling-

ham Gap. 200km fronii I3risha ic. va; 
their attempt to combine th ci r cesire 
In - a co-operative existence 'vith a 
i - iore settled life. In 1976, the Sir ales' 

S40)0 inestmnent bought a one-hectare 
building block plus ar equal say - 
.mlong with 14 other shareholders - in 
:he running of a I 4Oha farm. Like 
\loora Moora, Mandala is a co-
opecative community, not a commune, 
ylenihers have private hauses and in- 
CO fliCs. 

Ii the beginning, say the Smales, 
there was much "Age of Aquarius" 
idealism. They rather regret that life in 
cOrnnion never really too < on and that 
the comir unitr' is more like a close-knit 
rura subdivision than an extended 
family. Not everyone attends the 
non thly comm unity ineeti rigs or par-

ci p .ttes in corn rn unity x ork projects. 
only two work lull-time en the commu-
nity and no one rnakesaliing from the 
land. A few treat it as a cleap rural life-
style. 

A ter approval by exising members, 
buying-in still costs S400C. But an exist-
inig -esidence typically costs up to 
S0,000.3uvi ng into M Dora Moora 
now costs about $I 6,00(1 iefore hous-
irg. Dave Lanibert, sec.etary of the 
Ni mlii n-b.tsed Rural c-settlement 
Task Force, estimates that taking up 
residence in a communitj today costs 
about 520,000. 

Not surprisingly, therefore, the 
"dole bludger" tag needs to he heavily 
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Cock: "1ff were doing it again id set u a religious conmuflity An experimental wind generator at Moora Moora 

qualified. Accordirg to Metcalf .  and 

Vanclay, only 17 percent of "alteriiat-

ives" are unemplcyed while 20 per:ent 
are engaged in professional wark. 

Many "aiternativs" do, hovever. ic-
gard the dole as the right of :hose .vho 
choose to do their own th: ng rallier 
than as a safety ref for those who are 
actively but unsuccessfully looking for 

work. 
The residents cii Mandala include a 

university lecturer, i woodw.arker .vho 
has carved crests for the sta:e govern-
ment and a "couple' who are unem-

ployed. Moora Mcora boasts 
a doctor, two PhD's and a for- 
mer lawyer as well as "three 
or four" who are unem- 
ployed. However, they are 
not quite middlc-:lass neigh-

borhoods. 
For 	one 	thug. 	says 

Metcalf. rural "alter natives' 
average income is a lowly 
S500() it year hecaus many o - 
the highly qualili d profes-
sionals work pa-t-trme or 
have reverted to it .ubsistence 

existence. Ian Currie, for in-
stance, a former orester, is 
now one of Austra ia's lead-
ing experimental rotters. His 

book. Sunu'ware (.ila:es, has 

sold 1500 copies. He works 
one day a week at South Itris-
bane TAFE and produces 
pots at Mandala to satisfy the 
community and h s own curi-
osity. 

For another, there is still 
considerable pero lal inter 

inol ement. Giye Samson, it single 

mother who teaches handicapped in- 
lants at nearby Warwick and who last 

won a Nor , hern Territory literary 

r. icr short .ory, sas that Man-
dala offers a caing and sharing envi-
re nrr ent and, for her daughter Freva, 

I Iw reasuring pre\ence and example of 

mature men. 
A Mandala. here is even something 

of it work ethic. (urric is teaching his 
cj ildrei wood md metal working as 

•.vll :Ls potters because he wants them 

to he able "to survive on their wits and  

talents". Rut does he want them to live 
an alternative lilest Ic? Not really. The 
children, in any event, are going their 

own wa'. 
Smale reckons that his son John. a 

jackaroo in western Queensland, prob-
ably votes 'or the National Party and 
thinks that the community's land is dis-
gracefully under-used. An 18 year old 
at Moora Moora said that he liked 
country life but did not want that to he 

it political statement. 
At Mandala and Moora Moora the 

former hippies have developed life-
styles of idyllic aoreeability in 

• 	
.. 	settings 	of 	outstanding 

beauty. Yet when asked what 
: it's all about Cock replies that 

his own coniniunity "pro-
vides an alternative model for 
how the rural-urban fringe 

ought to he developed". 
-. 	The same intelligence and 

sensitivity which caused them 
to question established soci-
ety is now directed at them-
selves. They have taken stock. 

-- Do hand-made pots, rural 
theatre groups and experi- 

J mental wind generators really 
make much (lillerence? 

''Ii I were doing it again" 
says Cock, "I'd set up a re- 
ligious community. 1-Ic says 
that Moora M ooras en vi ron-
mental ethic has not provided 
the "vision bigger than itsell' 

'0 necessary Ior a community S 

lon"-term survival. 
.'\ccording to Metcalf the 

alternative communities of 

1'• 

71 
0 

co 

Potter Ian Currie with his handiwork at Mandala 
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The Krishna's New Govardhana farm near 
Murwillumbah, NSW, where bullock teams 
are the preferred method of locomotion 

Si? 

£ 
77  

- 	

- 

: 	
r 

; 	 ...' 	 .. 

the luture svill he hiehlv indis idualistic 
and unsit uctured or hiehlv oreanised 
and relicius like the New Go ardhana 
farm operated. since 1977, h the inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness near Murwillunibah, in 
northern 'ew South Wales. 

The Krishna farm is no place for the 

languid o laid back. For ((1  adults and 
8() childrn the oreauised day starts at 
430am w th 45 minutes ot sinoine and 
dancing. an hour and a f hal of medita-
tiøti.4 minutes study of the Bhaavad-
Gita and. Iinativ, 45 minutes of chant- 
i ng. At 9am. when the a verage drop-out 
sould surely drop back into bed. the 
Krishna Jevotees start a Iill day's 
svork:lor the children, school : for the 
adults, fa-mino or a oh in a nearby 
town. Evening chanting lasts a further 
45 m inut s. U ndcrsta nd;iblv, most re-
tire at 9pm as drugs, alcohol, gambling, 
and intercourse that does not have pro-
creation as its aim are not permitted. 

With the secular ''alternatives'', the 
devotees share the aspiration to a more  

capable of a broad-mi tided application 
of principles. Temple president \'risha 
explains that they preler traditional 
farming and, in prtieular, want to use 
the bullock teams that were such it part 
of early Australia Nonetheless, he ad-
mits with a grin. t icy used a tractor re-
centiv because rain threatened and the 
ploughing needed to he done quickly. 

Vrisha stou tiv maintains that the 

self-indulgence of ordinary society lead 
inevitably to discontent, neurosis and 
even suicide. He embraced the Krishna 
tilOvement. not b an act of will but by 
realising that nothing else worked - for 
him at least. A Christian monk could 

hardly have put it better. 
It is surely ironic, therefore, if the 

alternative movement has ended up 
embracing much of traditional re-
ligious or family Lie. 0 

peiceItil and simpler way of life in 
greater all-round harmony. But this is 
not possible. theN believe, without the 
"God-cjnsciousness' that is built on a 
strict spiritual discipine. For all their 
corn n it in ciii, however, t Ii cv are 

Five-minute Quiz 20 in which spor? 

ô. What is the capital of Syria? 

Name the thrie ships under the 7. The girifrienc of cartoon char- 

command 	of 	Christopher acter Popeve is named 

(oltimbus on his first voyage to S. What name is given to the larg- 

the New \Vorl I. est size of champagne bottle? 

2. 	What colotir is the centre ring of 9. Which 	of 	Charles 	I)ickens' 

archery target? .n novels begins. "It was the best 

3. 	Actors 	Mel 	Gibson. 	MarIon of times, 	it 	was the 	worst of 

Brando. ('lark Gable and Errol times"? 

Flynn 	have 	ll 	played 	which 10. In which year and in which city 

t. haracter on screen? were the Olympic Games held 

4. 	What is the world's largest car- in Australia? 

nivorous land animal? 

5. 	The 	terms 	Silchcw, 	Waltey. Compiled by Kevin Schluter 

Lulz and sit-spin are employed Ansers on page 44 

Till BULLETIN, JULY 28. 1987 



Meeting with Department of Local Governnvit, 	a-* 	1 3Development 
Branch (ropres nted by Fr Kerry Callaghan) wii flid North Coest multiple 

Occupancy groups - organised by Beilinen riultiple Occupancy Action Group 
(MOAG) £uesclay 7th July 2.000 - 4.00pm Chrysalis Community, Kalang. 

(note: ths is the third of suci meetings) 

AGENDA 

- Apologies from:Mi' Lyall Di, Chief of tbo Land. and .13uilding Dev Branch 
• 	 ir Fetci' hamilton, .fiodhiFarm, RRTF 

- Introduction - including brief rpport from each m.o. presn 

- Report from RHP[ - news from Kyogle, Tweed, Byron Lismore 

1 . Any now in or;a ;ion from the Land & B/D Branch 

State of the Draft Australian Building Code 

BRAN No 102 (copy on beeR of meeting invitation) —Lismore Council's 
response to it, and our concern 

RETROSPECTIVITY - blie exact position on legalising existing houses 

- explanation of the now 317A certificate 
- draft of now 3178 notice (progress on) (= demolition notice) 

- any way of logalising exisitng uiiding other than thro' Fart 11 
of Local Government Act (Cr Kevin Childe) 

- any alternative to Engineer's certificate? (Bundagen) 

- is there minimum 	level of building inspection? (MOAG) 

EXPANDED HOUSES - generql discussion on the possibilities 

- Lismore nugesting limit of GOrn between units of E/H 
- various queries from ]3undggen 

- infomration from RRTF (submission on Aboriginal Housing) 

OWNER BUILDER 	PERMITS FOR MOs - info from Bundagen 

I.V 111ITE ANT TREATMENT 

- queries from Homeland 
- request to OGIRO from RRTP 

COMPOSTING T0ILTS - any progress with NS1V Dept of Health tests? 

HOUSE SITING (retrospective approval) - does buildin g  inspector 
have povers to require site to be changed? (Homeland) 

ANY OTIIER BUSINiSS 
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porting bodies hit by 
( 	7 	 -- 

 

environmental impact 
? 

15,  tj 

' 

 

BYR(JSSELLELDPJDGE  

The Lismore City Council is to seek anurgent amendment to the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act because of a critical  

7 
shortage of available topsoil for the district 's sports fields and parks  and gardens. 

Under 	the 	Act, 	an 

. 
Lismore 	District Sports 

.. 

that 	many 	of 	the THE foreman of the Lismore District Sports Association, Mr 1ue Cooper, inspects the quality of topsoil at 
environmental 	impact Association has drawn on association's 	.70 sports Oakes Oval - -.- - 

- 	' 	•:'t- & - 	- 	' - . 
statement 	has 	to 
accompany any applic- 

a stockpile of topsoil. But 
the 	stockpile 	is 	nearly 

fields 	required 	main- 
tenance 	and 	improve- 

- 
motions which cal 

.
led for: use 	by 	the 	council 	for 

' . 
provisions 	of 	1he .Act. responsibility. 

ation to remove topsoil, depleted and the assoc- ments. But they had been • )upport 	rorn 	t. e several 	years, 	to which 	he 	said 	were "There 	i 	a 	big 
The council 	is seeking iation 	says 	it 	cannot 'put on the back-burner' L.OI '.jovernment Assoc- substantiate 	the 	costs becoming a farce. difference 	between 

the support of the Local afford the cost and time because of the looming iat, ion 	conference 	ter involved 	in 	preparing an S 	thin 	- has 	to developing a coalmine and 
Government Association delay 	involved 	in 	pre- soil shortage. this 	monti 	at 	rort impact statement. - 4, appen. 	e 	ai . extracting soil for a sports 
to have this requirement paring an environmental 

"V 	 fields 	for 
Macquarie to request the The town planning 

field, 	but 	you 	need 	an 
waiv1 and allow councils 
to assume responsibility 

impact statement. 
The Statements can cost examp e, are b 	It 	old 

Act 	be 	amended 	so 
counci!s 	may 	obtain 

department to prepare a "This Government 
hell-bent 	on 	destroying 

environmental 	impact 
statement 	for both," 	he 

for small soil extraction several 	thousand dollars garuage 	ips, 	dover materials 	to 	improve 
submission 	to the 	Dep- 
artment o 	Environment itself. No one will open a said. 

o 	rations Pet, and 	take 	about 	three 

	

bd 	d time 	t ey 	su Si C 	an 
need 	topping 	up, 	Mr 

sporting 	fields 	and other and Planning to establish quarry and all develop-
ment will The Act should make or severa' years, t e h - m 	ths to 	rocess 

In 	mane 	cases 	the Ashley said. 
areas' 	without 	having 	to the size of a development an 	exception 	for 

f r 	es 	a Others have taken a 
produce an environmental 
impact statement, 

for 	which 	the 	council "The whole State will operations 	of a 	certain - oc 	
It kes 	

flg 	
th approva 	0 

lot of hard wear and need might 	assume 	respons- grind to a halt." limited 	size 	and 	time a4 
e 	

4,a 	, 	1 er 
itse 	an to be ripped and regraded. • The 	Local 	Gov- ibility. Aid Habib moved that period. This could extend 

• Jo 
outweighs the value of the "We ye 	had 	to 	turn ernment 	Association 	to Aldermen R Hepburn 

the 	Local 	Government 
A 	 b 

to the private sector." 

THE venture. down a number of clubs establish a committee to 
look into ways in which 

and 	H 	Habib 	led 	the a 	ro ch:d 	ornsu 	art 	
C 

PP 	a 	 ' Mr Reynders said that 
The 	association 	says 

that 	this 	has 	made 	the 
asking for topdressing, so 
we 	are 	feeling 	the 

the 	Act 	'conflicts 	with 
attack 	on 	the 
Environmental 	Planning The 	Lismore 	chief 

his 	office 	previously 	had 
made a submission along 

I 	' 	I cost 	of acquiring 	topsoil effects." what local government is and Assessment Act. planner, Mr P Reynders, these 	lines 	to 	the 
from private contractors Lismore aldermen lst trying 	to 	achieve 	and AId Hepburn said that said 	that 	the 	legislation Department of Environ- 
prohibitive, week spoke out angrily what 	the 	people 	really there would 	be a public should be amended to give mcnt and Planning, but it T I The 	secretary 	of the against the restrictions of want', backlash against certain local 	government 	more had been turned down. 
association, 	Mr 	Peter the Act. 

- 
40 An 	tnvestiation 	to 	I  



14 
council, the building 	In the event of an he may be required by the 
meets Ordinance 	70 illegal builder failing to council to improve the 
standards, 	 submit this information, structure, or demolish it. 

II 	4. THE NORTHERN STAR. SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 1986. 

The legal options open to the Kyogle Shire Council in dealing 
with unauthorised buildings within the shire boundaries are to be 
insestigated by a nessly formed committee. 

The 	corn mi Lice's 	ss urk 	ss ill 
complement a survey being carried out 
by council staff to identify and map all 
illegal constructions in the shire. 

During the first inspection of 
properties undertaken for the survey', 
27 unauthorised buildings were 
identified in the Upper Horseshoe 
Creek area. 

In a report to the council this week. 
the shire engineer, Mr P Knight. said 
that the survey would be a 'lengthy 
task'. 

But he said it was the only way,  the 
council could determine the extent of 
the problem. 

"The question of what action the 
council should take in these matters is 
not simple," he said. 

All unauthorised dwellings are an 
offence against the Local Government 
Act. Many, but not all, are an offence 
against the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act. 

"There are differing legal approaches 
the council can take - through 
building laws, planning laws, or both." 

Mr Knight recommended that the 
council write to landowners whose 
properties contained unauthorised 

buildings informing them of the 
buildings which were illegal and 
advising them that the council would 
take legal action if the constructions 
were not regularised within three 
months. 

lie also advised the council to 
reconstitute the town planning 
committee to become the town 
planning and building committee and 
recommended that it be authorised to 
investigate the legal options open to the 
council in dealing with illegal dwellings 
and the appropriate action for the 
council to take in each case. 

The 	council 	adopted 	the 
recommentta Lions. 

Afier the meeting. Mr Knight said 
that the council would prefer 
landholders with unauthorised 
buildings on their properties to 
approach the council rather than have 
staff go in search of them. 

"Even if the buildings are illegal, the 
council is willing to discuss the matter 
and advise landholders on the steps to 
take to have the buildings lcgatised." he 
said. 

U11WJ16 UU, jx 
fianiem to 

1W The 	Lismore 	City standard acceptable to the 
Two senior officersof the NSV 	Department of Council 	has 	announced council." 

Local Gmernment held talks in Lismore this week with plans 	for 	a 	stringent Mr Douglass accepted 
the 	Lismore 	City 	Council 	on 	multiple-occupancy clampdown 	on 	illegal that 	demolition 	orders 
building standards, building 	work 	undertaken should be issued for illegal 

They are the chairman of the Building Regulations after next June 30, residences only as 	a 	last 
Advisory Committee. 	Mr Lyall 	Dix, and 	the chief resort, and when all other 
technical officer of the department's land and building Owners 	of 	tUeal avenues 	had 	been 
development branch. Mr Trevor Howse. buildings 	in 	the 	City exhausted. 

Mr Dix and Mr Howse were sent to Lismore to Council 	area 	will 	be 
granted an amnesty from "' 	a general principle. 

resolve problems confronting the council in applying 
prosecution 	if they apply would 	be 	best 	- 

Ordinance 	70 	building 	standards 	to 
for 	building 	approval subject 	to 	development 

multiple-occupancy housing. 
The former 	Minister for 	Local Government, 	M r before 	the 	June 	30 consent being available - 

Stewart. offered to send the two officers to Lismore deadline, to 	trY 
buildinto 

	have 	all 	illegal 
gs brought up to 

when responding last year to a letter from the council But 	anyone 	carrying standard," he said. 
concerning 	the 	Bodhi 	Farm 	multiple-occupancy out 	buildi'ng 	work 	after "But there need not be developnient at The Channon. that 	date 	without 	first the 	same 	reluctance 	to The council had written to the Minister after the obtaining council approval issue demolition orders on NSW Land and Environment Court refused to uphold will 	be 	prosecuted 	under non'residential 	structures. demolition orders issued on two residences at Bodhi the 	New 	South 	Valcs if the co-operation of the Farm. 

Mr Stewart was asked to provide local government 
Local Government Act. ow ncr cannot be secured 

with clearly-defined guidelines for applying Ordinance '[he 	council 	imple- to bring it up to standard. 

70 building standards to multiple-occupancy. mented 	the 	new 	policy "Nevertheless 	there 
While in Lismore, Mr Dix and Mr Howse had talks this week after deciding to must be some deterrent if 

with 	senior 	council 	officers 	and 	visited take 	tough 	action 	aimed the council is to maintain 
multiple-occupancy developments, including 	Bodhi at overcoming 	problems any credibility in building 
Farm. 	 . resulting 	from 	a 	rash 	of coxtrols." 	- 

They also attended a meeting of the Lismore City illegal 	building 	activity 	in 
its area, Mr 	Douglass proposed 

Council on Tuesday night. a 	policy 	which, 	after 	a 
Mr Dix told aldermen that local government could The 	city 	health period of amnest y , would 

not issue retrospective building approvals for illegal 'J surveyor. Mr 	Douglass. allow the owners of illegal 
buildings. 	 . expressed alarm about the buildings to apply to the 

He 	said 	councils 	could 	issue 	Section 	317A situalion 	in 	.a 	report council 	for development 
certificates of compliance 	for 	illegal 	buildings, 	but recommending 	a 	set and building consent. 
only 	if the owner 	requested one and 	the 	building policy aimed at curbing 
complied with Ordinance 70 standards. 'unbridled 	illegal 	building He said that whets the 

Any 	illegal 	builder 	requesting 	a 	hertificate 	of work. 	 , amnesty expired, it should 
compliance could be asked to supply,  the council with be 	council 	policy 	to 
plans and specifications and 	any other information Mr Douglass said that prosecute 	illegal 	builders 
needed 	to 	ensure 	that 	the 	building 	complied 	with a 	disturbing 	increase 	in under 	sections 	311 	and 
Ordinance 70. 	 . the 	incidence 	of 	illegal 317 	of 	the 	Local 

Banks and building societies would not finance the building 	during . the 	past Government Act. 
purchase of any building which had not been issued two 	years 	had 	to 	be 

checked if the council was "\'hile 	the amnesty is 
with a certificate, 

Mr 	Dix 	was asked 	if the council 	and 	individual to 	maintain 	reasonable in 	force, 	extensive 
publicity should 	be given 

aldermen could be held legally liable in the event of a control over buildings. 
to 	the 	council's 

certificate being issued for a building which was later. "Prosecution 	and intentions," 	Mr 	Douglass 
found to be structurally unsound, demolition 	orders 	have said. 

He warned that councils had to act with 'due care been discussed, 	but there 
and diligence' in issuing the certificates. are 	problems 	associated "Anyone found illegally 

Otherwise they could be found liable. with both." he said. constructing 	buildings 
"Obviously, it is difficult to see into a concrete slab during the amnesty should 

once it has been laid," he said. "The main 	problem be 	treated 	in 	th'e 	same 
"Council 	building 	inspectors 	must 	make 	an with 	prosecution 	is 	that way as those covered by 

assessment based on experience and the facts before the legal costs incurred by th 	amnest', 	- 	no't 
them." the council usually exceed prosecuted, but required 

Mr Dix said that a recent High Court decision had the 	fines 	and' 	costs to 	submits 	plans 	for 
dramatically 	shifted 	the 	onus 	of liability 	from 	the awarded by the court. specifications 	to 	the 
council to the owners in cases of illegal b'uildings. "And 	obtaining 	of 	a council." 

The law is quite clear. People must get approval verdict 	against 	an 	illegal If 	the 	council 	is 
before constructing a building," he said, builder 	does 	not satisfied, 	it 	can 	issue 	a 

"Councils should 	use demolition 	orders as a last necessarily mean that the Section 3 l7A certificate 
resport. building, 	if sub-standard, of compliance indicating • Continued Page 5 will 	be 	brought 	up 	to a that, in the opinion of the 
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Th1839Ui) o iI]ines prObifflh1B 
The submission by 

the Rural Resettlement 

Task Force to the 

Commission of Inquiry 

into multiple occupancy 
in Tweed Shire covered 
almost 70 foolscap 

pages. 
It had live separate 

sections and 28 appen-
dices. 

The submission also 
contained comments and 
recommendations arising 
from primary submissions 
by several organisations. 

These were Tweed Shire 
Council, Lismore City 
Council, Kvode Shire 
Council. Land Commis-
sion, Northern Rivers 
Count:. Coo neil, Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 
Department of Local 
Government, Soil 
Conservation Service, 
Johnson Farm Man-
agement and the Depart-
Inent of Planning and 
Environment. 

The Tas: l'orce in its 
.;ummary of recommenda-
:ions dealt with eight 
separate sections. 

These were: 
Problems encountered 

by the councit in appi',ing 
the prese:;t provisions of 
LEP No. n Shire of 
Tweed. 

.i The determination of 
an cuuitable formula for 
arriving at contributions 
under Section 94 toards 
council provided services 
and facilities. 

The implications of 
MO development fr the 
provision of other services 
and facilities. 

• The need for an 
equitable system to rate 
properties with MO  

approval commensurate 
with the actual residential 
occupation of the '-md. 

Schemes in conflict 
with MO objectives which 
involve small areas of 
common land and large 
areas effectively alienated 
to individual management 
or residential subdivision. 

• Action that anti-
cipates development ap-
proval such as clearing 
land, road building and 
the ccnstruet:On of build-
ings. 

0 Adverse impacts on 
individual MO proposals 
on other residents in the 
vicinity. 

• Means suggested to 
overcome these problems 
and mv others that might 
be identified by the 
commission. 

Some of the recom-
mendations under the 
various sections were: 

• "That the commission 
recommend that the 
SEEP 15 provide there be 
no a: :imum lot size for 
MO development (ie. that 
the present 40 ha nun-
imum be deleted and that 
council consider each case 
on its merits). 

, "That clause 121 (2) 
(b) be retained to give 
effect to the provision that 
MO be owned in its 
entirety in common by at 
least two thirds of all 
adults residing on the 
land, or is otherwise 
owned on behalf of those 
persons". 

• "That council does 
have adequate jurisdiction 
to assess and determine the 
nature of internal roads". 

• That the 'vast number 
of complaints ... caused 
by the construction of  

internal roads' appears 
primarily to be related to 
non bona-fide MO 
development". 

• "That the attention of 
the Minister for Planning 
and Environment he 
drawn to the immunity 
with which trees of 
significance may be, and it 
appears recently have 
been, destroyed in the 
Tweed Shire area and that 
if immediate rectification 
b council is no: forth-
coming that consideration 
be given by the Minister to 
issuing an appropriate 
directive, or if necessary 
relieving the council of its 
planning jurisdiction'. 

"That if a breach of 
the Tree Preservation 
Order occurs council 
automatically take action 
to seek redress as provided 
by the: 

I. Imposition of m line 
up to S20,000 and 

The replanting of 
nominated trees and their 
mtintenanCeo:11atUrt 
and 

Provision of security 
to cover def:iult'. 

• "That a uniform 
standard of construction 
for internal roads should 
not be adopted and that 
eonstrtictton need not be 
supervised by a qualified 
engineer". 

• "That where a Sec-
tion 94 contribution is 
applicable to a MO 
development:- 

an option always be 
provided for a time 
payment arrangement: 

no payment need 
commence prior to the 
first building application 
approval: and 

an option always be 
provided for 'in kind' 
payments". 

G"That subject to 
preceding recommenda-
tion the following max-
imum contributions ar 
recommended:- 

Roads and bridges 
- maximum of $I 500 per 
dwelling. 

Community facili-
ties - maximum of $150 
per dwelling. 

Open space - 
maximum of SI 50 per 
dwelling. 

Bush lire lighting 
acihities 	maximun' ut 

S150 per dwelling". 
"That it be recom-

mended to the Minister 
for Natural Resources 
Janice Crosio that local 
electricity authorities be 
advised of the Govern-
ment's policy in support of 
the use of renewable 
energy resources: and to 
take appropriate steps t 
ensure that such authori-
ties do not lend weight to 
local gocrnmcnt council 
bv recommending the 
supply of mains power. as 
a condition of MO 
development approval". 

• "That MO communi-
ties pose no unusual 
specific 'threat' to tradi-
tional non-intensive rural 
agricultural develop-
men t". 

3"That the use of 
'buffer zoning' not be 
required between MO 
communities and non-
intensive rural agricultural 
development". 

0 "That MO develop-
ment be permissible with 
council approval on prime 
agricultural land 
developed in pursuant to  

the draft SEPP and in 
particular the clause 
which provides that land 
on which the dwellings are 
situated is not prime crop 
and pasture land". 

0 "That the present 
options open to council for 
rating should not be 
changed". 

• "That the council may 
opt, where appropriate, to 
require as a condition of 
approval, that the ap-
proval will lapse if at the 
expiration of a specified 
period, specific conditions 
have not been fulfilled, or 
development.as applied for 
has not occurred". 

• "That where the 
council considers a .\IO 
application is ques-
tionable, due to its size or 
bona-fides etc., council 
recommends that the 
application be withdrawn 
and re-submitted for 
re-zoning as a 'rural 
residential' area". 

"That is respect of 
construction carricO out 
without council consent, a 
section of the Ac: gives  

council discretion in that it 
'may' order demolition, or 
it 'may' order the doing of 
"such work as is necessary 
to make the building 
comply with the Act" or it 
'may' choose to take no 
action. The issuing of a 
demolition should be an 
action of last resort only 
and that in the first 
instance rectification of 
the situation be sought by 
council on as co-operative 
a basis with the owners as 
practical". 

0 "That as far as is 
practicable the application 
of building regulations be 
based upon the 'perform-
ance criteria' and that, 
where possible there be 
'deregulation' of buildings 
codes in accordance with  

objections of the Australia 
Lniform Building Regula-
[ions Co-ordinating Coo:-
cil". 

Q "That existing illegal 
MO devcicpment be 
afforded the opportun:ty 
of legalisation as provided. 
if this is considered to be 
not technically possible 
then adopting a policy 
such as to give effect to 
the spirit of this policy". 

"The: the proposed 
licensing of caravan parks 

and camping grounds be 
introduced as a matter of 

and that when 
introduced, this provision 
be used by applicants as 
one option to facilititate 
non share holders residng 
on MO land or notenual 
MO land", 



New industry in the offing? 
Dear Editor, 

I am writing to inform readers of a potential 
new industry for our region that could well grow 
into a major national export industry, that being 
paper pulp cropping and paper manufacture. 

Extensive tests at both levels in the United 
States have shown the substance "Kenaf" to be a 
very satisfactory substitute for traditional timber 
pulping material. This hardy disease resistant 
crop grows well in subtropical areas and is an 
ideal replacement for sugar cane -. harvestable in 
150 days by modified cane equipment. 

Proximity to a pulp and paper mill is essential 
and the site required for such a venture would 
have adequate water and power. Transport access 
by road and rail and of course sufficient area. 

Readers may wish to refer to a June Australian 
Geographic #6 (Dick Smith's Journal) for an arti-
cle about newsprint manufacture. 

Such an industry would be a major employer 
and an opportunity for smaller farmers with pad-
docks available to co-operate in growing/harvest-
ing. 

The vast undrained areas around Casino could 
be put to good use as well as cane growing areas. 

All is theory at present, however all indications 
are positive to date and information is being fed 
to key people in this area as it is received from 
USA and Sydney. A more detailed article is in 
preparation for general publication. 

David Lake 
Kyogle 

I Treeworks criticism 
Dear Sir/Ms. 

I write concerning your recent feature on 
Nimbin and in particular the section on 
'Treeworks'. 

Personally I would be loath to seek advice in 
anything remotely connected with this 'voluntary 
organisation' simply because they and their con-
nected 'organisations' such as the RRTF can be 
shown to be a bunch of irrelevant, impractical, 
unprofessional incompetents. 

Now don't get me wrong. I know Martha 
Paitson to be a lovely sincere person, BUT after 
watching the debacle last fire season at her place 
of residence, where basic fire consciousness is 
nonexistent, you may be able to understand why I 
am more than a little reticent to take her self 
appointed specialist role seriously. 

Some examples are:- water supply mains are 
unburied plastic pipes, (one looks rather sill try-
ing to put Out a fire when the supply line is burnt 
through), no lirebreaks, no regrowth control, 
houses in the middle of blady grass paddocks, the 
list goes on. As for the RRTF to which Martha 
and Mr Dixon belong, people locally are starting 
to have to pay the price (Council Legal 
Proceedings) after acting on their misinformation 
and 'advice'. 

I have spent the last six years studying for my 
Bachelor degree in Urban and Regional Planning, 
a very complex and interactive discipline indeed. 
These other self appointed experts are doing 
nobody a service at all and in fact they are doing 
the people they purport to represent a distinct dis-
service. 

This can be readily ascertained by the increas-
ing amount of bureaucratic intervention at all lev-
els of the planning process. On one hand we have 
council trying to cope with people acting on bad 
information (prosecution, demolition) and on the 
other hand lobbying provided by these 'experts' 
to various statutory authorities has seen the cur-
rent manifestation (in its most extreme form) of 
things like the current contempt and confusion in  

the general population for planning and the plan-
ning process. 

In conclusion, the much vaunted NIMPLAN 
only has ONE actual active Nimbin Town mem-. 
ber and he belongs to RRTF, I 

Peter J Alleman 
Nimbin 

Bi-Centennial farce 

Sir, 
We challenge the decision of the Federal and 

State governments to spend two hundred million 
dollars for the bi-centenaiy celebrations and we 
ask "at what cost?" 

So far we have seen cuts to pre-school child 
care, hospitals, education and other essential ser -
vices. Unemployment benefits to under eighteens 
have been stopped. 

Cuts to the State Government Housing 
Commission scheme has caused the list of people 
seeking assistance to soar from 40,000 to 70,000 
in twelve months. Home care subsidy could be 
next on the growing list of "has beens". The State 
Government very recently withdrew funding to a 
very successful scheme which was assisting first 
offender delinquent boys to get back on the right 
track. At the same time they also announced fur-
ther funds will be available for the Darling 
Harbour development and tunnel scheme. 

It seems to us that the government's present 
altitude is penalising the underprivileged (white 
as well as black) and those not yet old enough to 
vote. 

Their call for us to "Come Together As A 
Nation" sounds extremely patriotic but what is 
there to celebrate? In our two hundred years what 
have we actually achieved?... As a nation we have 
more millionaires and politicians, more farmers 
leaving their properties, there are more families 
living below the poverty line, and more money 
available for projects which we don't need. 

There is more crime on the streets, more vio-
lence in the home. More Australians are out of 
work and there are more small businesses being 
swallowed up by powerful "multi-nationals", and 
yes, we do have more National Parks (but fewer 
trees). After two hundred years we have not yet 
learned to live in harmony with our environment 
or our neighbours. 

We are not against Australians celebrating, but 
this goes far beyond the realm of commonsense 
and good governing, - especially when the gov-
ernment makes a practice of cutting essential ser -
vices. We object strongly to this double-standard 
and will avoid the celebrations as a sign of our 
protest. We ask others who may feel as we do to 
resist the temptation of being swept along on the 
tide of hysteria which is inevitable (traditionally 
called "nationalism") in '88. 

Instead, remember those who are less fortu-
nate, who have been disadvantaged and disillu-
sioned by politicians who call for patriots whilst 
depriving these same people of their basic, bio-
logical right to adequate food, clothing and shel-
ter. If ALL Australians had these needs fulfilled 
then, yes, we would have something to celebrate. 

The many millions of dollars being spent on 
projects such as the Bi-Centennial, Darling 
Harbour, the Mono-Rail and the new Parliament 
House are a means to the same end... "kingdoms" 
for those in power, not just in Parliament but for 
the "string pullers" also, sadly at the expense of 
ordinary Australians. 

As far as we are concerned, the Bi-Centennial 
is the ultimate "Aussie Rip-Off". 

Mary and Barrie Brown 
Iluka 

cQ se;? 
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BIG HASSLE FOR HOMELESS by Gaye Cronin 

In this, the Year of Shelter for the Homeless, 
the problem Is actually being exacerbated by 
local Building Inspector, Kieran Wade's search 
and destroy mission along the roads and 
tracks, (we can hardly say highways and 
byways) of the Nimbin area, sniffing out, so 
far, fifty illegal dweliings. Mr Wade Is 
undaunted in his quest for these dwellings, 

and cannot be turned from his purpose by 
appeals of poverty, age or need. 

It is alleged that a seventy-six year old lady in 
the Stoney Chute area was threatened with hav -

ing her walls pulled down around her. 
Fortunately, this lady's son is a magistrate in 
Brisbane, and was able to take action on her 
behalf, preventing the threatened eviction. 

Not everybody is so fortunate, and the next 
few weeks will see many more people thrown 
onto the already glutted rental market. 

Ordinance 70 
One contributing factor appears to be 

Ordinance 70, which relies heavily on individ-

ual interpretation. A spokesman for the 
Department of Town Planning tells of a recent 
case where the Lismore City Council prosecuted 
a person who had built a house without walls. 
The owner/builder had interpreted the ordinance 
to mean a house did not have to have walls. The 
council's interpretation was that it did. 

