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The State Government has
agreed to consider establishing

_a State-wide policy which would

permit multiple occupancy of

~rural land.

The Minister for Planning and Environment,

- Mr Sheahan, announced this when he opened the

Planning and Development Conference at Valla
Park yesterday morning.
- This was good news for multiple occupancy

- groups:who have been pressing the Government

to introduce a State-wide policy to overcome
problems caused when individual councils
prepare their own.

The Minister, who arrived by helicopter
from Grafton, met a delegation from the Rural
Resettlement Task Force, which is a non-profit
group based at Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre.

They gave him papers on building standards,
council ratings and a draft outline of a possible
State-wide policy. .

The members of the group who met Mr

- -Sheahan were generally pleased with his

response.

Opening the conference, Mr Sheahan said a
State-wide policy would allow multiple oe-
cupancy in suitable areas, prohibit it in environ-
mentally sensitive coastal areas and national
parks.and provide clear criteria for councils fo
ensure multiple occupaney had no adverse im-
pact on the environment.

He said the proposals would be exhibited
before a final policy was decided.

Cr Jim Lissaman, of Coffs Harbour Shire

Council, said that unless multiple occupancies
“paid their way" on rates, councils would face
an extra drain on their resources.

Cr Lissaman said it might be possible to
base ratings on family groups rather than land.

In reply, Mr Sheahan said the Minister for
Local Government, Mr Stewart, was examining
the rating question.

“Planners have to recognise that multiple
occupancy is here to stay and it has to be ad-
ministered and regulated like other develop-
ments,” Mr Sheahan said.

The Nambucca Shire President, Cr John
Davies, welcomed Mr Sheahan to the shire and

* outlined some problems he believed had to be

overcome in the planning field.
He said these included delays in having

plans prepared; the cost of those plans and the

time involved; the requirements that they be
publicly exhibited twice and the volume of
paperwork.

Cr Davies was also concerned that a
departmental review of planning processes was
happening without much consultation with loecal
government, but, he said that in the past six
months, there had been some improvement in
the way the system worked.

Mr Sheahan, noting that he had been the
minister for six months today, said the review
had addressed the problems mentioned, and
there had been discussion with the Local
Government Association.

He said he hoped a draft of the proposal for
amendments to the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act scon would be available for
public comment.
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Multiple-occupancy residents
in the Lismore City Council
area would view with interest
the public inquiry into
multiple-occupancy develop-
ments in the Tweed Shire, the
secretary of the Rural
Resettlement Task Force, Mr
Dave Lambert, said yesterday.

The task force is a ‘think
tank’ representing multiple-
occupancy interests.

It is actively involved in
trying to interest the
Government in promoting and
assisting the growth of
sustainable rural communities.

Although the Tweed inquiry
stemmed from specific
concerns about’ commercially-
orientated developments, the
terms of reference would affect
all multiple occupancies, Mr
Lambert said.

The inquiry was announced
this week by the NSW
Minister for Planning and
Environment, Mr Carr.

The inquiry had been
requested by the Tweed Shire
Council.

LS,

The Shire President, Cr
Max Boyd, had said that
speculators were cashing in on
commune-style developments
and ‘undermining the concept
of hamlet-style development
which was intended for
low-income people seeking an
alternative lifestyle’.

Mr Lambert said that the
Rural Resettlement Task
Force welcomed the inquiry as
a chance to ‘clear the air’. His
organisation would seek leave
to appear before the inquiry.

“It's true that on the Tweed
there have been more commer-
cial-type developments,
differing in style from those in
the Lismore area,” Mr
Lambert said.

“Around Lismore, the
multiple-occupancies have
provided small living lots, with
a large proportion retained for

‘common usage.

“On the Tweed, some
developers are wanting to take
a block of land and just carve
it all up.”

He said

that®- many

long-established multiple-
occupancies were upset by this
commercial-style development
because it altered the nature of
multiple-occupancies, pushed
up land prices and caused
increasing council demands on
residents.

Mr Lambert brought
attention to an incorrect
statement in the Australian
Associated Press report
announcing the Tweed inquiry.

The report said that ‘State
legislation providing for
communal-type development
climinates the need to comply
with conditions normally
imposed on rural subdivisions,
such as building codes and
provision of services’.

“There are no exemptions
for multiple-occupancies. The
same building code —
Ordinance 70 — applies to all
developments in New South
Wales, and local councils have
a big say in the provision of
services,” Mr Lambert said.

The development control
planner for the Tweed Shire
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MuItlpIe-occupancy study
‘chance to clear the air’

Council, Mr Jim Glazebrook,
said that the council had called
for the inquiry because it was
‘anxious for better guidelines
on multiple-occupancy
developments’.

‘Misleading, immoral’

“Controls are inadequate
and we feel our hands are
tied,” Mr Glazebrook said.

Some developers had given
prospective buyers ‘misleading
and immoral’ advice.

Examples were developers
accepting money before
approval was granted, sites
sold off the plan, sites sold
even before a development
application was made, and
buyers being told that
developments were ‘ready to
go' when they were not.

Mr Glazebrook said that the
Tweed Shire Council was not
opposed to multiple-occu-
pancies.

“We just want everyone to
know where they stand,” he

said.

The town planner for the
Lismore City Council, Mr
Peter Reynders, said that his
council was involved in
continuing discussions with
multiple-occupancy
representatives and the Rural
Resettlement Task Force.

“We are looking at friction
points and have made certain
progress in understanding the
problems. But we have a long
way to go,” Mr Reynders said.

He sdaid that
multiple-occupancies could
differ greatly on scale: “They
may be from four homesites to
120. And when you realise
that a village such as Nimbin
has slightly more than 100
houses, you can appreciate the
planning problems,” he said.

There were advantages and
disadvantages in a strict code
and the council dealt with
development applications on
merit, within statutory
frameworks. :




The Tweed Shire
Council was the first
party to present a
submission to the
Commission of Inquiry
into multiple-occupancy
which opened yesterday
at Murwillumbah.

The Commission is
being chaired by Mr John
Woodward, who was
appointed by the NSW
Minister for Planning and
Environmgs r Carr, to
inquire into all aspects of
multiple-occupancy.

The Tweed Shire
Council submission was
presented by the shire
clerk, Mr Jim Nixon, the
shire engineer and town
planner, Mr Peter Border,

Name
released

Police yesterday
released the name of a
medical student who was
killed in a head-on
collision near Lismore on
Monday.

He was Glen Alan
Pearson, 23, of the Prince
of Wales Hospital,
Randwick, Sydney, died
when the car he was

driving was involved in
the collision in Wyrallah
Road,
Hill.

near Monaltrie
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the deputy town planner,
Mr Gary Smith, and the
council’s chief health and
building surveyor, Mr
Ken Forster.

Mr Smith dealt with
road improvements and de
facto subdivisions which
he said could be sold by
developers, with the result
that the system could be
abused.

Mr Border said the
Tweed Shire Council had
sought a road contribution
of 82500 for each
additional dwelling on a
multiple-occupancy
development.

He said the council
required dgaymcnl before

any building plans were
approved,
The council was

continuing discussions
with those applications
approved in the shire, and
the question of a road
contribution had not been
resolved.

Mr Border said the
council did not accept
that multiple-occupancy
was only for low-cost
housing or alternative
lifestyle living.

There was a demand on

services.

He told Mr Woodward
that the collection of the
$2500 contribution had
created a difficult
situation,

The council had arrived
at that figure through a
series of exercises, and it
was considered an average

figure.

Replying to Mr
Woodward, Mr Border
said none of the
developments so far

approved in the shire had
been connected to water
OF Sewerage services, nor
were they within a
reasonable distance of
those services. -

But for approval, they
had to comply with the
council’s rules regarding
those types of services.

Mr Nixon dealt with

the rating aspects of
multiple-occupancy

contained in the
submission, and Mr
Forster told of the

number of so-called illegal
dwellings, estimated at
150, in the shire.

Blanket approval

He said any order to
demolish the ‘illegal
buildings” would cause
hardship, and any blanket
approval for ‘illegal
buildings’ would have to
apply to the whole shire
not just those in
multiple-occupancy
situations.

Anything less than
blanket approval could
lead to claims of
discrimination, he said.

Mr Forster said some
forms of building were not

covered by the Act, and
there was a review needed
of that.

He said the disposal of
sullage and ‘night soil in
water catchment areas
caused problems, and
there had been outbreaks
of giardia.

Mr Woodward also was
told in the submission of
the effect of multiple-
occupancy on surrounding
residents, claims of
discolouration of water
supplies because of road
works, and land clearing
by bulldozers.

There also was
increased traffic on shire
roads which existing
residents claimed was a
danger.

Mr Woodward asked
the council representatives

if it was a fact that there
could be siltation
problems of water courses

through normal rural
activity. :
Mr Nixon said

inspection would show a
different problem in this
case.

The Northern Rivers

County Council’s
submission was presented
by its deputy chief

engineer, Mr R Stillman,
and Mr Trevor Gilson of

the council’s
Murwillumbah office.
They said that

significant implications
could come about with
multiple-occupancy
development and that
would involved access to
powerlines for
maintenance or
extensions.

Commissioner wants to
inspect hamlet sites

‘Scarecrow’

makers
confident

By Staff Reporter RUSSELL ELDRIDGE

The manufacturers of the electronic
scarecrow pest deterrent are confident
that their product will prove itself in
the coming flying fox season, despite
continued lack of official recom-
mendation and questions in Federal
Parliament about the device.

In addition, the manufacturers,
Hi-Tec Control Systems of
Goonellabah, still await the outcome
of police investigations into the
activities of an alleged international
con-man who reportedly defrauded
the company of $100,000.

The Member for Richmond, Mr
Blunt, has been pursuing the fraud
matter with the Minister for
Immigration, Mr Hurford, because
the alleged con-man was deported
while under police investigation.

Mr Blunt also has rajsed with the
Minister for Tourism, Mr Brown, the
circumstances under which the
scarecrow was displayed at the
Australian pavilion at Expo 85 in
Japan.

Mr Blunt drew his attention to a
magazine article which doubted the
technical ability of the scarecrow.

Meanwhile, the general manager of
Hi-Tec, Mr Ken Hudson, said
yesterday that his company was
co-operating with the NSW
Department of Agriculture for a full

season of evaluation trials in the
Lismore and Coffs Harbour districts.

It has been a rough run for the
company which started production in
a glow of confident publicity less than
two years ago. ;

The device had caught the
imagination of the Federal Minister
for Science, Mr Jones, and the NSW
Minister for Industry and
Decentralisation, Mr Bedford.

The device attracted $200,000 loan
from Mr Bedford’s department, and
the scarecrow. subsequently was
chosen for display at Expo 85.

But since then, Hi-Tec has had to
weather the incident involving the
alleged fraud, disputed claims about
the scarecrow’s technology, and some
grower resistance.

The Department of Agriculture has

not recommended the device, but
Hi-Tec is hoping to convince its
officials this growing season.

The latest Department of
Agriculture Press release on flying
foxes concentrates on wire barriers
and complete orchard netting.

“While orchardists throughout the
coastal belt of New South Wales once
more brace themselves against the
onslaught of the flying fox, we might
take a moment to consider the
effectiveness of last season’s tactics,”
the Livestock Research Officer
(vertebrate pests), Mr David
Robinson, said.

“As usual, the stonefruit growers

used every available weapon, from
fishing nets to flashing lights, from
the ancient ruse of burning sulphur to
the latest technology in ultrasonics.
_ “The philosophy behind these
strategies is that once the bats have
landed in the fruit trees, nothing will
shift them.

“There seems to be a degree of
truth in this, but the theory is not
helped much by the observation that
nothing is very effective at stopping
them landing in the trees either.”

Mr Robinson then listed the
success of overhead wires and netting
and detailed new netting materials
available.

He ended by saying: “The chances
of bats getting through these nets
would appear to be remote. But they
are such cunning creatures that
doubts must remain in the minds of
those with experience of these
marauders.”

Mr Hudson said yesterday he was
‘very happy’ with sales of the
SCATECIOW.

*If it was not commercially viable,
we wouldn’t be in business,” he said.

Asked about the problems in
establishing the device’s credibility,
he said: “That’s all history now.

“Obviously we would have liked

more ready market acceptance, but
it’s a new product and you have to
expect slow acceptance.
“We're convinced
effectiveness.”
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Commissioner John
Woodward has expressed
a desire to inspect
so-called illegal dwellings
associated with
multiple-occupancy and
hamlet developments in
Tweed Shire.

He is presiding at a
Commission of Inquiry
into multiple-occupancy
which opened yesterday in
the Murwillumbah Civic
Centre.

The inquiry is expected
to last a week, with more
than 40 submissions to be
dealt with.

The Lismore City
Council, Kyogle Shire
Council and the Northern
Rivers County Council
are among those with
submissions to be
presented to the inquiry.

Ald Mac Nicolson
(Lismore City Council)
also will present a private
submission.

State Government
instrumentalities to make
submissions will include

the Department of
Planning and Environ-
ment (two), the Soil
Conservation Service, the
Department of Local
Government, and the
Department of Agri-
culture.

Wide terms

Commissioner
Woodward said yesterday
that because the terms of
reference were so wide, it
could be the end of the
year before his report was
ready for submission to
the Minister for Planning
and Environment, Mr
Carr, who ordered the
inquiry at the request of
the Tweed Shire Council.

Mr Woodward said
arrangements for
inspections of approved
hamlet developments,
those not approved and
some pending also would
be arranged during ‘the
week.

He said the first of
these might be today, with
others tomorrow.

Mr Woodward said
that he had no connection
with any government
department nor with
councils, nor with any
other party seeking to
make a submission.

After reporting his
findings to Mr Carr, his
report would be publicly
released and a copy
forwarded to all parties
who have made
submissions.

He said all proceedings
of the inquiry would be
open to the public.

He proposed at the
conclusion of the hearing
this week to adjourn for a
month or so, make a
preliminary assessment of
the submissions, and then
reconvene to hear
submissions in reply or
obtain any additional
information needed.

He said the county
council should control the
extension of electricity

- supply despite the
alternative power sources
used in some

developments.

Mr Woodward was told
that if the power supply
was not made available
initially, it would become
much dearer to extend the
supply later.

Replying to Mr
Woodward, Mr Stillman
said none of the five
multiple-occupancy
developments approved in
the Tweed Shire were
connected to the -power
supply.

He said major
augmentation work was
required for plannec
major strata  title
development at Mebbin
Springs, near Uki, where
there were to be 9¢
potential home sites.

While there was nc
demand for power service:
yet, there could be in the
future, he said.

The Department ol
Planning and Environ-
ment’s submission was
introduced by Ms Jane
Stanley, who said the
department would be
. making an additiona
submission during th
inquiry.

he dealt with the
background of the Statc
Government's draft policy
for multiple-occupanc)
which was under public
review.

She told of - the
department’s involvemen
with multiple-occupancy
applications before the
Tweed Shire Council anc
how it had requested the
inquiry.
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Inspection

Commissioner John Wood-
ward has expressed a desire to
inspect so-called illegal
dwellings associated with
multiple occupancy and
hamlet developments in Tweed
Shire.

He is presiding at a Commission
of Inquiry into multiple occupancy
which opened at Murwillumbah
Civic Centre yesterday.

The inquiry is expected to last for the
week with more than 40 submissions to
be dealt with.

Commissioner Woodward said that
because the terms of reference were so
wide it could be the end of the year
before his report was ready for
submission to the Minister for
Environment and Planning, Bob Carr,
who ordered the inquiry at the request of
Tweed Shire Council.

Mr Woodward said arrangements for
inspections of approved hamlet
developments, those not approved and
some pending would also be arranged
during the week.

He said the first of these might be
today with others on Thursday however,
this would be organised through the

of sites
arranged

council who made the first submission to
the inquiry yesterday.

Mr Woodward said that he had no
connection with any government
department or with council or with any
other party seeking to make a
submission.

After reporting his findings to Mr
Carr his report would be publicly
released and a copy forwarded to all
parties who have made submissions.

After outlining the terms of reference
Mr Woodward said in proposing to make
the inspection in company with the
parties concerned any member of the
public who wants to be present would be
welcome.

He said all proceedings of the inquiry
would be open to the public.

OMMISSIONER

e

@ Commissioner John Woodward during yesterday’s first day of
hearings in the inquiry into multiple occupancy.

The downstairs meeting room of the
Murwillumbah Civic Centre was filled to
capacity for the opening session of the
inquiry.

Some representatives of the 41
submissions were present.

Mr Woodward said the inquiry was to
be conducted in four sessions with
preliminary matters and applications by
parties followed by primary submissions.

Each party could read its submission
and unless excused should be in
attendance.

He said because of the wide terms of
reference there could be gaps of
information or additional information
required.

He proposed at the conclusion of the
hearing this week to adjourn for a month
or so, make a preliminary assessment of
the submissions and then reconvene 1o
hear submission in reply or obtain any
additional information needed.

Mr Woodward said departmental or
council representatives could make
submissions and be excused provided

they left a telephone number where they
could be contacted.

He said questions relating to any cf
the submissions would be accepted in
written form.

Answers should also be in writing and
handed to the relevant party and a copy
to the registrar.

Mr Woodward said opportunity would
be offered all parties to seek clarification
of submissions.

Mr Woodward said all relevant
materials for the inquiry were to be in
writing and documents were available
for public viewing by arrangement with
the registrar during the inquiry.

The inquiry will open each day at 9.30
am.

Mr Woodward said all parties,
whether they were legally represented cr
not would be treated on an equal footing.

All parties would be afforded the
opportunity of presenting their
submissions and putting their views and
of replying to the submissions made by
others.
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Council presents views

Tweed Shire Council
was the first party to
make a submission to

Shire Council had sought
a road contribution of
$2500 for each additional

Peter Border, deputy town
planner Gary Smith and
chief health and building

that the collection of the
$2500 contribution had
created a very difficult

approved in the shire and
the question of a road
contribution hadn’t been

They said that there
could be significant
implications that could

the Commission of Surveyor, Ken Forster. dwelling on a multiple resolved. situation. - come about with multiple ing day.
Inquiry into multiple l\gr Sm?l(li]' dealt dwléh occupancy development. _Mr Border said council Replying to Mr Wood-  occupancy developmert Although all
occupancy SkEioh ?oa up;%)rc.‘l_ ings an e ﬁ He said council required  didn’t accept that multiple ~ ward, Mr Border said and that would involwe | ©€SSes are expect
opened at Murwillum- hactcu .d‘“' wés;ons IE ]Lff payment before any occupancy was only for none of the developments access to power lines for | receive the bu
bah yesterday bc 52(111 (ioul bcsg of building plans were ap- low cost housing or S0 far approved in the maintenance or exten- directory applic
THe sib y developers an this  proved. ! alternative lifestyle living. shire had been connected sions. proprietors are as
c submuission was put - could lend the system fo He said council was There was a demand on  to waler or sewerage : contact the commit
by shire clerk Jim Nixon, abuse. continuing discussions services. services nor were they He said the county | the Coolangatta/

engineer and town planner

Commissioner John Wood-
ward has suggested that the
Department of Environment and
Planning and Tweed Shire
Council make a survey of land
available in the shire suitable for
multiple occupancy.

He made the comment when
winding up the first day of the
Commission of Inquiry into
multiple occupancy which is being
held at Murwillumbah.

Mr Woodward said that a list of
arcas he intended. to visit would be
prepared and these would most
likely be made tomorrow.

Nine of the 41 submissions before
the inquiry were put to Mr
Woodward yesterday.

These were by:

® Tweed Shire Council.

@® Department of Environment
and Planning.