The court agreed with the owner and the coim-

cii lost its case. 

While situations such as this offer a certain 
amount of amusemenL the confusion caused is far 
from funny. At a recent public meeting in Nimbin, 
A]derrnan Mac Nicholson said, "In my view any-
thing can be brought up to Ordinance 70." 

Hands tied 
When approached Mr Wade first claimed he 

was not prepared to comment as he "doesn't  

like newspapers". Upon being asked about 
evictions In the Nimbin area he denied there 
were any; he did admit to notices to quit hav-
ing been served, but, as the people concerned 
could appeal, did not feel these constituted 
evictions. Mr Wade also admitted that eleven of 
the eighteen people already served with notices 
would appeal in yarn" My hands are tied," he 
said. 

Mr John Douglas, Lismore City Health 
Surveyor, claims there are still avenues open to 
those who have been served with notices. For 
some, the buildings can be brought up to stan-
dard. Mr Douglas is concerned that only five 
people have been in touch with the council. 

"We are being classed as the big bad wolf," he 
said, "if people would come and see us, we may 
be able to work something out." 

In many cases the problem is illegal dual occu-
pancy. Under new guide-lines being considered 
by the State Department of Environment and 
Planning a property must be ten hectares to qualify 
for dual occupancy and have sealed road access to 

Lismore. 

In an area where the roads are among the worst 
in the State, and mostly unsealed, this is almost 
laughable. Almost, until you take into considera-
tion the human suffering involved. 

What next? 
When all the avenues of appeal have been 

covered, what resources are available to those 
who have to move? Apparently pitifully few. 

One real estate agent in Nimbin said, "We have 
people coming in all the time, and there would be 
many more we don't even see because they can't 
afford to pay bonds and rent. Even those who 
can, and who would be acceptable tenants to 
owners, cannot be accommodated. As for the 
homelessness, we have the situation where peo- 

pie are sleeping on verandahs, under buildings, 
anywhere. This cannot be resolved in the private 
sector. There is simply a chronic shortage of 
housing in the Nimbin area." 

Refuge closed 
Katie Love, of the Nimbin Neighbourhood 

Centre, tells a heartbreaking story of hopefuls 
coming In to ask about housing and put their 
names on a list merely to become statistics. 

"A few are lucky enough to find something 
fairly quickly," she told me, "but they are the 
exception, most wait about eleven months. Many 
more give up and move on. 

"There was a refuge in Nimbin a couple of 
years ago but it closed down." 

Katie feels that a negative attitude on the part 
of the townspeople, with comments of "Not 
wanting to provide mansions for droogs" was a 

contributing factor. 

"At the moment," she continued, "the Caravan 
Park is the shelter for homeless in Nimbin, if 
there is a van available, and if they can afford the 

rent." 

Katie would like to see a shelter in Nimbin, to 
provide urgent, short-term accommodation, but 
finds it difficult to get people prepared to commit 
themselves to the time and effort involved in set-

ting one up. 

In Lismore there is the Women's Refuge, 
which can provide short term accommodation for 
women and children in a crisis situation. 
Unfortunately their resources are stretched to the 
limit, they accommodate between two hundred 
and two hundred and fifty women and children a 
year. Owing to lack of space, the refuge has 
turned away nine homeless women in the past 
three weeks as they were not victims of domestic 

violence. 

Housing collective 
Women Up North housing collective has six 

houses, all in Lismore. They will provide 
accommodation for women and their children 
for three to twelve months, but they already 
have ninety-six women on their waiting list, 

The Department of Housing has a four to five 
year waiting list, but do offer immediate accom-
modation for those with absolutely no other 
resource. There is also a priority list for the most 
needy, who cannot be classed as in a crisis situa-
tion. 

Julie Webb, of the North Coast Housing Co-
operative, believes the problem is simply, or not 
so simply, that there are approximately three mil-
lion more people, state wide, needing accommo-
dation and there are no houses available. For 
many the dream of home ownership is just that, a 
dream that will probably never be realised. 

For each divorce, and divorce is sky-rocketing, 
one more house is needed. The traditional old 
farmhouse is being bought up by trendy hobby 
farmers, and, with the exception of highrise 
developers and the Department of Housing, 
nobody builds rental accommodation. It is 
inevitably the second house that is rented out. 

\ndetta worsens bad situation 
At the risk of stating the obvious, we do not 

need Kieran Wade's vendetta straining the 
pitifully inadequate resources any further. 
While we recognise that some controls are neces-
sary for the health and well-being of the general 
public, there are sound and safe buildings in this 
area that may not meet all of the council's 
requirements, but be perfectly habitable just the 
same. 

Mass prosecutions and evocation of the 
Health Act, with daily fines, are NOT the way 
to solve the problem. These actions are ludi-
crous In the Year of Shelter for the Homeless, 



BIG BROTHER IS GETTING CLOSER 
by Fiona Clarke 

Many people believe that the ID card will 
not be Introduced because of the obvious 
threat to privacy. 

An informal street survey I conducted recently 
discovered that the general population are under 
the impression that the proposal has already been 
abandoned because it was blocked in the Senate. 

Not so. Janine Haines, Senator for SA, 
explains in a letter dated August 14, "Since the 
Australia Card was the Bill used by the 
Government to call the double dissolution, it has 
the right under the Constitution to call a joint sit-
ting of both Houses of Parliament. In other 
words, the Senators and Members vote on the 
Bill at the same time in the same chamber. Since 
the Government's new majority exceeds the num-
bers against it in the Senate, the Bill will pass - 
unamended." 

Savage fines 
Examine the provisional fines (see box) to be 

Introduced with the Australia Card. Fines 
range from $500 to $20,000 for anyone guilty 
of losing their card or of hiring a cardless per-
son. 

"Necessaiy," the Government tells us, "to stop 
tax and welfare fraud." 

No-one can deny there is a large amount of 
revenue lost because of these problems but is that 
enough reason to penalise the vast majority of 
honest citizens? It is the ordinary Australians 
whose freedom and privacy are most at risk, the 
rich and powerful will still be protected and the 
criminals will do a roaring trade in fake cards. 

Guilty until proven innocent 
When speaking to the Senate Select 

Committee on the ID card Mr Frank Costigan  

regarding the privacy issue, claiming that there 
will be no link-up between existing data-base 
records. 

Blewett confirms link-up 
Dr Blewett, Minister for Health, speaking 

for the ID card suggests otherwise: 
"The key to the system Is not the card itself 

but the generation of one number which will act 
as a linkage number, between for example, social 
security and tax records." 

He also admits that "it is true that it makes it 
somewhat easier to do cross checking within the 
system..." 

Mr D Fisher, (Director, Australia Card 
Secretariat, Department of Health) blandly told 
the Committee in relation to some current pro-
grams: 

"That linkage, or the matching, in whatever 
form it is done, is legitimate; it is not actually 
subject to direct external scrutiny at present, and 
many individuals probably do not even know that 
it is going on and would want to coniplain about 
it - if they did know." 

ASBA protest group unconvinced 
The Australian Small Business Association is 

far from convinced that the ID card will help 
their members or the community. So concerned 
are they that they are supporting a protest group, 
the Coalition Against the ID-Database. The 
coalition is asking that people write to Bob 
Hawke and Senator Susan Ryan expressing their 
opposition to the card. 

The ALP has long been the "working man's" 
party. If they continue to expect the Australian 
people to accept such extreme controls over their 
lives, they may well see a swinv hack to the con- 

The Australia card is crammed with provisions for 
fining, gaoling and regimenting ordinary non-criminal citizens. 

l.A fine of $5,000 or two years imprisonment— or both - if a card is destroyed for any reason 
that cannot be proven to be accidental. 

A fine of $500 for losing a card and failing to notify the government within 21 days. 
A tine of $20,000 for failing to produce the card on demand of the Taxation Office. 
A fine of Si .000 and/or six months gaol for failing to attend a compulsory conference if 

ordered by the ID Card agency. 
A tine of $5,000 and/or two years gaol for businessmen failing to submit a customer's card 

number to the government. 
A fine of S20.000 for businessmen employing casual staff and not submitting their card number. 
A fine of $5,000 for selling a block of land without submitting the purchaser's card number to 

the registrar of land titles. 

What happens if you refuse to hold a card or if you have lost your card? 
1. If you are employed in a job and you don't have a card, you may be dismissed or forced to 

resign as it is an offence for your employer to pay you. (Cl 49.2) Penalty $20,000 
2 You cannot get a new job as it is an offence for an employer to hire a cardless person. (Cl 49.1) 

Penalty $20,000 
A person without a card will be denied access to pre-existing bank accounts (Cl 40.2), and 

cannot cash in investments (Cl 41.2c) and cannot give or receive money to or from a solicitor (Cl 
41.7d) or cannot receive money invested in unit, property, or cash management trusts, (Cl 42.2c) 

Penalty $20,000 
Benefits will not be paid to the unemployed, widows, supporting parents, aged, invalid, 

sick, without a card (Cl 54.7) Penalty - Nil. (This  area is administered by public servants). 
Farmers without a card will not be able to receive payments from marketing boards for 

their produce. (Cl 43.2) Penalty $20,000. (Nice little round figure isn't it?) 
A cardless person cannot sell (Cl 45.2), or rent (Cl 43.4) their own home or land. 

Penalty $5,000 
A Hospttal may refuse entry to a cardless person (Cl 53.1). A cardless person cannot claim 

Medicare benefits and is not eligible for hulk billing (Cl 53.3). 

Source material courtesy of Australian Small Business 



No money tor repairs 
so bitumen mä'ygo 

What can a shire council do 
when it just doesn't have enough 
moncy to keep its few kilometres 
of bitumen-sealed local roads in 
good order? 

One option is to keep plugging the 
holes with bitumen and hoping that one 
day enough funds will be available to do a 
majorrepair job on tIre roads. 

But according to Mr Graenre Miles. 
secretary of the Shires Association of 
NS\V, some shires arc looking closely at 
another opt ion - digging up the bitumen 
and reverting to a gravel surface. 

Mr Miles said three main factors were 
causing shires great cottccrn: 

•The declining level, in real terms, of 
financial assistanCe front the Federal 
Government 

• 'lire sky-rockeling cost of hituttien 
and oilier ntaterials, influenced by the 
increases in crude oil prier's since the mid 
1970s. 

• The increase in size, number and 
travel speeds of heavy trucks on country 
roads - particularly when the traffic 
volutne and weight of trucks were not 
anticipated when the roads werr con-
St rrtcted many years ago. 

The problem was highlighted in the 
1980-81 animal report of the Commis-
sione.r for Main Roads, Mr B. N. Lodcr. 

Mr Loder said the greatest demand in 
rural areas was for scaled roads, provid-
ing all-weather and safe access to facili-
ties in the larger country areas. 

llowever, the higher the standard to 
which the road system was raised, tIne 
higher was the costof maintaining it. 

Mr Loder said tIre cost ofplant, labour 
and material used in road works was 
rising at 15 per cent a year. But the 
Commonwealth road grants for 1981-82 
were only nine per cent higher than for 
the previous year. 

In 1972-73, for every dollar spent on 
road construction, 30 cents was spent on 
nnaintenance. By 1980.81 the mairrte-
nance expenditure had risen to 50 cents 
for each construction dollar, he said. 

In many shires the picture is grim. 
Corowa ShIre, which covers wheat 

country in the Piverin.i, is one of thor' 
Shires which is considering the ultimate 
option for a deteriorating local bitumen 
road because of the financial difficulty in 
maintaining it. 

The shire engineer, Mr John Babbs, 
said he had recommended that the coun-
cil dig up the tlopcfreld Road, a route  

used by wheat trucks, and Convert it to a 
gravel road - because it would he 
cheaper to maintain. 

"The council is now spending more on 
maintenance than it is on road building," 
Inc stud. "Last year we spent 5130,00)) on 
road construction, and between S38)J88) 
and $400,000 on maintenance. 

"The few kilomerrcs of bitunten local 
roads we have in the shire are falling 
apart. Most of thetis should have been 
resealed completely about 10 years ago 
but, with present money allocations and 
the cost of maintenance, there's no 
chance of that happening in the foresee-
able future." 

Li.smorc City Council, which has a 
large rural area wit bin its boundaries, is 
spending the equivalent of 12 per cent of 
its rate revenue on maintaining bitumen 
roads. 

''ro do this, we're having to raise loan 
funds." the Tosvn Clerk, Mr Byron 
Stevens, said. "t1iis is contrary to basic 
accounting principles, but its the only 
way out. Even now we're going back-
wards. It's otie of our greatest proNcttrs. 

'We calculate that our roads need 
resealing every six to eight years. and lie 
interest rate on loans for that sort i if 

period is about 16 per cent a year. 
1 laying to raise loans for road nrainte - 

nance is fundamentally wrong, and the 
Federal and State (iovernments are Just 
going to have to come to the party. 

"Their attitude towards what is essn-
tially a basic national resource is trra 
ional 

At Urana ShIre, also in the Riverircu. 
the Shire Clerk, Mr I larry I-muon. saul: 
"We'vegot roads that haven't been 
resealed for 20 years. We're lust doing 

Eatchwork nraintenanee - a hand Aid 
ere and there. 
"lite Federal Government will have to 

take the lead and release rrtore funds to 
the States, but the ques ion wInch must 
be asked is whether the State Govern-
ment is putting a fair share of its funnding 
into roads." 

Bland ShIre, based at Wcst Wyalong, 
doesn't have nnamny sealed local roads. 

"Our big problem is finding funds to 
stop our gravel roads front going back-
wards, and we're looking towards ways of 
using about IS per cent of our road grant 
for this," said the shire clerk, Mr Spencer 
Dunstatl. 

The soaring cost of maintaining the 
bhuniert roads in Gilgandra Shire is 
having a great influence on the construc-
tion programme. 

"If we can't afford to niaintajn new 
bitumen roads, what's the point in build 
ing them?" said the shire engineer, Mr 
Noel Edgell. 

"It costs its between 560(X) and $7000 a 
kilometre to reseal a bitumen road, and 
there are 130 kint of sealed rural roads in 
the shire. We're looking to resealing 
between 10 and 12 km a year, so we have 
about a 10-year Cycle. This is all we cart 
afford to maintain. 

"A few years ago the average life 
expectancy of it bitumen road was 12 
years, but we're lucky if they last 10 years 
now, 

"Many of the roads ss'cre built on light 
foundations, partly because of subsurlaee 
conditions, and partly because the weight 
and speed of the heavy truck traffic 
wasn't anticipated." 

The sheer old age of some of the 
bitumen local roads is a major problem 
in Forbes Shire. 

The shrre clerk. Mr Peter l -Iuthnance, 
said that, in addition to Ituge increases in 
hitursten prices and in contract prices for 
labour, rural councils had to bear tire 
burden of the soaring cost of trarrsportirmg 
bitumen and oUter road-making materials 
to their districts. 

Moree Plains, an amiulganiiatcd shire in 
the north-west of the Stare, has a prob. 
kin of a slightly different itature - 
finding funds to keep its gravel and black 
soil roads in good order. 

The shire engineer, Mr Tout Nugent, 
said tire shire had about 197 kurt of sealed 
local roads, 1955km of gravel, and 550 
kiw of formed black soil roads, 

"Because of the harsh clinianie conslj-
lions in the district and heavy truck traffic 
we lose a considerable amount of gravel 
road surface. Replacing this each year 
over tlne full 1955 km would Cost the 
council $3.2 million for gravel-alone. It 
also costs about $200 each kilometre to 
maintain the 550 kin of black soil roads. 

"Tlte best the council could do for 1982 
was to allocate 56000K) for maintenance 
and $200,000 for bitumen sheeting. This 
rnneatts that we're falling short of our road 
niaintenartce requircntetits by nearly $3 
niilliori a year. 

"Tlic Federal Government tells its 
there just isn't any more nttoney to he 
spread about on roads. \Vhat must hap-
pen is that fuel taxes must he alliicaccd 
where it's fair and equitable to road 
ennstruction and maintenance." 
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Maintaining bitumen roads is a costly business, in labour and raw materials. 
Here a OMR team works on the road through the grand arch at Jenolan Caves, In 

the Blue Mountains region. 
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Anatomy of a rural commune e`\,"aoz 
-- 

University researchers have analysed Australian rural communities and come 
up with some thought-provoking information on ''alternative ljfestvles  and thei' 	yc° 
practitioners. "BR LICE JUDDER Y examines the situation. 

THE PEOPLE who live in 
Australia's rural communes 
are really not so very dif1rent 

tro,in the rest of the commun - 
tv. Oh, they are much better 

educated and probably better 
able to lind work in the "con-
'.entional" economy. They in-
dude very few youngsters in 
the jobless lb to 19 years age 
group. And they are much 
more dependent on social 
welfare payments for their 
money needs - 46 percent of 
the total. 

They live, mostly, in family 
groups typical of the 
Australian experience - 
mum, dad, one or two kids, 
perhaps another adult, but it 
perfectly recognisable fa nitty 
group, rather than the hippie 
stereotype. And, like the rest 
of Australia. they are heavily 
into home ownership (al-
though the house itself is 

likely to have cost less than 
SI 0,000 and he built ol mud 
bricks or bush timber). 

If the experience of a score 
of New South Wales "rumal 
land sharing communities" 
described in statistical detail 

by a team of Australian 
National University scholars for the 
Bureau of Labor Market Research is to 
he heeded, they offer little prospect of 
providing the "supply-side strategy" for 
the reduction of unemployment ad-
socated by Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 
Their experience may even raise again 
the "dole-bludger" rhetoric of the 1970s, 
as the degree to which many of these 
residents of rural communes have vol-
untarily withdrawn from it conventional 
economy in which they are well able to 
tnd work - to subsidise their other 
pursuits (including lull-time work in the 
"informal" or non-monetary economy) 

- is recognised. 
It is one thing to recognise the dole 

as a compensation to those whom the 
system has rejected. It may he seen as 
5omething else in the case of people 
who have rejected the system tacitly. 

If the bureau's paper does stir up this 
salt of questioning, its target will not be 

the stereotyped blond surfer - 
yesterday's "dole-bludger" - for the  

evidence is that the rural community 
(the authors shy away from the term 
"commune," with its implication of 
common ownership of all property) has 
very little attraction for his (and her) 
age grotip. 

The encouragement of such rutl 
communities, based in part oit Israel's 
kibbutzim, has been one of the in-
dividual "ideological" contributions of 
the Prime Minisier. In his 1979 l3oyer 
Lectures on "The Resolution of Con-
Ilict," he advocated their development 
as an alternative to "negative expendi-
ture on unemployment benefits." F-our 
years later, as Prime Minister (when, as 
the authors of the report point out, he 
could have shelved the proposal by 
pleading pressure of business), he 
Iloated it again at an International 
Labor Organisation meeting in Geneva. 

At a subsequent press conference. 
Ilawke revealed that the emphasis of his 
thinking was on rural con1i1munttic 
where younger members would draw  

beiiclit from the skills and 
experience of their elders. 

As it has proceeded, to a 
mixed reception (the NSW 
and Victorian governments 
are interested in the cheap-
housing potential of the coin-
m unities: local government 
and unions distrust the whole 
idea), one of the biggest gaps 
has been any real knowledge 
of existing corn munities - the 
sorts of People  who live on 
them and how they support 
themselves. 

The A N U academics - Dr 
Liz Sommerlad and Peta 
1)awson of the university's 
Centre I'or Resource and 
I -  nvironmental Studies and 
I )r Jon Altman of the l)epart-
ment of Social and Political 
( ' hange - have gone a long 
way to filling in this gap. 

They admit that their 
survey is not encyclopaedic 
hi t thi k that the variety in 
the 20 land-sharing corn-
munities they have studied 
makes their lIndings generally 
applicable. 

if 	Six of their communities 
wand were found in the "Rainbow 

Region" around Nimbin, 
N. W, and another nine between Taree 
an Rellingen on the state's mid-north 
co st. A further four were found on the 
N. W south coast and one in hushland 
io th of Sydney. They had been estab-

')is ed for from three to 12 years, an 
av rage of seven, were occupied by 
he veen four and 50 adults - with a 
m an of II - and oocupied between 40 
an 706 hectares with a mean size of 
at ut 175. 

Population density ranged from one 
in iabitant (including children) per 2 ha 
to a high of about 54 a person. The 
ii'/rage was one person to 9.7 ha. The 
rtearchers found a total of 229 adults - 
I P7 men and 112 women. 

In terms of the ANU team's age 
d aribution, the coniinunities were not 
it all typical - an important detail if 
g vernments come seriously to consider 
p omoting such communities as an anti-
u employment specitic. The 229 adults 

're accompanied by 136 children - 37 
rcent of the communities' total 

Rosebud Farm, a rural retreat near Cairns, northern Queen 
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populations - all of them under 16 
years of age. No members were in the 
16-to-20 age group and only nine (2.5 
percent) in the 21-to-25 'ears bracket. 

The vast majority of the adults were 
crowded into the 26-to-30 group (66 - 
IS percent) and 31-to-35 years (SI - 
22.1 percent). Most of the 21 over-SOs 
surveyed belonged to a community of 
retirees that was falling apart even as 
the researchers asked their questions. 

Nearly half the total were from "an 
Australian urban background, confirm-
ing other findings ... that the rural 
resettlement movement is part of an 
urban-rural drift, reflecting a high level 
of dissatisfaction with urban lifestyles." 

But not with all aspects of it. Of the 

Most of them - 64 percent - had 
been employed up to the time of moving 
to their settlement, the majority in the 
service sector (as teachers, nurses, 
public servants and in a few pro-
fessions). Practically none, however, 
had managerial or entrepreneurial 
backgrounds - it detail, the writers 
speculate, which might he reflected in 
the slowness with which most corn-
munities seem to be moving toss ard any 
kind of self-sufficiency. 

Altogether, only RO of the adults 
surveyed (37 percent) worked for cash 
and only 17 of those on it full-time basic. 
The others worked part-time or - the 
majority - occasionally. 

That 	''working 	popiiliii,n 

- 	ethical implications of rural 

or 

 

implicitly regard continued - 	 - 	

-- 	 payment of the dole as a 

• - 	I 	- t 	
ins alid and sickness benefits 

Communities' welfare 

ft senturs in promoting 
L(mmunes, they point out, 

- 	 ...... 

- 

, 

:- 	 - ' 

. '" 	 rec III CII L5 	are 
not 011IN unemployed but also 
incapable of emplo'ment. due 
either to child-minding corn- 
mit ments or to disabilities 

"TIme important point . . - is 
that 	11105) 	(rural 	community) 
people 	receiving 	these 
payments 	are 	'employed.' 

- I Floss iser, thsmr employment is 

good many, however, are reported as 
resentful of their dependence upon it. 

Whatever dilemma the residents 
might lace, the survey points to an 
equally large social dilemma: "There is 
an important policy implication here: 
rural land-sharing communities are 
intended as supply-sided solutions to 
unemployment, then, there is an im-
p 1  ici t assumption that members will 
withdraw from the labor market. Given 
the educational status and investment in 
human capital evidences at these com-
munities, it mc questionable svhether 
these people, with valuable skills, 
should he encouraged to withdraw from 
the labor market.' 

The researchers also W(lnd,.r t tkn 

, 

- 4'  

140 households surveyed, 17 consisted 
of a couple without offspring - at 12 
percent, half the Australian average. 
But the 45 couples with children, at 32.5 
percent, was not far down on the 40 
percent community norm. There were, 
however, 23 single parents - more than 
six times the national average. 

Only five households contained 
more than one unrelated family. On the 
other hand, 45 people - or 32.5 percent 
(against an average of 19.5 percent) - 
were living alone. 

Where they did differ markedl y  from 
the population as a whole was in the 
question of education. Only 3.7 percent 
of Australians hold a bachelor's degree 
(as their highest qualification): 21.3 
percent of the land-sharers had them. 
The 5.1 percent who held higher degrees 
was just 10 times the national average. 
Altogether, 64.6 percent held qualifi-
cations of some sort - trade and techni-
cal, as well as tertiary - against it 
national average of 251 percent. 
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responsible last year for bringing tut 
S613.470 into the 20 communmtie stir-
seved. That was 42.1 percent el their 
total cash. Another SI 70,341i f I ) - rcr 
cent) came from ''other" seimr's, ii Fm 
as nest-eggs or the occasional leg.mc 

But the greatest contribution - 4(. 2 
percent, S6 13,47(1 - came Ironi ecia( 
security payments and 60 percent of 
that from unemployment hi'nctjts. 

No community in the surs e was 
financially self-sufficient. \tllre than 
half the 157 "economic units' in the 
survey - a breadwinner (from %S hatever 
source), with or without dcpendants) - 
were, in terms of cash income below the 
recognised poverty line. 

The attitude of the communities to 
their dependants is it hit oinihivalent. 
"For members of land-sh.irung corn-
munitios" write the authors, 'the dole 
acts more as a source of minimum cash 
income than as an expedient until scum k 
turns up. To some extent. it is regarded 
as it non'discretionary or civil right.' A 

inn as part of the con-
entioii.il labor market and is 

not for cash: rather it is in the 
inf'ormal sector of the 

• 	economy. 
It is not as if the land- 

sharers are nI-Irk- ,i ,,,-ln,,-,. A - ......- 	''''' &' -, 

cording to the survey, 86 of' the adults 
4(i percent) work full-time on their 

properties, building houses, producing 
food, doing maintenance and the like. 
\nothcr 56 (26 percent) put in more 
than a half-week's effort on a regular 
basis. 

7 here is, the researchers point out, 
nothing illegal about eking out the dole 
by gardening or fishing. In fact, the 
social security system forces people into 
the ''informal'' economy as it penalises 
them for earning more than S12 cash a 
week. But the' have chosen this "alter. 
native" voluntarily. 

"These people are intentionally un-
employed in many cases ... they con-
clude. "Their past employment status 
and occu pational status is li igh. Hence, 
the surveyed population of land-sharers 
must be carefully distinguished from 
structurally unemployed people who 
are l'requently unskilled and have either 
been laid off or unable to find employ-
men) since completing schooling." 0 

Creativity manifested at Byron Bay In northern NSW 
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SYDNEY. 	The 'build big at 

any cost' approach adopted by 
many engineers no longer was 
appropriate for the iieeds of local 
gorcrnnient, the N%V Minister for 
Local Government, Mr Crosio, said 
yes Ic rd a y ,  

In her opening address to the 
Local Government Enginecrs' 
Association annual confercncc 
here, Mrs Crosio called on local 
government engineers to improve 
their . knowledge of finance, law, 
economic and nmnagcmcnt theory, 
and personnel and communications 
skills. 

The 	Minister stressed 	the need responding 	to 	a 	technical . 

for government, community 	nd problem,' 	she said. •' 
environmental 	needs 	to 	be 	taken 
into 	account 	in 	engineering Mrs 	Crosio 	told 	delegates 	that 

' L. 
co,.si 	cratlo 	S. local councils were becomng more i - 	 ' 

"It 
accountable to the public and had 

	

:4 	 " 

	

- 	 - 	

- is 	not 	rnurtpowcr 	or 	cost 
efficient 	to 	leave 	the 	engineer 	iii 

to 	ensure 	that 	they 	remained 
responsive to change. 

. 	 : 	
, . 	

. 

 

, his 	tr;iditionil 	role," 	Mrs 	Crosio 
said. 'When deciding whether a road I 	, 

"The engineer also must become 
a 	manager, 	into 

should 	be 	scaled, 	or 	a 	park 
provided in a particular location, it ' 	 I 

	

taking 	account 
such 	things 	as 	government, 

is 	necessary 	to 	look 	beyond 	the  
technical 	merits 	of 	the 	case 	and 

(' 	 - community 	and 	environmental consider 	the 	needs 	ofthe 	local  
needs, 	rather 	than 	simply community," she said. MRS CROSIO 
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Street 
Lisniore, Dn Ilorsley 	aligncd • 	as • 	a 	rcsidcnt was when a city 	' 	•, 	 • 	5 	• 
decithd it sias Iini 	thi 	Y - intersccicsn. council tractor, cugaged 	- 	 Pt 	i 	 • CIty council did someilsiisg 	At nilst the lookout is 	in ilossing, slipped off  
uboui the condition of the 	popular 	with 	young 	the verge and becaiisc 	'ç:.'J 	• 	' 	. 	• 
road. 	 people, a Carload of bogged. 	 S • 	

*_____. 	• 

	

She and several of her 	whorn 	r C C C fl tl y 	Two oiher concerns for 	 $- 	• .: 	 • 

ncighboura joincd forces 	ovcrurned as they tried residents arc the absence 	 ' • 
to ask the council is a 	to flCOii3tC the awkward 	of ro,tdiilc parking and 	• • • 	• 
matter of urgency to 	 Lsnsondc 	the effect of the roads 	. • - •, j '  • 	. 	 : 
widcn the stup n irrow 	Street 	 condition on property 

 

roid 	md to proside 	 if that is not 	Iues  
•UiLcring and footpiths. • 	nouli, Esnionde Street 	Mis I lorsley said that 	' ,• •; 	, : 7 '. 	 •, 	: ' 	 5.;, 	.. 	 • 

	

I he 	council 	has 	is 	5 	rLCO,nised 	ssidcning the road would 	 ' 	 •• l 	 S 

rssponded by sain, that 	alternative route br 	lcsseii the dancr of a 	i 	
'••••• 	 '_ 	• 

it h is nsulfkicnt funds 	pcopl 	W lilting to ivoid 	serious isatural problem  

	

Your request will be 	busy 	it illini 	Street 	The blinding effect of the 	 I, 	_;.ç 	•' 	' 	 I 

 k further considcrcd when 	parsicu)srl drink drivers 	. irIs or late sun on 	 . 	 i 41 the council reviews its 	trying to evade random 	motorists iporoacliing 	a i 	s 
four year capital works 	breath testing patrols 	either side of the i-rest of 	., 	

v 	 . 
program in August 	a 	rsidcnt near ths. 	th hill 	 ' 	'- \ 	

I 	 ' 	'  
letter this month from 	crest of the hill told lioss 	 say you ye 	ot 	 " 	\ 
the town clsrk a officu 	as lie was rvrtiig from 	to live in Lismore for 10  
said 	 his drivcwii1 	a ear 	>cars 	before 	you rc 	 v A 	• 	 I. 	- 	

•? 

	

Mm 	Horsley, 	said 	sm ished into us vthicic 	untiiled to a say 	Mrs 	.i 	' 	 II 

yesterday that if funds 	flie oilier driv.r stid 	Ilorslcy said 	 ' 	 ' S 
were not made available, 	lb it his brakes wi.rti t 	Well I rn having nty 	 • •4 	 ' 	.' 
she would approach loctl 	cffeLAlve bic usc his say now 

 polilici ins and stake a 	front u lil were off the 	I us sick of satching 	, 	t 
 

complaint as State lussI 	road s he canc over the 	my rates go up arid up 	
• 	

A 

	

1 lii. 	rcsidcnts 	ire 	risc 	the resideiti 5 id 	I en paying mon. than 	 . 
concerned that it will 	But 1 a is the osi. sslio $900 now — and in  
take it road de ith to 	copped the tine 	for 	return 	thcrc a 	this 

 

lorce the council to act 	licking on to the i tad 	disgrace of a road 	 ' 	 1 

	

I ldcrly rcsidcnt uLiy 	Also ii lot of young 	 ' 	 I 
that in some placca they 	fcllosss arc tcsting thur 	• RIGhT I hi. road 	 ii ( 	• 	 ci 	 ç have to rcvcrsc thur cars 	bikes up the hill tr)inb 	shoulder is non existcn 	 ' 	 V 
to 	allow 	oncomin 	to et into orbit as they 	at 	this 	scition 	of  
vehicles to. pass, an 	hit the top.' 	 Esmonde Street. 	 .••s 	 • 	 '• • 
5005c parents of young 	A woman resident said 	 y4) 
c.htldrcn 	walk 	their 	she had only rs.cently 	• ilL! OW 	rliere s 	r 	 ,,.r .i 	 ' 	•1••. •,1 
children to and from 	boukht a housc is thc 	little room to spare as  
school bus stops bcc w. 	tiri,et Even belore she 	limo cars upproachi each  
of the lack of footpaths in 	tnoscd in a car srnaslicd 	other in Ebinonde Siru.t 	 "I 	• 	

' 	 k 
the upper end of the 	into her front tence, and 	 .1 	• • 	....•'a. 

road 	 licr g irit.i. was used to 	 't.ç 	
S 	

_ 
 

	

Mrs Deirdre I asilas 	park u d.ins iged niotor. 	 '  
nd her 	

;'g bro:iiot1ia 	 n ;\t 	.r2vs  
neighbour s ird to avoid 	crashed tip the road 	 \ 
one 	of 	tfte 	most 	Mr Barn1.> McDcr.  
dangerous sections. 	fli0tt 	has 	lived 	in '.s  

	

In a letter to the 	Lsnsonde Strc t for 36 	 \  council 	Mrs Psill,is 	years llc has watched  

he has hiclpcd pull out the 	 m, 

pedestrians, 	 into thc wccd chiokcd 	•., 	 .. 
1 	makc matters 

	

0 	 drains 
v'Orse I sissonsie Street 	I he said that he h id 	 " 	

•i l 	s 
a 	council promoted 	been  ir)inb for years to  
tourist 	route 	to 	nube the council act 	 '5 5  a  
Robinson5 Lookout on 	\Vi, raised a pctition 	 - 
Robinsons Ro id 	 osi c and I cc been down 	 '3 	 1 

	

fhe 	turn off 	to 	there in person but your  
Robinson5 Roid is it 	rcqucsts just fill on deaf   
hairpin intersection at the 	c irs 	lie said 	 • 	 Iii 
blind risc 	crcst 	of 	The reid rusust be 	 a' 

Esnsont1ssci sid thu 
	

footp itlis  

?i!hIlisi 	iii 	ilil 	 ii 	
I 	 I 	i 	i 
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owner oi Lne ycilicle, rccpgnlsed it and had contacted; 
the police. 

When approached by police, Shick had admitted 
stealing it and was arrested. 

He was sentenced to three months' jail on each 
charge, to be served concurrently. 

Couple remanded on 
fraud, drug charges 
A woman who yesterday appeared in the Byron Bay 

Local Court on IS charges of passing false cheques 
worth $4292.87 was bailed to appear in the same court 
on October 15. 

Police allege that Lisa McGill, 25. of Possum 
Creek, used the cheques to buy household goods and 
clothing from shops in Lismore. 

She yesterday appeared unrepresented before 
magistrate Mr 13 Bright. 

Appearing with McGill was her husband, John 
William McGill, 37, of Possum Creek. 

He was charged with cultivating II cannabis plants, 
and possessing of equipment to administer cannabis: 

Mr Bright adjourned the cases to allow the couple 
to obtain legal representation. 

Solicitor fined 
for breaching 
trust practice 

clients' 	funds 	was 

Siding solicitor was fined 

account breaches. 

the fine on John Donald 

misappropriation 	of 

involved. 

$2000 yesterday for trust 

utory Committee imposed 

Weller. 
The committee said no 

SYDNEY. A Stokers 

The Solicitors' Stat- 

steps to improve his 
procedures. 

discovered 	during 	a 
trust account had been 

routine investigation by a 

had no formal training in 

procedures. 