® Northern Rivers County
Council. )

® Kyogle Shire Council.

@® Barbara Downs, Viridian,
Urliup.

@ John Weller, solicitor.

® Nullum Co-operative Sociely
Ltd.

® Brown and Pluthero,
Whitton Ducat Park.

® Couchy Creek Co-operative.

Mr Weller said in his official
capacity in the past four years he
would have had 750 people making

Jim

Mr Border said Tweed

with those

inquiries, complaints, or asking
questions about multiple occupancy
in Tweed Shire.

He said he represented the five
that were approved and knew there
were about 500 people in the shire
living “illegally” with development
applications prepared and not yet
lodged with the council.

In about 80 percent of the cases
the aims of these people was quite
clear.

They wanted:

a) To live in harmony with the
environment.

b) They wanted to obtain legal
building permits and they found
communication with the council to
be difficult.

¢) There was a growing trend to
want proprietorship within the land.

d) They wanted to be able to

" upgrade their temporary dwellings

or “illegal” dwellings within their
limited finances without contribut-
ing greatly to the council such as
through the proposed road levy.

He told Mr Woodward that
conditions for multiple occupancy
were far more stringent in the shire
than for rural subdivision.

He claimed the council hadn’t
recognised the need for low cost
housing and continually chopped
and changed its requirements,

Mr Weller said there should be
greater injection of government
funds into road improvements.

applications

He told Mr Woodward

Mary Lee Connery for th
Nullum Co-operative, Fernvale,
said it had been formed eight years
ago and she had lived there for four

There were nine dwellings on the
property.

It felt that council hadn’t fully
implemented the spirit of the low
cost housing act.

She said multiple occupancy had

been of benefit to the Tweed Valley

and hopefully the inquiry would
re-open the lines of communication,

Jim Whitton of Ducat Park
agreed there had to be some
contribution to services and its
application was one of those
pending.

He said Ducat Park appeared to
lend itself to be ideal for that type of
development and could grow
“anything” in its red soil.

There were no objections to the
proposal when it was advertised and
he would welcome an inspection of
the property by Mr Woodward.

Couchy Creek Co-operative in its
submission said that the property
had five houses but the owners had
no title to the land because it was
caught up in a probate situation and
therefore couldn’t get a develop-
ment application from council.

There was no subdivision of the
property for financial gains and the
residents were also worried about
land tax because of the tremendous
increase in land values.

within a reasonable dis-
tance of those services.

However, for aproval
they had to comply with
council’s rules regarding
those type of services.

Mr Nixon dealt with the
rating aspects of multiple
occupancy contained in
the submission and Mr
Forster told of the number
of so-called illegal dwell-
ings and said there was an
estimated 150 of these in
the shire.

He said any order 1o
demolish the “illegal
buildings” would obvious-
ly cause hardship and any
blanket approval for
“illegal buildings” would
have to apply to the whole
shire not just those in
multiple occupancy situa-
tions.

Mr Woodward was also
told in the submission of
the affect of multiple
occupancy on surrounding
residents, claims of dis-
coloration of water sup-
plies because of road
works and land clearing by
bulldozers.

Mr Woodward asked
the council representatives
wasn't it a fact that there
could be siltation problems
of water courses thtough
normal rural activity.

Mr Nixon said inspec-
tion would show a differ-
ent problem in this case.

The Northern Rivers
County Council’s submis-
sion was presented by its
deputy chief engineer Mr
R. Stillman and Trevor
Gilson of the Murwillum-
bah office.
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| Action group |

Commission

DAY 2

The Commission of
Inquiry into Multiple
Occupancy at Murwil-
lumbah yesterday was
told that proposed
developments on the
Urliup Road were con-
sidered to be de facto
rural subdivision applica-
tions.

The claim was by the
Bilambil, Urliup and Carool
Residents Action Group which
presented a submission to the
inquiry.

It was given by Kevin Tasker
who told Commissioner John
Woodward that the group had
been formed this year after three
MO proposals based on Urliup
Road raised the ire of residents.

One was for 15 homesites which
was twice refused by Tweed Shire
Council.

Another was for 31 homesites
and the reasons for refusal were
the condition of the road.

The second was now subject of
an appeal and the third applica-
tion was for 16 homesites and
council had deferred a decision on
it pending the outcome of the
inquiry.

The group supported its
submission with a video movie

- viewed by Mr Woodward yester-
day afternoon.

He said the developments had

puts case
to inquiry

caused siltation of Bilambil Creek
and council had placed stop-work
notices on them.

The residents were most
concerned that any increased
traffic would place a great burden
on what was already a narrow
winding road.

He said while the video was
being taken this aspect was
emphasised when there was almost
an accident.

Mr Tasker told Mr Woodward
that most people involved with the
group lived on farming properties.

Their major concern has. been
the bulldozing of rainforests for de
facto developments.

He also referred to a develop-
ment at Tomewin which council
had reported had destroyed
valuable stands of trees.

Mr Tasker said little notice has
been taken of accepted guidelines
in steep country, causing water
purity problems among other
things.

He said speculators were
moving in on MOs and said it had
carlier been stated at the inquiry
that prices of blocks in MO
developments had gone up to
$15,000 or $20,000.

It was well known those in the
Urliup area were as high as
$45,000.

One had been sold to a well
known Australian who was
probably a millionaire for that
amount, taking the blocks right
out of the low cost housing
structure.

Mr Tasker said the group
believed that the draft policy for
MO didn't have enough controls
written into it to stop rural land
abuse.

He said the council had
difficulty in assessing MO
applications and before any were
processed, State organisations
with expertise should consider
them and cover all aspects.

At the moment the council had
to take at face value what was put
before it and this had created
many problems.

The possible solution to the road
contribution debate would be
zoning of areas where MO could
be developed and zoning by-laws
applied in many other parts of the
shire.

He said if the three had gone
ahead there would be an
additional 46 families living in the
area.

This would place a burden on
the schools as well as the road and
a larger school bus would be
required.

The council had estimated to
upgrade the road would cost
$783.000 to accommodate one of
the proposed developments.

Rating was also considered
inequitable for MO.

The group asked that remedial
measures be undertaken to protect
any environmental action.

Task force warns

»

of rating problems

The Soil Conserva-
tion Service of NSW
is concerned about the
site of any proposed
multiple occupancy
development.

. This was stated at
yesterday’s hearing of
the Commission o
Inquiry into multiple
occupancy at Murwil-
lumbah by Bruce Hun-
gerford who was present-
ing the service's submis-
sion to the inquiry.

He said it was con-
cerned with:

@® Action that an-
ticipates development
approval by works such
as clearing land; road
building and the con-
struction of buildings.

@ Adverse impacts of
individual MO proposals
on other residents in the
vicinity.

@ To suggest means to
overcome the problems
and any others that
might be identified by
the commission.

All these were ‘terms
of reference.

He said the service
was concerned that the
Tweed Valley, being ‘a
high rainfall area, had a
high erosion problem on
the steeper slopes and
they were mainly the
proposed site for MO,

There should be mea-

sures to protect soil
erosion and he referred
to the affects of a
development at
Tomewin.

The service believed
land should be used to its
capabilities and MO
should be on land which
was regarded as the
lower range for
agricultural use.

Any MO should have
appropriate soil erosion
measures taken.

The rural capabilities
of the shire had been
mapped and this should
be inconjunction with
MO applications.

worries
service

He said the service
had provided informa-
tion for two MO

developments and also
on road construction for

- a Tomewin development,

The effect on tree
removal in catchment
areas and along water
courses was also referred
to in the submission and
he told Mr Woodward
that there had been
several actions taken
regarding breaches.

This had included
court action and the
requirement for remedial
action to be taken.”

The service believed
that all agricultural
areas classed 1, 2 and 3
should be retained for
permanent agricultural
use.

Land use principles
should be applied to any
MO application.

The advice of the
service should be ob-
tained by applicants.

He said MO did have
less impact on the land
than other forms of
development and this
had been his experience
at Lismore, Kyogle and
now the Tweed.

But they were
frequently located on
steep slopes which had
been previously well
timbered or used as low
grazing areas.

Internal roading also
created problems for
potential soil erosion.

He said the council
did apply standard but
there was scope for
further control as far as

erosion was con-

Erosion o

Solicitor John Weller
told Mr Woodward that
with the approval of five
multiple occupancy
developments the flood-
gates virtually opened
for this type of develop-
ment in Tweed Shire in
1984-85.

He said a lot of people
had been sitting in the
wings waiting for
something to happen.

Mr Weller said that
some had been living as
permanent residents in
caravan parks.

Some people had spent
more money on their
temporary dwellings
because they couldn’t get
any leadership on what
was required for an MO
application.

There now appeared to
be a compromising
attitude towards council
contributions.

A rural road levy
would be more appro-
priate  for subdividers
and a minimum rate levy
for MO.

Mr Weller said in
1984-85 new applicants
were faced with the
prospect of upgrading
council’s roads and one
has been asked to
upgrade a tourist road.

He said he personally
wasn't against de facto
subdivisions, provided
they were environmen-
tally sound. k-

Mr Weller said he
could understand the
need to upgrade Urliup
Road, but if the NSW
Government supported
low cost housing he
would like to see il join
with the council to see if
there were any other
grants available for the
upgrading of roads to
serve those low cost

housing areas.

The Commission of Inquiry into
Multiple Occupancy being held at
Murwillumbah was told yesterday that
any legislation to change the basis of
rating to one of a user pay principle
would be a Pandora’s box of
monumental proportions.

This was claimed in a submission to
Commissioner John Woodward put forward by
the Rural Settlement Task Force.

The submission asked what rate would users of
heavy vehicles pay on other rural properties?

Will clubs and hotels be rated differently from
other commercial business because they generated a
greater useage of roads and need more community
services such as police and medical facilities to cope
with the side effects of their activity.

The submission put forward by Peter Hamilton
and Dave Lambert said that the task force was a non
profit community-based association seeking to
promote the interests of rural resettlement in the
form of MO.

It understood that the findings and
recommendations by the Commissioner were likely to
be reflected in the final wording of the State policy
and also in rating.

It was the task force’s view that there frequently
appeared 1o be basic differences in planners’
expectations, values and attitudes re the expected
and/or desirable development in the long term and
those of new settlers.

Frequently planners appeared td take the worst
scenario as .the basis for justifying heavy road
upgrading conditions.

Alternatives that might be considered in the

regard are:
- @ That where upgradings is borne by the
development the repayment be made on a
proportional basis if and when other development
occurs which uses the same road.

@ Making that as a condition of DA approval that
no upgrading will take place at council cost unless
and until there are a stipulated number of actual or
proposed road users.

The task force was opposed to any open ended
situation which may have the result of an MO
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application double paying for services or facilities
simply because there are these two avenues under
which council may seck a contribution.

The association can see no reason why people
living in a hamlet development should be treated
differently from people living in a block of flats or
units, people living in granny flats, even perhaps a
substantial number of people, whether related or not,
living in a single dwelling.

It opposed at this time any proposal to amend
the existing legislation with a view to introducing
either a head tax, dwelling tax or separate tax on
improved valuations with respect to MO.

The only equitable and realistic method to make
the user pay for road use was through petrol tax.

Short of this it is approved the present situation
where the Grants Commission was making funds
available to those councils who have a population
increase due in part to MO settlement.

The association was of the view that:

@ Existing illegal developments should be afforded
the opportunity of legalising their situation subject to
the provisions of the draft State Environmental
Planning Policy. g

@ Speeding the implementation of alleged pending
amendments to a section of the Local Government
Act to provide recognition of buildings constructed
without prior approval.

@ Supporting the introduction of licensing of
caravan parks and camping grounds as announced by
the Minister for Local Government Kevin Stewart in
August this year.

® Supporting the views that an owner, or
part-owner of a property when residing on the
property is nol required to obtain a moveable
dwelling licence.

The submission also stated that the potential
adverse impact on other residents in the area could be
diminished by: -

@ The planting of trees, shrubs, barner grass, ete.

@® Effective and sensitive siting of buildings and
other development.

@® Council acting in the role of a friendly adviser in
the formulation of proposals.

@ The quick implementation of the Draft SEPP
which would have the effect of allowing such
development to be spread out into suitable areas of
the State as opposed to being restricted to a very
small and sometimes unsuitable locality.

SRR e >

® Work continues on

the huge catamaran.

Launch approaches
for catamaran

Last-minute fitting out is being
undertaken on this 25-metre
steel-hulled catamaran before its
scheduled launching in Currumbin
Creek later this month.

The catamaran is the first of several
Currumbin Engineering is hopeful of
building to secure the future of the firm.

The firm will construct a special ramp

in Winders Park to launch the
Southport-designed vessel in about three
weeks time.

Currumbin Engineering has been
commissioned to build trawlers in the
past but this is its first catamaran.

Catamarans have been built to the
same design in overseas and other
Australian boatyards.
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SUGAR
DEAL

BRISBANE: The
Federal and State aid for
the NSW sugar industry
would not put pressure on
Queensland’s position,
Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-
Petersen said yesterday.

Sir Joh said the NSW
Government was putting in
only $4 million over three
years while Queensland was
sticking to its position that the
Federal Government should be
providing all the aid the
industry needs.

“The sugar industry in New
South Wales is only the tail
end of the industry, the main
part of course is in Queens-
land,” Sir Joh said.

On Tuesday NSW Premier Neville
Wran announced agreement to a
package put together by Federal
Primary Industry Minister John Kerin,
which included price support, rural
adjustment and research.

Sir Joh said yesterday there would be
no change to the Queensland attitude
that Canberra would have to pay the lot.

“The Commonwealth Government are
an_doulrageous Government,” Sir Joh
said.

“They gave the Labor States hundreds
of millions of dollars at the last Premiers’
conference and took it off us.

“It’s nothing short of scandal.

“We are supporting very heavily the
Labor States, but that’s something that
will be changed at the next Federal
election, if I'm still alive.”

Sir Joh said Mr Kerin could ‘jump in
the lake’ again with his stand on aid.

“He can jump in two lakes or even
three lakes if he likes, his threatening
won’t make any difference,” he said.

“They've got to play their part and

Queensland
won’t pay
half costs

they can’t get out of it,” the Premier
said.

Sugar farmers from Mossman to
Beenleigh will gather in Townsville next
week to determine what amount of
change they will accept for their
industry.

Queensland Canegrowers’ Council
spokesman Bill Kerr said 30 representa-
tives would discuss industry derégulation
at the meeting on Wednesday.

The meeting’s decision would be
reported to State Primary Industry
Minister Neil Turner on October 14, the

deadline set at talks between the
Government and cane industry
representatives.

The new round of discussions is aimed
at reaching a joint industry position on
the amount of deregulation it will accept
before the State Government has talks
with the Federal Government on an aid
package for the ailing industry.

It follows an outcry last week from
cane growers who said the State
Government had sold them out by
accepting substantial deregulation of the
industry in talks with the Federal
Government.

Mr Kerr said the Federal Government
rc(}uired some degree of deregulation
before it proceeded with a price support
package.

He said cane growers were disappoint-
ed the Queensland Government was
continuing to refuse to consider a joint
Federal-State aid deal.

“We've never said the Queensland
Government should go 50-50, but we feel
they should put something in. The actual
amount would be something for the two
governments to decide,” he said.
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Commissioner John
Woodward will be
inspecting a number of
existing and proposed
multiple occupancy
sites. in Tweed Shire
today.

He announced details of
the proposed inspections at
the conclusion of yester-
day’s sitting of the Inquiry
into Multiple Occupancy
being held at Murwillum-
bah.

An additional 16 sub-
missions of the total of 41
were presented to the
inquiry yesterday.

On Monday nine sub-
missions were heard.

Mr Woodward said that
he would get around as
many of the sites as
possible today and if that
was not possible might
consider another inspec-
tion tomorrow.

A decision would be
made today whether or not
to re-open the inquiry
LOMOrrow.

All who were present to
make their submissions
were heard at yesterday’s
sitting,

The areas to be inspect-
ed today are:

® Mt Warning Hamlet.

® Woodhelven, Rolands
Creek Road.

@ Coal Creek Hamlet.

® The Big Terragon,
Kyogle Road.

@® Byrrill Creek Hamlet.

@® Pretty Gully Hamlet.

® Sainty and Asbeck,
Tomewin Road.

@ Martin, Urliup Road.

® Bruce Lang, Urliup
Road.

@ Ducat Park.

@ Crystal Vale.

@® Tarcoola Uki, Kyogle
Road.

Submissions  to the
inquiry yesterday were
presented by Rural Sett-
lement Task Force;
Department of Agricul-
ture; Soil Conservation
Service; Bilambil, Urliup
and Carool Residents
Action Group; Lismore
City Council; Ald Mac-
Nicolson, Lismore; Ray
Woolams; Wollumbin
Homebuilders  Associa-
tion; Coal Creek
Community; Mt Warning
Co-operative; Doug
Davidson; Wollumbin
Wildlife Reserve; Tweed
Valley Conservation
Trust; Byrrill Creek
Hamlet Pty Ltd; Tony
Huxley, Uki; Pretty Gully
Co-operative and John
Morgan Lowe. Hidden
Valley.

Mr Woodward said that
all submissions would be
left with the Tweed Shire
Council until Friday week,
October 11, so that any of
the parties can puruse
them.

He said that there were
some from departments to
come forward yet.

He said if any party
wanted to raise any
objections of another they
should be submitted in
writing to the party
concerned by October 18
and answers should be

made by Friday,
November 1 back to the
party who asked the
question,

Mr Woodward said that
questions needed to be
directed to the actual
party concerned.

He said when the
inquiry was re-convened at
a later date he would
collect all' the questions
and answers.

“I'm proposing to ask a
number of questions of
parties mysell and these
and the answers will be

put before the inquiry,” he
said.

Mr Woodward said he
proposed to ask further
questions of Tweed Shire
Council, the Department
of Environment and
Planning, Department of
Local Government, Lis-
more City Council and the
Lands Tax Office to name
some of the parties.

Todays’ inspections will
start from the Murwillum-
bah Civic Centre at 9am
and are open to the public.

Ombudsman’s staff
visit Murwillumbah

Members of

the

staff of the NSW

Ombudsman will be at Murwillumbah tomorrow.

They will be at the Murwillumbah Community Aid
Council in the railway barracks on the Pacific Highway.

The two representatives will be there between 9 am
and 3 pm and appointments to see them can be made by

phoning 723003.

The Ombudsman iavestigates complaints about
NSW Government departments, councils and members

of the police force.

The representatives have been making a tour of the
Far North Coast and the Murwillumbah visit is part of

that tour.

A spokesman for the Ombudsman's office said
yesterday that complaints varied and last year more than

6000 were received in NSW,

About one quarter were about the police force and
the remainder about local councils. -

He said with complaints about councils they were
looked at as a body, not as individuals,

Farmers made up a number of people who made
complaints and this was usually against local and
government authorities such as county councils and

water supply authorities.
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“Task force warns
of rating problems

The Commission of Inquiry into
Multiple Occupancy being held at
Murwillumbah was told yesterday that
any legislation to change the basis of
- rating to one of a user pay principle
would be a Pandora’s box of
monumental proportions.

This was claimed in a submission to
Commissioner John Woodward put forward by
the Rural Settlement Task Force.

The submission asked what rate would users of
heavy vehicles pay on other rural properties? _

Will clubs and hotels be rated differently from
other commercial business because they generated a
greater useage of roads and nced more community
services such as police and medical facilities to cope
with the side effects of their activity.

The submission put forward by Peter Hamilton
and Dave Lambert said that the task force was a non
profit community-based association seeking to
promote the interests of rural resettlement in the
form of MO.