Law Society inspector. 

NSW trust accounting 

Mr Weller had taken 

	

Irregularities in 	his 

It said Mr Weller had 

He had practised in 

FUNERALS 
	

Victoria about seven years 
before being admitted as a 

ABERNETHY, 1' M 
	

solicitor in New South 
CLAYDON, L E 
	

Wales in January, 1982. 
REEVES, K M 	

Under arrangements 

	

KELLY, J A 	
between the two States, McKEE, WJ 	
Mr Weller had not been 

- 	- required to undergo any 
further 	training 	or 

	

MOBHS, LA 
	

qualification in NSW 
tcu,st 	accounting •Derails - Page 31 	
procedures. 

.i 

corporate major atjgment- 	cxiiiuitiun at tne council 

ation works whicn have chambers at 	the request 

extended the Rous bulk of 	the 	Department 	of 

supply 	to 	parts 	of 	the Local Government. 

Ballina Shire. But 	aldermen 	are 

Other 	areas 	to 	be 
concerned 	that 	the 

included 	in 	the 	county department has called for 

district 	for 	the 	first 	time submissions only from the 

are 	the 	former Terania Rous County Council and 

and 	Gundurimba 	shire 
its constituent councils 

areas, 	which 	amalgam- 
Lismore, 	Byron, 	Ballina 
and Richmond River. 

 ated 	with 	the 	Lismore 
City 	Council 	in 	the 	late Public submissions 1970s. 

The 	Lismore 	town 
Mr 	Stevens 	said 	it 

appeared 	the department 
clerk, Mr B Stevens, told was 	not 	interested 	in aldermen 	this 	week 	that receiving 	public 	sub- 
existing boundaries were 
being altered 	to include 

missions on the proposed 

the whole of the Lismore 
changes. 

City area, except that part "Presumably, 	1 	 any 
serviced 	by the Nimbin public 	objectionscanby 
water supply. lodged only with the city 

H e 	said 	the 	Rous council," he said. 

County 	Council 	would "While 	I 	can 	see.no 
assume control of all bulk reason for opposingthe 
water 	supplies 	inside 	the changes, 	the 	council 
city 	council 	boundaries, should 	be 	given 	an 
with 	the 	city 	council opportunity 	to 	assess 
retaining responsibility for public 	reaction, 	if 	any, 
water reticulation, before passing on its views 

Mr 	Stevens 	said 	the to 	the department," 	he 

changes would have little said.  
iiiipact 	on 	the 	existing The 	council 	adopted 
bulk 	supply 	situation 	in 

: recommendations 	from 
the former Terania and Mr Stevens that: 
(.iundurimba areas, which 
already was controlled by I The 	proposals 	be 
the Rous County Council. placed 	on 	public 

Significant change exhibition for two weeks. 

He 	said 	the 	most • Public submissions be 
significant change which sought. 

could occur would be the • The department be 
transfer 	of 	rural 	con- asked 	to 	extend 	the 
sumers in those two areas 
from 	the 	Rous 	supply 

closing date 	for 	council 

system 	to 	the 	Lismore 
submissions by one month 

reticulation system. to November 5. 

"At 	present, 	because The Rous county clerk,  
these areas are not part of I' Mr 	O'Sullivan, 	con- 
the 	count 	district, y firmed yesterday that the 

consumers 	receive 	their 
water 	direct 	from 	the 

proposed 	boundary 
changes were concerned 

Rous County Council," he mainly with incorporating 

said. a 	portion 	of the 	Ballina 

If they become part of 
Shire 	into 	the 	county 
district. 

the county 	district, 	Rous 
will 	lose 	any 	reticulation "We 	are 	using 	this 
rights 	to 	supply 	these opportunity 	to 	request 
people, who will 	become that 	the department 	also 
the 	responsibility of the include 	those 	Lismore 
Lismore City Council. City 	Council 	areas 	not 

"If 	the 	Rou 	CuitS' previously 	declared 	as 
CouneI , it II 
	

lj 	vs to part 	of 	the 	district," 	he 

A 

I 
	

•1 

1' 

t.uuncii. 

"W ha 
to do 



Carpet laying and repairs 
UpholsterY cleaned 

David Agnew, 283072 

ALTERNATIVE 
LIFESTYLF 

A public seminar to intro-
duce a new accredited 
course in Alternative 
LifcstylCS will be held 
at the Northern Rivers 
College of Advanced 
Education Ofl-- 

Tuesday November 10, 
1987 starting 1.00 p.m. 

Room 4A23, City Campus 
(Keen Street) 

Speakers: Dr. Ted Train-
er. University of N.S.W.; 
Dr. Bill Metcals. Griffith 
University, Brisbane: CeDr. 

Leigh Davison. of 	ntre 

for Alternative Lifestyle 
Studies. 
For further information 
Phone 230808. 886307 or 
886269. 

Public welcome 

AQUAFITNESS classes, 

, 
commencing Alstonville 
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'AlternatiVe' them'e 
for NRCAE course 
A new accredited 

course on alternative 
lifestyles will be taught 
next year at the 
Northern Rivers College 
of Advanced Education. 

A public seminar will 
be held at the college's 
Keen Street campus on 
Tuesday to give a 
preview of the course. 

Two of Australia's 
most noted observers of 
alteriiative lifestylers'. 
Dr Ted Trainer, of the 
University of New South 
Wales, and Dr Bill 
Metcalf, of Brisbane's 
Griffith University, will 
speak at the seminar. 

Dr Trainer is the 
author of the widely-
acclaimed book, 
Abandon Affluence, and 
is regarded as one of the 
leading interpreters of 
alternative economics. 

Dr Metcalf was 
responsible for a 
recently-completed 
four-year study of the 
alternative lifestyle 
movement in Australia. 

His research revealed 
that most alternative 
lifestyle participants 
were in their late 30s or 
older, were highly 
educated and less than 
one-quarter received 
unemployment benefits. 

The seminar is being 

jointly sponsored by the 
Northern Rivers college 
and the independent 
Centre for Alternative 
Lifestyle Studies 
(CA LS). 

A spokesman for 
CALS, Dr Leigh 
Davison. said the new 
course would not be a 
skills-based 'how to' 
course. 

He said it would 
involve the students in 
the academically  

rigorous examination of 
the social history, 
underlying principles and 
practice of the 
alternative lifestyle 
movement. 

Dr Davison said the 
course would help foster 
a greater understanding 
of this rapidly growing 
sector of society. 

The course will also he 
offered at the Armidale 
College of Advanced 
Education. 

Four extra police 
for Byron Bay 

Four extra police will be allocated to the Byron Bay 
police station during the next nine months. 

A total of 12 extra police will be appointed in the 
North Coast police district during the same period. 

Five officers will go to Tweed I-leads, while 
Kingscliff, Mullumbimby and Murwillumbah each 
will receive one extra officer. 

This is the second year of a program to place 200() 
police on New South Wales streets by 1989. 

In all, 730 additional police will be deployed 
throughout New South Wales by next July. 

The additional officers will be used to increase 
police presence on the streets. 

More than 1000 police have been deployed in the 
scheme since July 1986. 

The 2000 additional police on the streets is to be 
made up of 1250 new recruits and nearly 800 
fully-trained police being released from administrative 
duties. 



The NSW Coiernment 
(his week limited the 
amounts that Coflmfliune-
style multiple occupanc' 
dcelopments have to 
contribute towards local 
public roads and other 
works. 

the 	Minister 	for 
Environmental and 
Planning, Mr Carr, has 
limited such contributions 
to a maximum of S1950 
for each dwelling On the 
developments. 

QWITVN BETTER 

/1/ 

Mr Carr said that the 
Under Section 94A of amount charged would be 

the Environnicuta I Plan- determined by local 
fling and Assessment Act, councils, with regard to 

th probwavu resu es 

he council has formed a water 
crvatjon committee aimed at 
ting consumers to ways of 
crying water. 
me water allowance for ratepayers 
he shire is 400 kilolitres at a 
imum rate of $240. 

- By NICK VAN KEAJI'EA' 
of our Coastal Bureau 

n the administered 	by 	the  
ill be 	Department of Industria 
ls." 	Relations. 

that 	
Other groups to givc alth 	

give addresses in reply rvIces yes t 
C rda v 	were 	1 he a if 

Y Chanimomi Progress Assoc-
would ia (ion, the Conm ki bra ncli 
)ublic of the NSW Dairy 

Farmers' Association the 
the residents of Tuncester, 

office and Dr D Mcconkie of 
utmon the Centre for Coastal 
m. Mr Management at the 

the Northern Rivers College y the 
t iihe 

of Advanced Education. 

lean 	Dr McConkre restated 
)ntrol 	his 	belief 	that 	the 
ental 	establishment  of a rare 
lea Is earth plant at Tuncester 

was envmronolentally 
:omn- acceptable, providect that 
rs to con I nu ing independent 

monitoring was under-
JJ 	taken 	and 	that 	an r 1 additional water water 

treatment plant now ,  being 
proposed by Deckhand 
was provided. 

"In 	acknowledging 
these limitations, Deck-
hand has agreed to assist 

, 	with monitoring and to 
.4. 

 

undertake any corrective 
action which may be 
necessary" lie said. 

"On this basis. I can see 
no environmental reason 

•.4 why the proposed rare 
7 earth plant should not be 

Iern1it ted. 

"'But there remains tIne 
ting problem of rectifying the 

damage already done by 
tIes, adverse publicity, and I do 
age not know how this 
any problem can be tackled." is 	

Dr McConkie said that ted 	
the radiation risks linked 

the to the plant by many 
groups were not sub- 

stantiated by scientific 
fact as he knew them. 

'Their submissions 
appear to assume that 
there will be a substantial 
danger, and in some 
instances, compare this 
danger to the disaster at 
Chernobyl," he said. 

He said there was no 
justification for 
comparing the Turicester 
proposal ssitln Chcrnobyl. 

The residents of 
Tuncester told the inquiry 
they remained uncon-
vinced that the rare earth 
plant posed no danger of 
their lifestyle and 
livelihoods, despite 
assurances from the 
developer and t h e 
Department of Health. 

Potential risks 
A member of the group, 

Mr G }3artrimn, said that 
given the potential risks of 
such a plant, assurances 
that an undisclosed 
monitoring program 
would safeguard the 
sit ua t ion and that s astes 
would be disposed of 
properly were insufficient. 

"TIme proposed plant, 
with no buffer 7.onc 
should not be located in

, 
 

the prime agricultural 
district of l'uncester" lie 
said. 

"In fact, we do not wish 
to see the proposal as 
described on any other 
Coin ni 0 nit y. 

Another group spokes-
maii, Mr K Somerville, 
expressed concern that 
Lismore CityCouncil 
aldermen were not 
attending the hearings. 

"They are the ones who 

the characteristics and 
location of the proposed 
multiple occupancy. 

The secretary of the 
Rural Resettlement Ta.k 
Force, Mr Dave Lambert, 
of Nimbin, said yesterdm.y 
that local councils had 
been charged maximum 
amounts of between 
$1800 (Kyogle Shire 
Council), $2500 (Twec:1 
Shire Council) and .$3500 
(Lismore City Council) 
for each dwelling in a 
multiple occupancy. 

"The Lismore City 
Council has charged the 
maximum amount for the 
past six applications made 
to it," he said. 

"At least two mimultipk 
occupancies have 
appealed to time Land and 
Environment Court 
against such high charges. 

"If the appeals are 
upheld, it will set a 
precedent for councils to 
comisider. 

"ihe $1 950 milaxinium 
still is a lot of momley for 
the people on nmultiple 
occupancy developments, 
win ic Ii were dcsig ned 
specifically for low-
income groups and to halt 
tife decline in rural 
populations, 

"It is not set down 
when the amounts are 
payable, amid some  

councils may opt for the 
money up-front when the 
development is approved, 
even if individual 
dwellings are not built for 
some years." 

Mr Lambert said that 
State Environmental 
Planning Policy IS - 
Multiple Occupancy of 
Rural Land, announced 
this week by Mr Carr 
would not niake much 
difference in the Lismore 
City area, but would have 
some impact in the 
Kyogie Shire and 
Richmond River Shire, 

"Kyoglc Shire had 
permitted such develop-
ments on only 4 percent of 
its area, but this will be 
enlarged to more than 
80 percent. 

"The Richmond River 
Shire had not allowed 
multiple occupancies but 
the shire is included in the 
local government areas to 
which the policy applies," 
he said. 

The planning policy 
states that the land in 
question must be a single 
allot ment and not sub-
divided; with an area of 
not less than 10 hectares: 
the height of any building 
there must not be more 
than eight metres; and not 

• Continued Page 5 

4r Woods said the new supply 
ild service only Lennox I lead and 
ma, but he said the Department 

Public Works was undertaking a 
ly for future expansion to other 
is of the shire. 

This should mean the end of water 
rictions in the shire," Mr Woods 

from now on, the council is 
charged for the water being 

R oa d fundin -9 poefling set 

will decide time acceptance 
or rejection of this 
proposal," he said. 

"how, ma y  I ask, can 
they make a balanced or 
rational decision on such a 
complex issue without 
gaining first-hand time 
fullest knowledge and 
appreciation of the facts 
presented for or against 
time proposal?" 

The inquiry will resume 
this morning at 9.30 with 
an address-in-reply from a 
member of Citi7cns 
Against Rare Earth 
(CARE), Mr John 
Corkill, 

Other groups still to 
appear during the current 
session include Norco, time 
Department of I lealth, 
time Depart mcmi t of 
Mineral Resources and 
Deck h arid. 
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Do veitys cliffs 
a bit cold 

for Burnum  
the Conqueror 

By MIKE HEDGE of AAP 

FOl,KESlONE, t':iigland, \%'cdnesday, - With 
the Aboriginal flag draped around his shoulders, his 
face daubed in the authentic ceremonial paint of his 
tribe and blue (rousers neatly pressed, Burnum 
Burnum, pictured, yesterday tossed up whether to 
take possession of England or seek political asylum 
here. 

In the end, the winter wind whipping in off the 
English Channel decided the issue: "Not a bad 
place to be in charge of, but the weather 

Bu mum Burnum, Aboriginal activist, actor, 
author and self-confessed eccentric, was unopposed 
as he stood on the beach at Folkestone and claimed 
Engla rid for t lie Aboriginal people. 

And although he said the Queen and her family 
now were his subjects, the Royal standard still flew 
above Buckingham Palace and Prince Charles was 
expected to keep his old job when he returned from 
Australia next month. 

The ceremony on the Kcntish coast was intended 
as a mockery of Capta in Cook's claiming of 
Australia as a British possession in 1770, but it 
also had its serious side as a niockery of Australia 
l)av and the Bicentennial celebrations. 

"My declaration here today was an absurdity, 
but it is oid' as absurd as Captain Cook's was 200 
years ago," Bu rrium Burnu in said. 

"Aboriginal people should again be allowed to 
walk tall as regal landlords in their own country. 

"And it is my job as a, regal lord of ray country 
to regain the land stolen from the Aborigines." 

The only witnesses to Burnum Burnum's 
declaration were an assortment of journalists and 
photographers, although several more may have 
been on hand but for a late change of venue from 
the top of the White Cliffs of Dover to the sand 
be low. 

I laying explained that his declaration presented 
no serious threat to the English, the 52-year-old 
elder of the Wurundjeri tribe said lie had 
considered seeking political asylum in England or 
A usi na. 

The grounds on which he would make such an 
appeal were unclear, but the prospect of living in 
England seemed less appealing after an 
hour-and-a-half in control of the country. 

As well as risking exposure in the icy sea air, 
England's new custodian found himself stranded on 
the beach and had to ask a journalist for a lift back 
to his hotel. 

t 
local cal 
MELBOURNE, - Telecom's largest union h: 

associated directly with introducing timed local phoi 
The 28,000-member 

Australian Telecom-
munications Employees' 
Association (ATEA), 
believed there should be 
full consultation between 
Telecom and its customers 
before any changes to 
timed calls, the union's 
Federal secretary. Mr 
Mick Musumeci, said 
yesterday. 

The ATEA also banned 
removal of 'C' rate pip 
tone signals on a new 
Telecom network 
charging 20 cents for 180 
seconds, and called for 
their replacement where 
they had already been 
deleted. 

"Our worry is that 
people will be talking 
v ithout hearing the 'pips' 
and imagine they are not 
being charged, when in 
fact they are," Mr 

Musumeci said. 

I Ic said the removal of 
the three-minute signal 
was a prelude to the 
introduction of zonal 
charging rates, 

"Our decision was that 
Telecom should not 
introduce zonal re- 
arrangements which 
disadvantage customers 
until after consultations," 
lie said. 

"So we placed a ban on 
any work directly 
associated with the 
introduction of timed 
local calls until 
discussions between the 
Federal Government and 
Telecom have concluded." 

Mr Musurneci said 
there were several 
Government committees 
studying aspects of timed 
local calls. 

Jackpot Lottery 
number 3197 

Major prizes 
FIRSI: $60,000, No 89175, NFP, Lismore. 
SECONI): $1 2,Ot)0, No 98422, N FP, Mannering 

Park. 
[1111W: $6000, No 64062, NFP. Condell Park. 
Consolation prizes of $1000 each to No 89174 and 

No 89176. 
The Jackpot prize of $960,000 was not won. The 

Jackpot now stands at $968,000 in Jackpot Lottery 
3198. 

Half Million Dollar lottery 223 will be drawn 
today. 

estranged wile 1.ady Susan - - Eight burly guards — halrinvariably ii was bus 
would replace disconnected 	hired by Sir Frank, the other 	Mr McCann said 
telephone lines, Sir Frank's 	by Lady Susan — have been 	needed access to th 
solicitor, Mr Paul McCann, 	screening anyone and anything 	conduct business. 
said last night. 	 being brought to the home. 	"We are not runn 

It was the second time in 	"Sir Francis doesn't want 	for her," he said. 
three days police had been 	portable phones on the 	Mr McCann al 
called to the property, which is 	premises." security guard Mr 	reports that Lady 

Govt  Union  limits 	 n ba 
road 
f ees work o 
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more than 25 percent of 
the land should consist of 
prime crop and pasture 
land. 

Land on which any 
dwelling is situated must 
not be prime crop and 
pasture land, and the 
development must not be 
carried out for a motel, 
hotel, caravan park, or 
any other kind of holiday, 
tourist or weekend 
residential accommo-
dation. 

Steep land 
The policy stipulates 

that development may be 
approved by the council as 
long as slopes of more 
than 18 degrees do not 
occur on more than 80 per 
cent of the land. 

Mr Lambert said that 
the provision about such 
steel) land could pose a 
difficulty for some 
applicants. 

But he said that the 
Rural Resettlement Task 
Force generally was 
pleased with the release of 
the policy after lobbying 
for its introduction for 
sonic years. 

The policy sets out a 
long list of matters to be 
considered by local 
councils before they 
approve applications for 
multi plc-occupancy 
dcve I oprnen Is. 

This includes areas 
proposed for buildings and 
community use, availa-
bility and standard of 
public road access to the 
land, availability of a 
water supply, provision for 
waste disposal, and the 
effect of the proposed 
development on the 
agricultural use of land 
and water resources in the 
vicinity. 

BooAng parents attacked 

	

SY 1)NFY. — Parents must prm ide the 	I orma Is a rid pa riles a rid their excuse is 

	

First example if they %arIt their children 	that 'my kid's drink was spiked because 

	

to stop drinking, according to the 	my kid wouldn't do something like 

	

17-year-old urganiser of Nocahols, 	that'," Michelle said. 
lichclle Ring. 	 Michelle, a former student of Dickson 

h,1c 	c, -.,,,r, , ,n,,,,., ........... 	,.." 	-.. 	 . . 	- 



Tapping into a good time 

, 

 ilk 

/ 

- 

1V '  
_ 

LI' 

S j 

/ 

ralla Post,
LISMORE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1987 	

Recommended  

lers turn 
g1y mob 
ire than 1000 (li r is t nias 

uutsi(le a S itnehotel earls 
amd totting police and passing 
milks, 

sSit!the I motile 51:11 ted after 
n cro ii, manv of w lii,iit were 

of the ('aringtali I Intel, in 

an said officers were attacked 
cks when the) -  tried to control 

if those tttrow ag rocks were 

licenien had been injured and 
it were released after treatment 

nested on assault charges and 
charged witti drunkenness. 
irkers seieral hours to clean the 

a ml rubbish. 

Rural multiple occupancies are recognised 

/1 
.q 	
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I 	I 	\ 
the 	stoit 

lt.tile, 	12 	ijontlis, of l.isiiiorc, flitils the I.ennox 	I lead 
for 	a 	splash 	after 	a 	dip. 	11cr 	fattier. 	\lr 	keg 

surf club tap is just 
ilailes. 	superintends 

proceedings. Picture. 1011 0(OAPvOR 

'rite State (;overrtineiil has approved a new State policy to permit 
mu it i pie occu pa ncv of cont us uties on rural land. 

In 	utimuncing 	I he 	ness lrniul:i 	allowing 	vi: 	0:0:.: ilso will nit be permitted 
pilcy. 	the 	Minister 	for than 	four 	dwellings 	or on 	land 	which 	is 	1 
I'Iinning 	and 	lrrviron- Ii) hcet;ircs. 	which 	is 	thc national 	park, 	State 
merit, 	Mr 	Carr, 	said 	it minimum 	jirc:i 	for forest. 	S :ite 	recreation 
was a major new housing multiple occupancy unde' a rca, 	C 'own 	rcscrve, 
initiative for the State. the poliey. water 	e:itcliment 	arca, 

"1 he 	policy 	will 	allow On 	200 hecta ma, 	5 env:ronirte nI:il 	protection 
groups of people to live in dwellings 	would 	bc area 	or 	cit item 	sinsil:i ny 
sep;i rate 	dwellings 	sc title possible and 	ii 	maxirnun ,incd 	l:irvl, 	or 	on 	land 
collectively 	shari op of 50 dwellings would be protected 	under 	the 
ownership. 	cstiblislrnicnt allowed 	ciii 	blocks greater Coastal 	I 	inds 	Protection 
and 	rti;ifl;igenient 	of 	rural than 	3(1) ltcctares. Schierrie'' Mr ('art said 
lands," Mr Cart said. "Rural 	resettlement 

"St 	'0' 
r Ca rr said t h:i t most groups have been lobbying 

subdivision 	of 	lie 	liord 	is Cliii neOn 	did 	not 	iias'c for some time for a pohics 
hO 	pemnu ted 	under 	the provision 	for 	itiultiple ciii 	niiiltiple 	occupancy, 
iolicy 

occilpiricy 	in 	their 	local Mr Cart s;iid. 
planning 	istrunients. Mr 	(arr 	said 	tli:it Mr 	Can 	said 	that 	in 

"lhecause 	eontniunal multiple 	occup;imicies coitstdertrt,r 	the 	:ipplic' 

developments 	stilt 	are 	:i would now be permissible ations, councils would 	be 
rel:itivelv 	new 	form 	01 with 	council 	consent 	on required tca.ssess matters 
rural 	lifestyle, 	ninny land 	ioricd 	nun-urban or including 	the 	tetiure 
councils 	ore 	hesitant 	to rural 	along 	most 	of 	the structure, 	road 	:icccss. 
introduce 	ntultiple' Ness South Wales Coast water 	sufply, 	bitshmfire 
icspaiicy provisions. 	Mr and 	into 	the 	t;mbleland protection, waste dispos:tl, 

art said, areas. potenti:iI 	hazards, 
" A s 	a 	result, 	I he It 	would 	not 	be vegetation 	conservation, 

najonit 	of communes do permitted 	irounil Sydney, visual 	impact. coninrunity 
it 	ii:is'e 	pin nning Newcastle. 	Wollongong f;icilitics:srt'.l tue proposed 
gel iilissron. and 	the 	ACT, or in 	the siting of buildings. 

Mr 	Carr 	s:tid 	that western part of the State. 
ii tiler 	the 	old 	system. " "1111tipic 	c ci: 	:,tiicy • Ri,i,'hi 	protected P3 
ovi nets 	could 	not 	P 
building 	:ipprov:ils. 	gain 

hoiwtn, 	finalicc ij 

I: irs' i runurlent 	('ou rt 	Iii 
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iiiiiltrpic 	oci.up intl 

	

- 	. 	 , 
developments 	as 
li.t,itoii,itt. 	lorni 	ol 	rur,il isolated coastal showers, 

warm 
chtetty ntght 	and mornIng. 

moderate south to south-east 
lilcstyle. 

Mild to 	day. LIght to 
winds. 

"Comrritines occur right Outlook: Warmer. t.tnsoItd about Moncay with local 
a c ross 	local 	poser n oie Ill thusdory showers. 
boundaries 	so 	this 	ness Yesterday's Ltsmoro maxhium, 30.3; nrtrmum 19.7. 
p01 ic s' 	svi II 	a pply 	to 	I lie Forec ant sranlmum, 30. 
;lreWs of gre:ntest 	(leni;oi:l. Coastal wators: South-eas) winds to 15 knots. Seas to 

part icu l;i rI s' 	tire 	nor lb 	ii rid Gnu iii ii Ire and a swell of Iti 
Woather map — Page 

00 metres. 

ssiutlr 	coasts. 	Mr 	C:: ii 28. 

' flLq:iitc 	bent, 	cY 
eriemiced 	by 	ru r:: I At 8anlria 

TO0AY 	High, 1.46 am, t.'rn; 
Bar: 

comurtunes 	md 	give thienm 1.47 pm, i'm. 
legal 	standing 	in 	the Low. 7.27 am. 0.Srn: 8.35 )rn. 0.3m. 

planning system." Sun rtso 5.43. sets 8.08. 

lie 	density 	of TOMORROW: High, 2,44 an', 1.4is; 2.47 pin, 1.5m. 
development 	is 	lirumited Low, 8.34 am, 0.5m; 9.26 pm, 0.3m, 

- - 	 - under 	the 	policy 	by 	a Sun rIse 5,44, sets 8,08, 

H1n 	
L 	 - 
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ippincations. belore." 
"It 	is going 	to be a 	lot Martha 	Jane, 	who 	is 

af fun," she said, spending 	the 	suriimer 
"A It liough 	I 	t Ii ink 	it holidays in 	Byron 	Bay, is 

vill be very hard, because planning 	a 	career 	in 
I 	have 	never 	been 	in commercial art when she 

n yt lii ng 	that 	rough leaves school next year. 

businessmen 
e study tour 
fited States 

NSW multiple'occupqncy move 
can expect that 

people travelling through 

Rights protected, i - hall - h o u r 	progra iii 
would give an insight into 
kxpo $8 and the services 

sYas city planner 
at 	the 	Ball ma 	tourist 
Office. 

slAR'IllA JANE 
BEASIJ:V 

the new State initiative local 	government 	to to 	a rprove 	multiple 
On 	multiple-occupancy multi pie - oce ii pa ii cy occupaneics. 
deielopments 	gase developments, 	and 	110W 

'Flic 	new 	polic) 	will potential owners (lie basic councils should 	go 	about 
not 	dramatically 	change right 	to 	appeal, 	the considering them. 
wli;it 	has 	been 	occurring l.isniore 	('its 	Council's 

chief 	phi nner, 	N l r 	P 
Mr Reynders said that in 	I.ismore 	since 	1980, 

Rev nders. said )esterdaN. 
the 	new 	pal icy 	would because 	we already 	have 
allow councils to approve avenues available to us for 

lie 	said 	the 	ill ai n multiple 	occupancies, considering 	!h1 tiPoe_ 
adva ii Lilge 	of 	t lie 	new except in areas where they cupancv applications,' 	he 
Slate 	policy 	was 	that 	it were speed really excluded, said. 

offered 	a degree of legal Mr 	Reynders 	said In 	August 	1980. 	the 
protect ion 	to 	people people would still 	have to council adopted a multiple 
wa nti rig 	to 	csta blish subin it 	a 	development occupa 'icy building code 
multiple 	oci*mes 	in application 	to 	the 	local for 	consider i rig 
areas which had made no eou neil, 	a rid 	tIre 	app applications 	for 	new 	and 
provision 	for 	such lication 	would 	be 	eon- existing communes on 23 
developments. sidered in light of the new p a r c c I s 	 o f 

In 	areas 	which 	II 	no 
pocy speciall-ga7cttcd 	land 	in 

pol icy 	go v c ri ing Pioneer council tlre 	fumier 	I crania 	Shire 

iou It i'p Ic - 0CC U 	.i ii 	Y lie 	said 	councils 	also 
north 	of l.nsriorc. 

developments, 	applicants Id 	consider 	each gazettal 	notice, 
had not been in a position its 	erits ii'iilicrti&ini 	on 	m i ssued 	in 	controversial 
to appeal to the Land and and 	impose 	conditions 	if circurlistanecs by the then 
lmnvi rorirnent 	(.ou rt 	ml necessary. Ministe' for Planning and 
their 	application 	w a s , -. Errvrronrncnt, 	the 	late 
refused 	because, 	legally The , 	L isiriorc 	City Paul Linda, amended the 
speaking, 	multiple oceup- Council 	had 	helped 	to council's existing planning 
ancy (hd not exist, pioneer 	procedures 	for list run' eros 	to 	pernui 

"Now, 	i f 	a 	council 
considcri rig 	mu It i plc- 
occupancy developments 

in u It i p Ic - occ tip a n c y 
refuses 	an 	a ppl  cation, and 	did 	not 	really 	riced 

commur ities 	on 	not 	less 
t ha ii 	40 	Ii a 	in 	the people 	at 	least 	have 	the the new State policy. 	Mr ipproe'cil 	trca right 	of appeal. and 	that Reynders said.  

is the basic change," 	Mr 
rc.eynoers saiu. 

- 	. 	 . 
The 	I.isrnore 	council, 

s' oh 	the 	Kyoli_ 	TsvLed  

' 	.. 	 . 	.... 
.' .. 

rhL 	St iti, 	policy 	also and 	l3eIltnl,l,n 	shtres 	Ii id w4o,tJ/,  
scts 	doss n 	guidelines 	a n d already nì ide provision in  
standards W be applied by its 	planning 	instruments . 	................- 
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f or multiple 
development  
A MULTIPLE occupancy development of five houses on a 40ha 

Winegrove property has been set in motion by Copmanhurst Shire Coun-cil. 
Council has agreed to develop a Draft Local En- 	

This would increase the rate revenue from the 
vironment Plan of the proposal which will be publicly land parcel regardless of council's rating structure on 
exhibited before council considers final rezoning of the multiple occupancies. 
land for multiple occupancy purposes. 	

The land under consideration is owned jointly by 
Deputy president Cr Frank Clark said the shire five people who propose to build five dwellings on council must become involved in new development 40.47ha 

concepts such as multiple occupancy to assess the 	
The shire engineer said it was possible under ex- viability of further developments of this type. 	

isting council ordinances to create three small lots on 
"We must become involved in this type of the land which would permit fourdwellings to be built. development anyway, if for no other reason than to as- 	

However under existing council ordinances it was ses the need for them," he said, 	
not possible to allow ve dwellings or -multiple oc- Cr Clark said council wanted the shire to progress cupancy as a land use. 

and so these developments, which were growing in 	
"At the moment the Environment and Planning popularity, had to be addressed. 	. 	

. 	Department has no mLltiple occupancy policy," Mr Council also discussed the possibility of differen- Andrews said. 
tial rating on multiply occupied land parcels if this 	

"It's up to each ind:vidual council to deal with ap- development goes ahead. 	
plicat 	as they come up. This proposal wifl require a Shire cicrk Mr Ian Preston told council multiple rezoning." 	 . 

occupancy developments introduced a new concept in 	, He said the uraft plan will be publicly exhibited so 
land rating and it was possible a differential rate could adjoining land owners may comment on the proposal. be  charged. 	

Then the matter would come back to council for final 
"A higher rate in the dollar could be applied than resolution.  

that for surrounding rural land," Mr Preston said. 

This could ensure multiple occupancy 
landholdings paid rates equivalent to the ordinary 
minimum general rate multiplied by the number of 
dwellings on the property. 

However Mr Clark said it was possible the land 
value determined by the valuer &eneral on which rates 
were based might rise following the multiple oc-
cupancy develooment 

"The proposal has merit due to the features of 
available services and th class of the land upon which 
it is proposed," Mr Andrews said. 

The land is not prime agricultural land and fronts 
Wares C:cek on Tabulam Rd. 

Council was told oie part owner could sell the 
part ownership and in the case of an owner being un-
able to sell the share, anc so leaving, the other owners 
would still be responsible for rate payment. 
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Land Tax An amendment has been made to the 
Land Tax Management Act to exempt H.0.'e who 
are legal under existing or future Council 
Planning Instruments. We haven't yet seen the 
exact wording, but it is understood that the 
exemption will apply to all communities which 
will give M.D. homeowners the same exemption 
enjoyed by other homeowners. 

New Co-op Aaendmenta These new amendments will 
only concern communities incorporated as a co-
operative. Such communities will have to take 
steps to forfeit the ahsree of 'inactive' 
members, but in most cases the charging of a 
annual levy will be sufficient to be an 
'active' member & avoid share forfeiture. It 
is therefore very important for existing mem-
bers of co-epa (such as Co-ordination Co-op 
Ltd) to contact their Secretary with their 
current address to receive details about these 
amendments. 

Caravan Park Code This has been released and 
a copy is on display at Mi.bin Neighbourhood & 
Informatlixi Centre Inc or available free from 
the Dept of Locnl Government, 8-10 Bent St, 
Sydney 2000. It will still be possible to 
have a caravan on your property If you already 
have a housel This isn't much help if you 
want to live in one while building your houee, 
in which case a Licence will be required. It 
Is a bit too involved to explain here, so get 
a copy if it concerns you. 

Telecom Chargea The Ornbudapereon is still 
waiting for Tolecom to respond to his initial 
report. He has received several complaints 
and has investigated one. His report is 
awaited with anticipation. 

Our Supporter Some 35 M.D. communities have 
now made donations to us.. These communities 
receIve a short news sheet every few months 
and an up-dated listing of material we have on 
file. This listing can be sighted (& photo-. 
copied) at Ni.bth Neighbourhood & Information 
Centre Inc and verbal advice on these topics 
is available here every Wednesday. 

DavoL 	 •0 
0* 

N . 

rntiiFli nrru,cv pcws 

There has been some movement on a number of 
issue8 of relevance to Multiple Occupancy 
(M.D.) communities, some good and some bad. 
First the bad newals 

FHOS Grants: The plans of the Auat. Dept of 
Housing & Construction to make these grants 
available to M.D. by making a Regulation to 
the Act have come unstuck because of advice 
from the Attorney Generals Dept that the 
Regulation would be next to impossible to 
draft and that a long term lease or agreement 
would still be needed to guarantee a right of 
occupancy. However, 3 Queen's Counsel have 
advised that such a long term agreement would 
breach the Local Government Act in creating 
'defacto' subdivisions. The Federal Gov't is 
trying to convince the DEl' and Bob Carr to 
permit long term leases in the new M.D. State 
policy (SEpP) soon to be released. So it 
looks like a long wait for the bureaucrats 
etc to sort this one outi In the meantime, 
it is still suggested that potential reci-
piants of the grant should still apply for 
the grant in the hope that one day the mesa 
will be sorted out. 