It understood that the findings and
recommendations by the Commissioner were likely to
be reflected in the final wording of the State policy
and also in rating.

It was the task force's view that there frequently
appeared to be basic differences in planners’
expectations, values and attitudes re the expected
and/or desirable development in the long term and
those of new settlers. -

Frequently planners appeared td take the worst
scenario as the basis for justifying heavy road
upgrading conditions.

Alternatives that might be considered in the
regard are:

- @ That where upgradings is borne by the
development the repayment be made on a
proportional basis if and when other development
occurs which uses the same road.

® Making that as a condition of DA approval that
no upgrading will take place at council cost unless
and until there are a stipulated number of actual or
proposed road users.
. The task force was opposed to any open ended
situation which may have the result of an MO

s Mol A amam

application double paying for services or facilities
simply because there are these two avenues under
which council may seek a contribution.

The association can see no reason why people
living in a hamlet development should be treated
differently from people living in a block of flats or
units, people living in granny flats, even perhaps a
substantial number of people, whether related or not,
living in a single dwelling.

It opposed at this time any proposal to amend
the existing legislation with a view to introducing
cither a head tax, dwelling tax or separate tax on
improved valuations with respect to MO. '

The only equitable and realistic method to make
the user pay for road use was through petrol tax.

Short of this it is approved the present situation
where the Grants Commission was making funds
available to those councils who have a population
increase due in part to MO settlement.

The association was of the view that:

@ Existing illegal developments should be afforded
the opportunity of legalising their situation subject to
the provisions of the draft State Environmental
Planning Policy. 2

© Speeding the implementation of alleged pending
amendments to a section of the Local Government
Act to provide recognition of buildings constructed
without prior approval.

@ Supporting the introduction of licensing of
caravan parks and camping grounds as announced by
the Minister for Local Government Kevin Stewart in
August this year.

® Supporting the views that an owner, or
part-owner of a property when residing on the
property is not required to obtain a moveable
dwelling licencer

The submission also stated that the potential
adverse impact on other residents in the area could be
diminished by: - Y e

® The planting of trees, shrubs, barner grass, etc.

@ Effective and sensitive siting of buildings and
other development. .

® Council acting in the role of a friendly adviser in
the formulation of proposals.

® The quick implementation of the Draft SEPP
which would have the effect of allowing such
development to be spread out into suitable areas of
the State as opposed to being restricted to a very

small and sometimes unsuitable locality.
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‘Multiple occupancy inquiry

Submission

The submission by
the Rural Resettlement
Task Force to the
Commission of Inquiry
into multiple occupancy
in Tweed Shire covered
almost 70 foolscap
pages. "

It had five separate
sections and 28 appen-
dices. '

The submission also
contained comments and
recommendations arising
from primary submissions
by several organisations.

These were Tweed Shire

Council, Lismore City
Council, Kyogle Shire
Council, Land Commis-

sion, Northern Rivers
County Council, Depart-

ment of Agriculture,
Department of Local
Government, Soil

Conservation Service,
Johnson Farm  Man-
agement and the Depart-
ment of Planning and
Environment.

The Task Force in its
summary of recommenda-
tions dealt with eight
separate sections.

These were:

@ Problems encountered
by the council in applying
the present provisions of
LEP No. 6 Shire of
Tweed.

@ The determination of
an equitable formula for

arriving at contributions.

under Section 94 towards
council provided services
and facilities.

©® The implications of
MO development for the
provision of other services
and facilities.

® The need for an
equitable system to rate
properties with MO

approval commensurate
with the actual residential
occupation of the 'and.

® Schemes in conflict
with MO objectives which
involve small
common land and large

areas effectively alienated -

to individual management
or residential subdivision.

@ Action that anti-
cipates development ap-
proval such as clearing

land, road building and

the construction of build-
ings.

@ Adverse impacts on
individual MO proposals
on other residents in the
vicinity.

@ Means suggested to
overcome these problems
and any others that might
be identified by the
commission.

Some of the
mendations under
various sections were:

@ "“That the commission
recommend that the
SEEP 15 provide there be
no minimum lot size for
MO development (i.e. that
the present 40 ha min-
imum be deleted and that
council consider each case
on its merits). )

@ “That clause 12A (2)
(b) be retained to give
effect to the provision that
MO be owned in its
entirety in common by at
least two thirds of all
adults residing on the
land, or is otherwise
owned on behalf of those
persons’’.

@ “That council does
have adequate jurisdiction
to assess and determine the
nature of internal roads™.

@ That the ‘vast number
of complaints ... caused ...
by the construction of

recom-
the

. non

areas of-

internal roads’ appears
primarily to be related to
bona-fide MO
development™.

@ “That the attention of
the Minister for Planning
and Environment be
drawn to the immunity
with which trees of
significance may be, and it
appears recently have
been, destroyed in the
Tweed Shire area and that
if immediate rectification
by council is not forth-
coming that consideration
be given by the Minister to
issuing an appropriate
directive, or if necessary
relieving the council of its
planning jurisdiction™.

@ “That if a breach of
the Tree Preservation
Order occurs council
automatically take action
to scek redress as provided
by the:

1. Imposition of a fine
up to $20,000 and

2. The replanting of
nominated trees and their
maintenance to maturity
and

3. Provision of security
to cover default™.

® ‘That a uniform
standard of construction
for internal roads should
not be adopted and that
construction need not be
supervised by a qualified
engineer’’.

@ “That where a Sec-
tion 94 contribution is
applicable to a MO
development:—

_(a) an option always be
provided for a time
payment arrangement;

(b) no payment need
commence prior to the
first building application
approval; and

(c) an option always be

provided for ‘in kind’ .
payments”,

® “That subject to
preceding  recommenda-

tion the following max-
imum contributions are
recommended:—

(a) Roads and bridges
— maximum of $1500 per
dwelling.

_(b) Community facili-
ties — maximum of $150
per dwelling.

(c) Open space —
maximum of $150 per
dwelling.

(d) Bush fire fighting
facilities — maximum oi
$150 per dwelling”.

® “That it be recom-
mended to the Minister
for Natural Resources
Janice Crosio that local
electricity authorities be
advised of the Govern-

ment’s policy in support of ~

the wuse of renewable
energy resources; and to
take appropriate steps to
ensure that such authori-
ties do not lend weight to
local government councils
by recommending the
supply of mains power, as
a condition of MO
development approval™.

@ “That MO communi-
ties pose no unusual
specific ‘threat’ to tradi-
tional non-intensive rural

agricultural develop-
ment”,

® “That the use of
‘buffer zoning’ not be

required between MO
communities and non-
intensive rural agricultural
development”.

® “That MO develop-
ment be permissible with
council approval on prime
agricultural land
developed in pursuant to

itlines

the draft SEPP and in
particular the clause
which provides that land
on wll;g:h the dwellings are
situated is not prime
and pasture ]and?', 9P
® “That the present
options open to council for
rating should not be
changed”. :

@ “That the council may
opt, where appropriate, to
require as a condition of
approval, that the ap-
proval will lapse if at the
expiration of a specified
period, specific conditions
have not been fulfilled, or
development as applied for
has not occurred”.

@ “That where the
council considers a MO
application  is  ques-

tionable, due to its size or
bona-fides etc., council
recommends that the
application be withdrawn
and re-submitted for
re-zoning as a ‘rural
residential’ area™.

® “That is respect of
construction carried out
without council consent, a
section of the Act gives
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council discretion in that it
‘may’ order demolition, or
it ‘may’ order the doing of
“such work as is necessary
to make the building
comply with the Act” or it
‘may’ choose to take no
action. The issuing of a
demolition should be an
action of last resort only
and that in the first
instance rectification of
the situation be sought by
council on as co-operative
a basis with the owners as
practical™.

@ “That as far as is

practicable the application
of building regulations be
based upon the ‘perform-
ance criteria’ and that,
where possible there be
‘deregulation’ of buildings
codes in accordance with

problems

objections of the Australia
Uniform Building Regula-
li_(]ms Co-ordinating Coun-
cil”., :
@ ““That existing illegal
MO development be
afforded the opportunity
of legalisation as provided,
if this is considered to be
not technically possible
then adopting a policy
such as to give effect to
the spirit of this policy™.

@ “That the proposed
licensing of caravan parks
and camping grounds be
introduced as a matter of
wraencv  and that when
introduced, this provision
be used by applicants as
one option to facilititate
non share holders residing
on MO land or potential
MO land".
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~ The public hearing of submis-

sions into the
- Inquiry into multiple occupancy
<in Tweed Shire was concluded at

@ Cémm!ssioner
John Woodward

Commission of

>

Murwillumbah yesterday.

Commissioner .John Woodward
will now consider all the 51
submissions and additional informa-
tion before preparing a report some
time in the new year.

The report will then go to the
NSW Minister for Planning and
Environment Bob Carr before being

“made public. >
- It is expected that this will not be

d  until around March next year.

The Commission of Inquiry was
ordered by Mr Carr at the request of
Tweed Shire Council.

It began at Murwillumbah early in
October and was re-convened again
on Tuesday and concluded yesterday.

Most of the two days’ sitting was
taken up with a detailed and
comprehensive submission from the
Rural Settlement Task Force based
at Nimbin.

Tweed Shire Council in part of its
submission told Commissioner
Woodward that it had received about
300 submissions following the public
exhibition of its .draft Local

dward en
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Environmental Plan and it was

hoping Commissioner Woodward’s
report would be available before it
finalised that plan.

(The draft LEP was dealt with at a
special town planning committee
meeling of the council yesterday
which was in conuuitlee.

Earlier the council had carried out
a number of inspections throughout
the shire),

Also this week it was stated that a ;

firm NSW Government policy on
multiple occupancy development was
expected early next year.

Mr Carr said that a draft State
environmental planning policy on
multiple occupancy had generated a
significant response. -

He said that more than 60 local
government councils as well as
individuals and community groups
had provided comments on the.draft
policy.

., At Tuesday’s sitting of the
+Commission of Inquiry, Commis-

~sioner Woodward said he had made

Arangements for those submissions

from the State-wide plan to be made
available to him so that he could take
them into consideration when
compiling his report.
Commenting on the State-wide
plan, Mr Carr said “Multiple
occupancy involves building dwellings
on a single parcel of (ural land which
is to be jointly owned, managed or
occupied”. :
“The draft policy reflects the

‘Government’s continued support for

multiple occupancy of rural land, but
this support is based on the strong
belief that most multiple occupancies
wish to co-operate and conform with
the law. .

“Present planning law does not
make adequate provision for such
development.

“Under the proposed policy,
multiple occupancy developments
would be permitted with council
consent in rural zones outside the
major metropolitan areas of Sydney,
Newecastle and Wollongong,” he said.

“Such consent would be subject to
the protection of environmentally

inquir

sensitive areas and prime crop and
pasture land and would take into
account the capability of the land for

* the proposed use,” said Mr Carr.

“The Department of Environment
and Planning is now reviewing the
suhmissions and the issues raised will
be taken into account before a
decision on the policy is taken in the
new year.” - S R

The Minister said that he expected
. existing illegal multiple occupancies
to submit development applications to

_ the relevant couricils.

“Councils then will have a
responsibility to administer the
multiple occupancy policy when it is
ymade, in a humane and sensitive

“way,” he said. -

“Any further multiple occupancy
development which occurs outside the
requirements of the policy will be
reviewed with concern.”  °

@ See story on Task Force
submission
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The University of NSW
became the SIst organisation
to make a submission to the
Commission of Inquiry into
Multiple Occupancy which
was reconvened at Murwil-
lumbah yesterday.

In its submission it stated that it
had been carrying out field work
during the past two months starting
in the southern part of the State
working north.

It would be looking at Tweed Shire
soon and hoped to have its draft findings
on multiple occupancy with a study of
land use and management in particular
available in January 1986.

They would be made available to
Commissioner Woodward.

The submission said that the
university was trying to get some
measure of use and the productivity of
multiple occupancies which it tended to
refer to as rural sharing communities.

It was looking at self-servicing and
sclf-providing and had discovered a
number of outside activities generated
within a multiple occupancy.

There had also been a high degree of
land rehabilitation especially through
re-afforestation.

In general there was a large scale

UNIVERSITY
ENTERS
INQUIRY

Roading was the most
conlentious 1ssue.

Two things stood oul.

One was that all communities had a
high degree of bookkeeping and it was
admitted that had been a surprise.

They had set aside some gross income
for reserve funds and this was contrary
to some previous survey findings.

Some were in financial stress and
desperately short of capital but only one
had been found to be actually in debt.

The second finding was that they were
short of labor.

One basic test in making the survey
was that the land was owned in common.

Another submission was put forward
by Byrill Creek and it endorsed that of
the Rural Resettlement Task Force and
called for the publication of a handbook
as a guide to setting up a multiple
occupancy.

Commissioner Woodward said that
was being looked at now by the NSW
Government,

The submission also asked that they be
treated equally with all other residents,
by service authorities and also to be
eligible for first home grants.

The Wollumbin Home Builders’
Association in an additional submission
also endosed that the Task Force and the
need for a good advice book.

It also claimed the Tweed Shire’s tree
preservation order didn’t protect trees

possibly

percent self-serviced.

Yesterday’s sitting of
the Commission of
Inquiry into Multiple
Occupancy at Murwil-
lumbah, was told that
Tweed Shire Council
was hoping its findings
would be available
when it was making a
final decision on the
Local Environmental
Plan for the shire.

Council’s deputy town
planner, Gary Smith, was
making the council’s final
submission to the inquiry.

Mr Smith said it was a
brief submission and
council felt that with what
it had put forward
previously and inspections
carried out by Commis-
sioner Woodward he
would be able to make a
decision.

He said the public
exhibition of the council’s
draft LEP had concluded
and a special town
planning committee meet-
ing today was to decide
whether there would be a
formal inquiry into the
plan or not or how it
should be dealt with now.

Asked by Commissioner
Woodward if it had been a
contentious issue, Mr
Smith said there had been
in excess of 300 submis-
sions but he would have

agricultural

in several

undertaking of biological
activities.

It had found that
communities they were 90

seif-sufficient and many virtually 100

percent

expected more for a
shire-wide plan.

He said he hadn’t gone
through the submissions in
detail and there were very
few relating to multiple
occupancy in particular.

“Those we have could
be made available to you,”
he told Commissioner
Woodward.

He also told Commis-
sioner Woodward in
response to a question that
council could make avail-
able to him details of any
application council might
make for grants or if it
could seek funding on the
basis of multiple oc-
cupancy.

_;\sklcd about road con-
tributions, Mr Smith said

across the whole shire.

Commissioner Woodward said that in
relation to making information available
maybe councils
contact point.

could become the

Council seeks
early finding

have been accused of
over-design standards.

Questions were asked il
a road could be developed
to a certain standard over
a particular time to take
away the initial high cost
of contribution.

Commissioner Wood-
ward said it seemed to be a
fairly sound method.

Mr Smith said Tweed
council’s approach had
been to look at the traffic
count, the likely increase
in traffic and Australian
road standards.

Commissioner  Wood-
ward said perhaps this
could be discussed with
council and the views
referred back to him.

council had made a
decision in 1982 that they
could be paid off over five
years with the same amount
of interest as that charged
for overdue rates.

This
brought
previous

hadn’t been
out in
submission
no-one had taken that
offer up and the formal
details hadn’t been worked
out yet.

council’s
but

Commissioner Wood-
ward said during his
inspections of Tweed and
other areas the issue had
arisen regarding road
standards and councils

sy

DAY SAT,
BOXING &
NEW YEARS
DAY
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MULTIPLE

OCCUPANCY
INQUIRY

Commissioner John
Woodward expects to have
his report into multiple
occupancy completed early
in the new year.

He said this yesterday at the
re-convened Commission of
Inquiry into multiple occupancy
which was heard in the Murwil-
lumbah Court House.

The inquiry had been adjourned
part-heard from the first week in
October.

Commissioner Woodward was
appointed to chair the inquiry by the
NSW Minister for Planning and
Environment, Bob Carr at the request
of Tweed Shire Council.

Tht final submissions were made to
the inquiry yesterday.

In those, Tweed Shire Council’s
proposed tree preservation order
came under fire and it was claimed
that it was making a mockery out of
environmental planning legislation.

The order was described as being
grossly inadequate and that Mr
Carr's attention should be drawn to
the trees that had already been
destroyed in the shire and con-
sideration should be given by the
Minister to relieving council of its
planning jurisdiction.

The submission, which was one of
51, came from the Rural Re-settle-
ment Task Force and it also called for
the appointment of a full-time
environmental officer in the shire.

The submission also claimed that
three proposed multiple occupancies
in the Urliup Road and Tomewin
areas were not bona fide and that the
tree preservation order had been
ignored with the clearing of the
properties concerned. ,

The submission claimed that the
applications were for speculative
purposes.

In its comprehensive submission
the Task Force dealt with all aspects
of multiple occupancy and claimed
there was a need for guidelines to be
set down and published and also for
Tweed Shire Council to publicly state
from time to time that permission was
required for road developments and

RESUMES

More
stories P3

® Commissioner

John Woodward

land clearing similar to that which
had occurred in relation to the three
applications.

Opening the re-convened inquiry
Commissioner Woodward said he had
made arrangements for all submis-
sions made in response to the
State-wide draft environmental plan
to be made available to him.

He said he would be also taking
into account the various submissions
made 1o it across the State.

Commissioner Woodward had said
all submissions to the inquiry were
available to the public.

He said: I was proposing,
depending on the number of parties,
to take any further submissions in the
next day or so and then take
submission in reply and that would
conclude the public hearing of the
inquiry.”

Commissioner Woodward said: “I
would then propose to spend January
and February sifting through all the
submissions and documents to
prepare my report as soon as possible
in the new year”.

The ‘Rural Re-settlement Task
Force will complete its final
submission at today’s sitting of the
Commission of Inquiry at 9.30 am.
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and had direct implications, for
the North Coast,

The Ombudsman received a
complaint from a civil rights
dssociation 1n a country town
about low-flying by a  police
helicopter searching for Indian
hemp plantations on the North
Coast,

Mr Masterman, reporting on
the complaint by 45 people,
said:

One couple said they were
naked and asleep in bed with
their skylight window open
when the noise of a police
helicopter woke them. They saw
two people in the helicopter, one
with a pair of binoculars,
peering into the room. The
helicopter was so close thar its
down-draft blew debris into the
house.

The police officer who was
said that it flew as low as
10 metres above the
undergrowth, and occasionally
as low as I5 to 20 metres above
the ground while photographs
were taken. He deniedg Ifar
there had been any peering into
a bedroom.

There was
supported by a Forestry
Commission employee, that the
helicopter flew close 1o children
playing in an open field, about
10 to 12 metres above their
heads. It then landed only 30 to
40 metres away from the
children.

A child became frightened by
the helicopter’s” noise and
started to scream.

Officers of the Forestry
Commission and the Far North
Coast County Council told the
Ombudsman they had seen and
been in the police helicopter
while it flew close to houses.

They thought that it was
unnecessary to fly in certain
areas, particularly where there
were people on the ground, and
houses. On one occasion, the
helicopter flew so low that the
down-draft blew down papaw
frees. .

; L
evidence,

The Ombudsman, in a draft
report, last year made recomm-

endations on drug searches by
police helicopters to the former
Minister for Police, Mr
Anderson.

They were: That the Police
Department should not give
approval for police helicopters to
search private properties (except
for search and rescue oper-
ations) at altitudes below
500 metres in cities, towns and
populous areas, or 160 metres in
other areas, unless authorised by
warrant, Helicopters should not
fly below these altitudes for any
purpose not stated in the
warrant.

A spokesman for Mr
Anderson’s successor, Mr
Paciullo, said that the Minister
had not seen the recomm-
endations, but would consider
them ‘in due course’.

Speaking from Los Angeles
last week, Mr Paciullo said that
the NSW Police Force would

et a $9 million air division of

ixed wing planes and
helicopters to help catch
speeding motorists. ;
He said the division,

: operational by the end of this

year, also would be used for
rescue and criminal detection
work.

But others have a different
‘view: “George Orwell's novel
1984 was not far wrong:
Helicopters flush out the
small-time dope growers who
make police statistics look
good.”

This is the opinion of John, a
local professional man in his 30s
who has been breaking the law
by smoking Indian hemp since
he was 17. .

Pt of felin 5.
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YMAYOR’S
|« MESSAGE

ILLEGAL BUILDINGS
AMNESTY

There has been quite a good response to the
Council's decision to give people who have con-
structed buildings anywhere in the city area without
prior approval an opportunity to legalise them without
penalty.

Several have come before the Council recently
and every effort is being made to accommodate
them. To do so is not always easy, especially where
the zoning of the area prohibits a particular type of
building. Some of these might need substantial alter-
ation to gain compliance.

The important thing is, however, that where the
owner comes forward before the end of June, and
brings his problem to the Council to try to get a
solution, there will be no prosecution for illegal build-
ing per se. Those who do NOT come forward, howev-
er, will not be protected after June 30, The Council
has adopted a policy that they be prosecuted without
fear or favour whenever they are detected. And of
course it has several inspectors in the field all the
fime.

The amnesty applies to all illegal buildings,
whether in town or in the country. The policy about
subsequent prosecution also applies equally to both.

It is in everybody's interests, both the owner or
occupier and the community at large, that buildings
comply with the standards laid down. Those stan-
dards are there to protect your health and your
safety.

Anyone who is aware of an illegal building on his
or her property is urged to come forward and get it
rectified NOW. It could prove very costly if you don't
act before June 30.

- 104-»796

Regards,
BOB SCULLIN,
MA'Y.

Rural Resettlement Task Force,
P.O. Box 62
Nimbin. N.S.W. 2480
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The amnesty was to have ended on June 30, but has
been extended to the end of this month.

Since March 4, the amnesty has guaranteed that
people who register any illegal structures with the
council will not be prosecuted.

The Rural Resettlement Task Forece had asked that
the initial four-month period be extended until new
planning guidelines for multiple and dual occupancy
came into force.

Until late last week, the council had received 221
applications under the amnesty — 134 rural and 87
urban.

Dwelling additions (39) topped urban applications,
followed by sheds (20), pergolas (14), and
carports/garages (14).

Rural applications included farm sheds (46),
dwellings (32), dwelling additions (18), and
carports/garages (13).

In a report to the council, the town clerk, Mr B C
Stevens, recommended that such an indefinite
extension was not possible.

But Mr Stevens said that giving people an
additional month’s grace was more than reasonable
considering the extensive publicity given to the
amnesty.

He said owners who failed to register illegal
buildings under the amnesty, if caught. would face
prosecution.

The chief town planner, Mr P Reynders, said the
objective "of the exercise was to give people the
opportunity to legalise their dwellings.

gal buil
amnGSty /u%f’?7/5'é
IS extended

The Lismore City Council has extended its amnesty deadline on illegal buildings. %

'i"gs

“Many of these
dwellings cannot be
legalised because they are
not in multiple occupancy
or dual occupancy zones,”
he said.

“The amnesty allows
the council to defer
development applications
until the new planning
guidelines are announced.

“But there still would
be a residue of people who
would not qualify under
the new guidelines.

MR REYNDERS
“The council could send a list of these buildings to
the Department of Environment and Planning,
suggc%tmg collective spot rezonmgs to clean up the
problem.”
Mr Reynders said he had no idea when the new
planning guidelines. might be gazetted.

9




Lismore Council Amnesty lhe RRTF
requested an extension of it
A 3 until the new M.0. State Policy
d Ao Q0 od e R was released. Council refused
RURAL RESETTLEMENT TASK FORCE this request but extended it
PO. BOX 62 NIMBIN 2480 NS.\wW/ another month. At least a couple
more M.0. communities put in for
Kyogle Council Demo Orders Demo-— the amnesty during the extension.
lition Orders have been served on Those with Development Approval
some 12 buildings for which the problems will no doubt be
owners did not put in a Develop- watching and supporting the re-
ment and/or Building application sults of the M.0. Legal Aid Fund
after they were found out by and Stoney Chute court appeal !
Council inspectors. It is under-
stood that these Demo Orders will FHOS Home Grants A recommendation
be withdrawn if the owner does and suggested legislation in the
something to legalise them within form of a regulation has gone to
90 days. A Court appeal is pos- Minister Stewart West and the
sible. RRTF is very hopeful that it will
be accepted. This would grant
Community Titles Act As with all sufficient legal interest for
government inniatives, this one applicants from Council approved
has become bogged down on its so- communities to qualify for the
called 'fast track'. Ministerial grants. Our fingers are crossed!
responsibility got shifted from
Lands to Attorney General & it Our Supporters Some 28 M.0. com~-
now looks like a couple months to munities have now supported our
go before Cabinet and 1987 to financial appeal which has’ now
reach Parliament. Also the Dept topped the $2600 mark! Communi-
of Environment & Planning which ties which support us, support
says where and under what condi- the movement generally and in
tions it will be permitted looks return receive a short newsletter
like possibly taking years to "and updated list of written Re-
decide something. Thats assuming source Material. For more infor-
various lobby groups don't suc- mation contact the Neighbourhood
na ! -
ceed in s eding things up Centre on Wednesdays &/ 20/8‘/96.




LETTERS

lorence 12.8.86

ear Nimbin's Friends,

've got some news for you all, after 1
ent through all the discriminations in

he community Zappatori senza Padroni,

ent in several government bodies,

fficies & politicions plus the Italian
arliament & to the Human Rights Comm.

n Genevaj; I decided to raise only &
nough money to get back home to Australia
ith or without politicians permission
will get back to Nimbin to such projects
desperately need some economical

upport to get the airplaine tickett
ogether. 1986 is the International Year
or Peace & my own stand would be a
nternational Action formy own Human
ights for the Environment & for the
lternative Lifestyle. If you wish to
elp me please send in one way or the

ther some money to:CASSA DI RISPARMIO

I FIRENZE FILIALE DI SAN GIMIGNANO

SIENA) addressed to: ALFREDO BONANNO,

/o Community Aguarius POGGIO ALLE FONTT
IUCIANO 53037 SAN GIMIGNANO (SIENA)

TALY.

]

f you are going to send money, vlea. .
eep record of them & tray to notifay my-
elf too. Honesty is hard to come by in
taly & some politicions are pretty nasty

vt B R T e R e i L e I e e e il iy
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The Destruction of the Daintree Continues.

The Douglas Shire Council has just
released plans for further road excavation
& Real Estate subdivision in hitherto
wilderness areas of the Greater Daintree
Region. The plans include: $ Road widening
part of Alexander Range by dynamite
blasting. § Shaving the peak off Donovans
Range on the contoversial Cape Tribulation
to Bloomfield Road. $ Converting Emmagen
Creek into a gravel quarry for Road
Maintenance. § Opening up substantial
subdivisions near Wujal Wujal Mission

at Bloomfield. $8358588888

The Greater Daintree Action Centre

based at the Original Blockade Site at
Cape Tribulation is the only environ-
mental group taking a direct role in
fighting the local councils latest moves.
The Centre is a grass roots organization
consisting of a dedicated group of live-
in activists. It is not funded by any
State ornational conservation bodies, all
of it's funding comes from the people
involved & from you. The fight to save
the Daintree will be a difficult & costly
one, & we need all the help we can get.
Anyone interested in becoming directly
involved is welcome to join us on site.

If you can't come in person but still
wish to assist in rescuing this unique
area, we require urgent financial

assistance to pay for high cost of
"INnihne =11ch a cammadion. Plasas orditvre

i

wt



KL

Lo

SESEAREAE

&

BB

e

Without drugs,

the

town could collapse

L) 2 e n 0 b
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MARG BURTON does time in Nimbin lock-up for unlicensed driving. "Why
run oway, " she says. "He'd only come down to the pub and catch me.”

Henry Heroin is lying low.
Marg Burton smokes in the
open doorway of Nimbin
police station’s only cell.

At the Neighborhood Centre,
Katie Love fights disillusionment
by reminding herself that Jupiter
will soon align with Mars . . . well,
almost.

It's 1lam and Nimbin's Freema-
son's Hotel Is jumping. Segregation
is voluntary and without rancor.
Straights in the front bar, Freaks in
the back.

Gordon Poole paid $850,000 for the
place just a week ago. He smiles the
smile of a man onto a good thing.

It's a curious prosperity. Officially,
the town admits to a population of
700. Unofficially, the number stands
closer to 20,000 — an outlaw society
of idealists, dreamers, dropouts,
crackpots, eccentrics and scam art-
ists. o

They appear {from the hills, whoop
it up, disappear again. This once
derelict dairy town booms and bust-
les on the profits from marijuana

ots 5 ed amid a thousand

itop holdouts.

“Without drugs — and the dole —
the town could collapse,” says Sen-
ior Sergeant Col Wheatley, one of
Nimbin's two policemen.

“You have to draw the line. If you
attacked everyone, you'd need 20
paolice.”

Nimbin's communes support a
constantly shifting population.

Real names have long since been
jettisoned. How, with a straight
face, do you write a warrant for
Peler Pussy Cat or Skinny John?

Even the police have nicknames,
Col and partner Senior Constable
Chris Stuart are known, not with-
out affection, as The Terrible
Twins,

They're hoping for reinforce-
ments. No one wants the job. Nim-
bin is a policeman’s nightmare. Of
their predecessors, one became a
Jehovah's Witness, the other a
Christadelphian.

Col and Chris make plenty of arr-
ests. More arrests, they say, than
nearby stations with three and four
times their strength. About once a
month, someone will atltempt to
beat them up.

“you name it, Nimbin's got it,"
says Col, “There are communes for
transvestites, lesblans, homosex-

T T

i
@ In 1973, hippies from all over Australio descended on
the northern NSW township of Nimbin for the Festival Of
Aquarius. Hundreds bought shares in communes. Last week,
writer DAVID BENTLEY and photographer MIKE LARDER re-
turned to Nimbin to see how the experiment went.

uals and every religion known to
man. There are dome people, pyra-
mid people, droog people . . ."

And they tell of finding tunnels
through the lantana, low and nar-
row so that a man must pull himself
along the ground on his elbows to
reach the lushly irrigated planta-
tion of weed beyvond.

“¥ou see how much work and in-
genuity has gone into what they've
done and you think; if that man
had put as much effort into doing
something within the law, he'd have
been a big success,” Col says.

There are tales of hippy houses
with well-used airstrips. of raggedy
longhairs who buy expensive farm
machinery for cash. Chris, raised in
the area, once had the experience of
busting his old schoolteacher.

"ENTER AT YOUR
ENSWN RISK

For people in this northern New
South Wales town, marijuana is no
longeran issue, just a fact of life.

Nimbin's outspoken visionary,
barrister David Spain, sees laws
banning marijuana as self-defeat-
ing.

A Geelong Grammar old boy and
former army officer, David says 80
per cent of the s surrounding
marijuana stem from criminalisa-
ton,

“It's a waste of court and police
time,” he says. “It creates black
markets, unearned profits, rip-offs.

“If decriminalised, that plant
would be a wonderful source of rev-
enue, not so much for its drug as its
{ibre content — paper, cloth, rope.

“Bugger the drug. IU's the fibre
content that's important. All our

‘date

T D T T

currency notes are made out of
marijuana paper. .

“If people want to smoke it, it's up
to them, It's not for the State to in-
terfere.”

Rightly or wrongly, many hippies
Nimbin's heroin problems
from the big drug raid on Mullum-
bimby some years ago.

With their crops confiscated or
burned, growers began dabbling in
heroin as a slopgap.

A junkie population sprang up
where none had been before. Mari-
juana plantings increased to fi-
nance heroin addicts' $1000 to $2000
a week habits.

The new arrivals, themselves
young, arrived just as the children
of the Aguarius people were enter-
ing their teenage years. They intro-
duced the needle.

The pioneers of peace, harmony
and self-sufficiency have become
that most everyday thing — worried
parents.

i’ igilante patrols drove the junk-
ies out of established communes —
in one instance, violently with
pitchforks.

The Rainbow Cafe, social focal
point of the town, gave junkies the
cold shoulder. The pub refused to
serve hard cases.

Outcasts have became known as
Droogs (after the roughnecks in
The Clockwork Orange) — sleeping
under Nimbin's psychedelically
adorned buildings by night, wan-
dering the main street by day, semi-
feral and publicly self-destructive.

They are observed, with sadness.
by Katie Love through the glass
shopfront of the Neighborhood
Centre, a sort of information ex-
change opposile the Rainbow Cafe.

Katie bought a share in Tuntable
Commune back in 1973, when the al-
ternative society first hit on the
ides of turning the Aquarius Festi-
val Into an on-going celebration.

In Sydney, she had been a liber-
tarian, a nihilist and finally a hippy.
She thought that sharing and giv-
ing eould change the world.

In Kathmandu, she had met poor

G




Cars line Nimbin's main street . .

people who were happy. She genu-
inely believed that the Aguarius
people could ereate un Australian
utopla. .

neer, They shake no work-calloused
hippy hands,
Says David Spain: “At least one-
third of the people are trying to
Hisve a

Now she speaks with ingled
hope and disillusionment: “Com-
merclalism is taking over, We can't
seein Lo help ourselves.

“There are heaps of people doing
the fine Inspired work but they're
golng Lo get left bahind.

“Me ard my mates brought every-
one here In the first place. We did
all the poneering. The others came
1o on the wave.

“The gving people are In danger
of belng trampled underfoot. The
others, the ones who put all their
energy mito thelr own arens and
sald blow everybody else, are sud-
denly Nimbin's shining examples.

* “Land ownership ?IA.'J changed
everything: now only the rich can
come hers," she says,

“The harsh reality Is that there
are people on the streets who only
want to crink themselves to death:
&nd there are others who only want
to kick tham out of the way.

“I'm net saying IU's gone wrong.
But people can't hang in. They run
off und tel everyane [ didn't work.”

Unill reeently Katle and her teen-
age daughter lved In a tenl at
Tuntable commune — saving to
turn a pile of motley butlding
materials into a dwelling.

E\rent.muy she could stand It no
longer (‘aaother tick bite and I'd
. have had £ nervous breakdown’).
She renced a house in Nimbin for
. §70 & week. A decade ago, the same
place wou d have cost $5 or $6,

“We mede Nimbin popular and
whint do we get out of It? The coun-
ell siys it wants o make Nimbin sn
exemplary  village. What  for?
‘They've put cement traflic markers
ull over tre pluce but we still cun't
get a pedestrian crossing for the
kids,” she says.

Meanwhle, the tourist buses
rumble in. The drivers let thelr en-

- gines idle. A few — the daring ones
— buy hippy artifacts from the arts
and crafts shop. The rest péer from
the security of the bus.

They lewve disappolnted — thelr
image of & palm-fringed rain forest
hamlet, populated by gentle, white
robed hipgles with Mowers in their
halr forever dashed,

Katle hates the tourists,

“The grossest of Insults s that we
Are seen ad atiractions and, at the
same Lime, dole bludgers,” she says.

“The tourists haven't done  thing
for us except dratn us”

What do the tourists make of it?
Thelr glimpse of Nirvana ls so fleet-

s Ang. They will never know that this

1-dirty hippy was once & prominent

7 psvchistnst, that one a top engl-

s

ble lifestyle, an-
other third wre in the flow and not
stuffing It up, another third are lazy
and mixed up — and should be tre-
ated with compasston because they
hiave no capital and no hopes."

David eame to Nimbin via con-
scription to the Vietnam war and o
successiul legal practice in Sydney,

“Vietnam was 5) per cent re-
spansible for me growlng to hate
the Establishment,” he suys.

“The other 50 was disgust with the
way the legal system exploited the
environment and the poorer classes
#n order Lo feather the nests of a

ew."

Articulate and Intense, it s not
hard to Imagine him in the first
lieutenant's tunic he wore so relue-
tantly in Vietnam or trussed up n
the pinstripe uniform of the barris-
ter.

A vestige of his privileged origins,
a late model Range Hover, Is parked
outside, Fe sees no contradiction.

¢{Now only the rich
can come up here!?

He preaches the theory of site rev-
eénue — collectlon of the annual
rental-value of all enclosed sites ns
the sole source af government reve-
nue,

“A site revenue economy destroys
the price of land und, as such, gives
everyone uccess Lo the resources of

nature, and, for other reasons I
could go Inte, makes the welfare
State unnecessary,” he says,

David  malntaing  that  people
would bulld thelr own houses, grow
thelr own food. Police and the
cy would b unnec-
essary,

“Unfortunately, no one In a posi-
tion to do anything about It wants
to know — because [t makes thelr
job Insecure,” he says.

Theorles abound. Commune dwel-
lers Mike Rider and Natalie Som-
merville merely want the qulet life,
Over the past 10 years thelr hippy
shed at Tuntable has evolved Into a
pleasant nlternative-style house,

“There's (reedom without owner-
ship," says Mike, ““The real wealth is
experience,.”

8o It goes. But at Lifestyle Real
Estate in Nimbin, manager Adrian
Willamson tells how hard it 1s to sell
& house on collectively owned land.

“People overcapitalise,” he says,
"They buy a share for $10,000, a
house far §40,000. When the time
comes to quit, nobody will buy,

e s T S

. the northern New South Wales town is booming on crugs and the dole.

“For §50,000 0 $60,000, It's possible
o buy & house and land outright.”

Neal Bishop and his wife Karen
ertsed In thelr yacht before decid-
ing to settle in Nimbin.

For Neal, It's a return Lo the ideal-
ism of his youth, Karen wants Lo
ralse horses, Meither could be de-
seribed as a hippy.

Back at the jall, Marg Burton
settles hersell omfortably on & pil-
low in the eell doorway and explains
why she doesn't make & run for
freedom: “Whit would be the point
— he'd only ge down the pub and
eateh me" she says, extracting a
lust pulf from Ler cigarette,

® Editorial: Page 18
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MULTIPLE DCCUPANCY NEWS

Glen Bin Community vs. Lismore Council This
is a cummunlty of 10 shareholders on Stangers
Road which submitted their DA to Council in
Feb. After 'considering their application
for some 7 months Council recently approved
it subject to 27 conditions! The most objec-
tionable conditions include the payment of
$35,000 up front to upgrade Stangers Rd & its
intersection with Stoney Chute Road. Another
unacceptable condition requires the community
not to object to giving up a right of
carriageway through an adjoining property.
Stangers Road is quite a good gravel road
which Council agreed could be be brought up
to a "reasonable standard of safety" for
between $2300 & $2800.

So it would appear that future M.0. appli-
cants dealt with by this Council will have to
pay between $1500 & $3500 per house-site &
that's if their access road is good by
comparitive local standards! Some 5 more
Development Applications have been (or are
about to be) submitted to Council pursuant to
their recent so-called "amnesty'.

Because Council's actions threaten the very
existance of communities with pending appli-
cations and the establishment of Future M.0.
communities in this Shire, it has been de-
cided to make a public appeal for funds to
asgist this community to make a credible
stand against the Council in the hope that a
favourable court decision will result which
might be regarded as a test precedent by
Council (and the Court if another community
is forced to appeal). The RRTF will sponser
the appeal and Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre
which is now a Registered Charity will re-
ceive and act as Trustee for funds collected.
Money can also be deposited direct with W.P.
Walters & Co, Solicitors in Lismore.