New State 14.0. Policy (PP): The final draft 
has been prepared by the Dept and it is 
sitting on Minister Bob Carr's desk to be 
signed. It is expected that it will be 
signed within a couple weeks unless last 
minute representations about the FF05 grant 
situation convince him to send the draft back 
to the department for further amendment. 
Besides the 'defacto' subdivision quention, 
perhaps the next most interesting thing to 

find out will be the minimum size for M.D. 
This is currently 40 he but there is wide-
spread support to lower this to 10 ha. The 
S[PP is not expected to set upper limits on 
5.94 levies to upgrade roads etc. However, 
the Minister has the power under 9.94A to set 
such upper limits outside of the SEPP & this 
will be the focus of our lobbying efforts in 
1987. 

" 
lk 
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Caravan Park Code This has been released and 
a copy is on display at Niabin NeI4baurtiaod & 
In?oraetjon Centre Inc or available free from 
the Dept of Local Government, 8-18 Bent St, 
Sydney 2000. It will still be possible to 
have a caravan on your property if you already 
have a house! This isn't much help if you 
want to live in one while building your house, 
in which case a Licence will be required. It 
is a bit too involved to explain here, 80 get 
a copy if it concerns you. 

New State NJ). Policy (SEP?): The final draft 
nsa oeen preparea by the uept and 	it is Teleco. tharqe, The Ombudeperaon is still 
sitting on Minister Bob Carr's desk to be  waiting for Telecom to respond to his initial 
signed. 	It is expected that 	it will 	be report. 	He has received 	several 	complainte 
aigned within a couple weeks unless last and has investigated one. 	His report is 
minute representaflon8 about the FWS grant 

) 
awaited with anticipation. 

situation convince him to send the draft back 
to the department for further amendment. Our Supporter 	Some 35 M.D. communities have 
Besides 	the 'defacto' 8utxlivision question, now made donations to us.. These communities 
perhaps the next most 	interesting 	thing to 4ra receive a short news sheet every few months 
find out will be the minimum size for M.D. and an up-dated listing of material we have on 
This is currently 40 he but there is wide- J''J Pile. 	This listing can be sited (& photo- 
spread 8upport to lower this to 10 ha. 	The 'J* copied) at Ni.bin Neijthourbood & Inforaation 
SEPt) is not expected to set upper limits on J Centre Inc and verbal advice on thaae topics 
5.94 levies to upgrade roads etc. -  However, is available here every Wednesday. 
tile Minister has the power under s.94A to set 	 - 
such upper limits outside of the SEPP & this II1i1J 16/l/87, 	 Dave L 
w Ve ill be the focus of our lobbying efforts in ' 	 0: 

1987. 	 4ifp'v.: 	
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NLLTIPIL niscv it:ws 

There has been some movement on a number of 
is8ueB of relevance to Multiple Occupancy 
(M.D.) communities, some good and some, bad. 
First the bad new81s 

FUOS Crantaz The plans of the Aust. Dept of 
Housing & Construction to make these grants 
available to M.D. by making a Regulation to 
the Act have come unstuck because of advice 
from the Attorney Generals Dept that the 
Regulation would be next to impossible to 
draft and that a long term lease or agreement 
would still be needed to guarantee a rit of 
occupancy. However, 3 Queen's Counsel have 
advised that such a long term agreement would 
breach the Local Government Act in creating 
'defacto' subdivisions. The Federal Gov't is 
trying to convince the DEP and Bob Care to 
permit long term leases in the new M.D. State 
policy (SEPt)) soon to be released. So it 
looks like a long wait for the bureaucrats 
etc to sort this one out! In the meantime, 
it is still suggested that potential red-
piants of the grant should still apply for 
the grant in the hope that one day the mesa 
will be sorted out. 

Land Tax An amendment has been made to the 
Land Tax Management Act to exempt M.0.'s who 
are legal under existing or future Council 
Planning Instruments. We haven't yet seen the 
exact wording, but it is understood that the 
exemption will apply to all communities which 
will give M.D. homeowners the same exemption 
enjoyed by other homeowners. 

w Ce-op Aaendmenta These new amendments will 
only concern communities incorporated as a co-
operative. Such communities will have to take 
steps to forfeit the shares of 'inactive' 
members, but in most cases the charging of a 
annual levy will be sufficient to be an 
'active' member & avoid share forfeiture. It 
is therefore very important for existing mem-
bers of co-ops (such as Co-ordination Co-op 
Ltd) to contact their Secretary with their 
current address to receive details about these 
amendments. 



BOOK REV IEW 

C0L1MUNES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA 

The movement since 1970 by Margaret L. 	1ff 	 Munro—Clark. Hale & Irmonger—($14.95 
Noahs—Big Scrub) 

Well illustrated with photogaphs from 
Bodi Farm, Tuntable Falls Community and 
School Nimbin Mura1s this book flows 
with great insight into the dynamic 

____ 	 ----- 	 structures and ideologies of the rural 
co—operative settlement movement. 
Margaret, a PHD in Human Memory, studies 
the rural communitarianism of the post 

/protest years in the light of individual 
autonomy away from conformist over 

- 	 stressed society. The surveys of 36 new 
NSW communities annotated in appendix B 

______ • :- 	 - 	 5show there are eight registered Co—ops, 
and provides legal guidelines for es-
tablishing communities. A history of the 
evolution of Nimbin, with maps of settle- 

ciTsI 
J01n and Naree Keep have sold the squash 
Cefltre to Arthur and Christine Cullen, and 
?iYlld like to thank all slayers, past and 
present, for their patronage, ahd hope that 
YDU will continue to support the new owners. 

All competitions are resuiüng in Februar3 
Interdistrict squash on Thursday 5th at 
Brunswick Heads; Volleyball on Sunday 8th; 
"A" division on Monday 9th; "C" division on 
¶Iuesday 10th; "B" & "E" division on Wed.11fl 
Juniors on Thursday 12th (after school), & 
volleyball in the evening;"B" th.vision on 
Friday 13th. 
Ping Squash Centre, 891 327 for times.,.,., 

10—Ij 

NC A\ 
THE NATURAL WWAY  
Pamela I. Bensemann 

NATUROPATH 

NUTRITION 
HERBS 

r HOMEOPATHY 
IRIDOLOGY 
ORTHOBIONOMY 
MASSAGE 

HEALTI4 CENIPE. 
CeciL St, 

t4irnblri 
For an appoJment 	 - 
Ph: 

Richard 0. Bingham 
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N.&V. GOVN1NT 6UPPORT6 CO +OP LNP ôETTLEMENT- 

The Rural Re settle me nt Task Force 	

PO3 
I t.-project offers a unique 

(RRTF) of Nthn. NSW, and the NSW 	 OpportUrLLy for low income people to 
Dept of Housing's pilot Co-op laid " (1 	 Settle in a popular rural locality 

with -the financial & info resc . .es settlement project goes ahead. 	
Sc 

stur & setbacks have resulted 
More than -two years of endeavor, 	

needed to become quickly hou2 
established in an alternative 

agreement on a structure, process 	 food producing community.  
& property for a co-op land settle- '-'Full detaLls can be obtained by 
ment project. This will be the first/7) writing to the RRTF, c/— Nimbin 
in NSW to be provided with financialc 	N'Hood Centre, Nimbin 2480, 	1 
assistance from government. 	 marked Attention D.Leggett., ,L 

The purpose of the project is to 
pilot the way for helping low  
income people, to form co operat

- 

ives, develop land in accordance with  

LA the Multiple Occupancy planning code 
Sc construct housing thereon accordirI 	• 	 - 	 -. 

to their needs. 	 \Q94? 
An eighty six hectare, ex dairy 
property situated between Nimbin & All applicant households need to be 
Kyogle in Nthn NSW has been care- 
fully selected & following a detailed, 	

eligible for govt housing loans. 
Families with incomes up to $440pw 

feasibility study funds have been 	 and older or retired people are 
approved. The property has now been çç 	3±nvited to make application to join.. 
purchased & a development application 	this landmark community. 
to provide for twenty eight householcls 
has been approved by Kyogle 

The funds available will provide for 
p community & land develoment costs y- 

plus ' - house building materials as 
required. Legal, management, land 
development & house construction 
advice is included and an information 
& skills aquisition programme will 
also be provided. 

The community will be formed as a 
common equity co-op, manages its own 
affairs & take liability for mortgage 
repayments. Each applicant household 
will require $500 cash & commit them-
selves to repayments at usually 27% 
of household income. The average 
household income will need to exceed 
$190  PW to cover the projected loan. 

It is planned to temporarily accomodate 
up to 50% of the households on the 
land by late February 187 to begin a 
three months trial "live top 	- r" 
period before self seleot 
co-op begins. The remai 	he co-op 
will be selected follo. 	ietion of 
similar "live in" periods. 

Environmental sensitivity, 
personal & ôommunity growth & 
self reliance will be fundament 
aims in the cooi3s constitution. 

fthxTornesiai 
!2Fk 
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lion of the stJIc. NOILIWIn California Is a separate •rncdiatc politicalissucsfor cifiphasis In Shasta, fur 
natural country, Shasta. The uzaik Mounlauis are cxampIc the Frsco Liay Mussel (iroup evovcd into  

UISILIICI raised limc-stonc fornution wjcha uniquc an adiunant voice for opposing bnterbasin trab)sfers Bioregional Grounding: 	nIIuraI iderilic)' of wacrshcds and vegctation srrid of nurtIern California water to the South anti 

S tepping Back 

	

	Wing the border of Arkansas and MisM)uri, the Angcics, and in the 1982 eIcC(iufl was active in 

bturcgion of "Ozarkia' Occ2ninl1ucnccd areas of (JcfciIuIlg what up until now was a coinlilon prac- 0 nto Our Planet 	northern Maine in the UsbueJ Stales and New lice (0vc1 90% of Shasta voids oppuscJ the iacSt 

	

PecerEIerg 	Hrunswick to Canada sharc the sainc biorcgiofl, d 	 scheme; the Iargcst singlc.sidc voic 1n 
The Gulf of Maine. 	 California hisbory) Ui()rcgi()iiIl approaches io 

- 	- 	- 	- 	- 	— 	
In Europe bioregions uften coincides with radi- nabural rcsuurccs aClivitics are perhaps the niusi 

Where do any of us actually live? 
blonal homelands of 'national minorities 	of 	 obvious and in ShasLa they are Currenhly  

Since the advent of Industrial Age consciousness 
0 

S
(5tt{5 Crnrnru (Wales) ad-AIba (Scotland) enitcd by grnups workiuig to restore nahIvc 

 directly 

only iboui two centuries ago (and'foc only the last 	
I:flglJnd: Ureizh (l3rlbcany)apd Corsu (Cursaca) in 	iIuicfl runs in rivers iiid reftrest logged-over areas 

t:rbbce; and Euskadi (ibsques) 	nd CitaIunc with incIgcliIs riCes few decades in most of hc world) the answer o 

this lircrally basic question has been framed in pro- (Caralunra) 
fl Spain. 
	 In the Son&rrin Desert brorcgroul which overlaps 

grcssivcly more urban, srahash and rcclinologiciI 	Any pIee is within a broreguon. Every mehropolis the unirci Sbaies.Icxieo border on the Rio Grande 

terms, rather than in thosc of the prCçS%CS of life 	XI5IS In a natural locale: Manhatlan In the lower River reinhahitanis are introducing new crops' 

itself. Ask the new persun,you meet and expect at riudson River valley; London in that of the 
	agriculture that arc, in fact, nhive plants. 

least part of this reply, In a irumbered house on Thanres. Suburbs, COwflS villages, rural firmtng 
	Rcncwable energy designs for cornintrOltres 

such a street, in some section of a city, in a par- arc2s, forests and national parks are all within founded on biuregional coirsideratiorts are being 

tiular slate or I)rVtflCC or department, of ttjtlon- _spcc!fiss bloregions. 	 proposed for areas as dissimilar as the Connecticut 
vy 

stiate, in a First, Second or rtrird World powerhioc. 	 River valley in New England and the Willaineiic 

commute to work by ear, bus, train, or airplane.' 	 _.' 	
S hioregional renewable energy designs and those of 

lie difference between Thtt is, when Irn not at ?, another place whcre I River salley in Oregon. f  

'•:: 	 abcrnativc energy schcncs in general Is that they S 	We all live within the web-of-life, of course. Our 

bodies and senses are those of :nantntals in the 	
T/S 	

S • J 	are based on naturally native watershed, bloirrass 

I 	from processes ofthc biosphere. tint during 	 • 	

andnaier}als consideratnins rallier itt.tir luPorced . biosphere. All of our food, waler and materials 

	

'. . 	solar hardware. 

the Industrial Age. reaching a eliniax in the Late In. 	
• 	 Bioregional celehr.uxions of etiLlinos  and solstice 

dustrial Iriod dating front World War I I . the fact 	 . 	 daYs Is l)eeonitnl widespread. 1 hesc usually begin 

	

. 1 	 • with sunrise obscivance :tur&l ciii inciLide cra1u or oI our irrierdcpcndcircc with all life became a vague 
lirIer fairs. houregrown Its ids 311d ittisic, n;i i ore absracrio,i We have suffcied from the delusion of 

believing iliat our lives were safely in the care of 	 walks, and bioregioiil elucatroiral or polihicil  
lalks. machines. The separation betwcen conscious 

I.liuregii iral P'  1 it cii grutu PS un. lurli ng 0/irks human identity and locsccdness, nd the planetary 
Area Coriiiiiuuiilv Congress, Katisis Art a X.itcrslrcd life-web of whieh our species is part, is now critical  

the absurd and tragic l)Ositiofl ofsontconc who sets 	• 	 \/ 	A 	Alliance (Wyoming) have fornieI In develop plat- 

Flow do we rediscover where we actually live? 	 ' 	

S , 	
adaptive culture - beside l)litiIl issues such as 

enough to threaten the survival of both. W are in 	 Council, Reinhahitung Ncw Jcrsc, md llugh Pl;utns 

lire to the house to keep warm in a free/trig hliz- 	
forms hsCd nit restoring and Inaii1taiIiii1 their liI• 

said, destroying ever-widening ranges of life 	 places. They place clirracteristics iii the huoregion- 

without consciousness of our ultimate hiund with 	• 	 soul, watersheds. native 1)1.015 uuutl uuiiuii;ils ;uurd 

lhetn. 
counhulu 0 1 y dcvclopnien I • eric ig . waste l spu oa I. 

resources Ut utuzutuurn, agricultural l  uliciu.,s, 	md 

and naiive plants and animals that exist within the 	 (iLutciuifles are hOist L)eflehicuul br tire couluuurLucLl lute 

Biorcglons are geographic areas having coin 
etuploynicuru l(,siIiuri1s are tikc.ir in Icruirs id svliicli mon characteristics of soul, watershcds, climate, 

of the hioreguurur. (In 1911-4 there will be a Niurilu whole planetary biosphere as unique and intrinsic  
___________________ 	 A utter ican Hu ircguunrrl Cu ingress to Cu iuisolida he contributive paris. Consider them as possing the - 

court lion ci iuisrdc'r;urur ins Lu ii tlisc go rups diverse and necessary distrunctions of leaves from 
The rcuuilrilntuirv bioregiourul ttuirvc'unietit is shill; roots, or arms from legs. The Amazon jungle, for 

c.'rurcrguurg .uii&I will eventually geurerric trifle inure instance provides so much oxygen that ii can be 
_______________________ 	 pl.ucc.loc;uied groups uui'rl irrtlticrice inure irc.rs of counted is r lung of the biosphere. The Nile delta is 	 _______________ 

pr)st-indusirr;rl 	cuuticerut 	suic h 	.rs 	alic rural rye a kidney for the Mediterranean Sea Underneath 
ecurnutniws. perirracrrliurc. ;ultei ri;uiive ucehniihiigy,  4 1.3 arid around tire industrial grids of row.hrrruses and 
renewable energy. mIt design of new cumninuunities. factories, streets and sewers, lnmgliw.iys and 

railways, oil and gas pipelines, legal jurisdictions 	 for dccehtrrlists in general the concept of a  

Ic 4, 
hioregioti answers the question, ''Decentrailxe tire and political boundaries, the natural geography of z 

life continues to endure. 	 9 where?" Anti-nuclear activics are becoming pro- 

g 	 ii 

	

Everyone lives in soc bioregiun or other. Prior 

	

bloreionalist. Local food coperauivcs and local 

	

ni 	 S 	' 	 ' 	
natural resources defense groups are finding that hi) industrialism the retlity of inhabitation in a uni- 	 'S..-.  

que life-place was rctkcted in adaptive cultures 	 organizing along watershed and hrorcgiomirI lines 

that reciprocated with cycles and conditions of that 	 makes them more effective.  

place. Sonic strong examples shill reitiarur such as 	 Z 	Hioregionilisuir is a sigiiificant step beyond either 

the llopi's deeply sacred involvement with arid 	 conservationisi or enviruinmentilist ihinkitig. It is 

cultivation of corn, rain, mesas, and respectful 	 directly addressed to the fate of the earth, not us 

grace in the American Southwest. Sirtire vestiges 
issue that huntaur civihizitiiin titlist address, 

('ml) CR CE: I'Iwn'I I) rung /uiuurin(wn, P.O. Jinx as the heroic persistence (utter cighi centuries' 	
.3125!, SUn /"rUlILiXlO, A 941 .11) 

corrtitlUe in titurit the designs tnt tiatiolisI;ttcs such 	 - 	

merely an ''eeolrigic.il" issue, hut as the ceniral 

dotnrination) of Welsh language atid culture on the 

western side of Englitrd's principal topvgr'aphic.il 

divide. Thoroughly adaptive cultures are native 1k' 
human niamnial interactions, as natural as any 

other aspect of the life of a bioregion. 

For most people, however, Inhabitation of a uni 

que bioreglon has lost preeminence as a fret of sur- 	 - 

vival, While this condition prevails no biorc.-gion is 

secure from the threat of hcmng crippled in its mbthi' 

.ty to nurturc life. "Cut down the Amazon jungle for  

newspaper pulp, we treed to read about flutuatlons 

in oil prices." "level the Hopi's Black Mesa, we 	c 

need coal to produce electricity so Los Angeles' 

lughis can burn all ntght." There is no way to en- 

sure the survival of the biosphere without saving 

each hrorcglon, and it is especially important for -- Once the extent and character of 'a life-place Is 
an one living within rndustrtal society to bu I

111 detertiritred, rcrnhrahitory approaches can taken to 
cultivating btoregronal consciousness. an impressively large number of activities and pro. 

flclnhabltatlon is 'a term for undertaking the blent areas. Education and awirculess have a special 

practices of liv,lng'itiplace, becoming part of a priority at prcseuri, and biorcgional stud) ,  groups 

bioreglon again. A first step is io become familiar have already cnrcrgcd in over lilly areas of the 

with the specific characterIstIcs of the place whcrc United States and C:uiiada. They produce ticwsleu. 

one lives. Wet and green northern California, for hers and information 'bundles" on their 

example, isn't contitrous with the dry desert por. hioregioirs, and often choosc particularly tnt- 
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REVIEW OF NN13ERRiq b 	 itho REPOR feels the full brunt of Telecom's 

ON TEL costingQM U LCHGE5 	of field work. Dishonesty, ineficiency and excessive capital-
isation mean that it costs $1000 

'POLES APART 	
to run 100 metres of wire accrosa a •  
flat clearpaddock, so effectively 

(Report from the House of Represent 	denying communication to many 
-atives Standing Committee on 	 consumers. It is probably even 
ExpendituTe) 	 costing Telecom money pursuing this 

unfair policy. 	Time,to stoke up 
r was the only 	 resident 	the old .B. radiosii\ 

to make a submission up the right 
channels concerning the discrimminf 

, BY atory treatment that N.0.'s are 
getting from Telecom. The only 
reaction from the standing committee 
(all LP.3) in 187 pages of report 
was to list my name at the end as 
the origin of correspondence 217 

If M.O. residents had performed 
like a few of the other pressure 
groups (cwA, Isolated childrens 
parents association, Catholic 
Women's League, etc.) we might have 
scored a recommendation to throw 
back at Telecom. 

The basis of my submission was 
the unfairness of treating N.0.s 
as one corporate body and thus 
denying rural cross subsidy, while 
allowing Strata Title properties 
retirement vilLages, and hobby farm 
subdivisions to all get the cheap 
connection. It seems that QANGOs 
and local governments recognise 
bodies like ao-operatives when it 
suits them, & ignore them when 
convenient. For example NRCC. will 
only connect power to a person 
while police refuse to evice 
C'o.-op tenants who have private 
rental agreements. 

Another bad aspect of Telecom's 
M.O. policy is that it suddenly 
changed without warning. If 
Telecom had said from the start that 
all numbers after the first would 
cost $X , we could have built cost 
fl-effective internal systems with our 
own exchange so as to fully utilise 
those numbers. Instead Telecom 
dealt privately with individuals 
as if the corporate body did not exist 
and then changed the policy when 
halfway through the job. 

Probably 'some of the connections 
were not justifyiffg their exixtence. 
Certainly, I have heard of one 
connection 	(hobby farm) which 
must have cost $20,000 for a radio 
link to the top of Xt Boogarem and 
which rarely worked because the 
resident pinched too much power from 
the solar panel on the installation 

This is not a tri7ial issue as 

Old AcidmoutPi 



VIRGARI WALKA4  
Some folks may have wondered what it' 
really all about. acme have suggested 
it means bus loads of Japanese tour-
ists, Boy Scout Groups and Elderly Pc 
ioriers invading Nimbin. Others spe-

culate on how it will stuff up the 
rainforests and bring in the multi-
national interests. A small rumour 
around town is that it's just anothei 
hippi scam and will never get off the 
ground or the other side of the coin, 
in that it's a very aggressive attemi 
by çutsi3ers to get in on the tourisi 
dollar.  Cq- 

We are glad to annouiice that it is nc 
of the above. Some years ago, during 
the period when rainforest conservati 
was still some strange minor issue t( 
State Governments, little care was 
taken in he assessment of companies 
and their affect on the environment 
when offering tcurism. Areas such as 
the Snowy Mountains jell fowl to the 
Packers and. the reef to Club Med., el 
Tourism, it was said by the small bul 
evergrowing ban of Rainforest Conser 
tionists, was to provide the lost re 
nue and sobs once logging ceased. 

The National Parks & Wildlife Service 
found themselves in a very difficult 
positicn, having to decide the future 
of recreation in the very sensitive 
areas now in their care. Policies & 
Management plans required intense re-
search but still rainforests had to 
provide some sort of recreation to ti 
general public. Pindari Walkabout is 
about recreation and conservation. II 
is a small business and will remain 
1-,i+ wc 1 1 	'rrir1 nhl+. rf ±he  

Bunjulung National Parks exclusively, • not in State Forests. We use no four ' wheel drives and write cnvircnmental 
assessment reports so as not to create 
damage or erosion. We will be offering 
some wl-.ite water and climbing expedi-
tions later in the year, but for the 
moment we are offering interpretation- 

•• 	'l walks dealing with specific topics., 
You can come out overnight, (4days/3 

O' 	
nights) all gear and food provided 
and stay the last night in a motel, a with a meal at the restaurant for $250 
all inclusive. Or, you can join us on 
a day walk 25 (4 0 xs) including 
gear and lunch and walk in some areas 
you normally wculdn't get to but more 

Le T) importantly have explained. You can 
D walk with us'from the mountains to the 

sea and understand how it all fits to-.' 
gether. There are some who don't need. 

'. 	 to know. There are some who would 
never go on a walk with us in their 
own local area. But there are thou-. 
sands of Australians and Overseas 

cC visitors who need to know and under,. 
stand how our complex forest systems 

•work or simply need a Wilderness Ex-
perience. 

Ue hope to encourage r.ore interest in 
Rainforest Conservation and to act as 
a service distributing inforniation on 
more relevant issues. Our market, for 

00 ( those still worried about buses full 
of Japanese tourists, is back packers, 

L 	walkers, conservationists and members 
of the scientific community, 	itinerant 

i tourists in small numbers and family 
groups. We are not interested in the 

s 
I 

e great almighty Nimbin tou'ist dollar, 
we are interested in Environmental 
Education, Conservation and getting 
by somehow financially. 	 + 

not in. Walks, day and o'nite, give We are not burdened down by committee; 
the general public a view of our hen- action groups or internal politics as 
tage not norn.ally available and those so many groups attempting to do so in 
tracks and routes are rotated, assessed the past have been. We are a small 
and reported on. Every safety factor business and have a clear and cpnise 
has to be taken into consideration, our policy. Nimbin is a growing community. 
guides must be highly skilled in 'both Negative newspaper articles and te].e- 
interpretation, search and rescue. A vision coverage, regardless of the 
$5 million Public Liability is the mm- coffee table talk, does have an ad- 
imum requirement before any company verse affect on business in the town. 

• operates and one must be licensed by & The fact is that Nimbin isn't and 
the Director of the N.P.W.S.. shouldn't be a town whose econonw is 

Our resource information comes from dependant on Government Welfare. Those 

N.P.W.So and the Environment Centre.'7 who have made an attempt to reverse 

Our equipment is outfitted and de- the situation and enter the business 
signed specifically for us by Paddy community, whether se 	ing caid]Lés, 
Pallin, the limit to go out per guide painting, banana smoothies or rain- 
is 10 kilo, and we assess their gear forest and coastal expeditions, have 
and fitness before wego out. We will the belief that we have something to' 
be operating in the Border Nightcap & be proud of in Nimbin. We are still 



AUSSIE BATTLERS NOT 
WANTED IN CORAKI 

A TALE OF COUNCILS AND WOE 
by Gaye Cronin 

For John and Rhonda Whitehouse, and their 
four children, the dream of building their own 
home has become a nightmare of unbelievable 
proportions. 

From the day they purchased their Coraki prop-
erty, in May 1986, there has been a series of prob-
lems, raised by the Richmond River Shire Council. 
Rhonda has kept a record of all communications with 
the council, verbal and written, and there is now a file 
several inches thick. 

The main problem appears to be that they want to 
build an 'expanded house'. a central block consisting 
of kitchen, bathroom and laundry facilities, with 
bedrooms separate. This concept is not uncommon, 
and is acceptable to most council building depart-
ments. In fact, according to Rhonda's records, the 
Whitehouses were told by Mr Frost, Richmond 
River's Health and Building Inspector, that it would 
meet council requirements, as long as the bedrooms 
were no more than 25 metres from the central build- 

tog. 
Rhonda's records show: September '86 - The 

Whitehouses were informed they could have cnly 
one caravan and one tent. Later that month they were 
told their married daughter was not immediate fam-
ily, she had to move off the property. 

October '86 - John and Rhonda spoke to Building 
Inspector, Mr Tyrrell concerning their house plans 
and were told they were a multiple occupancy, there-
fore no house plans would ever be passed by that 
council. 

February '87 - A friend offered to come and help 
build. The Whitehouses went back to council in 
MarchandspoketoMr.Tyrrcll. Hetold themtodraw 
up a ground plan and take it to his office. On the same 
day Mr Frost went to the property and recorded 
number plates of cars. A few days later John and 
Rhonda took the plans in. According to to Rhonda, 
Mr Tyrrcll refused to look at them! 

April '87 - A letter from council threatens the 
Whitehouses with legal action for not complying 

with the terms of the movable dwelling license, 
which had been retained by Mr Tyrrcll in August '86 
and, at this point, still not returned. One of the 
conditions not met was failure to submit a building 
application, apparently unsuccessful attempts to do 
so don't count. Another was that they had put up a 
rough shelter to protect their belongings during the 
March flood, when the waterlogged tent was no 
longer waterproof. Surely an understandable emer-
gency measure? 

There was also the accusation of a large number 
f 	 ia,;,,., nn vhs, nrr,nnrt, nnA din icc,  

of a multiple occupancy. The grounds? There were 
five cars there. These were the Whitehouses' own 
car, one belonging to the friends who were trying to 
get permission to stay and help, one was John and 
Rhonda's sons' car and the other two weren't even 
registered, they were for spare parts. 

Rhonda wrote an indignant letter back concern-
ing these unsubstantiated claims and invasion of 
privacy. She also pointed out the difficulty of com-
plying with the license, of which she did not even 
have a copy. 

May '87 - John and Rhonda went to Sydney and 
received written confirmation from the Department 
of Local Government that An expanded house is a 
single dwelling house, ie class 1, and should not be 
construed as a multiple occupancy'. 

They sent a copy of this letter to council and 
resubmitted their plans. The second flood hit. 

Less than a week later Mr Tyrrell and Mr Frost 
went to the property and took photographs. 

Council then received further advice from the 
Department of Environment and Planning regarding 
the Whitehouse property. The letter states; 'It does 
appear that the proposed structures could together be 
considered as one dwelling in that the central unit 
comprises the kitchen, bathroom and laundry facili-
ties, and the adjoining units appear to be intended 
primarily for sleeping purposes. The distance be-
tween these structures also makes it feasible for them 
to function as a dwelling.' 

Did this satisfy the council? No way! 
In the next few weeks letters arrived, explana-

tions were given and plans submitted with monoto-
nous regularity. 

September '87 - The exhausted and disillusioned 
Whitehouses put the matter in the hands of an agent. 

The next shock was a letter from the Taxation 
Department, inquiring about income from the flats 
they were constructing. Apparently the expanded 
house was to be classed as everything and anything 
but a dwelling. 

Since then their development application has 
been refused. So has renewal of their movable 
dwelling license. The Whitehouses have four ap-
peals coming up. 

We were informed that Richmond River Shire 
has a policy that only the Shire Clerk can talk to the 
media. He claims to either know nothing about it. 
with the occasional 'No comment' thrown in. 

For a country which is justifiably proud of its 
pioneers, there doesn't seem to be much hope or 
support for a family of Aussie battlers trying to do for 

,n,-,. 
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THE 
STORY OF 

LEON (TE)Q 
KINCAID 

by Sandy Botfield 

Tex's story is a long one but by no means 
uninteresting. As a young man he travelled the 
outback from one shearing shed to another, some-
times spending the night in a hollowed out log, eating 
over campfires, and generally roughing it. 

Tex was a truck driver for ten years, a carpet 
manufacturer for three years, and a member of the 
professional Board of fire fighters in Sydney for ten 
years. He is still a rnemberof theN.S.W. FireBrigade 
Union. 

Tex is now in his early sixties and lives in Casino 
with his wife. He has started another career, music. 
Tex is the sole composer, owner and manufacturer of 
Blue Wren Recording. 

Tex has produced many records. His first was 
Stan Woods's song "The Old Cottage Home" from 
Stan's album "The Long Road To The River". This 
song was nominated for the "Best Composition 
Award" at the 81/82 Tamworth Country Music 
Festival, but was beated by a small margin. 

After this encouraging effort Tex created Blue 
Wren Recordings. He used artists not under contract 
to sing and record his songs. Tex has won several 
awards including three golden awards, two of them at 
Nashville Tennessee and one at Grenfell Henry 
Lawson Festival. 

The Nashville songs were 'Do We Care", and in 
the Gospel Section "Back To The Bible", which was 
recorded with Jerri Kelly, Dolly Parton's back-up 
singer. 

At the 1984 Henry Lawson Festival Tex received 
a statuette and a cheque for S200 for "The Old 

Swagnwiz". 
Tex also won The Telecom Advance Australia 

Award of Merit. 
Tex has released an Album called "Leon (Fex) 

Kincaide". "The Christmas Tree Woiize" is one of 
the songs on this album. 

Appearing on the album as special guest Artists 
are: Craig Thomas, Lindsay Butler, Norman Bodkin, 
Alan Walsh, Chris Jones and Geoff Clapson. 
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~HcTqve'ei (1i JNakeru 
AN ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS 

PARADISE 
99 Centre St., Casino 

* ANTIQUES *USED  FURNITURE 
* AUSTRALIANA COLLECTABLES 

Proprietors: RAY, RUTH & 
MICHAEL McKEE 

Phone: (066) 621005 
After Hours 622407 

P.O. Box 584 
Casino, 2470 

WE BUY AND SELL 

CASINO CLINIC OF NATURAL 
THERAPIES 

JONATHON M. PALMEN, BPs. Uc. Ont. - Dip. C.H. - D. R.H 

34 BARKER STREET, CASINO 
Tel. (066) 622513 

Specialising in: 
• Psychotherapy 
• Clinical Hypnotherapy 
• Remedial Therapeutic 
• Chinese Massage , 

Couptry 

Ai)tique 
Has Moved to 

80 A Centre St., 
South Casino 

The Collectors Choice for 
Australiana and Bric- a Brac" 

Bruce Smith 
Phone: 62 4547 

Specializing in 
Colonial Cedar & Pine Furniture. 

Old Linen, Lace, China 
& Collectables. 



House passed 
by council 
I AM on I raged over 

your attack on ray hoitie, 
the Gleiibiri coriirnunity 
(NS II /6/88). 

My Family has lived on 
(leiibiTi for three years 
after moving From 
l.isrnorc w here we paid 
rent which devoured our 

inconle. 
To own our home, we 

bought into a multiple 
ocCu pa ucy, an a rra Tige- 

merit that has other 
positive points. 

My parents moved a 
house from Lismore and 
reassembled it on 
Glenbin. It was passed by 
the council. 

Ii ow dare you i ru ply 
that ray home is a slum, 
or for that matter, the 
homes of my school 
Friends and their parents. 

We are honest 
Australians, not your 
so-called 'hippies'. 

Our homes were passed 
by (lie council under an 
amnesty. something 

Now you 
can prove it!   

ENTER THE USMORE 
FRUIT 'N' NUT FESTIVAL 
COOKING COMPETITION 

GENERAL CATEGORIES: Entrees and 
AppeliserS. Main Courses, Desserts, Cakes, 
Biscuits, Preserves. 
OPEN TO ALL AMATEUR COOKS, INCLUDING 
SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TECH. OR COLLEGE 
STUDENTS (EVEN IF UNDERTAKING A FOOD OR 

CATERING COURSE). 

RESTAURANT CATEGORY: A special award will 
be made to a local restaurant for the best 
'MENU' presented. 

Official 'entry forms' and details available from 
The Lismore Promotions Corporation, phone 

21 8800, 113 Dawson Street, Lismore. 

Lismore's 

OUUttrOIl uy  

ignored. 
The first move in trying to have something done 

about this appalling state of affairs was the 
formation of a progress association in Goonellabah 

on June 30. 
Many people at the public meeting that formed 

the association expressed the growing resentment 
at the way their suburb was bypassed for 

amenities. 
lomorrow night a second public meeting will 

hear the report of a steering committee appointed 

Certainly one of subjects that should be gtv 
attention is the continued use of Goonellabal 
best residential land as a council industrial esta 

There are other areas of Lisrnorc whe 
industrial estates are unobtrusive and acceptab 
But to use the city's highest and most attract 
building sites for what could become an unsigh 
industrial blot on a beautiful landscape is not o' 
unnecessary but a flagrant waste of valuable Ia. 