This trust fund will only be used to pay the
fees of legal or professional advisers; if all
or none of the money is expended for this
community, the money would be used for a simi-
liar purpose for another M.0. community.

SEPP #15 1t looks like it is going to take at
least a few more months for the bureaucracy to
get its act together- staff cutbacks mean that
everything is slowing down even more! It is
still in the hands of the Grafton DEP office
who are finalising it with the Legal Branch.
The delay is partly due to their considering
'side' issues such as Land Tax and Owner
Buillder Licenses.

FHOS Grants A Regulation is being drafted by
the A Attorney-General's Dept which should solve
most of the problems which have prevented M.D.
applicants from getting these grants. How-
ever, given the present rate of progress it
looks like it will take some months before
this matter is finally cleared up. In the
meantime, we suggest homebuilders should apply
to get their name in the system. Applications
for the Home Deposit Grant Scheme (forerunner
to FHOS) must be submitted before 31 Dec 1986-
the house would have to be commenced before 18
March 1983 to qualify for this first scheme.

Our Supporters We have now received donations
from 33 communities for a grand total of
$2800. Thanks a lot!!ll! If any communities
have any ideas what problems we should prior-
itise or research, please let us know. If you
Jjoin our group of supporters, you will receive
a short news sheet every few months and an
updated listing of resource material that we

have.
Photocopier The RRTF along with Nimbin Neigh-

bourhood Centre purchased a 2nd hand photo-

copier- the only one in Nimbin with reduction
capability! So if you have any copying to do,
check it out- your use will help support both

the Centre & the RRTF. ave

Litestyle

reG estate
66 Culten St, Nimbin,

for Land in the
RAINBOW REGION

Please phone Nick
066) 89/377 (BHY ° 897304 CAH)

SECRET SOCIETY'S FIRST TOUR or
FEAR & LOATHING OF ANOTHER ROADSIDE

194A Grange Rd
Fairfield Vic., 3078

BRICKHEAD ENTERPRISES

Suppliers 10 the mudbrick industry
Manufacturers of paddle mixers, presses, ete.

(©3)
Ph (-1‘3 4433, 497 2064

Instam pager service
614 4600 Pager 1090

ATTRACTION. We first knew we were in Qld. when
0.K!! The tour went 0.K. Well...what driving through green pastures we spied
do you expect me to say. We're not those strange ferro object D'ART stick-
bloody Midnight 0il are we. ing out of yonder paddock. On closer
We're just a relatively unknown band 1nsp?ct10n we were dellghted forsooth
from Nimbin brandishing our own partic- to find a miniture replica of Mt Everest
ular virtuosity & flamboyant nocturnal the leaning tower of ?1?33 & some other
emissions. We had a really good time unexplained things. Rising monumental
to tell the truth. And I don't want =o dreams of incredibly inspired Queens-
seem big-headed or anything, but every- ~ lander with a vision quest to fill stark
we went they loved us. Well, they liked unimaginative landscapes of lush valleys
us a lot anyway....I think. & trees with gsomething truly visual for

the tourist. A great soul, perhaps even
A1l t+he way from the cultural centre of AR e pesas s s st e e i

- il e



BACKBURN: THE ATTITUDE THAT COST 1600 HECTARES

Bushfire season 1s a difficult’ concept for those of us to whom a bushfire is not an
immediate threat; nothing more than a big headline in the city dailies. Usually the
emergency unites and concentrates local effort in the burning areas. Recently in the
Nimbin region we had a Sortnight of firefighting that highlighted differences of opinion
between fire brigades and residents of bush areas.

For the first time, the how and why of firefighting, the attitude to the land, is being
seriously questioned.

All up, we all 1lost. 1600 hectares, some of it grazing land, a lot of it re-afforested
carefully by the communities. In the aftermath of a big burn people are scratching their
heads and wondering how much of this was really necessary. "We could have saved it 1f...".
Only accusations rage, and then quietly and privately.

None of the residents are keen to write the 1local brigade off completely. "The fire
brigade do a lot of good, save a lot of houses..." is a stock phrase amongst the “new”
settlers. One local woman said, "I“m not knocking the brigades, they’re well trained,
they’re efficient with fire.” The word “but” looms ominously in many cases as loss of
forest land is considered. Regenerated over the years, the land is not a high priority on
the fire brigades 1list. Local professional and volunteer brigades save lives houses and
property. It”“s a job everyone admits they do well. However, in the past it appears a lot
of forested areas have been sacrificed unnecessarily. Certainly it seems the brigades do
not valve re-forested areas in the same sense they view grazing land or orchards as
resourcee. This conflict highlights the different attitudes to land use between the
reforesters and the graziers and orchardists on the Far North Coast. And it always comes
to a head during bushfire season.

It 1is this conflict that weakens communication between the two groups. Communication and
co-ordination between firefighting groups is wvital during a fire. When the brigades,
comprised largely of “old” residents, fight a fire that passes over land owned by a
community, tempers sometimes flare and add to the fray. During a bushfire, brigades are
empowered to backburn on an endangered property, whether the occupants like it or not.
While saving property and resources is high on a brigades” list of priorities, the old
notions of property do not extend to the reafforested areas, painstakingly regenerated by
communities. Community volunteers and their friends (who at one community numbered sixty)
view regenerated areas as a resource, and will plan their fighting strategies accordingly
to save the maximum amount of tree cover, as well as lives and property. These methods
often cowe into conflict with the brigades whose chain of command stretches all the way to
state level, and whose methods encompass present day attitudes to land use.

Living amongst the trees is all very well, according to the locals, but who has to stick
their blcody necks out when the trees burn. So they cut them all down. This is old dairy
cattle ccuntry, the 1loscals are remnants of old dairy farming clans. Trees are viewed as
shade, hcusing, firewood and bloody dangerous things that burn a lot in bushfire season.
Trees do that “round here with startling regularity. In an area that would naturally catch
alight every 150 - 450 years, October firefighting seems to have become a local past time.
Which begs the question as to how the fires actually start. It is estimated that 95% of
bushfires are started through careless burning off. Given the last two weeks, 1it7s a
figure I believe to be reasonably accurate.

Backburning and burning off have a long history in Australian fire control. Both the
alternative community and the established locals agree to this. The question becomes when
and how it is applicable. One ex- NSW fireman, recently moved to the community said, "I“ve
never seen them (the brigade) fight a fire, I”ve only seen them backburn. It left an awful
taste in my mouth."” Another community member replied, "Backburning is a useful tool, it”s
not the first tool, it”"s an appropriate tool to use when you fight a fire." It should be
lit "wher you see the reds of it~s eyes." Others commented, “They place a lot of emphasis
on getting to dinnmer on time. They”d light a big fire and then say it"11 all be over soon,
mate, we"ll be home in time Ffor tea." One fire chief, talking over the CB emergency
channel, allegedly said to another, "This backburn”s looking bad.” to which the other
replied "I LIT that backburn." I was told it sounded as though he were protecting a work
of art. And some backburning does appear indiscriminate. On Saturday I watched the brigade
backburn from a friend”s front gate, except that the fire was coming from the other side
of the house, about a kilometre away (really too distant for safe burning). The fire was
somehow expected to burn around the house and up the hill to be effective. Inevitably it
caught in the long grass in the next paddock, and was last seen speeding north-east
towards the Rocks where it put another elght hougses in danger. The brigades do not seem at
all adverse to creating wide fronts and new outbreaks of potentially dangerous burnoff.
Oblivious to all peril, they feel it gives them a better chance to stop the fire
completely, saving houses and land at the expense of a few trees. Sometimes it backfires,
and the results are disasterous.

The communities are not without support. At most times during the fire at Mountatntop
community there were sixty community firefighters and friends, (“"We're golng to be here
whether they 1ike it or not. We have a right to be.") These numbers don“t include the
brigades. Community firefighting teams generally organised in the traditional senmse, but
are able to co-operate and make effective decisions as opposed to the brigades
chain-of-command mentality. One community Member sald "Our story is getting it done by
Co-operation, theirs is by telling everyone what to do. The power for controlling
bushfires should be 1locallised and decentrallised.” At times the fire seeus to be a
forgotten third party in the dispute between the two groups. Complaints of spasmodic
support &nd interference are rife from both sides. "They"d come in and say = You don”t
want to co it our way, we”ll piss off." one of the community firefighters said. “At times
they’d disrupt days of planned work. We had a fire break golng, about 200m wide, the
brigade czme along and 1it it into a 2km front, which was completely unnecessary."

"The established residents don"t understand the alternatives romance with trees,” one
observer told me, "They think we’re crazy, endangering our lives." Regenerating areas
represents a lot of hard work. The fire that stripped Mountaintop lost an estimated
50Z-60% of tree cover “hat was a potential source of capital through timber and firewood.
It was also a work of loving dedication to comaunity ideals, an attempt to redress what
they feel to be irresponsible land use in our own soclety. Despite the losses, everyone
feels they got off lightly, the fires killed no-one, only one dwelling was lost and a lot
of that credit goes to the fire brigades. One community member said during this discussion

that "we were not well prepared for this fire, hut we”ll be better prepared next time, we
will protect the timbered acresg."

On Saturday it rained heavily, briefly, then sent haill pelting “till the grouad was
covered with white stones bouncing 11ke ping-pong balls that put out most of the flames,

hailstorms welting {iato smouldering embers. Posthumously we can wait and see if anything
good will rise from these ashes.
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is extended

The Lismore City Council has extended its amnesty deadline on lllegal buildings.

The amnesty was to have ended on June 30, but has
been extended to the end of this month,

Since March 4, the amnesty has guaranteed that
people who register any illegal structures with the
council will not be prosecuted.

The Rural Resettlement Task Force had asked that
the initial four-month period be extended until new
planning guidelines for multiple and dual occupancy
came into force.

Until late last week, the council had received 221
applications under the amnesty — 134 rural and 87
urban.

Dwelling additions (39) topped urban applications,
followed by sheds (20), pergolas. (14), and
carports/garages (14).

Rural applications included farm sheds (46),
dwellings (32),
carports/garages (13).

In a report to the council, the town clerk, Mr B C
Stevens, recommended that such an indefinite
extension was not possible.

But Mr Stevens said that giving people an
additional month’s grace was more than reasonable
considering the extensive publicity givcn to the
amnesty.

He said owners who failed to rcg;stcr illegal
buildings under the amnesty, if caught, would face
prosecution.

The chief town planner, Mr P Reyndcrs said the
objective¥of the exercise was to give people the
opportunity to legalise their dwellings.

dwelling additions (18), and

“*Many of these
dwellings cannot be
legalised because they are
not in multiple occupancy
or dual occupancy zones,”
he said.

“The amnesty allows
the council to defer
development applications
until the new planning
guidelines are announced.

“But there still would
be a residue of people who
would not qualify under
the new guidelines.

MR REYNDERS

“The council could send a list of these buildings to
the Department of Environment and Planning,
-suggesnng collective spot rezonmgs to clean up the
problem.”

Mr Reynders said he had no idea” when the new
planning guidelines. might be gazetted.
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Two senior officers of the NSW Department of
Local Government held talks in Lismore this week with
the Lismore City Council on multiple-occupancy
building standards.

They are the chairman of the Building Regulations
Advisory Committee, Mr Lyall Dix, and the chief
technical officer of the department’s land and building
development branch, Mr Trevor Howse.

Mr Dix and Mr Howse were sent to Lismore to
resolve problems confronting the council in applying
Ordinance building standards to
multiple-occupancy housing.

The former Minister for Local Government, Mr
Stewart, offered to send the two officers to Lismore
when responding last year to a letter from the council
concerning the Bodhi Farm multiple-occupancy
development at The Channon.

The council had written to the Minister after the
NSW Land and Environment Court refused to uphold
demolition orders issued on two residences at Bodhi
Farm. ]

Mr Stewart was asked to provide local government
with clearly-defined guidelines for applying Ordinance
70 building standards to multiple-occupancy.

While in Lismore, Mr Dix and Mr Howse had talks
with senior council officers and visited
multiple-occupancy developments, including Bodhi
Farm, "o
They also attended a meeting of the Lismore City
Council on Tuesday night.

Mr Dix told aldermen that local government could
not issue retrospectivé building approvals for illegal
buildings. ;

He said councils could issue Seclion 317A
certificates of compliance for illegal buildings, but
only if the owner requested one and the building
complied with Ordinance 70 standards. .

Any illegal builder requesting a Eertificate of
compliance could be asked to supply the council with
plans and specifications and any other information
needed to ensure that the building complied with
Ordinance 70. '

Banks and building societies would not finance the
purchase of any building which had not been issued
with a certificate,

Mr Dix was asked if the council and individual
aldermen could be held legally liable in the event of a
certificate being issued for a building which was later,
found to be structurally unsound. .

He warned that councils had to act with ‘due care
and diligence’ in issuing the certificates.

Otherwise they could be found liable.

“Obviously, it is difficult to see into a concrete slab
once it has been laid,” he said.

“Council building inspectors must make an
assessment based on experience and the facts before
them.”

Mr Dix said that a recent High Court decision had
dramatically shifted the onus of liability from the
council to the owners in cases of illegal Luildings.

“The law is quite clear. People must get approval
before constructing a building,” he said.

“Councils should use demolition orders as a last
resport,

® Continued Page 5
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The Lismore City
Council has announced
plans for a stringent
clampdown on illegal
building work undertaken
after next June 30.

Owners of illegal
buildings in the City
Council area will be

granted an amnesty from

rosecution if they apply
or building approval
before the June 30
deadline.

But anyone carrying
out building work after
that date without first
obtaining council approval

-will be prosecuted under

the New South Wales
Local Government Act.

The council imple-
mented the new policy
this week after deciding to
take tough action aimed
at overcoming problems
resulting from a rash of
illegal building activity in
its area.

The city health
surveyor, Mr J Douglass,
expressed alarm about the
situation in a report
recommending a set
policy aimed at curbing
‘unbridled illegal building
waork’. .

Mr Douglass said that
a disturbing increase in
the incidence of illegal
building during ,the past
two years had to be
checked if the council was
to maintain reasonable
control over buildings.

“Prosecution and
demolition orders have
been discussed, but there
are problems associated
with both,” he said.

“The main problem
with prosecution is that
the legal costs incurred by
the council usually exceed
the fines and costs
awarded by the court.

“And obtaining of a
verdict against an illegal
builder does not
necessarilv mean that the
building, if sub-standard,
will be brought up to a

1986

standard acceptable to the
council.”

Mr Douglass accepted
that demolition orders
should be issued for illegal
residences only as a last
resort, and when all other
avenues had  been
exhausted.

“As a general principle,
it would be best —
subject to development
consent being available —
to try to have all illegal
buildings brought up to
standard,” he said.

“But there need not be
the same reluctance to
issue demolition orders on
non-residential structures;
if the co-operation of the
owner cannot be secured
to bring it up to standard.

“Nevertheless, there
must be some deterrent if
the council is to maintain
any credibility in building
controls.” g

Mr Douglass proposed
a policy which, after a
period of amnesty, would
allow the owners of illegal
buildings to apply to. the
council for development
and building consent.

He said that when the
amnesty expired, it should
be council ' policy to
prosecute illegal builders
under sections 311 and
317 of the Local
Government Act.

“While the amnesty is
in force, extensive
publicity should be given
Lo the council’s
intentions,” Mr Douglass
said. .

*Anyone found illegally
constructing buildings
during the amnesty should
be treated in the same
way as those covered by
the amnesty — not
prosecuted, but required
to submits plans for
specifications to the
council.”

If the council is
satisfied, it can issue a
Section 317A certificate
of compliance indicating
that, in the opinion of the

council, the building
meets Ordinance
standards.

In the event of an

70 illegal builder failing to
submit this information,

illegal builders

he may be required by the
council to improve the
structure, or demolish it.
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Gouncil to

The legal options open to the Kyogle Shire Council in dealing
with unauthorised buildings within the shire boundaries are to be
investigated by a newly formed committee.

The committee’s work will

M complement a survey being carried out

by council staff to identify and map all
illegal constructions in the shire.
During the first inspection of

i propertics undertaken for the survey,
427 unauthorised buildings
d identified in the Upper Horseshoe
4 Creek area.

wWere

fn a report to the council this week,
the shire engineer, Mr P Knight, said
lhu}: the survey would be a ‘lengthy
task’.

But he said it was the only way the
council could determine the extent of
the problem.

“The question of what action the

i council should take in these matters is
d not simple,” he said.

“All unauthorised dwellings are an
offence against the Local Government
Act. Many, but not all, are an offence

{ against the Environmental Planning

o and Assessment Act.

“There are differing legal approaches
the council can take — through
building laws, planning laws, or both.”

Mr Knight recommended that the
council write to landowners whose
nroperties contained unauthorised

buildings informing them of the
buildings which were illegal and
advising them that the council would
take legal action if the constructions
were not regularised within three
months.

He also advised the council to
reconstitute the town planning
committee lo become the town
planning and building committee and
recommended that it be authorised to
investigate the legal options open to the
council in dealing with illegal dwellings
and the appropriate action for the
council to take in each case.

The council adopted
recommendations.

After the meeting, Mr Knight said

the

that the council would prefer
landholders with unouthoriscd
buildings on their properties to

approach the council rather than have
staff go in search of them.

“Even if the buildings are illegal, the
council is willing to discuss the matter
and advise landholders on the steps to
take to have the buildings legalised,” he
said.



IViultiple occupancy inquir

The submission by
the Rural Resettlement
Task Force to the
Commission of Inquiry
into multiple occupancy
in Tweed Shire covered

almost 70 foolscap
pages. :
It had five separate

sections and 28 appen-
dices.

The submission also
contained comments and
recommendations arising
from primary submissions
by several organisations.

These were Tweed Shire

Council, Lismore City
Council, Kyogle Shire
Council, Land Commis-

sion. Northern Rivers
County Council, Depart-
ment of Agriculture,
Department of Local
Government, Soil
Conservation Service,
Johnson  Farm  Man-
agement and the Depart-
ment of Planning and
Environment.

The Task Force in its
summary of recommenda-
tions dealt with eight
separate sections.

These were:

@ Problems encountered
by the council in applying
the present provisions of
LEP No. © Shire of
Tweed.

& The determination of
an equitable formula for
arriving at contributions
under Section 94 towards
council provided services
and facilities.

® The implications of
MO development for the
provision of other services
and facilities.

@ The need for an
equitable system to rate
properties with MO

approval commensurate
with the actual residential
occupation of the 'and.

® Schemes in conflict
with MO objectives which
involve small
common land and large
areas effectively alienated
to individual management
or residential subdivision.

® Action that anti-
cipates development ap-
proval such as clearing
land, road building and
the construction of build-
ings.

@ Adverse impacts on
individual MO proposals
on other residents in the
vicinity.

® Means suggested to
overcome these problems
and any others that might
be identified by the
commission.

Some of the
mendations under
various sections were:

® “That the commission
recommend that the
SEEP 15 provide there be
no minimum lot size for
MO development (i.c. that
the present 40 ha min-
imum be deleted and that
council consider each case
on its merits).

@ “That clause 12A (2)
(b) be retained to give
effect to the provision that
MO be owned in its
entirety in common by at

recom-
the

least two thirds of all
adults residing on the
land, or is otherwise

owned on behall of those
persons .

® “That council does
have adequate jurisdiction
to assess and determine the
nature of internal roads™.

@ That the ‘vast number
of complaints ... caused
by the construction of

areas of.

internal roads’ appears
primarily to be related to

non bona-fide
development™.

@ “That the attention of
the Minister for Planning
and Environment Ue
drawn to the immunity
with which trees of
significance may be, and it
appears recently have
been, destroyed in the
Tweed Shire area and that
if immediate rectification
by council is not forth-
coming that consideration
be given by the Minister (o
issuing an appropriate
directive, or if necessary
relieving the council of its
planning jurisdiction™.

® “That if a breach of
the Tree Preservation
Order occurs council
automatically take action
to seek redress as provided
by the:

1. Imposition of 2 fine
up tn $20,000 and

2. The replanting of
nominated trees and their
maintenance to maturity
and

3. Provision of security
to cover default™.

@®@*“That a uniform
standard of construction
for internal roads should
not be adopted and that
construction need not be
supervised by a qualified
engineer’’.

® “That where a Sec-
tion 94 contribution is
applicable to a MO
development:—

(a) an option always be
provided for a time
payment arrangement;

(b) no payment need
commence prior to the
first building application
approval; and

MO

(c) an option always be

provided for. ‘in kind’
payments’.

® “That subject to
preceding recommenda-

tion the following max-
imum contributions are
recommended:—

(2) Roads and bridges
— maximum of $1500 per
dwelling.

_(b) Community facili-
ties — maximum of $150
per dwelling.

(¢) Open space —
maximum of $150 per
dwelling.

(d) Bush fire fighting
facilities — maximum i
$150 per dwelling™.

® “That it be recom-
mended to the Minister
for Natural Resources
Janice Crosio that local
electricity authorities be
advised of the Govern-

ment’s policy in support ol

the use of renewable
energy resources; and to
take appropriate steps 1o
ensure that such authori-
ties do not lend weight to
local government council
by recommending the
supply of mains power. as
a condition of MO
development approval™.

@ “That MO communi-
ties pose no unusual
specific “threat’ to tradi-
tional non-intensive rural

agricultural develop-
ment”.

® “That the use of
‘buffer zoning' not be

required between MO
communitics and . non-
intensive rural agricultural
development .

@ “That MO develop-
ment be permissible with
council approval on prime
agricultural land
developed in pursuant to

the draft SEPP and in
particular the clause
which provides that land
on Wl:;:h the dwellings are
situated is not prime croj
and pasture [andP" e

©® “That the present
options open to council for
rating should not be
changed”.

@ “That the council may
opt, where appropriate, to
require as a condition of
approval, that the ap-
proval will lapse if at the
expiration of a specified
period, specific conditions
have not been fulfilled, or
development as applied for
has not occurred”.

@ “*That where the
council considers a MO
application is  ques-
tionable, due to its size or
bona-fides etc., council
recommends that the
application be withdrawn
and re-submitted for
re-zoning as a4 ‘rural
residential” area™.

® “That is respect of
construction carried out
without council consent, a
section of the Act gives

—DAILY NEWS, Thursday, December 12, 1585

council discretion in that it

“may’ order demolition, or

it ‘may’ order the doing of
*such work as is necessary
to make the building
comply with the Act” or it
‘may’ choose to take no
action. The issuing of a
demolition should be an
action of last resort only
and that in the first
instance rectification of
the situation be sought by
council on as co-operative
a basis with the owners as
practical®.

@*“That as far as is
practicable the application
of building regulations be
based upon the ‘perform-
ance criteria’ and that,
where possible there be
*deregulation’ of buildings
codes in accordance with

objections of the Australia
Uniform Building Regula-
tions Co-ordinating Coun-

® “That existing illegal
MO development be
afforded the opportunity
of legalisation as provided,
if this is considered to be
not technically possible
then. adopting a policy
such as to give elfect to
the spirit of this policy™.

@ “That the proposed
licensing of caravan parks
and camping grounds be
introduced as a matter of
and that when
introduced. this provision
be used by applicants as
one option to facilititate
non share holders residing
on MO land or potential
MO land".
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'%"Malaysia
set to ban
eat-driving

KUALA LUMPUR
(AP). — Car drivers in
Malaysia will be banned
from smoking, eating or
drinking any kind of
beverage while driving
under a proposed new law,
a top official said.

Works Minister Mr S
Samy Vellu said other
actions  for  which
motorists would be fined
under the proposed law
being worked out by his
Ministry included
throwing litter from cars
and hanging an arm
outside the car.

All these actions makes
drivers pay less attention

to driving and cause
-accidents, he told
reporters,

~He said the ban on
drinking while driving
would  include all
beverages, not just liquor.
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~at building code

The Lismore City
Council should protest
over the Department of
Local  Government’s
interpretation of building
code to not require
external walls, Ald H
Habib told the council’s
general purposes
committee meeting,

The senior Lismore
City  Council health
surveyor’s report to the
meeting said that the
department had inter-
preted Ordinance 70, of
the State Building Code
Lo not require houses to
have external walls,

The Department of
Local  Government's
Building Advisory Section
advised the council that
under the Local Gov-
ernment Act, a council
could require external
walls as a condition of the
building approval.

But any such conditions

would be subject o an
appeal by the applicant to
the Land and Environ-
ment Court.

Ald J Crowther said the
council should formulate
a policy on external walls,

“It will remain a matier
of intimidation until it has
gone to the Land and
Environment Court for
testing," he said.

Ald Habib said the
council should inform the
Minister for Local
Government, Mrs Crosio,
of its feelings about the
department’s interpret-
ation of Ordinance 70.

He said that unless
some action was taken, it
would be just another
example of the council
accepting whatever the
Government said.

“We should be
protesting to show that we
are not weak and will just
accept anything,” he said.

“The council should
take up the matter with
the Local Government,
Association.”

The committee recom-
mended that the council
receive the information
from the department, but
take no further action.

It also adopted
recommendations from
the senior health surveyor
that when considering a
building application, the
council use its general
powers under the Local
Government Act to re-
quire external walls;
where a  building
application designated an
area in a dwelling as a
room, that such a room be
required to be provided
with external walls and
that if no such room
designation was assigned
to an area, that it not be
included in the floor area

calculation.

WELLINGTON (AFP).

— French undersea
explorer and environ-
mentalist Jacques

Cousteau said he planned
to make an unauthorised
visit in the next few
months o France's
nuclear weapons test site
in the South Pacific.

Cousteau, in New
Zealand filming
documentaries with his
research ship Calypso,
sanid he would make the
trip to Mururoa Atoll in
French Polynesia as an
uninvited guest of his own
Government,
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But he said he did not

expect a hostile reception,
“I think they will
tolerate us because

otherwise it would be bad

for them,” he said in a
radio interview.

“But we are not invited
and we have not the same
aggressive position as
Greenpeace,

“We do things quietly
but we do them, and I
think we will be more
efficient than they have
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USTRALIA'S flower

people came, saw an

quered Nimbin.

And they got stoned in it, thrived in

it and magnetised it to attract seem-
lngly everyone in Australia at a loose end or in the
hunt for a new lifestyle.

Mimbin — the dairy town which became the
commune capital of Australin — has changed its
‘Tace since the heady days of 1973. It was then that
5000 *new age’ peaple came to the mountain vil-

awer
con-

lage 40km northeast of Byron Bay to celebrate the

Agquarius Festival.
Tourists now roll in by the bus load to gawk at
hippies', traffic markers dot the town and parking
spots aren't easy (o find. And an air of commer-
cialism has filtered into the main street — just the
kind of thing many residents came to the area 10
escape.
In 14 years Nimbin has made the journey from
trendy to passe, but many of the original ‘new
.scttlers' have held on to prove people can live in
harmony with each other and with nature.

Lifestyle

Nimbin — population about 400 — is the com-
mercial and sociul hub for surrounding communes
established in the wake of the Aquarius Festival.

There are about 30 communes containing from a.

handful to a few hundred residents.

The largest is Tuntable, formed as a land-shar-
ing co-operative in 1973. The co-op owns 564
hectares in the Tuntable Valley as well as Nim-
bin's Rainbow Restaurant and a share of the
town's media centre. -

“People are atiracted to Nimbin because of its

Pk L F o SR

There are 16 clusters of dwellings called ham-
|l:l5. Most have their own shared water, power and
l lings. There's community work 10 da

lifestyle,” says David Lambert, a Canadian-born
‘new settler’ wha lives at Tuntable and is secretary
of the Rural Resettlement Task Force.

“We get o cross-section of people. But bccausc
the price of land has increased so much, we're
getting a higher socio-economic class of people.”

Many think communes are full of ‘penniless
dole bludgers’. But it costs from $4000 1o 515,000
to buy into most Nimbin communes. Then the new
"settler has 1o build a house. And il a job is needed,
there aren't many local openings.

Mr Lambert said most commune dwellers
aren't on the dole. But he also said most arc on
social security benefits of some kind, whether as
pensioners or single parents,

Tuntable is En:sibly Australia's most advanced
commune. It has a pre-school and a primary
school and construction is underway on a large
community hall.

and so-called ‘tribal meetings’ are held at noon on
the first Sunday of each month .

There's a board of directors and people with
titles like fire captain and forest co-ordinator.
There are also by-laws which govern Tuntable. No
dogs, cats or heroin are allowed.

Guests can stay on the property il invited by a

resident member but must leave il objected 1o by

four or more members, And there's a joining fee of
$1000 — originally $50 — and an annual levy of
$240, which is halved if the resident works five
days a week on approved community tasks.

Area communes produc.: several crops, includ-
ing b and d nuts. They
also have dalry cattle.

“The communes are mostly self-sufficient but
it's hard to make a living out of agricultural pro-
duce,” said Mr Lambert
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Centre is the motto by

which many ol the

towns people strive to
live.

G

TOP: The centre of
Nimbin. Some of the
shops are owned by
the 'new generation'.

alive with
marlhuana

ONE suspects the Nimbin hills are alive nitl Ih!
silence of marihuana growing.

That's because the sirects are alive wlth the
odour of marihuana burning. At least thai was the
case during & *Nimbin Rey ted visit to Nimbin. -

‘We weren't out nfwwmmimtes nbul
disoriented young

pher Grahame Loag hing
Im'fing something from her. In so doing, she
bumped into him and then into a footpath l.nhle,
from which fell an item for sale.

Ayouugmwhnyamdmhl:rmﬂdh
even more distant touch with reality, although h
didn’t crash into anything,

Periodically our nostrils alerted us that some-
one was smohing marihusna somewhere mlb)r.
That would excite city fathers in most places, ht
in Nimbin it hardly rates u sniff,

Nol that everyone in Nimbin is & 'dn:g:le ofa
drop-out. Far from it. But rightly or wroagly Nim-
bin has gained » reputation as 2 pla:e which lives
on marihuana and the dole. ’

It's a plice where anything goes and ususll
does. Heroin te?uﬂtd.]y has done the rounds
young ‘blow-ins’ are likely to be found sleeping
almost anywhere, including undcrmth the town’
buildings. ooo

Iﬂe' 1d

peo| 't be h [
there. Local resident Gloria Constine writes in
booklet Nimbin and Environs:

“Nimbin is by no means a united m-nnhy.
There are many groupings of people who do or
don't associate with each other, and it's not & sim-
plistic stulLls or hippies' dichotomy either, -

Clearly, i

“But we have to share this space and at preseat
there is relative peace. We have 1o tooe down our
intolerances and anti-social behaviour 50 we m
co-exist,”

Nimbin is decidedly different. A li.sil there is
like a retreat into ﬂl.‘ I?ﬂk whcl Il.lag hair and
unruly clothing were d req is for the
young. Even the shop-[roats are e dressed in 1960s
psychedelia.

And even the businesses seem hld-lutk about
tuking your money, Evidence: Lifestyle Real Estate
{for lund in the rainbow region) and the Nimbin
Mtseum, which looks remmrkably like a second-

hand sho

The Nimb.in News also Issues forth the flavear
of the community, There are stories udd«! Te-
ward the Untouched Inner Reali Nur A
salion, Earth Garden, The' Big
and Nuclear News.

Advertisements are equally intri T\eﬂr‘s
the Anandameln Festival of Bliss, 2 two-wheel trac-
tor, Georgica Earth Bricks (made on the site), &
rudistion md{ reckoner und snake stones, said to

spiders.

absorb veoom from the bites of snakes and
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the journey from trendy to

passe,_but many_of the origi-

nal ‘new settlers’ have held

~on_to_prove people can live in

harmony with each other and

with nature
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. fon TRAVELLERS

The town’s
changed, but
Jack’s happy

RETIRED coal miner Juck Deulin, pictured, proba-
b!ly thought life was playing one of its devilish litle
tricks on him when he moved to Nimbin after (he
Aquarius festival in 1973,

Jack, 73, figured he was retiring (o a quiet, ordi-
nary rural community where men are men and cows
are cows, What he got was a town which more than
any other in Australia is synonymous with the count-
er-culture and all it’s alleged to entail — communes,
drugs, free sex and ‘open plan’ life-styles.

Hardly the stuff of & retirement village, But Jack
isn't complaining. In fact be loves the place,

He and his family first came to NSW's northern
hideaway 20 years ago for & holiday, It seemed the
place to be. Afier all, Nimbin is an Aboriginal word
which happens to mean little old wise man who
dwells in the mountains,

It was so quiet you could shoot a gun up the
street and not hit anyone,” said Jack, a shy but
friendly man, ooo

When the time came to retire from the Camden
coal mine, his son and daughter had already moved
to Nimbin and bought a farm. Jack and wife
followed them, buying # small house & stone's throw
from the town centre for $10,000.

He calculates it's worth 520,000 today, rising
real estate prices being one of the by-products of
what some would call a *hippie invasion’,

“We just thought it was a quiet little town,” said
Jack. “The climate was ideal and everything'’s

Jack said the ‘alternative society’ has changed

" things but that's fine by him,

“They don't interfere with me and | don't inter-
fere with them," he said.

“Sometimes drifters come through and spoil
things. They camp anywhere and they're possibly on
drugs. But the alternative society people who've set-
tled here are decent people.”

TOTAL VIDEO
PROGRESSIVE
JACKPOTS ARE NOW
OVER:
000000 OGOOO®

$5752,000

Febmmj.’ has been another
record month for Video
Game jackpots. In just 22 days,
over §883,000 worth of jackpets
have been won and paying out
big jackpots is part of our daily
routine. A cool $250,000
Blackjack jackpot is set to go off.

—KENO=—

K eno continues on its way in
the winning stakes with the
punters, with over $258,000
being paid out last week.

Qur luckiest Keno player last
week won $7500 by correctly
selecting 7 out of 8 numbers on a
85 jackpot ticket.

W;@Lsons

For that special occasion you
must try Nicholsons
Restaurant. On the Lobby Level,
away from the hustle and bustle,
Nicholsons offers the ultimare in
JSine dining. Be sure to ring for
reservations.

For that classic dining
experience, may we suggest
ﬁ:‘lﬂfed John Dory served in a

ousseline of Pink Peppercorn.

WINTERNATIONAL

B y overwhelming public
demand STARZ returns for a
strictly limited season from
Saturday, 7Tth March. Don't miss
it this time!

POPULAR TIMES: Tue-Fri
8.00pm, Sat 7.30pm & 10.15pm,
Sun 6.30pm.

POPULAR PRICES: Adults
320, Groups (15 or more) §16.
POPULAR MID-WEEK
AATINEES every Wednesday
et 12.30pm. Children &
Pensioners only 510, Book now
— phone 92 8303.
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USTRALIA'S flower power
people came, saw and con-

quered Nimbin.

And they got stoned in it, thrived in

it and magnetised it to attract seem-
mgly everyone in Australia at a loose end or in the
hunt for a new lifestyle.

Nimbin — the dairy town which became the
commune capital of Australia — has changed its
face since the heady days of 1973. It was then that
5000 ‘new age’ people came to the mountain vil-

lage 40km northeast of Byron Bay to celebrate the

Acuarius Festival.

Tourists now roll in by the bus load to gawk at
*hippies’, traffic markers dot the town and parking
spots aren't easy to find. And an air of commer-
cialism has filtered into the main street — just the
kind of thing many residents came to the area to
escape.

In 14 years Nimbin has made the journey from
trendy to passe, but many of the original ‘new
set:lers’ have held on to prove people can live in
harmony with each other and with nature.

Lifestyle
Nimbin — population about 400 — is the com-
mercial and social hub for surrounding communes
established in the wake of the Aquarius Festival.
There are about 30 commuaes containing from a
handful to a few hundred residents.

The largest is Tuntable, formed as a land-shar-
ing co-operative in 1973. The co-op owns 564
hectares in the Tuntable Valley as well as Nim-
bin's Rainbow Restaurant and a share of the
town’s media centre.

“People are attracted to Nimbin because of its
lifestyle,” says David Lambert, a Canadian-born
‘new settler’ who lives at Tuntable and is secretary
of the Rural Resettlement Task Force.

“We get a cross-section of people. But because
the price of land has increased so much, we're
getting a higher socio-economic class of people.”

Many think communes are full of ‘penniless
dole bludgers’. But it costs from $4000 to $15,000
to buy into most Nimbin communes. Then the new
settler has to build a house. And if a job is needed,
there aren’t many local openings.

Mr Lambert said most commune dwellers
aren’t on the dole. But he also said most are on
social security benefits of some kind, whether as
pensioners or single parents.

Tuntable is possibly Australia’s most advanced
commune. It has a pre-school and a primary
school and construction is underway on a large
community hall.

There are 16 clusters of dwellings called ham-
lets. Most have their own shared water; power and
telephone lines. There's community work to do
and so-called ‘tribal meetings’ are held at noon on
the first Sunday of each month .

There’s a board of directors and people with
titles like fire captain and forest co-ordinator.

‘There are also by-laws which govern Tuntable. No

dogs, cats or heroin are allowed. .

Guests can stay on the property if invited by a
resident member but must leave if objected to by
four or more members. And there’s a joining fee of
$1000 — originally $50 — and an annual levy of
$240, which is halved if the resident works five
days a week on approved community tasks.

Area communes produce several crops, includ-
ing bananas, avocados and macadamia nuts. They
also have dairy cattle.

“The communes are mostly self-sufficient but
it’s hard to make a living out of agricultural pro-
duce,” said Mr Lambert.
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POWER TOOL,

[SF’ECML PRICES APPLY UNTIL NEXT THURSDAY.

MAKITA
CORDLESS DRILL

Model #8010 SDW x 10mm. Lightweight,

Reversing Cordless Drill comes with 3 hour

Recharger.

MAKITA ANGLE
GRINDER

Model #9504B x 100mm. Features a Paim }

Size Grip on this One-Hander for
Exceptionally Easy Grinding. Surprising
Power and Performance.

* FREE Tinting on Dulux and British Paints!

* FREE Glass cutting service!

* FREE Sheet Materials 'CUT TO SIZE' service!
00000000000000000000000000000080

RYOBI SANDER/GRINDER

Craftline Model #HSG100. Powerful 500
watt metor. Ball Bearing Construciion.

MAKITA
ORBITAL SANDER

Mode! #9035SB, Finishing Sande, Sleek,
Lightweight model for Superfine Swirl-Free
Finishirg. Equipped with Locking Trigger
Switch for convenient, Continuous

s Operation,

Thakita

. RYOBI JIGSAW

Craftline Model #HJ50A with Support Roller.
Suitable for use on Wood, Metal, Plastics

and Particle Board.

YOUR KIND OF HARDWARE AND TIMBER STORE

ll
[J
]

BRITISH PAINTS SPRAY
ENAMEL

Available in a lar /?; range of Colours, For
Toys, Furniture, Yehicles — in fact for most
small jobs arourd the home where a Tough
Epamel is needed. 250g. Normally $370 2

BRITISH PAINTS
NU PLASTIK

Economy Flat paint, suitable for Walls and
Ceilings. 4 Litres, White.