The buildings there at the moment have 

necessary 	for 	local g 

government to keep it 

abreast of social realities. 
Contemporary Aus- b 

tralia sees one in five a 
children living in poverty. V 

I am one of these a ad 
you 	advocate 	the t, 
demolition of my home'? 	a 

Where is your sense of 
social justice? 	 ( 

Your lditoriaI 
contained points that 
leave me disgusted. 

You 	are 	in 	a 
responsible position and 
your words shape your 
readers' minds, yet you 
print inaccuracies in your 
Editorial. 

\Ve did not go to court 
over the approval of 
d wel Ii ngs as air r homes 
were approved in 1987. 

\Ve appealed against 
the council's insistence 
that each family pay 
$3500 road levy. 

Our road is dirt. Why 
pay such an unjust fee. 

Why attack Aid Mac 
Nicolson as 'the guardian 
of the corn liii Ties? 

lie has thrown away 
d iscrirninating attitudes 
and works for a juSt 
equitable society, fighting 
to prot 'little people' 
against powerful discrim-
inating poWerrflOrigerS. 

He is sensible calling 
the council's appeal a 
waste of ratepayers' 

money. 
Main roads should be 

higher priority than 
bulldozing homes of the 
poor. 

You a ad some of the 
prejudiced bureaucrats 
who exercise so much 
power i a our local a rca 
should listen to an 
outraged schoolgirl. aged 
15. 

he conitrm 
known all r 

WALTIiR 

Cone' 
band 

I AM 
resident 0 

ash a mcdl 
admit that 
until July 
has a COfl( 

It was 
of the adi 
merubers 
Lismore 
with a v 
Plurrras 
Thu ndert 
13 and 
Cali forni 

I had 
listening 

lIlIllIllIllIll 
THE on 

lawn 
them 
of 5 1)01  

There's 
He lets 

then C 
sidest 
adjoir 
rinks, 
occup 

The onl' 
is witl 
or to 
g r ccii 
more 

Booyong had ' Ot ,  

biggest cedar Tl 

MR Duckering, a 	
progr 

I.isruuorc City Council 
health surveyor, was 
reported (NS 4/6/8) to 
have told the aldermen 
that Cedar Park would be 
a good name for the park 
that we now know as 
Victoria Park because the 
Ia rgesl cedar tree felled 
on the Far North Coast 
was Idled at (Ioolmangar. 

This is not correct. This 
ditiriCtiOfl goes to it tree 
felled at i3ooyong by a 
man named Larry Foley. 

This tree, because it 
ssas buttressed, had to be  
felled from a spri ngboarL 
several riuctres from the 

I'ERRI COE,ENIAN, 
Ninihin. 

Need for 
skatebowl 

ijit: following is a 
letter I sent to tIre ltallina 
Share CouTucil: 

!'or soutne Hate, I have 
I' e ' ur Concert! e l at I ir ' 
cfn,r 'er of skateboards 
IH'lFif' 	ILS('d 	itT 	fH''tli 

1)00 .spuri 
gility. 
But the time ira.s come 

ecause of the popularit,' 

/ same, that sonic proper 
Cane be provided. 
It is on/v a nratter of 

inn' before there is an 
ci'jdr'itt. 
Ihere is very little 

r/feriirg in the way of 
'('(real ion for young 
wople. and the provision 

a .ckatebowl would he 
)f great beirefit to tire 
'oung people and remove 
he danger to them b 
'arc, etcetera, and tire 
IaPTgCr by them to people 
who are not so young and 
agile and cannot sidestep 
quickly. 

Air e.vcellent and safe 
area, would he in the 
en r'iro,r.c of t ire Mis-
.cin'iranr Bridge wirere 
there is ample and 
suitable roonr off tire 
roads. I it'OUId he arost 
grateful. as / am sure 
matty otirer people would 
l,e, if t iris 'oir veir Ic flee 
con Id be provided, 
it on'er'er it u tub/c it on girt 
be. 

,S'onrebodj' titight ('neit 
be interested in a 
conn,ulercial venture a/aug 
tire.'.e lines. 

The needs 0,1 ,t'ouurg 
u'ople are 1101 really 
catered for in Bahlina. 

SI IEILA DeBOOS, 
East Ballina. 

g yr a 
out-o 

IF his h 
ditch 
need 
her n I 

l'he Le 
starb 
nuista 
be en 
long 
hel pi 

• 	bosl 
i'hc II 

grab 
part 
to 
towa 

lie tm 



LLsmore City Council just can't seem to slav 

out of trouble with its ratepayers. Rural ratepayerS 
have been airing their complaints about the rating 

system for some time, but now another sector of the 
community is embroiled in a battle with Council. 

Glenbin. a small community at Stoncy Chute, 
near Nimbin. has been dragged into a fight against 

what its members believe to be unfair development 
conditions imposed only on Multiple Occupancy 

properties. 
One of the conditions is that the commuruty pay 

a road levy at a rate of S3,500 for each dwelling on the 
properlY. No ordinary farm is ever asked for such a 
ridiculous fcc and theonly other developments which 

incur this kind of charge are those where the council 

is expected to build the roads within the development. 
M.O. communities usually build their own internal 

roads. 
Other M.O. developments have been issued a 

similar ultimatum - pay up at a rate of $3,500 per 
dwelling or no building approvals. This charge does  

Edison Ray Gullikson 
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not rep1 ace the rates as payed by other rural properties 

but is levied in addition to them. 
This means that if we were to consider two 

properties. one a farm with two or three teenage 
children living at home, the other a small M.O. of 
three families with very young children then we 
would see an additional SI 0,5(X) being charged to the 
MO. This has nothing to do with road use - this 
hypothetical situation could in fact see the farm being 

the heavier user of a road surface when the family's 
vehicles, trucks and other machinery are considered. 

Alderman Mac Nicolson has risen once more as 
the champion of the N4.0  in Council. I spoke to him 
on this very stibject about three months ago and he 
heatedly defended the CoucH's position on road 
levies. The story is different now that it has become 

a public issue. 
Rather than leave themselves in the hands of 

politicians in this battle, the Multiple Occupancy 
communities should be combining their resources, 
especially in the area of legal funding,_to help 
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keeping us ha 
(Jienbin with this battle. 

Multiple Occupancy developments area viable 

alternative for land management and rural living, not 
just for "new settlers" but also expanding country 
families. They are a relatively new social 

development, let's not have any obstructb'c 
precedents established before we have examined the 

possibilities fully. 
Any precedents established by this case will 

effect Multiple Occupancy for marty years to conic. 

It is a style of development which has been in this 
area, officially, for over 15 years and the Mayor of 
Lismorc, Alderman Harold Fredericks, tells us that 

i,vilS of Expo 
The May edition of The Northeoaster devoted 

nearly two pages to glorifying that grotesque monu-
ment to high-tech consumerism, Expo 'SS. 

Any of your readers who might be thinking of 

going to Brisbane to see Expo mighi first like to 
consider the following quotes from articles in the 
Neighbourhood News, a community newspaper 
from the West End area of Brisbane where Expo is 

situated. 
"Expo's 'Lcisure in the Age of Technology' 

presents us with a reality in which leisure is a com- 
pensation for the drudge of work. It presents us with 
a technology that is inaccessible and alienating to 
those without the capital and expertise to use it, to 
develop it. Perhaps with a technology geared to 
people's needs, rather than profits and power, we 
would have one of the material preconditions at this 
point in time, to make work meaningful and creative. 
The lines between work and leisure would be blurred, 
as they disintegrate into meaningful life processes. 

"History'and 'reality' will never be a living 
process in a society dependent on inertia. However, 
we can make assaults on the onedimensioflalitY of 
our lives. We can attempt to take part in history. This 
can take place through celebration, art, civil disobe- 

Ages? 
the Council is still in a 'trial and error situation. 
Council seems to be waiting for the State 

Government to dictate some guidelines for handling 
M.O:s. There is such a thing as initiative and the lack 

of it is one of the reasons why councils are losing 
power to state and federal bodies. 

To make matters worse in the Northern Star 

editorial of Saturday, June Ii, the author agonised 
over this issue amid phrases referring to 'anarchy', 
'society falling into chaos' and 'slums'. If this attitude 
to change and the challenge of existing regulations 
prevailed .hrougout our society, Australia would 

still be a penal I 

merit (and the projectcd change of the Federal one 

next year) will not unduly affcctthe on-going neglect 
of the rural sections of the State as politicians for all 
their protestations to the contrary, are not even 
slightly interested in true "democracy" or "just and 
fair" distribution of resources, or the "morality" of 

m isappropriating rural funds for city benefits. Why? 
Because they are committed to "toe-log the party 
line" as laid down by the Party Machine and in 
collecting Votes (for them votes aren't everything 

they are the ONLY thing). 

Jon M.AxtenS, 

Lismore. 

T;INorthco aster 
Th..' sJnrthcoaster is brouttht to you by the blood, sweat and tears of the following: 

The views expressed in the Norhcoaster are those of the 

contributors and not necessarily those of the directors, staff or 
A 11 	 ;• 4c rncO7ifl( IS coovriht by the 

.houidwe thank our Masters for 

Trouble with Mum? 
Did you know that the mother of the Minister re-

sponsible for a.xing the New Opportunities for 
Women (NO\V) courses at TAFE colleges was in-

volved in the introduction of the courses throughout 

N.S.W. 
Apparently, she has also recently completed a 

study of the success of the program, which revealed 
the fact that a high percentage of the woolen who 
completed their studies, went on to satisfying ens-
ploymentor further study. Suspicions are that the ill 
informed Minister is at present having his wristt 
c1mncd by his well_informed mother. 



AFFORDABLE1OME LOANS
ism  

The 	number 	of 
Affordable I lome Loans 
made aaiIahJe in Lismore 
this financial year is 
expected to double, 
following the addition of 
least $200 million to the 
1988/9 program. 

The Member for 
Lismore, Mr Rixon, said 
that the injection of funds 
from the NSW Govern-
ment would double the 
1987/8 allocation. 

lie 	said 	that 	th 
Government expected th 
concessional interest rat 
of 13.5 percent to b 
maintained to help abou 
4000 families to buy thci: 
own homes during th 
year. 

"The special 12.9 per 
cent interest rate offcre( 
to public tenants to bu 
rather than rent will b 

TO DOUBLE I 
- 
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Scheme is 
open to 

communes 
Many residents on 

multiple occupancies are 
now eligible for the First 
Home Owners' Assistance 
Scheme. 

The Community Serv-
ices Committee of 
1.ismore City Council 
made representations to 
the State and Federal 
govcrnmcr?ts on behalf of 
residents living on 
multiple occupancies. 

The committee has 
been advised that many of 
those residents are eligible 
for assistance. 

The committee's chair-
man, Al M Nicolson, 
said that low-income 
earners would be pleased 
to hear of the extension to 
the scheme as it would 
make a great deal of 
difference to the type of 
construction they would 
be able to afford. 

He said that under the 
legislation covering the 
First Home Owners' 
Scheme, applicants must 
have an approved interest 
in the land on which their 
home is built, or is to be 
built, and also have an 
exclusive right - of 
occupancy to their H ohcd . ! 

maintained," he said. 
"These loans are 

designed for low income 
earners and are available 
for families earning up to 
$26,000 a year, or 
$15,000 for single people. 

"There is normally at 
least a two-year waiting 
list for these loans but the 
increase in allocation is 
expected to provide 
enough loans immediately 

to greatly reduce waiting 
times." 

Mr Rixon said that 
about 40 loans were made 
available in Lismore last 
year, so more than 80 
were expected to be made 
this year. 

"The funds in Lismore 
are administered by the 
Northern Rivers Co-
operative Housing 
Snc'tv " 

"The 	Society 	will 
contact those people who 
have already applied, 
offering them loans after 
July 31, when the funds 
are expected to start being 
processed. 

"As the loans are 
designed for people 
eligible for public housing, 
the savings for the 
Government and taxpayer 
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The Land and 
by disallowing the  
regional manager 
recenly. 

But the court's decision 
has raised a number of 
questions for the Lismore 
City Council. which has 
an expanded house policy, 
allowing such dev-
elopment under certain 
circumstances. 

The decision recently 
handed down by the Land 
and Environment Court 
related to the proposed 
construction of an 
expanded house on 
Ellangowan Road, outside 
Coraki. 

Applicant 	John 
Vhiteliouse lodged an 

appeal to the court 'after 
his development applic-
ation was refused by the 
Richmond River Shire 
Council. 

The Richmond River 
Shire chief health and 
building surveyor, Mr 
Kelvin Frost, said the 
applicant had proposed to 
construct five 'buildings' 
joined by covered 
Wa 1k ways. 

Mr Frost said the 
walkways were to be 
about 16 to 20 metres 
long. 

Mr Hume said the 
court's decision was fine, 
because the Richmond 
River Shire Council's 
planning controls did not 
allow the concept. 

He said the department 
encouraged local 
governments to accept the 
expanded house concept 
for multiple occupancy 
and also to adopt the  

concept 	in 	other 
appropriate 	circ -  
U rust a flees. 

"We don't insist they 
adopt them - it's a case 
for each local 
government," he said. 

Mr Frost said the 
court's judgement was a 
fairly signilicant decision. 

He said senior assessor 
Mr P Jensen accepted his 
arguments that the five 
buildings joined by 
covered walkways was a 
residential flat building, 
and the configuration of 
the units was capable of 
having a kitchen included 
by the introduction of a 
sink and portable stove. 

"Senior assessor Jensen 
stated that the diagram of 
the five parts of the 
building made it clear 
that the parts were too far 
dispersed to be considered 
as a dwelling house," Mr 
Frost said. 

"He said it was quite 
clear from the 
configuration of the 
elements of the building 
that they did have the 
capacity to be converted 
into discrete, self- 
contained units of 
a ccom moda t ion. ,,  

Senior assessor Jensen 
said it was a 
disaggregation of dwelling 
units, connected together 
by breezeways to a central 
facilities unit. 

"On 	this 	basis 
undoubtedly what would 
result is a residential flat 

building," he said. 
"What is proposed by 

the applicant cannot be 
permissible and thus the 
respondent's position must 
be supported. 

"I recommend that the 
judgement on the 
expanded house be drawn 
to the attention of the 
local government and 
shires associations so that 
member councils are 
aware of this decision." 

Mr Frost said the 
decision would create an 
area of conflict for the 
Lismore City.. Council. 

The Lismore City 
Council Chief Planner, 
Mr Peter Rcynders, said 
the council had an 
expanded house policy. It 
was formed about a year 
ago and allowed the 
development of more than 
one 'building' within a 
60 metre diameter. 

Mr Reynders said a few 
expanded homes had been 
approved and some 
rejected by the council. 

lie said that following 
the Vhitehouse appeal, he 
had identified a number 
of questions but so far 
had no answers. 

"This was the first 
court case to look at the 
question of expanded 
houses. 

"Basically, this court 
decision does not change 
the law. Each case is 
considered on its 
particular circumstances." 

I Environment Court had not necessarily set a precedent 
development of an expanded house near Coraki, the 

of the Department of Planning, Mr David flume, said 

[ho luin, 	rv,vl meter. Wilt, 11w l;: ri/nation Of hazardr, 
even no oki wooden housp can ho rondo safe 

EASY PREDICTION OF BUSHFIRE 
SAFETY 
A simplo cJevce for predicting ho probability of ouse 
survival during bustdires has been released by tie CSIRO. 

A cardboard 'motor with rotating dials, it predicts house 
survival chances based on six factors. These include slope of 
the house site, amount of dry fuel on surrounding land, house 
construction materials, and whether the house is attended or 
not during the lire. 

The meter can be used to tind out how survival chances can 
be improved and also to see which factors are the roost 
important Fire intensity, which in turn depends on slope and 
the amount of dead leaves and grass on tie ground, has the 
greatest impact on survival chances. Building materials are 
less important. 

Bushtire resistant houses are worthwhile, but reducing the 
amount of fuel around is the real key to bushtire safety 
because it reduces busht ire intensity. 

Another strong point highlighted by the meter is hat residents 
have a strong chance of saving their houses if loy slay ri 

them white the tire hoot passes 

The meter is based on the results of research by Melbourne 
University into 450 houses attected by the Ash Wednesday 
tire at Mount Macedon, Victoria, arid design work at CSIRO's 
National Bushfire Research Unit in Canberra. 

II will he particularly useful in planning new housing 
subdivisions, and for owners of established houses in tire risk 
areas, it will provide a valuable guide on how to upgrade 
safety measures. 

The meters, priced at $2.00 each, can be bought from: The 
'Fationat Bushtire Research Unit, Box 4008, Canberra 2600. 
Further information from Mr Jim Gould (062) 81 8379. 



Paid Voluntary On Deposit 
Name Shares Loan on Shares Work 

Atkinson, Kevin Michael 1 0 0 0 
Atkinson, Peter 1 0 0 60 
Atkinson, 	Sonia 1 $3048. 0 0 
Austin, Jesse Megan 1 0 0 0 
Bisset, 	Ian & M Mullins 4 0 0 0 

Bonanno, 	Aifredo 0 0 $ 	10 104 
Burnett, 	Craig 0 0 0 18 	? 
Braccgirdle, Karlin 2 0 0 0 
Bradley, 	Jerry 0 0 0 ? 
Christmas, 	Dave 8 0 $376 216.25 

Collins, Geoffrey Alan 14 0 0 dis. 
Chriton, 	Peter 0 0 0 
Crawford, Max 0 0 0 0 
Cripps-Clark, 	Simon 11 $5035. 0 0 
Darvill, Trevor 3 0 0 253 

Dixon, 	Ian 1 0 0 0 
Fischer, Angelika 1 0 0 0 
Hamilton, 	Peter 1 0 0 0 
Harper, Serena & Len 1 0 0 0 
Harris, 	Belinda Fay 2 0 0 0 

van Hest, 	Jack 1 0 $272 206.25 
Ilutchison, 	John 1 0 0 147.25 
Jeffreys, 	Peter 0 0 0 
Jennings, Mark 0 0 0 16.5 
von Kontz, 	Sandor 	(Trustee) 	6 T$22,703. 0 0 

Lagemari, 	Arie 0 0 0 40 
Lambert, David George 5 $3288. $146 78 
Lenehan, 	Brad 0 0 443 0 
MacKenzie, 	Barbara 2 0 0 0 
McGovern, Terry 2 $1005. $110 0 

MeLauchian, Jennifer 4 0 0 0 
McLaughlin, Karl 11 $1002. $150 162 
Moore, 	Sally 2 0 0 0 
Munday, 	Stephen 1 0 0 0 
Nadich, Paola 2 0 0 0 

Ohisen Sven-Eric 1 0 0 0 
Paitson, Martha 0 0 0 66.75 
Pierce, 	Nigel 1 0 0 0 
P1mm, 	George 2 0 0 0 
Ponza, Maurice 0 0 $210 37 

Stavrou, 	Kathy (Dylet P/L) 1 0 0 0 
Stavrou, 	Robert 1 0 0 0 
Stenbow, Peter 1 0 0 0 
Tedder, J & M 1 0 0 0 
Thomas, Alan & Camille 0 0 0 

Tim somebody 1 0 0 0 
Thomas, Terance 1 0 0 0 
Walker, 	David Henry 1 0 0 0 
Weaver, Murray Francis 1 $3173. 0 0 
van der Wyk, 	Peter 8 0 $ 95 234 

108 $39,256 $1812 1652 	Hours 

HOLD: 
Moxon, 	Geoff 0 0 0 13 



By GARY tiUCf!ANAN 

The Kyogte Shire Council has 
joined (lie (;lenhin debate, siri,ngly 
su pp o rli ng the I .ismore City 
Council in its decision to appeal 
against Justice (ripps' rulings in 

the Clue. 

, file (<tingle shire clerk. Mr P 
I hen, in a tetter in the I.jsniore 
council, Sa il h i s con ic II was 
especiallt alarnied at the Court's 
decision to reduce the road 
contributions froni $35011 to $3511. 

Ibis decision out he used by 
other multipte-occupancies in 
Lisniiire City and elsewhere as a 
precedent For further appeai-, 
is (tic ii could le,ud to the demise of 
t he road contribution polices that 
are coninion to most local 
goiernnient areas on the North 
Coast," he said. 

rSIr . 1 lieu said it appeared that 
I.ismore did lint have legal 
representation at the land and 
Las ironnient Court hearing. 

''It ucnutd be a pity if this 

g
recedent were allowed no stand fair 	share 	of 	road 	innprosement 
ecause 	of 	a 	lack 	of 	legal costs," he said. 

representation to adequately 	pat "the decision of Justice (ripps 
the case for road ieiiec," lie said. undermines 	the 	is bile 	road 

Mr 	1 tiese 	said 	that 	multiple- coniribuiion 'tusteni, and thrnuss the 
nec upa ne es 	coot r i ha ted burden 	of 	road 	improlcnnents 	on 
signiflcnnniy 	to 	traflic 	grnusth 	in esicting ratclniuers." 
carat areas, us here lutist roaitc ssere Commenting of Mr (lie" 's leticr 
hard- presseil 	coping 	with 	Ira ffic at 	this 	is eeh's 	Lisnio re 	cituricil 
lotuntes. lnectillg, 	Md 	Ni 	Nicolsr,a 	said 

The 	inupositioht 	of 	road Ku ogle 	should 	he 	tot,t 	that 	the 
iniprol enient contrihu lions is the apperu I 	hail 	not long 	to 	do 	oil Ii 
only 	practical 	means 	of ensnriog Justice 	(ripps' 	ruling 	on 	road 
that 	mnttiple.occupanciec 	pay 	a lcsies. 

tti 	 ikt /it 1 ll.iAI N 

save ii i,tic 111,11 	ti.cr,nr e I ily 
I 'inotni i' ,(sri jilt oh 	itt ''nt 
And 	iininpn .in.rciiiog' 	nieresiletn. 
jOusts 	Snort se'teini,is inn f ile 
btrinr tnt liunrirni I', 	Sin 	It tln,ier. 

I lent i. I cclt.itirtrog hr 	loins 
nn;uinn 1') Sit lii Nnc , ricrnooi iii 
rugby not liruisi ni - talc I lire nicnsinoi 
ri inrecccnt will, :111 .ippesit .lg.olisi a 

t..tuni sod t oviron nnrcrn I Unnail 
ruling in I Ire (ilcoinro onuiliplo. 

i\ti) 	N cci cnn 	lent irineni 	lire 
ii .1 	i.nccs.ncrfljicueivico 

in Irith n,OiI Si 	rt.lsni 	niL nIt 
inn,nrrc) ,nnn icg,ni Ivcc inn 	tithe Sic 
iii licirin In (  iieniinrnirvsrrinriis 

I Ic sun  it  Scar sineer lis1nnncrriy' 
Inc the Cinniricil in .qnrr.;n( 	iii 	lie 
gronnnnntu being rYe miii nin;ni nine 
tattler had 'tin gcncr;nicni or in 
vnnnrrinvC and uint;tnr hunt). inrrsinring'. 

Accoitlnnng to All I ivnlcrntics. it 
was Aid Nicinlurin alto tent being 
iciocrnnnntnve iii SiC 'Silt 

I 	utoini 	cccii 	lecztrit 	n\lnt 

r'trcrninrnnr 	i,,rinnnl,nn I. 	'nt, , . 
ivt.irritr,g 	I nit iIn.,r inn, 	ri 
irnirity. intnciinng. 	hi cmi 

Aid I icdtni thu itint I he atnineat 
wit hnnrigcd na tire ln.icic of 
incinnintinaiy tel_ill arivite tirnni line 
connocils 	nrrinctinirs 	thai 	lie 
niesidoig judge in line i ilcniinrrr cue 

Inntny have en leni in Iris irricinenli 

(inn issue t,cue ii iln:n lrrnt 
,ntiviccns Cnrr,..unicr Urnc nirs tin 
inCrnrlCCl italenuncol mute by ihe 
iunlgc nt J1.11t of nit judgunrntt," hr 
Said 

mu 	cn.nio,nncn, i. 	it 	Intl 
tutu In;niieugnui, virrr lii in,iuv iiintr if. 
tc:iiirnnt 5 	mm1 	In mire 	mint viii curls 

cnrrg ioniiiiirlc.rrn.ct5i.nnrcics out 
tnnnly iou (hi'. cnmriocnl liar nnn.iny 
nilie run liven linis innuinu or 
mlnvciinpnneiti n' rnccurri nr.• 

	

tire ippn.uI 	mre innimrni Ininirtul un 

ertnnnodc 	liar mire (?hinl iosinn.c nI 
the t.anni onni Fnrvrunmirrtrcnrn (_rrrmii, 

bin Juivinec Ut rings. cinincrrcni in his 
iurlronemmr 	no 	conuitnniue 	minim IC 
cnrrinnlnir:trnrg 	mirscliunnpc 
intnilntimne ,ul'prmru.at 

.51,1 	I 	tIn rn. 	iiirl 	nIl 	ilin 
I s.d Ii 're ri ii us 	isn't nc .rc 

tin ncr lire Inrc i I,,  wn 
leg,nI conmiinci (mr minim, cmii ice, 

"Ii 1 n.rssri'ic cit unn1i,i fbi nicnr 
Vskc line nmr.,rIen inn itnc Umnriri of 
Ainiirsni : 	'ccvii 

nIt 'cmi unit lIne ad'ice  
nun rcccrc C i non inflict einuncci. 

ot.iv (cell .ini ice lire Cnruincnl 
nscornt 	nrrcnneriing 	with 	Ilie 

- 

miii I remienrc hi curd that for 
on;rny soars list coo mini i tonI bcrnn 
pismccnl 	nil it 	inllncniht 	'Intl sturnl 
elrinr' 	ciiti,tirmcnn 	55 inert 	niinulnipic. 

tic 	s;trii 	nbc 	minter 	t tin, 
(ir,ienmnrnrc ii 	li;nni 	;nnp nimeenl 	ii,o 
dcccl rrinnrrc mit tnt ,nnut I f plc. 
ctusnui'anicrc,. nit sciecluth areas cr1 mire 
Siaiitmm iinr,rr I uinbmrtni I.minmig a gnus) 
Inn irniiti Ii'c.ui Cninrnnc mis ii(iilvnoe,ti 
I Ire dccrmm,rin 

Aimt lrrrleurckc said it wan, In 
gre,t nil> inn Innnmmici (irkenlinleni 
toni nrrnt set rrp a humid (root neltmvin 

inn m'rirnricnmi cirnnld itctrti 
• Liliunriiiil -- l'tmgm' 4 
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Full marks for council's appeal 
SUIt ILE changes to our language are occurring 

cons ta ii tiv. 
The word bashing has come to have it meaning 

far removed from its original connotadon of 

physical assault. 
It is now it label hit up on anyone who expresses 

air opinion or takes aCtion to which someone 
objects. 

For Instance, if strikes are criticised, it is 
union'basitg. 

II your Viewpoint happens to be that honio-
sexuality is wrong and you say so, you are accused 
of hoinosexua I-bashing. 

1 hat is why Lisniore City Council aldermen 
should not be too worried about being accused by 
one of their number of 'hippy-bashing'. 

AId Mac Nicolson, whose main role on the 
council has long been guardian of the communes, 
ii sed t ic tctru to describe the council's decision to  

appeal against it Land Environment Court ruling 

on it Stoney Chute multiple occupancy. 

T lie cmi ri ruled in favour of the multiple occu p. 
anex residents who had opposed some development 

conditions imposed on them by the council. 

1 lie council has appealed against the ruling on 
the grounds that the judge erred by appearing to 
condone the construction of dwellings without 
building permits. 

That certainly is strong enough grounds for an 
appeal, and the council has acted u isely in taking 
the action. 

If council building regulations are ignored; if 
people arc allowed to build any sort of structure 
they want to, society would fall into cItaos. 

It ssould be it surcfire recipe for slums. 
The Lisinore City Council over t lie years has 

been more than tolerant of breaches of its building  

regulations, most of which have occurred in the 
Colt) iOU lies. 

The con neil. after all other avenues have been 
exhatisted, often has reached such a level of 

Irustration that it has had to net. 
If it did not, its building rules 	and all its 

other bylaws . would be useless. 
In extreme cases it has taken the extreme 

measure of issuing demolition orders. 
These have never been carried out. And this 

newspaper has been critical of that. 
We have pointed out in the past that if people 

ignore the rules, they inlust pay the penalty. 
Rather than 'hippy-bashing', the Lismorc City 

Council could be accused of being too patient atid 
inactive. 

Claims that the court appeal is waste of 
ratep;iycrs' funds do riot stand up in view of the 
ni port a nec of the principle involved. 
A society wit iou t rules would be a na reliy. 

!1-IL. :ii !11I 
I he l.isinore City Councit was guilty of hypocrisy 

and 'liippt -hashing' in procecihiog with all appeal 
ugainst a Land a ad Eni ironnient Court ruling on a 
Stoney Chute otuit iple occapancy , Aid blue Niciutsan 
said yesterdas. 

Alnlerinicn this steck 
reiccied unccru bet amply 
flici kiln rurivecl by Ad 
Nicoison and nccondcd by 
Aid P Consilvo iciticli 
souglii to rcscinil lIre 

Ily J?ORt .ifl:l.iC.tl.u' and G..tR} lui..Cfl,IA'.t,V 

EIJ 
~ ~f P In 

	

dccrcioru 	lo 	ttnke 	the 
mailer tim the NS'sV Coani 
of Appeals. 

Thc Chief Justice of tire 
l.a nd and P itvi ten luuent 
Court. Mr justice Cripps. 
last nntunihu ruled in favour 
ui G cabin Pty in appeals 
.ugainist some tic'vctopnic fli 

conditions inrposed by the 
ccrmuacil on its muttipte' 

occupancy. 
In handing down his 

decision. Jusnice Cripps 
rnrdeeeil the council to 
reduce the conluiiunity's 
road levy fromn $3500 to 
$3511 for each unit. 

the also ruled that the 
conimuuniiy could have 
second recess using a 
right of way through a 
iteighbourtng property. 

lIne council has 
appealed on grounds that 
Justice Cripps had cried 
in tItanins judgment 
appeared to condrnnc the 
crnrnsi cud ion of dwelt ups 

itlucut building pernuuls. 
t.avl month i/ic 

,'Cmiri hera Star repnnr lcd 
that (flenbin residents 
would be forced no live in 
ntakestiifi accomnuodatioru 

for two more years. and 
could be b.tnkrtipted if tIm 
a ppcai 'seni ii neat 

Residents of the tiny 
coinintniniiy have accused 
i Ire council of vici imisiag 

tticni for the past two 
ye.r rs, and arc a apry at 
Iner nip kept Out or a session 
of the cuunrcil on I uesday 
light 

Aid Ntcolscin said the 
cinancil had voted fo 

 r 
 a 

closed session on the 
r tucmscion uniotitun as n here 
nay have been ti risk of 

subjudice if Gienbin 
rcsittcnts had been  

	

crallen 	uescritneu 	rISC 

appeal as a 'face.saving 

escrow' by the council. 
schichu merely would wasle 
rune pa ye es money on 
legal fces and make life 
bard for the Gicinbin 
resided'. 

	

"The 	itiatter 	has 
degcneraied into ernolive 
and 	unfair 	hippy' 
bashing." Aid Nicotson 
said yesicrd.iy. 

	

"The 	council 	has 
received thrce letters 
urging it 10 continue with 
time appeal. All these 
Idlers have shmosvn a 
tnisuitihcrsranding of whal 
the appeal stat about." 

The nlepsty chief 
planner, Mr N Ileap. has 
said that the appeal had 
been lodged on the 
groimnds  that the  ludge 
had atrpcarcd 10 condone 
people constructing 
ilwcliings wilhout building 
per no is. 

"It is slicer hypocnisy 
for the council to object 
on these grounds." AId 
Nieobson said. 

"I have known the 
council to appeoee 
building applicaiions that 
have come in after 
CO list rod ion sour k has 
begun. 

"AntI I could cite at 
icayt nine incident of I hue 
council appioving building 
application after coti 
St i iucliofl is sick had l;tken 
place cc loch hadn't 
satisfied the ecindsiions 
that time council had laid 
down. 

"the chuef planner, Mr 
Re y nders ( who re pre-
seated the con neil in the 
case) has implicit that 
council lost the case 
because Glenlumn had 
supenitur reptesent3tion. 

"Itu fact, uucnthcn sidc 
was rcprcsenled by legal 
cou eseh 

"It was the council's 
poor pnepalainrin, and the 
absurd iicoa'tisteadres in 
that liretiara imt)ui, I huh tout 
it the ease. 

"Foe 	ecaiuupic, 	the 
origunsit engilmeen's report 
quoted the dIsh of 
itiuprinving Stsing,crs Road 
(Ihe road on which the 
nimuhniple occupancy is 
situateut) was $2800. But 
a later report qucuted the 
figure at 5200.000" 

Alt1 Nicolsoim - satin 3m 
siippnarned the cmuancii on 
most hatters, bul, 'hat he 
dcccv the tine jo the 
Glenbin case 

"The council has been 
adversciy inflacnceml by 
nnisinformcd pressure 
from Sections of the 
conuniunut y  which 	arc 
prejudiced 	urgainst 

muitnple.occulrancy devel' 
opmcnuts." he stint 

A Glenbilu resiileuut. Mr 
Peter Mstrshsmtl. yesterday 
said that relIresenIatuees 
from ihe tiutniplc 
occupancy had tried no 
reason with the council at 
the nuedling on Tuesday 
night. 

lIe said that (Jienbin 
resithents pistnncd to 
circut,mte a petition and 
presdrtt it to the cvnuncrh. 

In a s cebit sabrrnission 
no the couumcii on Tuesday 
night. another (flenbin 
spokesuimaur. Mr Wayne 
Iiot jnm.:k y , urged the council 
10 reconsider its decisitm 

lIe said the appeal 
would cost lens of 
niuousands of dollars and 
Sniu r re lam ions met 'seen 
enistinig and futmire 
comlnunmhics. 



71 .  

Jr' 
- iOt tlr 	.k  

of i,.aiin till IitAIX 

,'llei'.nnrrruu runt ire iis,,,orc (iiy 
(.1111(11 nas pair, of'ir,irrvnisy 
nun linirpj .i'.neliiiri'' ,,crr sirrnr. 
nniiusiy deirreri 	esiernl;r, 	hi tire 
flir5ur If I isriiore_ Slit It t rider. 

lie 	iii. 	re....... .. 
nr.r,ie by ,slri NI 	Nncainrirr 	ii 	 ri. 
angry ricilionut ie.rrosu lire dcr.i-.liiri 
to ivoceed aruli in appeal nganrrri a 
land curl Lrnvrrnrnnicnrr Court 
ruling in i Ire (Ocnbirr nrulriple-
iiccrrp.nrrcy Care. 