HOME PRIDE MATT
FARM PAINT

Budget Priced Paint for Fences, Rails,
Gates, Sheds elc. 4 Litres, White.
Normally 1388

BRITISH PAINTS

BRITISH PAINTS
4 SEASONS
TIMBERCOLOUR

A Matt Acrylic Timber colour house paint
that will Enhance and Prolect Exterior
Timber. |deal for Pergolas, Sundecks,
Fascias, Fences and Gates. Touch dry in 20
minutes. Water Clean-Up. 4 Litres.

Normally $28:25.

BRITISH PAINTS
UNIVERSAL UNDERCOAT

Goes under all types of Paint finishes —
Water Based Acrylics or Traditional Oil
Based Alkyd Paints. Recoal after 2 hours.
Brushes and Rollers wash out in water.

4 Litres. Normally $22-80.

BURLEIGH HEADS

Burleigh West Shopping Centre } Brickworks Homemaker Centre
West Burleigh Road Ferry Road, Southport
Telephone (075) 35 5333 : Telephone (0?5) 314242

SOUTHPORT

AMPLE FREE PARKING - MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME

R
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ln 14 years Nimbin has made

the journey from trendy to

passe,_but many of the origi-

nal 'new settlers’ have held

on_to prove people can live in

harmony with each other and

with nature

RIGHT: The entrance to Nimbin. A quiet country town?

The town’s
changed, but
Jack’s happy

RETIRED coal miner Jack Deulin, pictured, proba-
bly thought life was playing one of its devilish little
tricks on him when he moved to Nimbin after the
Aquarius festival in 1973.

Jack, 73, figured he was retiring to a quiet, ordi-
nary rural community where men are men and cows
are cows. What he got was a town which more than
any other in Australia is synonymous with the count-
er-culture and all it’s alleged to entail — communes,
drugs, free sex and ‘open plan’ life-styles.

Hardly the stuff of a retirement village. But Jack
isn’t complaining. In fact he loves the place.

He and his family first came to NSW’s northern
hideaway 20 years ago for a holiday. It seemed the
place to be. After all, Nimbin is an Aboriginal word
which happens to mean little old wise man who
dwells in the mountains.

“It was so quiet you could shoot a gun up the
street and not hit anyone,” said Jack, a shy but
friendly man, ooo

When the time came to retire from the Camden
coal mine, his son and daughter had already moved
to Nimbin and bought a farm. Jack and his wife
followed them, buying a small house a stone’s throw
from the town centre for $10,000.

He calculates it’s worth $20,000 today, rising
real estate prices being one of the by-products of
what some would call a *hippie invasion’.

*We just thought it was a quiet little town,” said
Jack. “The climate was ideal and everything’s
handy.”

Jack said the ‘alternative society’ has changed
things but that’s fine by him.

“They don’t interfere with me and I don’t inter-
fere with them,” he said.

**Sometimes drifters come through and spoil
things. They camp anywhere and they’re possibly on
drugs. But the alternative society people who’ve set-
tled here are decent people.”

\wpiters
) BASINO
TOTAL VIDEO

PROGRESSIVE
JACKPOTS ARE NOW
OVER:
000000Q00OOGO®

¢5752,000%

F ebruary has been another
record month for Video
Game jackpots. In just 22 days,
over $883,000 worth of jackpots
have been won and paying out
big jackpots is part of our daily
routine. A cool $250,000
Blackjack jackpot is set to go off.

K eno continues on its way in
the winning stakes with the
punters, with over $258,000
being paid out last week.

Our luckiest Keno player last
week won $7500 by correctly
selecting 7 out of 8 numbers on a
85 jackpot ticket.

@Isons

F or that special occasion you
must try Nicholsons
Restaurant. On the Lobby Level,
away from the hustle and bustle,
Nicholsons offers the ultimate in
fine dining. Be sure to ring for
reservations.

For that classic dining
experience, may we suggest
grilled John Dory served in a
Mousseline of Pink Peppercorn.

INTERNATIONAL
N5 (01714 {010)71

y overwhelming public

demand STARZ returns for a
strictly limited season from
Saturday, 7th March. Don’t miss
it this time!

POPULAR TIMES: Tue-Fri
8.00pm, Sat 7.30pm & 10.15pm,
Sun 6.30pm.

POPULAR PRICES: Adults
$20, Groups (15 or more) §16.
POPULAR MID-WEEK
MATINEES every Wednesday
at 12.30pm. Children &
Pensioners only $10. Book now
— phone 92 8303.

JUP 5918

P ki

AND JUPITERS CASINO

Broadbeach Island, Gold Coast Highway.
For enquiries please phone 92 1133.
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Role of small business so vital

THE Queensland Government’s Small Business
Development Corporation offers a wide range of
support services to assist the small business com-
munity.

The SBDC provides counselling facilities, financial
advice, training and education programmes, workshops
and seminars. In addition, a permanent new Tech Expo
has been established at the SBDC's Brisbane head-
quarters.

ROB BORBIDGE
NP,
Surfers Paradise

businesses with more thé.n 268,000 people working in

The State Government acknowledges the vital role

of small business.

the self-employed sector.

At present small business employs more than 50 per
cent of Queensland’s private sector workforce. While
. Queensland, with 16 per cent of Australia’s popula- the self-employed sector in Australia grew by some 2.4
tion, has more than 20 per cent of the nation’s small per cent in 1985-86, Queensland’s self-employed sector

grew by 8.6 per cent during the same period, 250 per
cent faster than the national average,

This is despite the general economic downturn and
the high tax, high interest rate policies of the Federal
Government.

The State Government has expanded the role of the
SBDC to meet demand. We anticipate that of the
52,000 new jobs that will be created in the tourist
industry alone in the next five years a large percentage
will be in the small business sector.

I would urge local small business operators to take
advantage of the many services and programmes oper-
ated by the SBDC. Last year 14.9 per cent of inquiries
l&andled by the corporation emanated from the Gold

oast.

TOM HYND
NP, Nerang

Busy
and
exciting
week

I AM pleased to report
that my first week in
parliament has been both
busy and exciting.

The first major step as
your parliamentary
representative for the elec-
torate of Nerang was to
take the Oath of Al-
legiance to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.

It is a pre-requisite that
all members of the
Legislative Assembly
either take the oath or an
affirmation of allegiance
prior to sitting or voting in
the House.

I was both delighted
and proud when the
Member for Fassifern,
Kev Lingard, MLA, at-
tained the position as
Speaker of the House.
Kevin is a member of
strong character and will
rule and control the house
with dignity and decorum.

We, as members of the
Parliament, had the
privilege of presenting Mr
Speaker to his Excellency
the Governor at Govern-
ment House on Tuesday,
February 17.

You will have read by
now that our Speaker
moved straight into action
with decisive control and
made the balance of the
week an exercise in
Parliamentry discipline.

While Parliament is
sitting I will only be in my
electorate office on Mon-
days and Fridays.
However, if any consti-
tuent is in Brisbane during
the times parliament is sit-
ting, please feel free to at-
tend any part of the
session as you are welcome
in the gallery any time.

My electorate secretary
will advise me of any mat-
ter of urgency and it may
well be that I can assist
with a number of our local
problems between sessions
of the house.

Blunder by minister will
bury Hawke government

THIS week’s political
gafe by Senator Ryan in
saying in the Federal
Parliament that interest
rates will not fall is a
bad blunder by a govern-
ment minister.

In addition, she was
forced to table a document
given to her by a senior of-
ficer in which that advice
was obtained.

Interest rates are high
for several reasons.

But the two most im-
portant is that the govern-
ment is borrowing and
spending too much, and the
government is deliberately
keeping its own borrowing
rates high to prevent a
flight of capital from this
country.

Tower planning

to their

OVER recent months,
since the Minister for
Water Resources and
Maritime Services Martin
Tenni MLA, decided to
build the Mal Taylor Gold
Coast Seaway Control
Tower, 1 have chaired a
number of meetings at-
tended by representatives
of the Department of
Maritime Services, Water
Police, Gold Coast
Waterways Authority,
Southport/Surfers
Paradise Air Sea Rescue
and the Australian Volun-
teer Coast Guard.

During the course of
the meetings there has
been a completely co-
operative approach from
all concerned to ensure
that it is a most efficient
operation, and in this re-
gard I should commend
the principal officers of
both the Australian
Volunteer Coast Guard
and the Southport/Surfers
Paradise Air Sea Rescue.

Both of these organisa-
tions have provided a
format of operation where
they are able to operate all
year round such an impor-
tant facility by the use of
dedicated volunteers who
.operate on a professionally
trained basis is of great
credit to both organisa-
tions and the community
spirit which they de-
monstrate.

The input from the
three governmental

PETER WHITE
Liberal
McPherson

Everyone suffers from
high interest rates.

When money becomes
too expensive to borrow
the economy starts to close
down.

People buy fewer hous-
es, fewer cars, they take
less holidays, they buy less
consumption goods and
they buy less clothing.

Consequently there is
little expansion in business,

credit

groups, that is the Depart-
ment of Maritime

Services, Gold Coast’

Waterways Authority and
the Queensland Water
Police, has shown the con-
siderable advantage of the
Waterways Building and
the three organisations
working side-by-side.

ooo

The new proposed
Southport Mall project is
exciting. It has been
talked about for years and
Southport has become the
major commercial centre
of the Gold Coast and will
continue to be so.

With the Gold Coast
Hospital, District Court
and the re-development of
the Southport Primary
School site in the future,
the Mall project is ap-
propriate and timely.

Another big advantage
in the area in general is
the new Regional Office
which has been opened at
Nerang by the Minister
for Main Roads, Russ
Hinze MLA.

It is so much better to
have all the engineers and
experts lving in the area
who have always provided
us with good service from
Brisbane. The new office
is an acknowledgement of
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unemployment remains
high and inflation takes
off.

High interest rates will
be the death knell of this
government.

Their confirmation that
interest rates will remain
high on top of their refusal
to lower taxation rates will
bury them.

Let them have an elec-
tion whenever they like.

DOUG JENNINGS
NP, Southport

the important growth area
in the main road require-
ments in the future.

One side-line is that the
Department had very little
difficulty in getting their
staff to move from
Brisbane to the Gold
Coast. We say welcome to
them. :

RUSS HINZE
NP,
South Coast

Tax is biggest
single issue

INCREASINGLY, amid the turmoil in Federal
politics over the push by Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-
Petersen to force the Opposition Coalition parties to
make a firm commitment to lower taxes, commentators
are recognising that taxation will be the single biggest
issue at the next Federal election.

Any political party which does not give the long-
suffering Australian people categoric undertakings —
as opposed to vague promises — to radically reduce
taxes will be doomed to defeat at those elections.

The Federal taxation burden, and particularly the
personal income tax burden, has gone beyond the point
of any reasonable endurance.

No amount of public relations fairy-floss by the
Labor Part will conceal the simple fact that the Hawke
Federal Government is the highest taxing, biggest-
spending Federal Governments in Australia’s history.

Reflect for a moment on how the burden has grown.

Some 30 years ago, personal income tax contributed
about 35 per cent of total federal budget revenue.
Today it well exceeds 50 per cent.

In 1954-55, taxpayers with average earnings faced
marginal and adverse tax rates of 19 per cent and 10 per
cent respectively. Only one per cent of people employed
full-time faced the marginal tax rate of 48 per cent or
more.

Today, more than 2.1 million taxpayers, almost 40
per cent of full-time workers, face that marginal tax
rate of 46 per cent.

In 1954-55 the top marginal tax rate of 66.7 per
cent cut into incomes which were about 18 times
average earnings. Now the top marginal rate of 60 per
cent begins at $35,000 a year or only 1.6 times average
carnings.

Simply, over that period, middle-income earners
have been forced to pay an ever increasing share of the
total tax burden. They are the forgotten Australians.

KATHY SULLIVAN
Lib, Moncrieff

places
for

only a
third

MORE Gold Coast stu-
dents would be able to
undertake tertiary
studies if Government
obstacles to private in-
vestment in education
could be removed.

Queensland Universities
and CAEs were limited to
offering places to only one
third of 1560 graduating
high school students from
the Gold Coast and sur-
rounding areas last year.

Not all seniors are in-
terested in tertiary study,
but as we become more of
an information society
higher education will grow
increasingly important.

There are also many
older people seeking to get
tertiary qualifications fo
fit them for the challenges
of the future.

With our changing
economic and social struc-
tures becoming incrasingly
dependent to knowledge
and skills, the demand for
qualified employees will
grow.

The Liberal and Na-
tional Parties’ Policy on
Higher Education, which
will be released early next
month, will concentrate on
injecting new life into the
system.

The real challenge is to
encourage the community
to invest in the activities of
universities and CAEs, and
to give each institution the
green light for growth and
expansion.

There will never be
enough places to meet de-
mand whilst our tertiary
institutions are dependent
on the political and
budgetary constraints fac-
ing every government.

Therefore, as well as
encouraging competition
between existing institu-
tions, the development of
new non-government un-
iversities and colleges is
fundamental to the future
of tertiary education in
Australia.

Proof crisis will continue

THE release of the confi-
dential briefing paper on
the continued high housing
interest rates by Labor
Senator Susan Ryan con-
firms the crisis in housing
in Australia will continue.

There is not an area in
Australia where people are
not suffering from these
rates and are not being
stretched to the limit to
meet their housing com-
mitments.

Here on the Gold Coast
there are many families,
particularly those buying
their own homes, who are
getting into severe finan-
cial difficulties, and in
some cases even having to
put their homes on the
market.

In fact, it may not be

IVAN GIBBS

generally known that in
Australia last year the
number of home loan bor-
rowers who fell behind in
their repayments by more
than four months jumped
by 50 per cent.

That gives some idea of
the crisis facing the people
of this nation, and all the
assurances by the Prime
Minister that things will
get better have now gone

out the window with Sena-
tor Ryan’s release of that
document.

The brief, prepared by
a senior officer in the Fed-
eral Department of Hous-
ing and Construction, stat-
ed quite clearly that it
appeared unlikely that re-
ductions in housing loan
interest rates would occur
until the first haif of 1988
at the earliest.

And as we know, indi-
cations are that bank in-
terest rates are set to rise
by half a per cent in the
very near future, putting a
further financial burden on
the house owner.

As a State Government
we are doing everything
possible to keep our hous-
ing industry going, by pro-
viding funds for building
houses for rental and pur-
chase for low-income
earners as well as support-
ing private industry
schemes such as [ am an-
nouncing this weekend.

However, we are tied to
national rates and in what
may well be an election
year it will give the people
of Australia the chance to
voice their anger at the
ballot box.



Local government engineers should
broaden their skills, says Mimster

SYDNEY. — The ‘build big at
any cost’ approach adopted by
many engineers no longer was
appropriate for the needs of local
government, the NSW Minister for
Local Government, Mr Crosio, said
yesterday.

In her opening address to the
Local Government Enginecers’
Association annual conference
here, Mrs Crosio called on local
government cngineers (o improve
their knowledge of finance, law,
economic and management theory,
and personnel and communications
skills.

The Minister stressed the need
for government, community and
environmental needs to be taken
into account in engineering
consideratiors.

“It is not manpower or cost
cfficient to leave the engineer in
hlsdlradmonal role,” Mrs Crosio
sai

“The engineer also must become
a manager, taking into account
such things as government,
communitly and cnvironmental
needs, rather than simply

responding 1o a technical

problem,” she said.

Mrs Crosio told delegates that |

local councils were becoming more

accountable to the public and had |

to ensure that they remained
responsive to change.

“When deciding whether a road
should be sealed,
provided in a pdrtzcu[ar location, it

1s neccessary to look beyond the |

technical merits of the case and
consider the needs of the local
community,” she said,

or a park

“'MRS CROSIO
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‘not a very high potential in that.”

Whether home-owners at Tuntable Falls should
be allowed to sell their houses, and for how much,
will be one of the issues raised on Saturday at the
15th annual meeting of the Co-ordination
Co-operative, near Nimbin.

A motion on the agenda proposes that the
co-operative be empowered 1o take 20 per cent of
the price of any house sold by a departing settler,

r Duvid Spuin has been a shureholder of the
Tuntable Falls co-operative for most of its 15
years, ’

Free enterprise ‘squashed’

A qualified lawyer, Mr Spain believes that the
current 'by-laws’ concerning the sale of homes and
land in the valley are effectively squashing free
enterprise and initiative, and encouraging reliance
on government welfare.

“When the intentional community at Tuntable
Falls was first established, we made absolutely no
rules about the disposal of homes and improved
lands," he said.

“Alter all, it was going to be idealistic and
utopian — u perfect community — and we were all
poing to live there lorever. ‘

“People could buy a share for $200, choose a
home site, build their homes and cultivate as much
land as they liked.

“Ten years later, in 1983, at the annual meeting,
there was an attempt to define sharcholders’ rights
regarding valuation of the houses they had built
and the land they had cultivated. !

“Was a house 1o be valued simply at the cost of
materials? Did labour costs count? What about
views — and cultivated land?

“There were some who adhered to the belief
from the early days that departine settlers should
receive nothing when they left.

“The attitude was that people who chose to live
there were gelting u great place to live and a
wonderful piece of land, for a minimal price, and
lhulklht:y were lucky to leave with a shirt on their
back.

“Others felt that a house should be able to be
sold Tor the cost of the materials and the labour,
without taking into consideration land under
cultivation and the value of orchards and gardens.”

Gardens slashed, trees felled

Mr Spain said that some settlers had been so
upset about this that they had slashed gardens and
cut down trees when they left.

“It's a heavy disincentive 10 improvements,” he
said.

“Probably only 5 per cent of the arable land at
Tuntable Falls is being used — much of the rest is
weeds, or grazed pasture.

“Maybe 10 out of 150 resident adults might
elaim to be growing u substantial amount of their
own food and, of these, maybe one or two are
making a living.

“The current agreements create a crippling of
the will to face up to economic realities. The
majorily of people are still receiving Social
Security benefits.

“On the other hand, there is a lot of good
feeling, and people are living harmless and pleasunt
lives — but by failing to define shareholders’ -
rights, we are failing to encourage enterprise.”

The secretary of the Co-ordination Co-operative,
Mr Dave Lambert, said that the situation
regarding house sales at Tuntable Falls was that.
they were allowed ‘to be sold at replacement cost,
or a ‘fair price’,

“It is arguably true that charging a 20 per cent
levy on house sales would discourage people from
private enterprise,” he said.

*As far as dependence on wellare is concerned,
of course we would like to see more part-time jobs,

“A lot of people would like to work a couple of
days a week.

“There's not much money to be made in
small-scale agriculture, and it's hard to make a
living.

“Some people are getting into cralts, but there's

Lismore
building
activity

plumimet

There has been a dramatic decline in t!uildij
Lismore this year, according to the Lismore City C
health surveyor. Mr W Sherring.

A report presented 1o
the council's general
prurpusc commitiee on

uesday night showed a
sharp decline in building
apphications _ for the first
three months of the year,
in comparison with the
same period last year.

The total number of

applications received by’

the council this year was
183, which is a drop of 51
on last year's first-quarter
figure.

But the big decline was
in the value cf the
buildings — [rom $6.8 mil
lion to $2.7 million

The number of
applications for dwellings
{69) was almost aalved,
while their value dropped
from $3.4 millicn to
$1.67 million.

There have been no
applications for fluats this
year. There were 1wo in
the same period las: year.

Applications for
commercial buildings
dropped from nine, valued
at $2.05 million, to one,
which  was valued at
$41,391.