Al.) 	Nrcoi s.'rn(l.crilieil the 
ii a 	l.icCc.rcrrrg esercine' 

iriricli rniiu iii 	eerie r.nrcp.ivcrs' 
noire). on lcit.il (cci arid ni;itie life 

nlillrenli for Girohin neoldenls 
I In said It was 'nicer hyrnrcn,sv 

for tire err,, ocil 	ri a iiir,':rl 	rn lire 
crnunds trcnnrg elm-c 0. intl liii ilie 
nailer had 'degcnera neil into 

enroi,cr ann nolair hippybasiring'. 
rccorntnrrg in AId Fredericks, it 

in is ANI Nicmnicorn echo was heing 
lena ci,rnini,n ii,, lire issue 

ricer cccii 	cg.rd Aid 

Nicolsoni's corrrrrrentc seriously 
rcga rdirig Iris a llegarroi,s of 
lnmlrpy.bantriop....Ire ciii) 

Alit Fredericks said the appeal 
liar lnrdgcit on the basis ci 
plciiriinary -  legal .nricice (firm I lie 
con nyu's soircnors iii;, I the 
irreuirlirig juilp,e in ihe I flcinl,iin circe 
inns- have erred in his iurignoeril 

the issue ircue is thal our legal 
;uivieers cnrrciiici Untie r, as iii 
uric: reet slirlerrrcrrl nraile by I lie 
judge I. parr nil iii,. Jirniilrrieirl, lie 

I hal 	Sialeirrurri, 	if 	left 
urieir.iticnirvri, crriri,i 	cue ioniC. 
cal riles on For ire ceislons 

urnioiieig mi liiirle.cct up.rrncrer, not 
rrrri for thin council lirur irr;iriy 
niiier% where Iris form iii 
un. elirpnient is nrccuiring." 

lire appe_il has be,:ur li-uigcil 
that lbc dliiel ilisiiee vi 

the l.a rid and mum ire,rieiin Cou,l, 
NI r undue Crmpps, ippe;mr cii in Iris 
Judyirreirl in coiinlrrne irrrple 

lire 111mg 	rircclliurgs 	umrilrr,ri 
lirirlilinig apirioi,il. 

Airl (icr 

no mdci (ire i iierrhrri brief in senior 
legal ctrnnsel for iurihrcr fliteice 

ii is priesibk' nn C uirght ."I even 
lobe the ocher to she Courl of 
Appeat,' ire sun 

I lr,in mill rlr-1ier10 on she rdiiee 
we reecime licunienirir cnrnnscl, 
ruimoirr.r, -nu II ruturce lire crrurrcd 
ig;nuiuur rrrreecdirrg cliii lire 
airpe.il -- 

AIrI Irederrcks r;rid thai inn 
nail) years iii' eurririerl had been 
placert mu a ulilirculi 'iriai and 
crier' Siin.nuirrn iu irvrc onilirplc-
irccop.uricrec cciv cinrivenned 

un 	said 	lIre 	inirirnrr 
Co,c-rons,ni lviii approved i Ire 
nleeeiintrrureui of muir pie. 
occup.necrcs mr sciceleul nreas of i Ire 
Slate or Ilirrirl lcuniiiini.nliirg a wiles 
hr help tried councril irnpienmrcni 
lire ileeicrirrr 

Aid 1-rerlericks raid it was a 
fln.rt nil) lire (('hirer (niirrhuinricnui 

ira "t rip a rirr,rlel from  in  hid, 
irie,rl 'over rrrindi,l ennui mrrrrh. 
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Full marks for council's appeal 
sii ii: changes to our language are occurring 

cr)ilsi,i IL ilv 
I lie word has Ii ng' has come to have a meaning 

tar removed from its original connOtation 01 
physical assault 

it is now a libel hit rig on anyone who expresses 

an opinion or takes action to which someone 
objects. 

I-or instance, if strikes are crilicised, it is 
union-basis ng. 

Ii your viewpoint happens to be that homo-
sexuality is wrong and you say so, you are accused 
of homosexual-bashing. 

That is why Lismore City Council aldermen 

should not be too worried about being accused by. 

one of their number of 'hippy-bashing'. 

AId Mac Nicolson, whose main role on the 

council has long been guardian of the communes, 
used the term to describe the councils decision to  

appeal against a Land Frrviroiioieni Court ruling 

on a Stoney Chute multiple occupancy. 

The con rt ruled in favour of I he tiwl t i pIe occu p. 
ancy residents who had opposed some development 
conditions imposed on them by I he council - 

The council has appealed against the ruling on 

the grounds that the judge erred by appearing to 

condone the construction of dwellings wit hout 

building permits. 

That certainly is strong enough grounds for an 

appeal, and the council has acted wisely in taking 

the action. 

If council building regulations are ignored: if 

people are allowed to build any sort of strticture 

they svattt to, society would fall into chaos. 

it would be a surelire recipe for slums. 

The Lismore City Council over the years has 

been more than tolerant of breaches of its building  

regulations, most of which have occurred in the 
coissitsunes. 

The council, after all other avenues have been 

exhausted, often has reached such a level of 
frustration that it has had to act. 

If it did not, its building rules 	and all its 
oilier bylaws - would be useless. 

In extreme cases it has taken the exlreme 
measure of issuing demolition orders. 

These have never been carried out. And this 

newspaper has been critical of that. 

We have pointed out in the past that if people 

ignore the rules, they must pay the penalty. 

Ratr than 'hippy- bash i rig', t lie I. isinore City 
Council could be accused of being ioo patient and 
inactive. 

Claims that the court appeal is waste of 

ratepavers' funds do not stand up in view of the 
importance of the principle involved. 

A society without rules would be anarchy. 

"this decision wilt be used by 
uther muitipte-occupancies in 
l.ismore (itS arid etsershere as a 
precedent for further appealc ç  
which could lend to the demise of 
tire road contribution polices that 
are comnrrrn to most local 
gorernmertt areas on the North 
('oust," he said. 

Mr Then said it appeared that 
l.icmore did not hare legal 
representation at tire l.and and 
Frnnironrnrcni Court hearing. 

"It would he a pity if this 

precedetrt 	were allowed to stattd fair 	share 	of 	road 	inrprurement 
because 	of 	a 	lack 	of 	legal costs," he said. 
represertlation to adequately 	put 'lire decision of Justice Cripps 
the case for road testes." he said. undernniacs 	the 	whole 	road 

Sir 	1 hew 	said 	that 	nruililrle. conirihutirini syctenr, and ttrroiss the 
occupancies 	con) r ihu ted irurrierr 	of 	road 	inipronemcrris 	on 
sigaif'rcantls 	to 	traffic 	gro"th 	in existing ratepaers." 
rural areas, is here nrrict roarts were (onrnrcrrting of Sir 	1 hew's letter 
harrl-pressed 	coping 	with 	traffic at 	this 	week's 	l.isrrrore 	council 
nolurnc'r. nrecting, 	Aid 	SI 	Nieolsorr 	said 

''lire 	inn posit inn 	of 	nra d K 	ogle 	should 	he 	told 	t Ira t 	the 
iirrpronentcnt 	contributions is the appeal 	had 	nothing 	to 	do 	with 
only 	practical 	means 	of ensuring Justice 	Cripps' 	ruling 	on 	road 
that 	nrultipte-occupurrcies 	pay 	a lenies. 

Aldermen this meek 
rcjcelcrl overwhcItningh it 
motion moved by Aid 
Nicotson and seconder) by 
flIrt I' Consalvo which 
sought to rescinrl the  

dnicisriro 	to 	take 	the 
nrrriiier in the NSW Court 
of Appeals. 

The Chief isulke of the 
land and finvironisnent 
Coon, Mr Jusulce Cripps, 
laO nuonih ruled in (au-our 
of (ilenbin Ply in .rppcals 
Lrgaunsi some devetopninent 
condiiionu innposed by the 
duo veil on its multiple' 
occupancy. 

in handing down his 
decision, Justice Cripps 
ordered the council to 
reduce the cnnsmnunity's 
nri:nd levy from $3500 to 
$350 for each unit. 

tic also ruled that the 
comnnrnuniuy could have a 
second access using a 
right of way through a 
neighbouring pmo1reniy. 

The council iras 
appealed on grounds that 
Justice Cnipps had erred 
in that his judgirrent 
appeared to eondnrvc the 
corrslruction of dwellings 
esiuhout building permits. 

last month The 
r'v'ri,lhern Srar repuirted 
that Glcnbin residents 
senuld be breed to liec in 
nniakeshifl aecominnodalirun 
for two more years, and 
youild be bankruplcd if the 
appeal escot'arheail. 

Residents of the tiny 
consnisunity have accused 
I ic councilof rich in ruing 
them for tine past two 
years. andare angry at 
being kcpi inui of a session 
of lIne council on Tuesday 
night - 

Aid Nicolson said the 
council hart sned for a 
closed session on the 
recission nun limo as I here 
may have been ,m risk of 

subjudicc if Glcnknin 
residents had been  

	

sn:uluen 	uescrnucu 	ruin 
appeal as a 'face-saving 
exercise' by the council, 
whmnchi nlcrcly would waslc 
ratepayers' money on 
legal fecs and make life 
hard for the Glcnbin 
residents. 

	

"The 	trnatler 	has 
degenerated into emoniuc 
and unfair hippy. 
bashing." AId Nieotson 
said yesterday. 

	

"The 	council 	has 
received three letters 
urging it to continue wilhn 
the appeal. All these 
letters have shown a 
misunderstanding of whai 
the appeal its about." 

The deputy chief 
planner, Mr N heap. has 
said that the appeal had 
been lodged on the 
grounds that the judge 
had appeared to condone 
people eonsiructing 
dwellings without building 
pe r en ins. 

"It is sheer hypocrisy 
for the council to object 
on these grounnls," AId 
Nicotson said. 

"I have known the 
council 10 apprinse 
building applications that 
have conic in after 
COil St r action work has 
begun. 

"And I could cite at 
least one incidcnl of the 
council approving building 
application after con-
simucilon seork had taken 
place which hadn't 
satisfied the enrich lions 
that the council had laid 
down. 

"The chief planner, Mr 
Reynders (who repre-
sealed (Ire council in the 
case) has implied that 
council Irasi the case 
because Gtcrrbin lied 
superior representaitirn. 

"In Iaei. neilirer side 
was neprcuenled by legal 
counsel 

"It seas the council's 
poor preparalion. and the 
absurd iniconsisneincies in 
that irreParatiun, that lost 
it the case. 

"lnur 	cnanrplc. 	the 
ori('unel engineer's report 
quoteil the cost of 
inunprunvinig Stangers Road 
(ike rrrad on which the 
multiple occupancy is 
niivaied) was $28011. But 
a later report quunied thuc 
figure it 5200.050,' 

AId Nicolsoir-sar)t ira 
supporlent the council on 
most matters, hal, 'hal Inc 
drew the line rn the 
Glcmnbin case 

"The council has been 
adversely influenced by 
nnisinfornnued pressure 
Irons SCciiOoS of the 
conrmonity which are 
prejudiced against 
nnnclliple.occuipancy dcoel' 
opnnlcluns.' he saul. 

A Glctubiun tesidcnml, Mr 
Peter Marshall, yeslcnday 
said that represenntilives 
froni the multiple 
occupancy had tried to 
reason snub the council at 
the nteetinng on Tuesday 
night 

tIe said that (ilenbin 
nccirtents planned in 
circulahe a peiituomn and 
present It to the council. 

In it verbal subnrr,csion 
to the coancil on tuesday 
nighi, anoiiter Glenbin 
sprlkcsnsa a, Mr W.nync. 
Pritocky, urged the council 
to reconsider its decisuonn. 

He said the appeal 
mould cosu lelns of 
thousands of dollars and 
sour rclauionc hetsseen 
exisiing and future 
communities. 
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the t.isnrore (us (irrincit urns guilty of h y pocrisy 
and 'hippsbaihirrt:' in prrrceedirrg with an appeal 
agairrsi a I and and liii irorrnrrent Court ruling onr a 
Stoney (hate multiple occupancy. Aid Mac Nicolson 
said )esterday. 

By GA RI' RUCHANAN 

'the Kyrigic Shtre Council bus 
joined the Gtenhin debate, strongly 
supporting the l.isirirrre City 
Council in its decision to uppent 
aguirrsi Juslice Crippu' rulings in 
tire case. 

1 he logic "hire clerk, 'sir P 
I hew, in a letter to the l.isnrore 
couocil, said his council was 
rspcciaiiniarnied at the court's 
decision to reduce the road 
contributions front $350() to $350. 
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\IB IT I iii y.1ARS11A1.i. oil the meraniiah of his (dentin house, lie sass 
ictinuuised the (;lenlnn cimniunmuurits for too seats. 

liii' 	I .isiiinre 	( rt) 	( 	iiinmr'il 	l)i', 

BY ( ouncil Roundstnan GiRl' lit ( ill V.i A' 
he 	I .usntore 	('it 

('ouncil is appealing to iii 
N,S\V ( ourt of A p;reitl 
agaiilst 	the 	decisio 
iiaiided don n h the air 
and En ironrirent ('on rt 
the ;ltrhiii multiple 
ocCIupancs case. 

In a jiidgiirciil crirlic 
Ihi', iiiiiirt Ii. Justice .1 
Cripps lound iii lavour i 
Glenbirt Ply Ltd i 
it PPi 5 1 pat nst Sortie (1 

tire council condition  
irripitsed on the malt i pit 

occirpa ncy dcveloprtieiit 
Stoncy Chute. 

II is rd in gs followed 
Iour-d.iy court hearing i 
Ma rcli at which I Ii 
council was represente 
by its chief planner, Mr 
Reynders. and Glenbiri b 
two rem bers of the Ru rr 
Reseit lent cut Task Force 

Although the (ievelop 
merit w,ms approved by th 
con neil in 1986  . (; lcnbi 
ch.illenged some of th 
conditions of consen 
before the Clod Judge 
the Land and Environ 
nient ('ourt, Justic 
Cripps. 

I no iriajor points c 
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'Now she's lis'ing su ith 
mcli lives back in 
fir sba ne. 

Mrs Marshall said the 
council did not care about 
he human cost of its 

cost ritual blocking of 
tIc. 0cc up an c y 

dcu dlrrpnntents.  

chief planner. Mr R 
Heap. 

Mr Heap said that. 
based on prelinrinary 
advice from its iegai 
advisers, it appeared the 
council had no grounds to 
appeal against the 
decision to reduce the 
road levy to $350. 

But there tiid appear to 
be grounds for an appeal 
in that Justice Cripps had 
rtppearcd to condone 
people convtructitug 
dwellings without building 
pernr its. 

Mr Heap said the judge 
had used the words 'itt tue 
circumstances of the case' 
when considering that 

there had been duellings 
erected on the property 
without consent which 
sirould be allowed to 
remain. 

"Acceptance of this 
irtcthod of de facto 
approval could cause 
problertis in future appeals 
and shouid be rectified." 
he said, 

"Our legal advice is 

I 

could be o recked by this 
court appeal," she said 

"it's ours 
A 

I 
 d Nicolsoti said lie 

had spent years trying to 
reconcile the council and 
irr u It i p I e - 0 cc u p a ti c y 
resident ts. 

"I'm frustrated by the 
council's bloody.ntinded. 
ness, ,  and by the  

that an .i ppca I on this 
issue is desirable and 
should have a high degree 
of success." 

The council's chicl 
planner, Mr P Reynders, 
said yesterday that an 
uttusurul aspect of the 
Glenbin court case was 
that neither party was 
represented by legal 
counsel. 

lie said that Justice 
Cripps had expressed 
surprise at this lack of 
qualified legal represent. 
ation at tire March 
hearings. 

Mr Rcyndcrs said that, 
out of fairness, the courtcil 
had a policy of not 
enrploying legal counsel 
where the other party did 
not have any. 

"In thus particular case, 
we withdrew our legal 
representatives when 
Glenbin also removed 
liteir solicitors at the last 
moment." he said. 

it was only after the 
hearing started that tire 
council realised Glenbin 

residents' failure to accept 
reality," he said. 

lie said the council had 
been advised to lodge rn 
appeal on Tuesday tight, 
one day before i he 
deadline. 

"We were given no thI' 
to explore t lie iti.ittcr in 
depth," he said,  

wrtS 	not 	representing 
itself. but had cirg;iged 
two agents who were 
senior ntrciobers of the 
Rural Resettlement Task 
Force. 

Mr Reynders said that 
legal counsel would be 
engaged to represent the 
council before tire Court 
of Appeals. 

lie said iegal costm 
would be nrel from mirnc 
a lloe;t ted for the oripina  
Court case, but which itac 
not been used, 

"Vhethcr that will hi 
enough to cover the costr 
of the appeal remains R 
be seen." he said. 

"Dcpending on hon 
long the ease runs. the 
Costs might have to bc 
net froni the 108S 
budget." 	 - 

S 	criiltcniiort ivcre thic mid 
iv cml ribut ion levy bei rig 
%sought by the council and 
u the question of road 
ii access to the property. 
' 	In his ju'igtrtent Justice 

Cripps upheld appeals in 
respect of these two 

1 matters, md ordered Ire 
council to reduce the road 

if  levy front a otal of $3500 
for each dwelling unit to 

1 S350. 

lie also ruled that the 
it coot nut nit y could have a 

second access using a 
right of way through a 

it  neighbouring property, 
° after tue council imposed 

a condition rcstricting 
it 	recess to a single public 

road frontage. 

Glenbin apparently did 
not proceed with att 
appeal against a condition 
that darns on tire property 

11  comply with guidelines 
e laid down by the NSW 
t Soil Conservation Service. 

if The council resolved 
• this week to appeal 
e against Justice Cripps' 

decision after considering 
it report froitr the deputy 

rr't 	 t 
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'Inhumane' move, residents say 
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The State I.and and 
Enironment Court has 
ordered the Lismore City 
Council to drastically Cut 
the road leies of a multiple 
occupancy, in what has 
been hailed 'a landmark 
decision'. 

The judgment b Justice 

J S Cripps, the court's 
chief judge, follows a 
four-day hearing in March, 
which came after an 
appeal made in late 1986 
by Glenbin Ptv Ltd, the 
developer of the Glenbin 
multiple Occupancy site at 
Stony Chut' 

"It's a landmark, a 
precedent," Glenbin's 
advocate and the secretary 
of the Rural Resettlement 
Task Force, Mr David 
Lambert, said. 

"The court's decision 
means that Glenbin's  

one-tenth of the road levy 
which the council 
originally wanted from 
them. 

"1 hope all councils in 
the area now will use the 
court's findings to 
formulate a more 
reasonable approach to 
road levies on new multiple 
occupancy communities." 

In his judgment, which 
was released to the parties 
this week, Justice Cripps 
said the council had 
claimed two contributions 
totalling $3500 from each 
dwelling unit. 

He said this exceeded a 
limit of $1950 set by the 
Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act. 

"The two contributions 
• . . therefore cannot be 
imposed," he said. 

Justice Cripps reduced 
he road levies to $350 for 

eieh dwelling unit. 
"Furthermore, I do not 

.hnk the contribution need 
be paid before the release 
of the building approval 
for each dwelling," he said. 

The council had wanted 
he levies to be paid before 
he first building approval 
s'as released. 

The appeal was heard on 
he North Coast and in 
vd 11 ('V 

Mr Lambert said the 
significance of the case was 
reflected by the fact that it 
was heard by the Chief 
Judge of the Land and 
Environment Court. 

The Lismore town clerk, 
Mr B Stevens, said the 
council could not dispute 
the court's decision. 

"But I advise the council 
not to accept the case as a 
precedent because we did 
not have proper legal  

representation," he said. 
"Out of fairness, the 

council did not employ a 
solicitor or barrister 
because Glenbin had not 
done so, but it turned out 
that their advocate still 
had considerable legal 
experience." 

The Lismore City 
Council was represented by 
its chief planner, Mr P 
Revnders. 

The judge said the-case 

had become complicated 
when Mr Reynders had 
called himself to give 
evidence as an expert 
Witness. 

Justice Cripps said that 
this problem had been 
'exacerbated' when Mr 
Reynders' views as an 
expert witness did not 
coincide with the 
submissions of the council. 

But Justice Cripps said 
that Mr Revnders still had 
'acquitted himself well'. 
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LILEI 
the 	tiny 	(.lenbin 

Conirnunity could he 
bankrupted and seeral 
families left homeless by a 
Lismore City Council 
decision to appeal against 
a I and and l-rti ironnient 
Court ruling, according to 
Mr l)a id Lambert, of the 
Rural Resettlement Task 
Force. 

At best, it svould force 
some families to live in 
sub-standard acom 110-

dation for up to three 
years before they knew II 
they would be allosscd to 
build their homes, he said. 

Residents 	of 	the 
Glenbin multiple 
occupancy at Stoncy 
Chute, have accused the 
Lismore City Council ol 
inhumane treatment. 

Earlier this month, 
Justice J S Cripps, the 
Chief Judge of the State 
Land and Environment 
Court orde red the 
Lisniore City Cou neil to 
reduce road levies on each 
dwelling unit of the 
Stoney Chute multi pIe 
occupancy from $3500 to 
$350. 

Ilk judgment w a s 
hailed as a landmark 
decision. 

On Tuesday night the 
council decided to appeal 
against the court's ruling. 

"Some people will have 
to go on living in sheds 
because the council's 
appeal will suspend the 
court's ruling that they 
could build their homes," 
Mr Lambert said. 

Mr 	Lamhcrt 	rep- 
resented (ilenbin in the 
court heari rig in %Lirch. 

A (ilenbin resident, Mr 
I'eter Marshall, yesterday 
said the council had 
victiiiiiscd his coniitiuriity 
for to )Cars. 

"\Verc fed ill),' he said. 
"We linally beat the 

13v I?()RY •tII:I)(',II  F 	Mr Lambert said the record 	of 	t rca ting their homes. 
- - . appeal robably would not iii u It t plc - occ u pa n cy "We're sick of it. And 

cotiticil ii court, but they be hearc for up to three applicants as second-class now it ss'ilh continue for 
(the council) can't accept years. Citi7cnS. maybe three more years," 
lositig. 	 " l'tii worried by the 	"They're (the council) she said. 

"So the couticil plans to council's decision to determined to block "The people here 
use a massive sum of  employ it barrister. We in ii I t i p I e ' oc c u p a n c y situply wammt to build their 
ra tepayers' nIoneY to  can't niatch that without dcvelopmettts," he said. hoitics and live their lives 
etimploy a barrister in its legal aid." he said. 	 I I is svi fe, Vick i, sa id 	in peace. Is that too much 
appeal." 	 ''And in it Supretne that the council's actions to isk'' 

	

AId Mac Nicolson said Court appeal. the loser had caused eniotiotial 	She said her family had 
t he cou tici l's legal costs i ii pays t he svi ii tie r's lega I 	trauma to many G henbi n Ci)itlC to t lie Non Ii Coast 
the appeal probably would expenses. 	 residetits.. 	 seeking the quiet life, but 
be between $60,000 and 	" I f t i e 	peopl e of 	Site said t hat many of council hostility had tiiade 
$80,000. 	 Gletibin lost, this would thetti had experienced two their dream it ttighttnare. 

If the council lose; the bankrupt them." 	 years of anxiety, not 	"My teenage daughter 
appeal, the c.xpemises could 	Mr M .irshal! said the knowing s hether t hey couldn't take it," she said. 
blow its budget.' he said. council hid a disgraceful would be allowed to build 	• Continued next page 
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( UNNINGIIANI SUMI', tiiirler the frame of it section of her hiirig lliartcrs at (;lcrihuji. The 
gi rden shed behiiitil her contains her be_i, (;lenbin residents fear that some of theni emit eoitiriue building 

projc( ts until the Lisinure City Council anpeal is heard in a tmji'ti,r (,,,Irt 
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The 	tin v 	Gleuhin 
COillliiliiiity Could be 
bankrupted and se, cml 
fanrilies left Ironielcss I)y a 
Iisniore ('ity Council 
decision to appeal against 
a Land and Emironnient 
Court ruling, according to 
Mr l)a',id Ianihert, Of tire 
Rural Resettlement Task 
Force. 

At best, it would force 
some families to Iive in 
sub-standard accom no-
dation for up to three 
years before they knew if 
they would be allowed to 
build their homes, lie said. 

Residents 	of 	the 
Glenbin multiple 
occupancy at Stoney 
Chute, have accused the 
l.isiirure City Coo neil o f 
inhium:i ne treatment. 

Earlier t hi is nion t Ii, 
Justice J S Cripps, the 
Chief Judge of the State 
Land and lEnvj roitmen 
Court, ordered the 
Lisniore City Council to 
reduce road levies on each 
dwelling unit of the 
Stoney Chute multiple 
Occupancy from S3500 to 
S350. 

	

II is judgment 	was 
ha i lcd as a landmark 
decision. 

On Tuesday night the 
council decided to appeal 
against the court's ruling. 

"Some people will have 

	

to go on living in 	hiccls 
because the council's 
appea

'
l will suspend the 

courts ruling that they 
could build their homes," 
NI r Lambert said. 

Mr 	l.aiiibert 	rep- 
'esented Glen bin in i lie 
:ouri hearing in March. 

A (Jlcnbin resident, Mr 
'eter NI;irsh;Lll, yesterday 
a id the council had 
'ictiiiriseil his coulinuility 
or to )e;irs, 

"We're fed up," lie said, 
"We linally beat the 

By Roll)' .11El)('1LI" 

council in court, but they 
(t lie council) can't accept 
losing. 

"So the council plans to 
use a massive sum of 
ra tepa yers' money to 
employ a barrister in its 
appeal." 

AId Mac Nicolson said 
the coo neil's legal costs in 
the appeal probably would 
b between $60,000 and 
$.O,000. 

"If the council loses the 
appeal, t he expenses could 
bkw its budget," lie said. 
I 	' ' .i'v 	 wn 

\Ir Lan'bert said the 
ap eal proha bly v' ou Id not 
be lica rd for up to three 
years. 

I ' iii worried by the 
council's decision to 
employ a Darrister. We 
cart matet. that' without 
leg.il  aid," he said. 

'And in a Supreme 
Coart appal, the loser 
pays the svi liner's legal 
CX pe rises. 

"If 	the 	people 	of 
Glenbin lost, this would 
bank rupt t hem." 

Mr Nlarsliall said the 
cou -icil had a disgraceful  

record 	of 	treat ng 
multiple'occu-,tnc 
applicants as second-class 
cit i/ens. 

"They're (tlic council) 
determined to block 
m oh i ple'occu parley 
developnients," lie .;aid. 

His wife, Vick, said 
that tIre council's actions 
h a d caused c niot ioua I 
tra u ma to many (.1 len bin 
residents. 

She said that m my of 
them had cxpericnc d two 
years of anxiety, not 
knowing whether they 
would be allowed to build  

heir homes. 
"We're sick of it. And 

now it will iontinue for 
iiiaybe three nore years," 
she said. 

"The 	pecple 	here 
simply want to build their 
homes and live their live.s 
in peace. Is that too much 
to ask?" 

She said her family had 
come to the North Coast 
seeking the quiet life, but 
coo neil liostili tj had made 
heir drca iii a nightmare.. 

"My tcenag, daughter 

couldn't takc it," she said. 
0 Continuei next page 
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chief plrtnner, Mr R 
I leap. 

Mr Heap said that. 
based on preliminary 
advice from its lcgal 
advisers, it appeared the 
council had no grounds to 
appeal rigairist the 
decision to reduce the 
road levy to $350. 

But there did appear to 
be grounds for an appeal 
in that Justice Cripps had 
appeared to condone 
people constructing 

,dwclhings without building 
pernr its. 

Mr i-leap said the judge 
had used the words 'in the 
circumstances of the errsc' 
when considering that 

there had been dwellings 
erected on the property 
wit rout consent whicit 
should be allowed to 
rcnntirr. 

"Acceptance of this 
method of dc facto 
approval could cause 
problems in future appeals 
and should be rectified." 
he sand. 

"Our legal advice is 

that an appeal on this 
issue is desirable and 

shiruld have a high degree 
of success." 

ike council's chief 
planner. Mr P Rcynders, 
said yesterday that an 
unusual aspect of the 
Glenbiri Court case was 
that neither party was 
represented by legal 
counsel. 

lie said that Justice 
Cripps had expressed 
surprise at rhi lack of 
qualified legal represent-
ation at the March 
hearings. 

Mr Reyndcrs said that, 
out of fairness, the council 
had a policy of not 
employing legal counsel 
where tine other party did 
not have any. 

"in this particular case, 
we withdrew our legal 
representatives when 
(ilenbun also rerrioscd 
their solicitors at tIre last 
nromenut," he said. 

it was only after the 
hearing started tlr,i t t he 
council realised Glenbrn 

was not representing 
itself, but had engaged 
two agents who were 
senior members of the 
Rural Resettlement Task 
Force. 

Mr Reynders said that 
legal counsel would be 
engaged to represent he 
council before the Court 
of Appeals, 

lie said legal costs 
would be met froirs money 
allocated for the original 
court case, but which had 
not been used. 

"Whether that will be 
enough to cover the costs 
of tire appeal remains to 
be seen," he said. 

"Depending on how 
long the case runs, the 
costs might have to be 
met from the 189 
budget." 

By (ornrrcil liirirrdsnrarr ;-1 I? 1' 111(11.1 A.I.\ 
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lire 	i.ismore 	('ily cO:iiention 	were 	the 	mid 
(ririncil is appealing to the contribution 	levy 	being 
NSW 	Court 	of 	,qreals sought by the council and 
ag:iiurst 	I lie 	decision the 	question 	of 	road 
handed doon by the Land access ( 	the properly. 
a rid 	Liii irorrncn I 	(ii urt 	in In his j u'l grilcfl I 	Justice 
the 	(,Ienbr ii 	lirult 	pie- Cripps upheld 	appeals 	in 
occupancy Ci SC. respect 	of 	these 	two 

In 	a 	judgirient 	e,rrher mailers, 	and 	ordered 	tire 
this 	irrorrtlr, 	Justice 	J S council to reduce tire road 
Critips founc 	in lirvour of levy front a total of $3500 
incubi a 	Pt' 	Ltd 	in for each dwelling unit to 
appeals ;igu nst 	some Of 
the 	counci 	condition', 
tirrposed 	on 	the 	nriuluiple- lie 	also 	ruled 	that 	the 

occupancy development at coiirmunity could 	have 	a 

Stoncy Ciruic'. second 	acccss 	using 	a 

I 1w 	lindings 	followed 	ii 
right 	of was 	through 	a 

four'd.iy 	cur. rt 	hearirtg 	in 
neighbouring 	property, 

March 	at 	winch 	the 
titer the council imposed 

council 	was 	represeirted 
a 	condition 	restricting 
access 	to a 	single 	public 

by its chief planner, Ni r P 
ro'urj 	ironrit 	e 

Rcndcrs, and Glenbin by 
twi 	niserirbers of the Rurcl Glenbin apparently did 

Rcsctu lenten 	Task Force, nOt 	proceed 	w jib 	an 

Alt irough 	tIre develop- appeal against a condition 

merit wasa f proved by tire I hat dams on tire property 

council 	in 	19116, 	Glenbin corriply 	with 	guidelines 

challenged 	some 	of 	tire laid 	down 	by 	tire 	NSW 

corid it iins 	of 	consent Sail Conservation Service. 

before tire Chief Judge of The 	council 	resolved 
tire 	Land 	und 	Environ ,  this 	week 	to 	appeal 
merit 	Court, 	Justice ag.rinst 	Justice 	Cripps' 
Cripps. decision 	;tltcr considering 

Two 	ira_or 	points 	of a report from the deputy 

: 
: 	1 

Ar 

5 , .... 

\ 
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- Jr 	.y 	•.. 

on 	tIre 	reruirrii,iln of 	his 	(.lenrhin 	irriiisc. 	lie 	ca 
cii nrised 	tire 	(1e ruts in 	cm,irrr rnru niit 	for 	t iso 	ears. 

('ourreli iris 

Inhumane' move, residents say 
• From Page I 

- Now sire's living is it ii 
relatives back in 
B r is ba ne 

Mrs Marshall said the 
council did not care about 
the hurnian cost of its 
continual blocking of 
iii u It i p I e occ u pa n c y 
dcs'cloprrrent s. 

it's not their lives r liar 

could be wrecked by this 
court ar'real,"  site said. 

"It's ours 
AId Nicolson said he 

had spent )ears trying to 
reconcile tire council and 
mu It iplc'occu pa ncy 
rcsidvnts. 

''liii Irustratcd b5 tire 
council's bioudy'muridcd-
ness. rind by the 
nit u It i p I c - 0CC U pa n C y  

residents' failure to accept - 
reality." he said 

I he said the ccmiineil had 
been advised to iodge an 
appeal on 'I uesday night, 
one day bcforc the 
deadline. 

''We is crc given no ii rue 
to explore the matter in 
depth," ire said. 

"Many alderurien dida't 
;tpprcciatc tiral," 
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lie Kogte Shire Couincit has 
joined ttue Ctrottin delta ie, strongly 
sinptnnnriinnt. the 1.isinnor Cit. 
Coonncit in i ts decision tin oppeat 
against Jusiiee Critntn.,' railings iii 

tue COSC. 
I Inc X ) ogle slurs' ctcrk. Mr t' 

- t tic.,-, in it letter to itne t isnnil,re 
council, said his ci,uncit was 
cspecio lip atar inert At ttie court's 
decision to reitiiee the road 
conirihniitions from $3500 to S350. 

"t his itecisioni v*ilt he used by 
oilier Iliiiliiptc.oCCUtiainciOS in 
Lisnnore (ity and etseinhirre as a 
precedent for further aptieat.- 
i.tiieti could lead to the denrise of 
the road conniriliution polices that 
are coninnon Co most bent 
go. erinnienit areas on itne North 
(oust," tic said. 

Mr tine., said it oppenred that 
I.ismui,rc itiit riot have tegot 
reprcsenitntion at the Land and 
Fit, irnannneini Court lieu ring. 

"It nvnnnntii lie a pity if this 

tt5 loin I ,1IIEJ)( *1 I.! and (,.-t R Y JIUCFI,.INAV 

line t .isr.nsre City (ounivil iv ins gui liN of ti pocriss 
and 'linpps - ha sin ing' in pntnc ceding i,im in an a tent 
ng.lnnnst a Land and Fmininn,nnnennt (n,ort ruling on a 
Sinine I hate mottitntc occupnnncy, Alit Mac tSicotsun 
sa i d 5  tsiCr da> 

Aldurinirn this neeck drnsnnnnn 	in 	i;nkc 	the 
nejceied ovcnvshelnnningly a niancr to tine NSW C_oort 
nnnnnon moved by Aid of Appeals. 
Nrcolson and seconded by 	The Chief Jusiice of the 
Alit P Cnnnsalocn iv tikin 	t.and and tnnvirononennt 
snmughii in rescind the Court, Mr Juniec Cnnpps, 

cn,  Mm fl_Jfffl 
11 ) ittIit 111 ,11/ tA. I.'i ,  

ions ni-ti 	n.e tivitini,. 
C tutu, i 	'nv niiniuin 	.1 
unnin hippi .5501.' 'ti-ne 
on,a,i. nininneut 	vsie,,ian 	it1 	hr 
iitunyiii of t.t,ii,iinc,Ai ii it Inciter. 

tie via s iflO'tc iitt 	ill 11.11111, 
ninile it 	u\h,i iii 	N.0 ..i vol.0 	tin 
0155)- Oi, Iioi,,i 'cliv, 
it vrntcccnl ,,.nin 	liter 

anti 	inns nr , ,,u,nnennn 	(tent 
r0iu5 	in 	lie (ilnntnjnn nnnuiOitmn. 
.nCCnnp.to,- cave. 

i'tiii 	P. viii ,,,,, 	iievemniicui 	t ile 
.lntitv.,i .. . 	n.e 'nt-tog ,semCi,c 

ili 	iva,ie 	ictieil.,se,,' 
lcii levy ni 	a ' 	unto 

uir. un 	, i;nc.,h,nn ucniden,n,. 
tie vn,ui it ivam ', iiecr Itynincri.. ,. 

fir in. et , titic. i i,, ;np.i-.ii it,n hr 
Conch. innitig rite. ,nii lan the 
tinnier innt'iJerc.ni er:nte,i jt;mo 

cnnnintuve r,n,i tincicinr iiiiq ,y .  bassunr_'. 
icv - otuin.g in /,1.1 I ,n.nniisk,, it 

vu, A sn Nnc,niscnnn vein,, via' bOing 

'1 	uti.nii 	menu 	rug.nr.J 	Atit 

ti en,.., 	('lillUietI I SiCthuttt ii- 
ici';nrdnntp 	of 
iinvpy. b.nsiitnn1._ 	in vtiii 

And t medernvks saul the ititilc;nt 
nv-as iontgr.t no the bid, or 
ptcinn.oni.,ry idol mince (mini use 
eOntneti, oiIicnn,it, itn.mn tune 
pnenvhur umipe tin i i . iHen,i, , n case 
univ Inive emneti tin Ii,, )n'ii'i.ie,ni. 

he inSine ite n. urn. ..,, 1 , v At 
:nnh,-nncn s connitien their i'.1_ .ini 
intctni Cci si:lidtinetni io.ttig m y  i t,, 
jo,ic in part of lii. iudr.ouvoi.  he 

	

in.nt 	'ii ictt,rti i. 	i f 	icii 
uoeii_niIctnr,J sit, 

	

unto, 	tttn 	In tim 	'icc n.j.,,,v 
on-ok olp mviii intro io.tip.nio.ic, 
,titiv iur tins eio,'isii lion 	mliii) 
"thell 

	

univ 	inrnnnta( 
nienci itutin iron it c,cnum inn,' 

'n attn_in lvi, nnco itndi'cni 
ud, nina i inc Cl,,ct 3,t,nusr of 

the 	mutt and iiiot m,iillninsn i Count. 
Sr r J uvnnec Citpp .arpc:trr.t in inn, 
iuttP , ent no C'tttu!u'nnc put' pie 
c,ttlnntn, cries' ito cURtis onuuuoun 
ttunnnu intitapilnulnni 

Ald 	tm-tic. 	nmnjil 	nil 	ii,. 
1 in nc a iiuii en., ci,, 

to icier nrc lint, mini tine i iOSdmoinr 
Icmtt cc uit',el l ot unit her ant, in 

"Ii t, ruvsih!c 00 nitmitini not mien 
lake the nnnitrer tin Finn Ctmunt of 
Appctt," l's' s.n nd 

i'U nictnmitt 'ni it,e anitnee 

ny., ,- iu.td,,.eOin  

aitinnsi 	i'''. endunip 	nvnth 	l l.c 

Ai,i t iednriks v.tvl 	mm 	fo r  
nniait) >eat. One v,,in,cc,i hid been, 

in 	'n.m 	nil 
ci i,.r 	'nlmn.tlr,nt n heir tituitt.m , lc. 

tin 	st 	1h, 	i emitter 	imi , iim 

dcv-vi nflnnn enni 	al 	nnuiitplr. 
ocnui..itn..ic,u, 'Cmv icni itri, ii nice 
Sl;,lo  
in, iimip i.tc.nI ccur.s,ms mn.tpic tint, 
lie 

Anti i retieuini 	vajij it on, 
Ccn mlii)-  nbc him ncr ii,'iernunnrntu 
bait ,ltlu 'em ins' ci tmt,c,tci i noun st innnun 

0 li!mici.jni - !'ngm' 4 
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Full marks for council's appeal 
SUB I I.E chaiigcs (0 our language are Occurring 

Constantly. 
1 he word bash ng' has come to have a mea n rig 

lar removed Iroini its original connotation of 
pinysica I niosu uht 

11 is tow a l:nbcl Inning urn anyone who expresses 
iii Opnitioni or takes action to vihieli Soiriconc 

obj cc is. 

For instance, if strikes are criticised, it is 
a or ion-ba lii rig. 

If your viewpoint tin ppens to be that lnonno-
sexuality is wrong and you say so, you are accused 
of homosexual-bashing 

1 lint is why Lionirore City Council aldermen 
should not be too worried about being accused by. 
one of t liei r ins ni ber of 'Ii flp'- bas lii rig'. 

Aid M ic Ni colsoni, w hose inain role on t lie 
council has long been gun rd inn i.jl the corn ni u n es, 

used the term to describe tIne council's decision to  

appeal against a Lund Univironniricirt Court ruling 
on a Stoney Chute multiple occupancy. 

The Court ruled in Invour of the multiple occup-
ancy residents wIno had opposed sonic devcloptmient 
coriditnonts niniposcd on t Item by the counciL 

'Ilte enuincil Inns appealed against tIre ruling on 
t he grounds that tIne judge erreil by appearing to 
condone tine construction of dwellings without 
building hneriniits. 

That certainly is strong enough grounds for an 
appeal, and the council has acted wisely in taking 
the action. 

II council building regulations are ignorcd if 
people are allowed to build any sort of structure 
they warn to, society would fall into chaos. 

It would be a sin refire recipe for slums. 
The Lismore City Council over tire years has 

been more tItan tolerant of breaches of its building  

regulations, most of which have occurred in the 
coiii nvt u ties. 	 - 

The council, after all other avenues have been 
exhausted, often has reached such a level of 
frustration that it has had to act. 

If it did not, its building rules - and all its 
oilier bylass's 	would be useless. 

In extreme cases it has taken the extreme 
treasure of issui rig deniohitiort orders. 
These have never been carried out. - And this 

newspaper tins been critical of that. 
We have pointed out in the past that if people 

ignore tire rules, they inust pay the penalty. 
Rather than liippy-bashtmrig', the Lismore City 

Council could be accused of being too patient and 
inactive. 

Claunis that the court appeal is waste of 
rnlepaycrs' funds do not stand up in view of ftc 
miii por ta nice of the pr nci pie involved. 

A society without rules would be anarchy. 

_ 	I L 
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p rec eiteiit ,iere alto., cit to st amid - lair shire of road i niprotenient 
beeaoce of a tack of tegat costs...he said. 

	

representation to ii dcqua tely tat 	''1 tie itecisinnni of Juntice Cripps 

	

the cisc for road lc,ies," be said. 	utidermiine, 	tine 	iv hots' 	road 

	

r 1 mciv said ihn t mint i ilnle. 	contritnot 0,0 sy Omen,, unit itirons the 
occopaneis's 	contritnuted 	burden of road iinnproicnnnv'ints on 

	

siginilicatiti, tin iraltie groin it. iii 	existing rum-pay ens.'' 

	

rural nnwas, inhere ounci mints n,cre 	(oniioncinnilng nil Sir Tlncn,'c letter 

	

hard-pressed coining ii iitn traffic 	at this neck's t.i'.nuorc cinonieit 
volnnnnt-s. 	 meeting, Oittt SI ?sien,lson said 

"I tic 	ijoroosilioil 	of 	road 	Kvoglc sl,00td tne told that mine 
tnntnroieinennm eontritnutiiins is tine appeat mail notionig to do 

u iiln 
only Irroenicat innvons of v'nsoring Justice (ripps' ruting inn road 
tint t nnnott ipte'Occiitiitnicicni PY  u ten ics. 

Inst tmninur h ruled in las-mu r 
of (;tennlnu t'iy in a ulpemis 
mgi nnsi sonic dccclitpnnrent 

conrdiiiuuns imposed by the 
cooacml on its rnutiipte' 
occupancy. 

In handing down his 
decision, issues' Crippo 
nritered tine enmnincit tim 
reduce m lie eoinnnnn U lint 

mid levy f r om $3500 no 
$350 for each unit 

ftc also ruled than the 
conmnnunity cauld have a 
second access using a 
right of way ihroogh a 
neighbouring progeny. 

1 tue council has 
appealed on grounds that 
Jusnice Cripps had erred 
in that his judgmernl 
aimpeared to condoinc the 
construction, of dwctl ings 
vsininnat building fngrtmnmns. 

Last 	nnnonmih 	lhr 
lncrn Sc,', rcpcmnicd 

ihat Glenb,n residents 
svoold be forced to lice in 
nuakechili accoaiinnnxtauion 

- 

 
for two more years, and 
could be bankmuprent if the 
.mppcal s,ent.n,hicail. 

Rcsintcnnis of the tiny 
c.namniunnny have accused 
the council of vieninnnising 
ihcm for tine past two 
years, and are angry it 
hg ,u.g 

 
kcp1 niut or a mess mi 

nil i Its' councit on tuesday 
tnighn. 

AtnI Nneolssn said mine 
cmtuunc,l had coned for it 
closed SCSSIOti 00 the 
icc nssniin mmiii n,tn as the is' 
may have been a risk of 

subjumtice if Gleunbimi 
resideruis 	had 	been 

appeal as a 'face-saving 
e,emci,e' by the coumicil, 
vs iuicln niendly s. oulit n,asne 
raucpaycrs' nnooey on 
legal fees and make hile 
hard for the Gtenbin 
residents. 

"tine 	matter 	has 
degenen,iucd into cnnninnioe 
and unfair hippy. 
ba.sining,' Aid Nieoluoo 
said yesterday. 

"The 	council 	has 
received mhrce letters 
orging it to continnue with 
the appeal. All llicsc 
emery have cinossn a 

misunn,lersiannting of wham 
tins' apps',tt was about" 

The deput. chief 
plannuer, Mr N Iteap, has 
said that the appeal had 
been lodged on the 
grounds that tIme judge 
hail appeared to condone 
people constructing 
dcsellitngs without building 
per toils. 

"It is sincer hypocrisy 
for the c,,uncnl to object 
on ulnese grounds," AId 
N,c,ilscmn maid. 

"I have known the 
comi neil to a pprve 
building applicanisnshunt 
have cnnnnc in alter 
connstmuction work has 
begun 

"Aunt t could cue at 
leci one incident of the 
council agprovinig building 
application alter eon 
strocnion stork hail taken 
place which li:id n's 
s_i m nsf,cnt the cumuli minus 
that the council had laid 
dons w 

"1 he chief piaocer. Mr 
Reynntcrs (iv his nepre-
setuted the coum neil in the 
case) has innplied that 
council Inst the cuss' 

been use Gleol,in had 
soutcrnor repre.eflnatninn. 

"In fact, neni.innr smuts' 
st-its rentesenmcd by legal 
counsel 

'tm  was the councit'u 
poor prepanatioun, and the 
absurd ire000isneocies in 
that prepaeamion, that lost 
it the case 

"ton 	euarnple. 	the 
oeignna I engineers mepont 
quoicd ' the cast of 
imnmpnooing Snangemn Road 
(the road on ssim,ch the 
ntolttlilb occupancy is 
simuared) was $2h00 But - 

a later repnmmt i,.usicd fi l e 
figurn at S700.00u1" 

AId Nicolsom. -,alht he 
supported the council on 
most maIlers, bo( 'buai he 
drew the line il -mi the 
Gleubun case. 

Tlme council has been 
mnitoersely inlluenceit by 
misinfom ned pressure 
from sections of the 
conumunimy svinich are 
prejudiced against 
unolumpleoccupancy deoct. 
opnnctmrc," he said 

A Ghcmnbin necideor. Sir 

Peter Marshall. yesterday 
said that rcprcieniaunves 
from tins' mullmple 
occupancy had trued to 
reason with the couucnl at 
tine meeting on 1 miesday 
It in I 

Is' said that Glenbin 
rcsimtents planned to 
cnrcul.tie a fleuut;ufl anmd 
present  it  in tl,s' council. 

In a verbal su lnirnivcmn,n 
in the Ctauncnt nimu Tuesnta y 
night. mother (ilenbin 
spa kecon;, tu. Mr i,kii,  ync 
ImOtommk y.  mm rged t lie cunniucil 
to neconsnmhcr its decision 

the said the appeal 
i,outtt cost lens of 
ti,cius;irds of dollar, and 
sour relations betnneen 
cnisintig and future 
comma mules. 

peg  
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the Land Commission of co-operative of 28 suitable 
New South \Vales, which households was formed. 
was the marketing arm of A 	maximum 	of 
the 	Department 	of SI million 	was available, 
Housing. but funds would be draw-n 

The 	Commission 	has only as required. 
been 	absorbed 	into the Money has been spent 
Department of Housing, buying 	the 	property. 

The project was aimed developing 	internal 	roads 
at 	low-income 	familiet and 	the 	property's 
with 	an average weekly entrance 	on 	to 	Stoney 
income of $190 to form Chute 	Road, 	and 	redev- 
co-operative communities, eloping 	the 	original 
to develop rural 	property farmhouse 	as 	a 	corn- 
and 	to construct 	housing tousity centre. 
according to their needs. The 	proposed 	co-op- 

Funds 	for 	the 
erative 	was 	to apply 	for 

development, 	including • Continued Page 6 
building 	materials 	for 
housing, 	were 	to 	be • Consultant 	tells 	of 
provided 	as 	soon 	as 	a problems - Page 6 

The future of 21 
ta mules' is uncertain 
following the axing of 
State Goitrnrncnt funding 
for an experimeiital 
multiple occupancy at 
Wadesille, north of 
Lismore. 

A spokesman for the 
Minister for Housing. Mr 
Schipp, said the 
Department of Housing 
had recormcnded that 
the. Sl-miilion project be 
stopped. 

"The idea for the 
project had been approved 
by the previous Gov-
ernment, but no approvals 
for loans or building had 
been giver," the spokes-
man said. 

The Minister felt it 
was not an appropriate 
development for the 
Govcrnment to be in-
volved with. 

"The people involved 
were splintering into 
dilfercnt groups and could 
not get along. 

lIe said said that the 
project s.ould be wound 
up. but did not know what 
would happen to the 
SISOMOO property. 

The spokesman was not 
aware that temporary 
building approvals had 
been graned for a 
number of sites on the 
property by the Kyogle 
Shire Council, and that 
building had started on a 
number of horses. 

I Ic said the dcpartnicn 
and the families would 
have to negotiate any 
compensation claims for 
any buildings. 

"They are cniiticd to 
apply for housing loans 
from the Government. 
Some of them might 
group together and try to 
buy the property,' he 
said. 

Last year. while in 

• From Page / 
28 Government loans to 
build houses worth 
S45.000 each, and to 
repay the money as a 
mortgage. 

It was planned that 
repayments would have 
been generally limited to 
27 percent of household 
income. 

A commitiec consisting 
of two representatives 
from the Department of 
Housing, an esecutive 
member of the Rural 
Resettlement Task Force, 
two members of the 
co-operative and a 
developntent officer was 
to be formed to ad-
minisier the project. 

A $500 initial paYment 
from each household was 
required as soon as they 
were accepted into the 
co-operative. 

After three years of 
membership, anyone 
choosing to leave would 
have been entitled to 
receive payment for their 
shares in the co-operative. 

The payment would 
cover any equity they had 
contributed through loan 
repayments and the value 
added to their dwellings 
by their labour. 

Last year, the Liberal 
Party claimed in the 
Parliament that the ALP 
Government had bull-

dozed plans for the 
project through the 

A conssltaii( who helped 
set up the Wades ille 
multiple-occupancy pro-
ject, Mr Dudley Leggctt, 
is disappointed that the 
Gosernntent has stopped 
funding (he project, 

Mr Leggett said the 
families involved in the 
housing experiment had 
been anxious about site 
future of the project since 
the State elections which 
ssvept the Coalition to 
power this year. 

"The Coalition has 
never been s)mpathetic to 
the niultiple-occupancy 
concept," he said. 

"There was mixed 
reaction (0 the decision. 
The members were 
disappointed that the 
Wadeville project has 
ended, but happy they still 
are going to be offered 
Affordable blousing 
loans." 

Mr Leggeit said that 
the project had been 
disrupted by some internal 
disputes. 

"The biggest problem 
was partly because of the 
new Government policy 
that all the lard was to be 

held in total by the 
co-operative," lie said, 

If it had allowed 
people to start building 
when they Iirst arrived, it 
would have cas,d the 
tensions. 

It was hard getting 28 
families together for such 
a length of time, living in 
cnsporary dwellings 

without (lie security of 
knowiitg if the project 
isould go ahead. 

"By building in stages, 
some of the tensions and 
problems ivould not have 
happened." 

Mr Leggett said it 
appeared the Government 
was trying to wash its 
hands of the project and 
place the burden back on 
the families. 

"It is prepared to offer 
the Affordable Home 
Loans and negotiate with 
the families to take over 
the project and carry on 
ss ithout Government 
input," he said. 

"It is certainly viable 
for the families to try (0 

buy the property and 
carry on." 

Mr Lcggett said he had 
started negotiations with 
the Department of 
llousing to compensate 
the diposscssed families. 

"The least we would 
want is access to the 
low-interest Government 
housing loans and the 
choice to pay for this 
property or all alternatis'e 
property," he said. 

Mr Leggett said that 
coverage of the project 
this week by a metrop-
olitan television program 
had appalled the 
Wadeville community. 

"It was a gross 
distortion and deliberately 
biased to create a bad' 
image and has angered a 
large section of the 
community," he said. 

"U was particrrla 
unfair to me, and I 
considering legal action. 

Opposition, the Liberal 
Party branded the project 
as 'a SI million hippy 
resort' and accused the 
then Minister for 
Environment and Plan-
ning. Mr Carr, and the 
Minister for housing, Mr 
Walker, of manipulating 
planning and funding to 
support their 'experiment 
in soeial engineering'. 

Under the plan, the 
cooperative was to be in 
total control of the project 
and would apply to the 
Govcrnment for approv-
als. 

The co-operative had 
not been formed because 
only 21 of the 28 families 
had moved on to the 
property. 

The project was the 
first co-operative land 
settlement project in New 
South \Vales with 
flnancial assistance from 
the Government. 

It was established as a 
pilot scheme by the North 
Coast-based Rural Re-
settlement Task Force and 

Kyoghc council and had 
overturned many of the 
council - imposed 
development conditions. 

It also claimed in the 
Parliansent that the 
project had developed into 
a 'gravy train' for 
department-paid consult-
ants and that an ALP 
supporter had made a 
small fortune when the 
project bought a property 
in Stone)' Chute Road, 
\Vadeville. 

Late last month, the 
Kyoglc Shire Council 
wrote to the Department 
of blousing asking for 
urgent talks on the 
property because of 
concerns about health 
issues. 

The council's chief 

planner, Mr P Knight, 
said there was a lack of 
adequate personal 
washing, garbage and 
toilet facilities, and 
development had been 
haphazard and dish not 
comply with detailed 
plans approved by the 
council. 

Mr Knight said threais 
by the council to demolish 
the temporary structures 
was used to underline the 
seriousness of the issue, 
and to encourage some 
action from the depart-
nien t. 

He said thetemporary 
structures were becoming 
'too permanent', and that 
the temporary phase of 
the development had been 
going on for too long. 



Housing project axed 

L 1"' 

tells of  
 Wadeville  

problems 

The future of 21 
families' is uncertain 
following the axing of 
Stale Cosernnsent funding 
for an experimental 
multiple occupancy at 
Wadi'sille, north of 
Lismore. 

A spokesman for the 
Minister for Housing. Mr 
Schipp, said the 
Department of Housing 
had recommended that 
the SI-million project be 
stopped. 

"The idea for the 

Eroject had been approved 
y the previous Gov-

ernment, but no approvals 
for loans or building had 
been given," the spokes-
man said. 

"The Minister felt it 
was not an appropriate 
development for the 
Government to be in-
volved with. 

"The people involved 
were splintering into 
different groups and could 
notget along." 

He said said that the 
project would be wound 
up. but did not know what 
would happen to the 
SI 80,000 property. 

The spokesman was not 
aware that temporary 
building approvals had 
been granted for a 
number of Sites on the 
property by the Kyogle 
Shire Council, and that 
building had started on a 
number of homes. 

He said the department 
and the families would 
have to negotiate any 
compensation claims for 
any buildings. 

'They are entitled to 
apply for housing loans 
from the Government. 
Some of them might 
group together and try to 
buy the property." he 
said. 

Last rear, while in 

Opposition, the Liberal 
Party branded the project 
as 'a SI million hippy 	 - 
resort' and accused the 

fling, Mr Carr, and the 
Minister for 
Walker,of manipulating AXE planning and funding to 
support their 'experiment 
in social engineering'. 

d 	th 	I' 	h 	
the Land Commission of co-operative of 28 suitable 

co-opeive va 	b 	
New South Wales, which households was formed. 

total control of the project was the marketing arm of 
	A 	maximum 	of 

and would apply to the 	
e 	Department 	of SI million was available, 

Government for approv- 	
ousing. 	 but funds would be drawn 

als. 	
e s..ommtsSion has only as required. 

The co-operative had been absorbed into
,  the 	Money has been spent 

not been formed because 	
cpartment of 1-lousing, 	buying the property, 

only 21 of the 28 familiesThe project was aimed developing internal roads 
had moved on to the at low-income families and 	the 	property's 
property, with an average weekly entrance on to Stoney 

The project was the income of S190 to form Chute Road, and rcdev-
first co-operative land co-operative communities, eloping the original 
setticitient project in New to develop rural property farmhouse as a corn-
South Wales with and to construct housitig munhty centre, 

financial assistance from according to their needs. 
	The proposed co'op- 

the Government. 	 Funds 	for 	
the erative was to apply for 

It was established as a development, including 	• Continued Pag e 6 
pilot scheme by the North building materials for  
Coast-based Rural Re- housing, were to be 0 Consultant tells of 

settlement Task Force and provided as soon as a 	problems - Page 6 

• From Page 1 
28 Goversment loans to 
build houses worth 
545,000 each, and to 
repay the money as a 
mortgage. 

It was planned that 
repayments would have 
been generally limited to 
27 percent of household 
income. 

A committee consisting 
of two representatives 
from the Department of 
I-lousing, an executive 
member of the Rural 
Resettlement Task Force, 
two members of the 
co-operative and a 
development officer was 
to be formed to ad-
minister the project. 

A $500 initial payment 
from each household was 
required as soon as they 
were accepted into the 
co-operative. 

After three years of 
membership, anyone 
choosing to leave would 
have been entitled to 
receive payment for their 
shares in the co-operative. 

The paynsent would 
cover any equity they had 
contributed through loan 
repayments and the value 
added to their dwellings 
by their labour. 

E.ast year, the Liberal 
Party claimed in the 
Parliament that the ALP 
Government had bull-

dozed plans for the 
project through the 

A consultant who helped 
set up the Wudesille 
niultiple-occupaney pro-
ject, Mr 1)udle' Lcggctt, 
is disappointed that the 
Gciiernmcnt has stopped 
fuitding the project. 

Mr 1.eggett said the 
families involved in the 
housing experiment had 
been anxious about the 
future of the project since 
the State elections which 
swept the Coalition to 
power this year. 

"The Coalition has 
never been sympathetic to 
the nsultiple-occupancy 
concept," he said. 

"There was mixed 
reaction to the decision. 
The members were 
disappointed that the 
Wadeville project has 
ended, but happy they still 
are going to be offered 
Affordable Housing 
loans," 

Mr Leggett said that 
the project had been 
disrupted by some internal 
disputes. 

"The biggest problem 
was partly because of the 
new Government policy 
that all the land was to be 

held - in total by the 
co-operative," he said. 

"If it had allowed 
people to start building 
when they first arrived, it 
would have eased the 
tensions. 

"It was hard getting 28 
families together for such 
a length of time, living in 
temporary dwellings 
svithout the security of 
knowing if the project 
would go ahead. 

"By building in stages, 
some of the tensions and 
problems would not have 
happened." 

Mr Leggett said it 
appeared the Government 
was trying to wash its 
hands of the project and 
place the burden back on 
the families. 

"It is prepared to offer 
the Affordable Home 
Loans and negotiate with 
the families to take over 
the project and carry on 
without Government 
input," he said. 

"It is certainly viable 
for the families to try to 
buy the property and 
carry on." 

Mr Leggett said he had 
started negotiations with 
the Department of 
I lousing to compensate 
the dispossessed families. 

"The least we would 
want is access to the 
low-interest Government 
housing loans and the 
choice to pay for this 
property or an alternative 
property," he said. 

Mr Leggett said that 
coverage of the project 
this week by a metrop-
olitan television program 
had appalled the 
\Vadeville comniunity. 

"It was a gross 

distortion and deliberately 
biased to create a bad' 
image and has angered a 
large section of the 
community," he said. 

"It was particularly 
unfair to me, and I am 
considering legal action." 

Kyogle council and had 
overturned many of the 
council - imposed 
development conditions. 

It also claimed in the 
Parliansent that the 
project had developed into 
a 'gravy train' for 
department-paid consult-
ants and that an ALP 
supporter had made a 
small fortune when the 
project bought a property 
in Stoney Chute Road, 
Wadeville. 

Late last month, the 
Kyogle Shire Council 
wrote to the Dcpartnsent 
of Housing asking for 
urgent talks on the 
property because of 
concerns about health 
issues. 

The council's chief 

planner, Mr P Knight, 
said there was a lack of 
adequate personal 
washing, garbage and 
toilet facilities, and 
development had been 
haphazard and did not 
comply with detailed 
plans approved by the 
council. 

Mr Knight said threats 
by the council to demolish 
the temporary structures 
was used to underline the 
seriousness of the issue, 
and to encourage some 
action frons the depart-
ment. 

He said the temporary 
structures were becoming 
'too permanent', and that 
the temporary phase of 
the development had been 
going on for too long. 



PILOT 
FliCES k 

The future of the 
Wadeille pilot multiple- 

' occupancy development, 
north of Kyogle, appears 
to be in doubt. 

Last June, a spokesman 
for the Minister for 
Housing. Mr Schipp. 
announced that the 
Department of Ilousing 
had recommended that 
the $1 -million project be 
stopped. 

An announcement also 
was made on national 
television that the project 
would be axed. 

But two months later, 
the Kyogle Shire Council 
as received no written 
n formation from the 
state Government inform-
ngit of the future of the 
project. 

Now, the council has 
resolved to inform the 
Minister for Housing that 
it recommends that the 
development be stopped. 

Mr Schipp also will 
receive a map of the 
on-site development, a 
letter from the 
Department of Health, 
the original development 
application and the 
conditions of consent. 

A letter received by the 
council from the 
Department of Environ-
nient and Planning which 
omitted half of the 
conditions of consent also 
will be forwarded. 

TV report 
A national television 

report on the \Vadcville 
development also will be 
sent to the Minister. 

The report was shown 
on the Nine Network's 
Midday Show. 

At the council's latest 
meeting, 	it 	received 
several items of 
correspondence relating to 
the development. 

These included a letter 
from the Department of 
Health outlining inad-
equate sanitary and health 

• Continued Page 5 
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Local councils 
urged 

to relax 
building codes 

.'t relaxation in local government standards would help 
ease (lie rental accommodation crisis in Northern Nov 
South %'ales, according to a real estate industry leader. 

The president of the Real Fstate institute of New 
South Wales, Mr Robert i3evan, said that a shortage of 
affordable rental accommodation was forcing local real 
estate agents to turn awav large numbers of people 
looking for shelter. 

"Municipal aldermen and shire councillors need to 
ignore the pressure groups and support urban 
consolidation." he said. 

"This could be done by increasing the percentage of 
land ioncd for medium-density housing and by 
rcvie ing current restrictive town planning standards 
applying to this type of development, 

"We must get back to the basics of housing people in 
well-designed aesthetically-pleasing medium-density 
accomnioda t ion. 

"We are not advocating the building of slums." 
Mr Bevan said that the return on investment for 

developers of rental accommodation was loer. as 
tenants were unable to pay high rents. 

"These people would be happy to share laundries and 
would settle for off-street parking rather than the more 
expensive alternative of undercover parking." he said. 

Mr Bevan called for shire and councils to speed up 
the processing of certificates necessary for the buying 
and selling of property. 

He said that Richmond River Shire Council and 
Byron Shire Council were taking 10 and 14 days 
respectively to supply the certificates. 

"Long delays to supply these certificates are 
unacceptable and frustrate the smooth operation of the 
new conveyancing laws. Delays add to the cost of 
buying or selling a home and the consumer bears the 
cost," lie said. 



Multiple occupancy faces axe 
• From Page 1 

conditions and a letter 
from the Minister for 
Housing asking for a 
report on the divergences 
From the original 
development approval. 

There also was a letter 
from a consultant for the 
project, Mr l)udlcy 
Leggett, counterino as-
sertions that unauthorised 
development had occur-
red. 

A letter also was 
received from a young 
family which participated 
in the development and 
outlined its experiences. 

There also was a 
request from a group of 
participants in the project 
wanting a meeting with 
the council to discuss the 
future of the development. 

The Shire President, Cr 
David Lovell, said the 
council believed it was 
inappropriate that the 
project should continue. 

Cr Lovell said the 
project had not developed 
as had been indicated in  

the original development 
application and was 
unlikely to return to its 
original concept. 

He 	said 	t h e 
development should cease. 

The kindest thing to 
say about the development 
is that it just did not 
work," Cr Lovell said. 

The shire engineer, Mr 
Patrick Knight, said the 
development had not 
achieved its aims and 
objectives and appeared to 
be a failure. 

Mr Knight said the 
development had a history 
dating back to 1984 when 
the representatives of the 
l.and Commission came 
to Kyogle Shire to inspect 
land suitable for the 
development of a pilot 
multiple-occupancy pro-
ject. 

At that time, the 
Kyogle council was 
preparing a local 
environment plan to 
enable multiple occupancy 
within the shire. 

The Land Commission 
found suitable land at 

Unumgar and began 
negotiations for its 
Purchase. 

In the meantime, the 
Kyogle council held 
meetings throughout the 
shire to gauge public 
opinion on the approval of 
multi plc occupancy 
throughout the shire. 

Mr Knight said that 
following the public 
meetings. it was apparent 
that many people did not 
want multiple occupancy 
throughout the shire. 

The 	council 	then 
prepared a plan that 
allowed multiple-
occupancy development in 
a part of the shire that 
was in the former Terania 
Shire area. 

The land at Uriumgar 
was not in the area 
approved for multiple 
occupancy and the Land 
Commission then pur-
chased 81 hectares at 
Wadeville. 

Mr Knight said a 
development application 
was lodged in 1985 and 
when advertised by the  

council, 	it 	received 
numerous objections. 

He said development 
consent was given, with 
more than 30 conditions. 

The consent then was 
sent to the then Minister 
for 1-lousing and the 
number of conditions was 
halved. 

The 	project 	was 
established as a pilot 
scheme by the North 
Coast-based Rural 
Resettlement Task Force 
and the Land Commission 
of New South Wales. 

The Commission was 
absorbed into the 
Department of Housing. 

The project was aimed 
at low-income families 
with an average weekly 
income of $190 to form 
co-operative communities,  

to develop rural properties 
and to construct housing 
according to their needs. 

Funds for the 
development, including 
building materials for 
housing, were to be 
provided as soon as a 
co-operative of 28 suitable 
households was formed. 

A maximum $I million 
was available, but funds 
were to be drawn only,  as 
required. 

Under the plan, the 
co-operative was to be in 
total control of the project 
and would apply to the 
Government for approv-
als. 

The co-operative was 
not formed because only 
21 of the 28 families had 
moved on to the property. 
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One of the longest-running multiple occupancies in the 
area is an intentional' community near The Channon. 
(Intentional communities are close-knit, and operate alng 
the lines of a traditional extended family.) 

the Cottimunit', begait about the time of the Aquarius Fcstivt I in 
1973. the festival was a ineetin)t place for voting md old caught up b) the 
I error of the begin itt ng of I lie alternative movement. 

'I hey on a nied to escape 	Each ft mit) grou t ing 
he dehuma nised cit len to has tin ing quarters on thin 

The second in a weekly series by KEVIN 	 hint a simpler, ics'.- easy reach of the cent-c so 
cliii Icred lifestyle closer to ties can use the coumnion CORCORAN on the bold social experiment 	

tire 	 fai'lities 
of multiple occupancy living 	 [lie eupliiiricatnini'.. 	At the end of each day. 

rtierc of the festival 	all nienibers tneet at the 
which attracted about farmhouse to shara a 
10.000. was the birthplace meal. svhich they take 1 of the modern multiple turns in preparing. 
miccup.incics. 	 The community is 

III the past 1 5 years governed by cmmnccnsivs; a Wouldn't you rather choose iiuli pIe miccutiaticies  have sort of nit ni -gsverntlent 
changed 	I rout 	t tic invobvmiig all the titenibers. 
I 9(iII'.-st yle coin mi tie. 	Once a week, alter t lie the way you earXLyourinterest? I lie settle linen Is toml.iy corn nun a I nica I • t lie 
range from a group who members plot an agenda 

 want 	to 	for in 	a for the ned sncek. 
v.,iiuhiuii.i y 	to pusititu 	iiO 	 incY 	organisc 	irore 
stint a place of their tins n 	days. 	a nil 	each 	Saturday  
at the lowest cost, 	 morning 	is 	dv'voied 	to 

The 	tile iii hers 	of 	t tic 	worki tip in the contittilnity 
'-.. ciiilmninnuiS 	near 	1 lie 	garilens and 	mirchards 

('Im.mnni,n 	nets' 	willing 	iii 	1 lie 	uiecimn)'S 	also 	are 
-- 	. talk 	about 	t mci r 	usml to settle disputes 	set 

. 	
.' ,rcluevciiieitts, but did not 	objectives, give suppoit to 

n,aiit to be identified, 	cacti 	oilier, 	and 	keep 	the 
the eight adults on the 	cotriniunily 	together 	.s 	a 

.itvindoned 	llt(i lii 	d.iirv 	unit 
., Ii rut 	ca inc 	together 	in 	in 	help 	settle 	inie 'nat 

1971,. 	 problems 	the 	inetmibers 
It 	mias started by three 	attend 	consciousitcss- 

individuals 	as 	a 	social 	raising 	and 	problem. 
xperiioeirt 	that 	was 	to 	solving courses. 

espliire 	hotter 	stats 	of 	ltehi're 	a 	person 	:an 
lining 	tiigetlier, 	and 	snitli 	join 	they 	have 	its stay six 
the euvirimntnent. 	 niontli, 	to 	uuder'.t:ind - A1i It 	n.is set up as a place 	stliat 	they 	are 	getting 
hit 	sciiiilil 	bi 	ti:ir,oiinmsiis 	inoii)veit 	in 	.ini) 	lion, 	it 

'C enuininnivnt.itl, 	in(l 	timtei.m)es 
intiulit' ctcatc 	a 	sharing 	If the) 	like 	mihat 	they 
and caring cornniunits . 	see.anmi 	.i re 	pretrirec 	to 

I. T lie[tics, 	of 	t lie 	meet 	the 	rei1u irenrent, 	of 
iopi i) 	is 	a 	large 	the 	conuinuniiy, 	they can 

'. 	,. far in liii ii'. e 	a rid 	tin)' 	shares 	in 	I lie 
c(ittittunit) 	centre, 	built 	coniitoiititv. 
trout recs cled materials. 	n 	port ion of the ntiiey 

Most 	of 	the 	mi nape. 	pa ut I or t lie shia res reçmys 
nieni 	and 	otiv'ratoin.it 	tI iv' 	orii',inat 	cost 	of 	the .t 	 ,4o.'t- ilocisoiris 	ito 	taken 	in 	tIme 	itipo ii'. 	a nit 	any 	,te- 
cotniiinniiy Cenire. 	 vehi'pioent 	that 	has 	been 
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Return your home to its 
original beauty... 

R. J. Davis Painting Services is now in Lismor 
and offers these introductory specials — 

• Roof re-sprays • Exterior wealhsrlioaril, fibro, 
from $250 etc. from $1250 

• Exterior brick  
nd titles guUei I. canes, 

tasciii.s, iloii ii 	p1pes. etc. 

- 	0 

3beilrortnt 	 V 	' 
huilnes front $800 	

li 	mThcil 

:c 	 liT I!t 
3 

tie N,. 0455 

TI IF ('honn ' 	
AW 

 on 	ulIe., niir(h of I 'isninre, ia', Iiecon,e  
focal point for the neis vi aic of settkrs wIn are 

turning to multiple oct'iipancies. Nl:iny of tim area's 
marois haie been liiinglit li 	(lie Iii'O si-tiler', an d 
redcielopd to eool,li',li ii lilesta Ic eni ironoirutalli 

liar ninoi ius. 

From the beginninq 1/tore has 
been a principle that no permanent 

resident is on the dole 

done. 	The 	rest 	giscs I Ciii lied 	ii 	multiple 
towards 	future 	ile- occup.incies 	by 	the 
neioptncnts traditional 	Iarniing 

If a 	person leaves they coiirntnnity, 
arc 	not 	paid 	for 	their 1 here is a move to Start 
buildings or their ultare in noire 	iuciiore.gv'iier.i 	tug 
the trust. activities on 	the 	rropct i. 

An 	encha iigc 	of cash and 	t lid r 	work 	his 	paid 
for assets ni.iy take place off. 
should ihi.v occur. Ilv 	lining 	on 	the 

The 	cuiniuriunity 	feels produce 	(rout 	tie 
(hat, 	because 	nienibcrs negcta hI e 	pa rdc ns, 
cannot 	sell 	t heir 	shares orcha rds 	and 	ula ira 	herd 
there 	is 	an 	incentive 	to they 	have 	reduced 	their 
make 	I lie 	corn it Unity ltvrnp CoSts to a bout $2 S  a 
work. vveek for each adult 

There 	is 	an 	incentive I rorii 	t lie 	bcgi ii ning 
for members 	to coitinotit there has been a Principle 
and 	work 	through that no one be reliant on 
problems, and joitt in the it nein liloynicot 	benefits, 
running 	of 	the attul 	rio 	perrruattcnt 
community resident is on the dole. 

The propertY is held in Mciii bers 	of 	the 
a 	trust 	on 	behalf of 	all comm uiui t y can 	work 	is 
metn bees, 	and 	the the 	g.trdens, 	orchards, or 
ma nagente si 	is 	sit :i red with the dam1 	lrcril to get 
equally by all mcnuber. moncy 	t h rang Ii 	a 

A meutibcr nias choose voluntary purse system. 
a site for a house 	but the 1 lie systent operates so 
Commnit y ittust agree on that 	people 	who 	siork 
this before 	build iog can outs iile 	t lie 	conriti u iii t y 
start. coot pe isa Ic 	nue to hers 

The 	sites 	ummust 	Ire contributing 	more 	work 
within 	council-approved on the property. 
zones, 	and 	all 	buildings They 	(ccl 	that 	those 
(OUst 	us cci 	coo itc ii who work irff I lie p,pertv 
standards. do not put as touch 	effort 

Individuals do not have into projects, so oioitev is 
a 	separate 	hold 	or 	legal put aside by (bent for the 
title over the land. usc 	of 	the 	ot tiers 

People 	certainly 	viould alitiost like a wage. 
not 	join 	this 	type 	of In 	theory, 	a 	rneitibcr 
coinniunity 	to 	get 	cheap could use the land to try 
housing. to 	titake a 	living, 	a 	forni 

The 	commument 	to of 	prinatisatton 	of 	the 
sharing 	-- 	in 	the land. 
experiment 	and 	lifestyle \Vith the permission of 

is mitre irnpoi taut, other nteinbcrs thea could 
In 	a 	SIC p 	towards Start 	a 	vegetable 	g.tnlen 

self. reltaitce 	t lie anti sell the pnuoluce Ii) get 
cottttoti imity 	his 	dcselirpcd in 	incirnie. 
orchards a id gardens, and This 	ha 	rot 	tittppencd, 
a 	pure-bred Jersey herd nt;tinly 	bcc:iuse 	the 
for dairy prisluets. •iniount of work 	involved 

It 	originally 	was does 	not 	makc 	the 
intended 	to 	usethe operation viable. 
property 	to 	provide 'lire citinnuuiunity is not a 
employment 	for 	all retreat 	from tcchiiiilrigv. 
inetiibcrs. They 	are 	bleiruhing 	the 

'[hey nios'ed assay from betiel its 	of 	technology, 
this because people chose such 	as 	cotir pu lers 	a rid 
not 	to he so 	isoh;i(uid, 	,iirui solar 	panels 	svrntr 
to interact vi ith the luger Itydnur-elect  nutS 	.i id 
Comniunuty. coittposttng 	toilets. 

A 	nuttihier 	of nictnbers I iso 	It on s Cs 	a Ce 
have 	part - time 	em pioy- p0 we neil 	by 	hydra. 
nierut, 	mainly 	in 	the eleCtricity. 
service 	a teas 	a nil 	in 1 Ins 	cittri utu in ty, 	a nil 
education, Lilti liettl, 	are 	run 	by 	all 

The members scoff at the 	incnibets 	bciir1' 
claittts 	that 	they 	are involved 	in 	oiakrng 
hoc king 	up 	the 	lut nd, 	a dccisiirns 	- ' 	gos'cr urtire ri 
cia ins 	that 	has 	been by COnSensus. 
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ALL ITEMS ON SALE UNTIL AUGUST 27TH WHILE STOCKS LAST! 
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illitield multiple occupancy members 

 

	

third in a 	
were 	 .: 

weekly series 
ble everything. 

- 

by KEVIN 	 v ra, 
north 	i 

	

on 	, h.tseereitcd a uit1crct 	onomtc and value 	 -- 	 - 	 - 	 ' 	 •' ' 	
3' 4. 

	

a bold Soc al 	T er 	i dilt rvnt pvc tton _bout icon 	aid 	 1 ' 
nan \v,s,dtoru  

	

experiment. 	 annot see itioncy chanizine ilanOs  ' 
	fl__ 	 I 	 • 	 : : 	 - -I 	 - 

	

- 	 - 	 - 	• 	' 	- -. 	 S iS '--"' 	 - 

This week: 	 Ce sour cssn house and 	 - 	 •-wff" 	- 	
1 

Lillitield 	
ur tt iotli 
	'or it. but ou gas sh 

sur inte'U ci money. 
 

Icr 5 usband. Rex. chipped in: "lnste:td of painp a 
 

der O() 	eeL to build a house you ire paying  

not 	

tt 	t 	r 	o  lI 

 

	

nd er ices front thi. 	 Al 	 E, avo 

larger cOmmunity 	
their 	

V L \Ioyes. .ind daughters ( uliex and lauren tuisidv bye pit ills -built house n he 	lifts Id ( o fliuflhti 

ciirnmunhty ventures - create our osso jobs, either 	
here 'o ic obioctise ci 

such is smalicropptng .ind sees icing the gross tug 	 I feel quite missionary 	multiple occupancies. Ti, 

	

general store-cale-cratt contmunttics or as a corn- 	
be economicalty viable. 

shop - will crcatc obs munitv in an agricultural 	
auou I LI IS way Ot 	 While the 'itcinbers do 

and pa> for equipment senture 	 life ... a lot of our 	 not believe they esr will 

and stock. 	 The comnaunttv's hones 	
be totally self-sufficient. 

	

The income from the to sell its arts and emits, 	
members were materially 	thcy hope to recuce their 

ventures ivill be used to and surplus produce 	comfortable with good 	
living costs by growing 
segetables. farming and 

gas community members through the general store.  

for work such as slashing it also would serve as 
jobs, but chose a better through craft works 

and lcncinc 	 coffee shop and infurmit- 	lifestyle where they felt 	
They include clectri- 

In this was' they hope to non centre for 	
. 	 ctans, buil cr5. a doctor. 

reduce running osts and 	Other surplus produce 	
more in control 	 tn accoi,ntant. dairy 

dependency on outside 'sill be sold through out- 	 — tounder Andrew Buchanan farmer.
,  otrector of an 

forces, and provide hirntted lets such as the Kvogle 	
Australian fashon corn- 

employntent for the corn- Organic Growers, and cupancy spectrum. 	r,als they choose, and to an and the directo 
01

an 
rtiuflitV. 	 they also hope to tap into 	When a person buys plant gardens and or- 	

tn ai 	e 

	

And they hope the corn- the espanding naturopath shares in it they are eni- chards. 	
C C P 

munity will he able to of- inuustry in Australia. 	tied to a pee-determined. 	But they must conform 	T 	 d 

icr inanctal help when 	A part of the long-term tsso-hectare house site. All to a group phtiosophv, thescsktilswtth others 

members reed it. 	 plan is to develop waiktng the sites Were surveyed which includes organic 	The tr 'mbers it I ill'- 
"There is plenty of land tracks linked to neigh' when the property was farming Ino chemicals) Pield attend problem-sole- 

to go into whatever agri- bouring communities, and developed as a multiple and land use, 	 log courses and meet reg- 
cultural pursuits sse a guesthousc to be used occupancy by its founder. 	They have the exclusive uhirlv In this way they 

scant." l)avc !cloyes said, 	by the community and Andrew Buchanan. 	use of the house vite, but hope to be able to discuss 

We are not going to visitors. 	 The member is free to cannot fence the area to and solve any internal 

lock up the land and take 	Lillif'teld is about half- build anywhere on the keep others Out. 	 obler' 

it out of production. 	scay along the multiple sc- land with whatever mate- 	They are trying to ad- ' ntitued - 'esl page 

e can share the costs  
of establishing and nun- 
taming a farns and share - 	 - 	 - 

the profits. 
But our farming will 

be ittore labour-intensive. 
We dust see oursels'es its 
different front the rest of 
.-ustrahia: we attend prog-
ress assocation meetings 
to take part in developing 
the ,irca. 

'We arc thinking 20 to 
30 sears ahead, and plant-
tug trees that can be hoe' 
vested in the future," 

His wife, Val, said: "It 
isso far away from em' 
ployment that we had to 



- 
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lilt 	inn 	I mum 	tim, 	il,,nr-s 	hmnnn,'ni' 	Ins'sI'.innt' 	'm m  
I_iltihir-Ivi I nnini,rininnits Immisrtrds jibe kmmnrh, ,\lir-a of the 

eurrrumnnrmniit% Inunrt is a rehitreslt'd dairy (anti. 

F runt prer bus page '- 	
''" dci 	if .r errOrmuntis I hes 	u mid 	not 	be 	here 

It 	is 	run 	hr 	afl 

r7-71 

"I 	thought i coirrnruni- unksc 	they 	u;inied 	this 
mcnrbers being 	iii olved in 5515 	'r 	Comitrunc. 	like way of ii1c 	Mr fluchan- 
the decision-rn 	krrru 	(  ' 	 'b cornet ii n g 	out 	of 	tIre an said. 
eminent 	b> 	n-ri, 1960S 	is 	seen 	on 	dcvi- "1 hey Carl live here and 

I he communii y makes stun, 	he said still 	have 	a 	job 	in 	tOss ty 
decisions 	i n 	its ucli 	the 
carrie iriy as iii 	iritenititifl- F 	's-- 	 '' - 

'Cisnirnurics is crc a 	rc- 
but 

they do not have to ticvotc 

a I 	cciii mu ni ts . 	 csecpt 	it  

act i on 	to ,  the 	tries. 
minnusunitrec W i ll 	List 	into 

ill 	their 	time 	to the cnn- 
onunity or being sell-sulli- 

holds rrroothly meetings 
Most oft Ire ur.r I tern dis' 

- 	 •. - A 

/ 
the Iriture 

Mr 	Itimchan'rn 	likens 	it 
dent. 

lies' vi mild 	take iitlien 

	

Id 	liar 	been cussed 	vs on 	e . 	
" - 	 - - 	- ' - • 

' 
to a tradrironat 	Ivumopean 
5 illt5C. 

resport ci hi lities 	such 	as 
discussed 	Ire-dy dii ,r 	 ring - 	 i 	 •_ 	S_ nra iota sing 	roads 	arid 
is ork 	or nocr.ills 

Tliet- 	plarr evr'rittrivmnt "en- 

. 	 . 	.i5 	\ 	 - 	m. 	: 	
, 

- 	 .4 	. C 
'La e h 	trre rrr her 	has 

i heir 	own 	hoitre 	anti 	en- 
cirinmisni areas, or real for- 
esi at ion 	or 	riev'eliipi up 

lures, 	rrorkria>s. 	rrr:rrtrte-  - ctin-.rre 	use 	of 	their 	land, oilier 	corinmrriinity 	ideals. 
ni nec 	is vmrk rug 	tsees 	rind 'i- 	 - 	 . 	. 	' 	

, 	.3—  but 	t lies 	all 	mntm 	a 	larger "Ito t these treviple u on Id 
inttrrirtiral 	dcii 	for dcccl- ' 	

' ciilerprrsc 	'rhicli 	provides not expect to receive any- 

The 	meetings 	are 	for- 

oprrscnt.  o; ' 	- 	- . - 
the ecoiioittic stability 	for 
the s il l.lge 

thing front the other seti. 
tiircs. 

tral 	muir art elected clr.r,r .  
_ 

'a 	 - 	
. 

"' tiers 	rrierrrirers 	arc 	in-  If 	we 	cart 	achieve - 

trait and secret.irr 
- _. 

 trod riced 	lu rung 	a 	v srI, Ii na rrcta I 	sIn brlr lv 	then 
The 	constttunmts. 	near '- 	- 	

'-. 	-:- - and 	tlten 	during 	.1 	cix- there will 	be ctnptoynrenr 
Lillian 	Rock. 	55 .rc 	esta b- - 	 t 	 0 	 0., 	'. 	- 	0  trroirth 	stas 	cart 	gr.t 	tIre .r nd 	c agatn 	reduce our 
Irsherl 	as 	a 	tic r 	i j.  levI of 	hit it is irs i np to depen I 	nr.s on siicicts 	for 
lagc. . '- 	- 	- 	 . , achier e jolis. 

	

Fh 	2 	f 

	

e1 	I 	Sha 	ornier - 	- 	 '• 	 - 	 -''' 	
-. I 

n 
here 	is 	rio 	cnmnrprniic. Li.ivid 	Moyes 	left 	Iris 

dir 
- 	

mt will stilt 	rt 	tO 
- 	-- 	-' 	' 

'. 
tiorn 	on 	people 	to 	fit 	in. Victmrrvin 	hoirre 	because 

0 	'ir 	I ten. 	ire Members do ti t 	hi i. to he 	is 	iliss,tisftr.d 	s 	nh 

20 •,_ 	,, 	 ,_o' 
_il" 	 ,n. 	- 0 , 	 ' 	 , - 

l is 	god 	md 	select 	or lie 	hf 	tyIc 

About 	80 lii 	has screen 	new trictribers. •A c 	wanted 	to 	gel 
divid 	 h- 
sites 	and 	th e re 	is 	:if,, ) 

- - 	-- 	 -'. 	'. 	-1 	. 	 - 

	

_. 	-- 
"Those nut of step 'nih 

lie 	ide'nls 	d 	not 	jun 	C 
assay front htavitrg no con- 
tr 	I mm our crtsironnuvnit 

critinrillrnuif 	
nm 	. 

	

- 	?.' 	-- 	 's 	- 	-. 	 — 

/ 	I 	- 	 ;:s...:':_' 	
— 

1°'  

nsu.rilv 	le.trc 
far 	t hr 	in 	viii  ci 

and 	pursue 	rnrrr 	owir 	life' 
ciii 	h 	'rid 

1 he cxmnintunity s ni.ihnr 
: 	 ',' 

line 	left ..'roil 	oifercrh 	tIre 
cviitttttniiii s 	first riptii,mr on 

here sic can get array 
irons 	tIre 	ittortgape 	bell, 

ideals , arc 	to 	creare 	in 
ecologically 	Ira 

.. 	' 	-
.-", "-'-" 

ruins Inns  

their shares, arid the trap of keeping up 
If the conirrinnity does 'situ 	tIme next 	fatuity 

lifestyle, 	reafforestatrrin, •' 	- ' -; 	• , not 	rr.rnt 	to 	take 	up 	the  "Tie concept of a tout- 
unit 	the 	selective 	use 	nsf . 	 ~ ' 	.. 	 .' '. 	 - 	- 	a opium 	the 	rrrenuibers 	are tiphe 	ruccupaticy 	is 	that 
tccltrroinmg> 	, 	, 	- . 	 s 	. ., 	 - tree tin 	tiler tIre shares on pemrlc 	desire 	tin 	tire 	in 	a "I feel 	quite 	iittssion.ius ',, - 	- 	

- 	 - tIme ripen 	titarket. rural 	area 	these 	are 	a 
about 	this 	isa 	of 	life ' 	 ' 	 ' 	 ' 	°'- All 	intenibers 	who 	arc hors -cost 	alternalive 	t o 	a 
said Andrers hluchanair r 	ltI\ 	It rhtrumseit 	'stir us 	the grrrriinil 	pteprreiI 	for herring have been able to subdivision. 

'Aostrnlr's 	slrnnsirl 	he sin rttvrnrppisg. 	I Ire 	r 	,nn,unmniiits 	51 ,rlr'd 	a joint 	ririturi sell 	their 	shares 	on 	the "There is pit-or> nif lanrl 
prmnrnoring a ch_ni up pI ice tin 	grninn 	ass vhiiiins 	tm 	viii, 	ii- 	nit 	It 	plaits 	ru 	ilerelmip iii'arket. 	and 	have 	er-en to go into whir 	eser .igri_ to 	lire a 	Lunrir and gn 	ncr_rI s run 	to 	prnnnidr- i nrtlnhiisnueurI, and been 	resiardenl 	for 	the cinitvirai 	pursuits 	ri-c svarrt, "Vs e are rtcrcimipnnmg in a iiinniiv, 	for 	iiiennibxrs improvententS made. ritrl there are enriugh peo. 
planned 	sr a>', 	bcca rise 	ire 
thought it would be easier 

- 	 . 
Clrangenl 	 inrnirmniiins , 	tlret- 	mist 

-' I'coplc 	iran t 	to 	jrnin . pie to help 	ni he it is un, 

to have most ml tIre irdra- ''We'.irc 	,tit,iilii1' 	.s 	ns.niti,-rj 	iii 	live 	in 	aitenirn. 
ntrucnnre 	iii 	pi.ice 	before mire 	s'npi'rieiiveil 	isle,'' 	iiv 	intesi> he 	_inid 	"crc 
settlenment starteri. he said. 	 lurid 	vp 	for 	.i 	place 	is 	'i 

"Anti it was easier for a A 	lint 	of 	mr 	nrerr hcr,s 	price lrrackci 
dairy farm to get lo:rns to rs'cre 	ttiaiv-ri:rll 	conru(mntt- 	They 	ulid 	not 	cstsset 	to 
pay for the mit nil rleeelop. able 	vs it h 	grsirI 	iiibs. 	bitt 	bccsnrun astir e rnir.'rinliers in 
ment than for iticrirbers of drone - :t 	be tim 	Ii let- t ' Ic 	.r voiiiinrimnir c smr-rugera rise 
a rurnrlriple occupattcy." where 	tiny 	fr-it 	tsmiit 	I lie 	r lumpy-st 	shine- 

Mr 	llnrclranati 	53 j:d 	the comrtii-I 	
hrul.hei 	i 	Sy,mti 	firer . 	21. 

type 	sri 	persirir 	vlir,vctcil Nine 	or 	tire 	mimr'iid' 'is 	all 	vt 	_ira 	.ini, 	cm 	inn 	onrpr ,  
by' 	ntnitupie 	nmccup;inIv ic-s iran 	In'rkinip 	inur 	sv ch 	,i 	urfl 	vnstum 	ii 	Ins 	tire 

I I IF 	vmnnnmmnmnnniiis 	i vuntnr. 	a n d 	slrnrehmrmrnse inns 	hire 	hirs 	Inmnildinig 	sin 	hi- 	Irtmnhicnt,_ 	It 
houses 	I lie 	cirnmnmnmnrinity 	traitor 	mrnrl 	nni'rnnhers' ponsesinmtrs 	mm mile 	lIner 	hrold 	their 

In in rises. 
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"We can all be hippiva, no matter how old 
we aro. B 

 u 
 t we don't have to live in a bumpy 

oron a river hank. We have done that. 
Our alli, Ivs to the Itirid have not chanrted, 

but the way we qo about achievcicq our idialo 

hav," said Mr John Garbictt. opokesman for 

Billerr Cliffs. 30 kilornetres norlti•wesf of Lis-

more. 
The l,iiiiilies in the Ptllev (hits ir,iiliipt et tsecit t. in _ s  

aic Sc erocS'secirttrt ot' 	lie sittinititnitity it, pc'trs'r:il. 
rherc are eight 1,i,ctiliests tilt joils in Vis mo rc. three 

fanrilies on rIte .rge pcn'oit, .tiiii 1_iciweert lit inst 15 
lainihies are vii come <'titer rensions. [lit s Cit lets tn 
tIre stole 

he dole is run good 
enough." Mr (;:crbu,ti 	The fourth in a 
cast. 

	

l'cccpfe here want 	weekly series 
sorrier hi ng better ,  and all 
realise Illat the orul writ 	 by KEVIN 
in do that i s iii Create a 
iih for (Ircuruselves. 	 CORCORAN on 

I rc;rtls 1161A that us 
lice esseiree rI the atteriia. 	a bold social 
[INC society 	clearing 
sCull ruin is here ton C,iii 	experiment. 
geocr.rtc uiiiinev trout Yurtcr 

Ironic. 	 This week: We dii not ci mi I li 

	

1mm, 	 Billon Cliffs 	- 

iv ens .ini 	citinnierse 
and 	interaction, 	rural 	ccc ike 	tm_tinIer 	ci,iiiiiiiiir 	iticri 

need 	r 	pl:iec 	to 	sell 	onr I lies 	1111c 	itt 	Per 	tIme 	ue- 
prumitnee. mu 	inn I 	ut 	.i 	ni.i intro' 	of 

''lv 	(liii 	coil 	itie 	sin,- rime 	li,inils'is 	resiilenuis 

ninrutti 	has 	built 	si 	slit,1, (hIrer 	nienitteus 	of 	the 
tush 	is the unit one hitn a connrvntls'ssouuIil 	riot 	be 

radanc itt 	fl 	kili,turetres nitnlietf 	in 	thai 	decision 
lire 	lilies 	('hills 	<'on, I lie 	hi mi 	i- 	brtilie,m 

mminiiirtv 	is 	lirtiken 	cup 	i nto into 	tin_cc 	['rinnpnigs. 	I in. 

,ire.is tip:, 	Ii;, oiler 	t,mouiiminnc 	unit 
the 	114 	shsirelurilulers cttittl.imn) 	i'ttiitilumtui. 

lice 	in 	one 	of 	three I lie 	eonip.mos 	cutnutrumnir 
vatlev. 	is'luich 	are 	slit iileul is 	t ire 	insuhc 	and 	a 	hers 
join, 	smaller 	haiiilet (re is 	'ci 	aside 	for 	nutln, 
procmpunfs 	mit 	bet iss'cn 16.11 
three 	and 	seven 	hiintse- I lie 	tstnte 	erttrrnnimuistt 
hofd< t'. 	It 	itt_tie 	<s lisa 	li_i 	pi' vs 

The tiai,,letc elect 	uuieiui itt 	ilnis 	l and. 

tiers to rel n iesenr 	thicir i 	it- \lenibcis 	tie 	ilstu 	sin' 
lct 	on 	the lviid of 	ilirs'c- irtilleul 	by 	emintriavs 	bs-- 
uSc 	of 	hlie 	Ihilleri 	('liii's l,rns 

('onrpaiiv. 	anti 	eversons Stnmncntne 	bre,ikiii1: 	lie 
can 	;iitenrt 	the 	muu,uilnfv hit 'lists 	is 	ss;mrncif 	a 	mini. 
resident's meeting, her 	nil 	tinrmes,.nnsl 	if 	tineS 

In the <chess a nunuber s,nmntnuiur n' 	iti 	cli 	so 	list 
of 	hamlets 	bind 	tii'crlrcr ti-lore 	a 	ieee 	ttilitcn:mh 
to 	ctintrol 	the 	Its ing 	Ire., nude 	III, 	if vi_nbnsteers 
and 	the 	haunter 	csnmtiinurii. II 	nrc 	costs ci 	can 	lie 

I limIer 	nieeuungs 	itt_it trio nut, 	if 	tIme 	nienitict 
si ith 	all 	i__sties 	uus'nnis 	rip cuitittuutnes 	itt 	lire_it, 	Ihe 
lioucehicild 	gioiclis 	If 	,i Iii -l;inss, 	the 	etmruui;iuis 	iii, 
person 	icarus 	to frill 	i n 	In the 	pincer 	to 	resinnire 	tIne 
orchard 	or build a if;iiuu on I,inmb 

IhnIleci ('bitt's i,s miii lememur 
rinlum tIbet unmumhliple oneeu-

prunucues h'cs'snimcc mis mmcm. 
hue, s lums e tis'cn grniumeul 

u_u 	nut Ic 

I irs ns -t nm,ue'uttb stcset' 

ornuucrmt 	nuts-ut by tine 
Nems Snitit In 	Silts I mu'- 
sr uuuuii'iut inn nut en Ctnniue Iep.mI 
flint hcb,'nuus i hi_ri utn:sehui1uctl 
let mneeun tIne min,clri1ibc nic 
cui1n n t net' ,, mu! t lie I ,isnnnire 
I j 	 t tOUt ii 

I he 	icIest 	Intl 	tine i,ttnun' 
mnouim,i t 	us_us 	I Inn:m(cci 	in 

tm-i a, uruumhtnple ,ue_ 
(dint cli des us crc Itet'uuuimr1r 
11 lu- bitnmntihr to ihin: ,uttc'n- 
t curt 	tI tire St,mie (nni'nmrn' 
(mis-ncr ss IuucIu 	as shc.iftiuig 
Iegnsh:mm uniud 	Ins item 	us - It bu 
tn-it 	Icr m'inn'untctnt 

It, nlre lust mitch of tIne 
Ml) ennife the I mts'eru,unmn_'riu 
s;iumh 211 per c'u'mut muf lIne 
Is, tni c'ninbth lie subdit iii cmi 

hm,u escliusjs'e use and 
usuinilul p_ms e uireurthjei s al l  
the Int,'nneiuis of I,nnui nuns n' 
t_'u'.hmi', sumeli us assess In 

Ins' 	inn sI 	Imutrute 	bruyerc' 
,,eltt'irne tutd nit net kt:u nt, 

Its 	U-Ill brect.nmes al  

I arvtt..nk tserc hnntinglnt 	icc 

1980   .0 nd 	a eonup:miir 

I, rr toed 	Slisires p_site r tic 
right burr ecelusise nsc to 
(In liii 1,tis 

I he tt<mntv C'niTptir.t ic ntis 

o'cn cuint ted tIcs etuipnncnt 

appro, al in I t)5  is iihi 
list of etnnntltr itnils. 

\'trcir this' I ri_nh tlr_it I  of 
tue \SkV klnlu,1tle I kin' 

p.i ites I ttihc is_is mlelisncred 
irs the \Iiruisicr litt Plan' 
runup si nut 1 flvir,nuuniientt. 
hit Linda, it si.ntcd that 

tine ititsil hans! in tie scsI' 
ti1tic incn:mmp.ins'v mitt to Ire. 

it .tll the nit nibet 
htcc.tuisc' of t ire rutieiv,tl 

sin tnntis isitin 1 1,11cii (tills 
dtd not errs 1) lit the de' 
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'A' GRADE BRUSHED 

- Potatoes 5KG 
BAG 299 

TOP QUALITY BATLOW DELICIOUS 

Apples 
	

$-1
19  

KG 

SALAD TIME 	LARGE 

lettuce 	5 EACH 
LOCAL GROWN 

Avocados 	IBM 

 KG 

STRINGLESS VARIETY 

Celer y 	LARGE 
BUNCH 

375 GRAM PACK 

i Pistachio Nuts 99 

PACK - 	-.. 

f" 	
WE AL WA VS CARRY FRESH 

SUPPLIES OF 

ONIONS 	POTATOES 
TOMATOES E LETTUCE 

In season FRUITS and VEGETABLES 
and When available EXOTIC FRUITS 

RIGHT NEXT TO FRANKLINS 
Phone 21 9310 

All prices oIiectloo Illi closing time Saturday, Sept. 17 
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LAST 
WEEK 

SUPER DECIAL PRICES 
ON 

Mixed Chicken 	$yI1 
Pieces ......... 	kg 

$!)49 
3 kg or more 1. kg 

Size 11 Chickens sr99 
2 for ............ 

Crumbod 	 $499 
Drumsticks .. 	. 	kg 

5kgbox ...... 
$450  kg 

Crumbod Chicken $00 
Schnitzels ... 	ea. 

Bacon .................. $. T
1199 kg 

Lo9s Of Lamb 	2 kg 

$j  	 • 
____ - ----- 	
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On the Back Page of our Catalogue 
in this issue of The Northern Star 
the phone numbers for Lismore are 

incorrect. 
The BBC Hardware phone numbers 
for Lismore and South Lismore 

stores are 
21 2222-7 

Iffurdflee Idildred to 
YOW needs 

FOR ALL YOUR PERSONAL, 
RURAL, BUSINESS OR 

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 

AiRA I 



the 	 crow 
coot iiin i rust for the 
ecoril ic benefit of the 
COi

ri

l) flu flhiV. 

• In yet others the 
shareholder has exclusive 
use of a clearlv'deftned. 
fenced block. Little 
common land may be 
retained Any industry 
that deselops is at the 
instittation of individual 
ittembers. 

A side effect has been 
the developntent of new 
wave villages,an 
Australian version of the 
traditional European 
village which has a high 
degree of community 
input for its economic 
standing. 

The 	Dharinananda 
multiple occupancy, near 
The Channon, is one of 
the oldest in the area. It 
began in 1972. six months 
before Aquarius, and the 
community has been 
established since 1976. 

Dharmnananda would be 
at one end of the multtple 
occupancy specirurn. 

It is an intentional 
community which has as 
its objectives being 
environmentally sound 
and ecologically 
harmonious, creating a 
sharing attd caring 
community, and has a 
greater commitment to a 
spiritual lifestyle than 
most. - 

Members 01 the 
community have demon-
strated that a close. 
communal lifestyle can be 
successful. 

The lOb ha property 
supports 12 adults and 
three children. 

Although started in the 
expectant atmosphere of 
the festival. Dhar- 

mananda has changed. 
Spokesman Mr Dudles 

Leggett said there had 
beensome movement 
isvuv from the original 
because of practicality. 

Mr Andrew Buchanan. 
the founder of the 125 ha 
Lillifield multiple 
occupancy near Lillian 
Rock. said a lot of its 
members had been 
materially comfortable 
but had opted for a better 
lifestyle where thes 'cit 
more in control. 

"They decide what 
happens on the land 
around them, whether it 
will be a farm or a block 
of flats. 

Each family grouping 
at Lillifield is responsible 
for two hectares. While 
there are no fences the 
land has been defined on 
a tnap. 

All the members are 
developing gardens and 
industries to decrease 
living costs and gain 
emplovntent. They also 
are farming 40 ha of 
common ground to 
provide tlte multiple 
occupancy with an 
income. 

Lillifield uould be in 
the middle of the multiple 
occupancY spectrum. 

.%,t the tar end from 
Dliarmananda arc Billen 
Cliffs and Robb Firm. 

There the land has been 
almost subd:vided. Each 
person knows their 
boundaries and there is no 
attempt to form common 
industries. 

There is room in the 
alternative society for 
those who want to keep 
their traditional slues of 
land ownershio. 

The development was 
cstabliiicd in I 975 to nice 
people access to cheap 
land in a rural setting. 

They bought shares 
that would entitle then to 
the exclusive use of their 
land. ssithout having to 
fleet the demands of 
those around them. 

They were not looking 
for a community, but .i 
nice place to live. 

The same could baid 
for the Robb Road 
community near N imbin. 
except that all the land is 
fenced and the occugants 
have little to do with cacti 
other apart from being 
neighbours. 

The 	demand 	for 
multiple occu pancies 
seems to be levelling out. 
according to Mr Dave 
Lansbert, the secretary of 
the Rural Resettlement 
Task Force. 

The 	task 	force 
represents 36 of the 62 
muit:ple occupancies. 

"Reasons for this 
slowdoss S are the collapse 
of the ag_ricultural sector 
itid the rising price of 
land which is passed on in 
the price of sh,trct," said 
Mr Lambert. 

Ten sears ago a person 
could buy shares for a 
couple of hundred dollars. 

Today shares are 
around 512.000. 

People had high hopes 
of ntaking it living from 
the land. 

"But this has bottottied 
out. To make a living 
requires large-scale. 
corn mnercial' type agri-
culture, the use of 
equipment, chemical 
sprass. time and labour." 
Mr Lantbcrt said. 

\lztny still 2row .their 
>vii 'ood to keep costs 

down, but the dream of 
self-sufficiency has not 
been realised. 

"Councils also have 
attached expensive 
conditions to multiple 
occupancies. 

"The big debate is over 
roads The council wants 
,ill-wcathcr access roads 
while the people would 
not mind being cut off 
during the sei ,nd may 
not 'aant .1 ro.iC to their 
front door." 

The dowttturn in the 
rural economy changed 
the type of people 
attracted to multiple 
occupancies. 

"The trend s towards 
middle-aged people who 
have saved a nest egg." 
Mr I.ambert said. 

"When the shares were 
S20() it was an affordable 
lifestyle. I'eoplc could 
surite ot f that amount on a 
chance, or an esperi-
men t.' 

They have evolved into 
a family-type lifestyle 
where people tend to have 
their own homes and live 
separate lives. 

The ideal of lookina 
alter the land remains, 
and thc envirotlmnent,i I 
concerns are still the 
same. 

The change in the type 
of people has changed the 
public perception of 
people on multiple 
occupancies. 

"The biggest change is 
that they don't just call 
everyone it hitps and 
lease it at 

NEXT WEEK: Dhar' 
mananda, the pace- 

setter, 

:1 

- 

El.EC1'Rl('l.N Rex Woodford. of I.ihhifieId, uses solar panels to posser his 
building tools and carasan as he builds his house. 

0•  