Meanwhile, applic-
ations for additions to
commercial premises rose
from six to 14, while the
value rose from $53,560
to $421,429.

Applications 10 raise
dwellings increased [rom
one, valued at $900D last
year, o four, valued at
$32,000.

Swimming pool
applications fell from 18
to eight, and the assoc-
iated value declined from
$166,640 10 $66,750

The number of dwzlling
additions was similar to
lust: year.

Mr Sherring saic the
number of dwelling
additions was usually

maintained al A reas-
onable rate because
people tended to add 1o
existing dwellings instead
of building new houses. |

He said that the drop in
all applications received
last January compared
with January 1986 was

18 per ¢
he
betweer
and the
showed
slump, |
figures
22 per
previous

Wreath-laying ceremony to

recall Battle

of Kapyong

A wreath-laying ceremony will be held ar Ballina on
Sunday to commemarate the Battle of Kapyong — a
chapter of the Korean War which involved units from
Australia, Canada and the United States.

The battle was fought on April 23 and 24.

To commemorate the battle, u memorial service will
be held at the cenotaph at the entrance w the Balling
Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool.

The service will start at 10.30 am, and be followed
by @ barbecue lunch at the Ballina RSL Club from

noon.
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Tyre reef ‘too expensive’

An artificial reef using old tyres

“Tyres would he suitable in bays 1 Tan _
. wotild not be an economically viable and estuarics, bul.l;u jput them in Services Bourd.

Transport and the Mariime

Ne Yarkaneynu eaid the nayl




adeville project ‘siphoning welfare funds’

HIP

his vote  at the
nstituency, Cape
sday. The Botha
¢ right to vole in
sing Government

P Laserpic)
y — Page 5

SYDNEY. — The New S
$1 million of its welfare housing fund
Wadeville, near Lismore,

The Cpposition’s
Planning and Envir-
onment spokesman, Mr
Moore, said the Govern-
ment had cverruled the
Kyogle Shire Council's

health and  building
requirements  for the
alternative  lifestyle

multiple occupancy at
Wadeville.

As a result, up o six
families were sharing one
toilet on the estate, he
said.

Mr Moore accused the
Minister for Housing, Mr
Walker, o siphoning
$1.28 millien ol funds
intended for public
housing to prop up the
scheme.

The project had been
used as a ‘gravy boat' for
about 10 Housing
Department consultants
and employees who had
spent the pest few years
travelling between Sydney
and the Nimbin region to
investigate multiple
occupancy dcevelopments,

he said.

“Eventually, an ALP
supporter in Lisrmore was
found who would sell his
Wadeville hcbby farm to
the Departmznt of
Housing for §183,000 —
a windfa |l profit of
$63,000 in uncer four
years,” he said,

Mr Moore callzd for an
inquiry intc the valuaion
on purchase, saying he
had been advised that the
amount represented a
50 per cent loading on
current land pricss in the
area.

Mr Mocre yesterday
attempted to bring o1 a
motion calling for the
Government tc cease
funding ‘multiple occup-
ancies on -he Narth
Coasl,

He accused Mr Walker
and the Muinister for
Planning end Environ-
ment, Mr Carr, of
manipulating planning
and funding to support

$ on building a small
the State Parliament was

told yesterday.
their “zxperiment in social
engineering',

“While  thausands
queue for public housing
in New South Wales, this
Minister and his mates
have set up a rort which
involves the establishment
of a hippy resort so-they
can live comfortably
within the Sta.e Public
Service ever alter,” he
said.

In rzjecting the motion,

Mr . Walker recalled Mr
Moore's time as a student
at Sydney University,
when he had hzd long
hair and ‘dressed in drag’.

‘Mr Walker cefended
alternative | festyles,
saying Mr Moore ob-
viously had becorfie more
conservative since his days
as a lelt-wing radical
Liberal. !

The Wadeville
development was a pilot
projez: aimed at intro-
ducing standards for an
estimated 20,000 people

outh Wales Government was spending more than
*hippy resort’ of 28 homes at

who lived alternative
lifestyles in New South
‘Wales.

The program was
aimed at setting standards
in areas such as health,
education and roads.

Mr Walker described it
as a difficult task but said
the Government was
“wrestling' 1o come up
with a solution,

Nulipnal Parks and Wildlife

Service — and Mr Rcbert
Wallace reader in

« economics at South Australia’s

Flinders Lniversity.

Mr Groom said the inquiry
would be ‘a stacked incuiry
whatever happens’ and noted
that non¢ of the members

injunction so the inquiry can
20 zhead in an atmosphere
ree ~ of  wvitriol aad
antagonism,” the society said,

Mr Cohen' said 11e ntrars-
igenee of the Tasmanian
Government had left tae
Commonwealth o opt on but
an inguiry throueh leeizlaticar

Letters...ccvenrinnes
Lotto dividends....
Jackpot 3017 majors.......
Jackpot 3017 minors.......

A strong wind warning Is
current. Raln periods with

some heavy falls., Cool
south-east winds 20/30
knols at times on the coast.
Modarate to rough seas. A
moderale swell.

Outlook: Showers
decreasing during the
weekend.

Yesterday's Lismore
maximum, 19.2; minimum
16.7.

Forecast maximum, 21.

@ Weather details........ 22
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[for sufficient

ot

be killed on' the roads.

¥

nments.by a'State leader in history.

Clsworin said that i peopie daied
public funds to maintain and improve
. JithesPacific Highway, they would die of old age or

5@??}:@@@;:__ rank «with the -most - insensitive

‘He .is;saying that unless some profit-motivated
‘private enterprise outlays the huge sums involved,
“and driyers pay it back through a toll, we have no
ance of:getting a decent road link with the State

How

“drivers?

collected in petrol

the highway, money collected would go towards
making it better and safer. '

What about the money that is already being
taxes and other impositions on

i

belter on excellent . roads i e hwa v Wl AN A

SHEk, e VR

The Pacific Highway, of horse and buggy BTy
standard, is our means of travelling the State. IOEEI

; A : projects out;

Mr Unsworth said that if a toll were placed on The Nor

-Unsworth w

Perhaps i
potholes, he
service th
) pay-for-it-y:

presentation -of il

- obviously geared to evoke

tiras much emotion as
© possible. _

‘" 'As ' an intending

'Tarticipum in the project,

can assure you that the

conditions here are a [ar

et TS 1T A BT ERR L
+YOUR}lead ‘article of
_ yf_ay';;a___. prompted  me: lo
Syiwritetlancinguiry. asi'to:
~possible- recent -ownership -
R el Y rom those reporet
ASTarp Rl vl ha i haves been made to the
#+ Has; Rupert Murdoch “facilities on the property,
:added “your newspaper 10 oy by the mythical ‘six
£his stable offoutlets? “* " milies sharing ~one
=2iHippy.Resort’ s in yoiler’, but by a handful of
{tbanners headlines and a - gedicated supporters who
tsmall adjacent photograph paye yoluntarily supported
?f-;;l-{err_-_'r- Botha :.m.d his “{he project for some years.
iVote for-Apartheid’. We " have currently
{i' Parochial "1o" say ' the ‘three toilets servicing six
8 least et adults, two bathing and
# clothes washing rooms,

“ Whatever ' happened to |
~hot . and cold water
“supplied by a renovated

journalistic.credibility?
hydraulic pump system.

““Your: article on the
Wadeville "project was

These facilities are

contained within the walls

misleading -~ and
inaccurate, “and your

0

ATT E NTION

"CARAVAN & MOBILE
| HOME OWNERS

'DID_YOU KNOW THAT
SUMMERGRAFT

CAN MAKE YOU LIVING AREA

KOOLANEX

., THE IDEAL PERMANENT OR -
‘DEMOUNTABLE ANNEXES FOR
:CARAVAN AND MOBILE HOMES
Eirth i i 3 7

of existing structures and
all improvements have
been carried out by the
people here, at their own
expense.

We've had nothing in
the ‘'way of financial
assistance to provide these
facilities. ~

Many years of hard
work. have gone into this
project. '

Your publication does
not assist'the people who
are up to their armpits
with the workload.

It is exceedingly easy

for politicians to sit
comfortably in Sydney
and criticise this

particular project.

The realities are far
from those reported on
your [ront page.

- The Wadeville project
is indeed an ‘experiment
in social engineering’,
possibly one of the few
such approaches to solving
the acute shortage ol
housing in this State.

It is an innovative
approach only if you have
been sleeping for the past
15 years. :

Multiple Occupancy
has been proved to be a
viable alternative to
existing housing options,
and nowadays, people
from many * varied
backgrounds and lifestyles
are finding it provides the
answer: to their housing
needs.

Remember the ‘good
old days'? The times
when your children could
walk to school without
fear ol molestation; when
your neighbours actually
talked to you; when you
could rely on the support
of the community when
times were hard; and
when the world wasn’t
such a scary place?

The people who are
working for this project
are endeavouring 1o
rebuild the kind of
community most of your
eneration remember
rom times past.

HARRY NEVILLE,
Stony Chute Road,
via Nimbin.

A ‘peqpeful

The West has [ailed
lamentably to elfectively
support this Liberation
Movement, .every
Liberation Movement in
Africa.

Not surprisingly such
people eventually turn to
the Communist countries
for help.

We are to blame, sir. -

I suggest Mr Johnston
obtains a transcript of the
ABC's Tuesday's
Dispatch program
(28/4/87) in which the
former conservative PM,

Malcolm Fraser, was
interviewed.

His  position  on
Southern  Africa is

identical to my own and
to anyone who has studied
this matter with an open
mind. :

“The remark about the
Looney Left is such cheap
claptrap.

By Mr  Johnston’s
standard, -Mr Fraser
would also qualify for that
membership.

His political views have
not progressed beyond the
cold war paranoia of the
1950s.

KLAAS WOLDRING,
Richmond Hill,

School’s
newspaper

MY youngster arrived
home after school this
afternoon [?ﬁi/&?} with a
copy of The Southern
Star' newspaper eager 10
show me his class efforts
‘and pictures of his class
friends.

I congratulate the
South Public School on a
fine effort “on this their
very first
newspaper’,

Much time and elfort
by teachers, pupils and
members of the public
had resulted in a ‘super’
first edition.

*Southie’ mums, dads
and the public can be
justifiably proud.

Congratulations
‘Souths’ school; | look
forward to your second
edition.

of this gap have only
scratched the surface but,
as it Turther widens, the
outcome could be as
unpleasant
unpalatable as that which
we have scen occur in a
number
American countries.

of this country's financial
dilemma,
income tax be reduced”?

On
Hawl
woul
bloke

Al
Ms |
the N
Goad
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belis
pensi
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" The social implications

and

of  South

My question? In view

why should

Why a  grealer

percentage reduction in
the higher income group
against the lowest one and
how do giant companies
get away with paying as
low as
comparatively low rates of
tax on massive income?

live 'per cent,

Cra
Nor
and
Ser
and
get
tha
retu

It would appear that
the lower income earners
are being required to
finance income - tax
reductions for the more
‘well-to-do’ section of the
community. d

The present
Government could ™ be
called Labor in name less
only, ia v . T

school |

R T TR LR R
SOME blokes need a
room.

| Mind you, it can be a bit

confusing to wake up.in
the middle of the night
and not know where
you are. =R
All doors look the same,
particularly if you've
taken strong - drink (
before going to bed.

A Lismore bowling club
official on an out-of-
town trip -at the
weekend lound this out.

Waking in the darkness
with a desperate need, -
he headed for the dim -
outline of the door.

He was out in. the
multi-storey  motel’s
main passageway before
he realised he'd picked
the wrong one.

It was'a sclf-locking door,
Loa.

There he was locked out
in the main passageway
of a swanky motel, clad
only in his purple
polka-dot - shortie
pyjamas.
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At that staee. he thoueht



Some Cawongla residents are keeping their children out of school rather than drive
over a three-kilometre unsealed section of the Cawongla-Lismore road.

The wet conditions caught Kyogle Shire Council
road workers by surprise this week when they were
half-way through grading the road.

Workmen last Thursday and Friday had cleaned
the table drains next to the road and used the material
to resurface the road.

When the rain came on Monday, the new surface
turned to slush, which residents said was up to
10 centimetres deep and made the road impassable.

I

MR BRIAN MILLER, Mrs Robyn Lattimer and her daughter, Sarah, inspecting
the waterlogged Cawongla road yesterday.

The Kyogle Shire engineer, Mr P Knight, said it
was an embarrassing situation, but nothing could be
done.

“When the rain stops, the workmen will have
another go at the road,” he said.

“The equipment will not be moving because it is not
much use anywhere else during the rain.”

Mr Knight said that the council was aware of the
problems, but did not have the money to seal the road.

“No more roads will be sealed in the Kyogle Shire,
or in the State,” he said.

“More money is being spent on welfare, health and
education.

“Road funding is being squeezed out because of
society's changing priorities. If people are on a gravel
road, that is all they will have.’

Vehicle wrecked

This week, a Cawongla resident wrecked his car,
which he bought only last month, on the unsealed
section of road.

He swerved to miss an oncoming car and went over
a steep embankment. No one was injured, but the car
was not insured,

Another car also was reported to have crashed on
the unsealed section this week.

The operator of the Cawongla to Lismore bus
service, Mr Graham Hall, said that the road was
damaging his vehicle. _

“Last month We repldaced rivets in the bodywork to
make the bus safe and to pass an inspection,” he said.

“Yesterday 1. would not allow my relief driver to
drive the bus because of the condition of the road.”

Another resident, Mr Brian Miller, said that daring
the rain, two cars could not pass in places because of
the soft edges. ;

“All the residents have complained to the council
many times about the road, but nothing seems to be
done,” he said. .

Mrs Robyn Lattimer said that a number of peorle
along the road had refused to drive the unsealed
section to take their children to school.

“On Tuesday | was able to drive only 500 metres
before giving up and going home," she said,

“1 just could not control the car.”

Yesterday, Kyogle Council workmen were dumping
loads of blue metal on the road. 3
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A State Department of Local
Government interpretation of
building ordinances as not requiring
external walls has angered the
Richmond River Shire Council.

The council, at a meeting this
week, resolved to object to the
department’s interpretation of the
ordinances. '

An advisory note issued by the
department stated that ‘although

clause 47.1 (2) of Ordinance 70 -

requires that external walls ...
shall be "constructed so as to
prevent the penetration of rain and
other waters to the inner parts of
the building, it is the department’s
view that no mandatory
requirement for the provision of
external walls exists in the
ordinance (for houses)’.

A council may require external
walls for health or similar reasons,
but such a condition would be
subject to appeal.

The council’'s power to require
external walls is contained in the
Local Government Act.

A spokesman for the Department
of Local Government’s Building
Branch in Sydney said that the

advisory note was issued as an

official interpretation of the

‘ordinance.

He said -the department had
received a number of inquiries
about the ordinance, and that there
had been a test case in the NSW
Land and Environment Court
involving a house with no walls.

Demolition order

The case involved the Lismore
City Council and Bodhi Farm, at
The Channon.

The council had issued a
demolition order because the house
did not meet its building
requirements.

he court ruled that the building
did not have to be demolished.

The department spokesman said
the department’s interpretation of
the ordinance was the result of
discussions with North Coast
councils, the Rural Resettlement
Task Force and members of
alternative societies.

The Richmond River Shire
Council’s chief health surveyor, Mr
Kelvin Frost, said his council
strongly objected to Government

resources being wasted in an
attempt to appease minority
interests at the expense of the
majority of taxpayers.

He said that external walls were
necessary to stop water damage to
the structure and contents because:

@ The building was more likely
to be unroofed during the common
cyclonic North Coast conditions.

@ Houses without walls provided
inadequate security.

® It would be difficult to stop
cockroaches, flies, mosquitoes, rats
and mice from entering properties,
and the.entry of dust would be a
health risk and householders would
be unprotected during bushfires.

Mr Frost said the resources of
the department would be better
used protecting existing health and
safety standards, drafting suitable
amendments to inadequate
legislation and encouraging sensible
buildings at a reasonable cost
rather than in encouraging the
waste of labour and resources in
the construction of sub-standard
structures.

“The Government is receiving

_poor advice,” he said.
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CITY MAY
MOVE ON

ILLEGAL
BUILDINGS

The Lismore City Council may seek the removal of some unauthorised building works
vhich came to light as a result of its recent four-month amnesty on illegal buildings.

More than 270 building illegal residences and not be sufficient to [ received after the council
pplications were received other structures built safeguard the illegal |'granted a one-month
y the council during the without council consent.  structures reported by | extension to the
mnesty, which applied to  But the amnesty might some property owners. three-month amnesty
e e T ——— | \ccording  to  the | which expired last June
council’s senior health | 30,

surveyor, Mr W Sherring, He said 278 app-
difficulties were being | licafions were received
experienced with some |during the amnesty,
people who had failed to | including 170 from rural

provide sufficient |areas and 108 from the
information with their | Lismore urban area,
building applications. A breakdown of the

He said this had
prevented council officers
from making a proper
assessment of the illegal
building works concerned. : gl

“It would appear that if | 54 farm sheds, 33
the applicants fail to carportsz{gar_ages, 11
provide the required | converted residences, 34
information, or fail to | backyard structures such
rectify defects in a | s fern houses and garden
building, the council's | Sheds, 17 pergolas, two |
only recourse is to decline | $Wimming pools and 11
to issue a Section 317A | Other illegal structures,
Certificate when or if it is | Mr Sherring said the
applied for,” he said. council also had been

“Similarly, where an | informed of the existence |
application for an existing | Of several other illegal |
structure is refused on | building works which |
planning grounds, it | Went unreported during
would appear that under | the amnesty.

figures showed that
applications were received
for 77 building additions,
37 ilegal rural residences,

the terms of the amnesty, He said that these were
any action to have the | being followed up by |
building removed will | officers of the building

have to be taken by the | department.

planning department.”
Mr Sherring reported

that another 57 building

annlicatinne had hasn




Policy likely f
multiple-living standard |

The State Government has
agreed to consider establishing
a State-wide policy which would
permit multiple occupancy of
rural land.

The Minister for Planning and Environment,
Mr Sheahan, announced this when he opened the
Planning and Development Conference at Valla
Park yesterday morning.

This was good news for multiple occupancy
groups who have been pressing the Government
to introduce a State-wide policy to overcome
problems caused when individual councils
prepare their own.

The Minister, who arrived by helicopter
from Grafton, met a delegation from the Rural
Resettiement Task Force, which is a non-profit
group based at Nimbin Neighbourhood Centre.

They gave him papers on building standards,
council ratings and a draft outline of a possible
State-wide policy.

The members of the group who met Mr
Sheahan were generally pleased with his
response.

Opening the conference, Mr Sheahan said a
State-wide policy would allow multiple oc-
cupancy in suitable areas, prohibit it in environ-
mentally sensitive coastal areas and national
parks and provide clear criteria for councils to
ensure multiple occupancy had no adverse im-
pact on the environment.

He said the proposals would be exhibited
before a final policy was decided.

Cr Jim Lissaman, of Coffs Harbour Shire

Council, said that unless multiple occupancies
“paid their way'’ on rates, councils would face
an extra drain on their resources.

Cr Lissaman said it might be possible to
base ratings on family groups rather than land.

In reply, Mr Sheahan said the Minister for
Local Government, Mr Stewart, was examining
the rating question.

“Planners have to recognise that multiple
occupancy is here to stay and it has to be ad-
ministered and regulated like other develop-
ments,”” Mr Sheahan said.

The Nambucca Shire President, Cr John
Davies, welcomed Mr Sheahan to the shire and
outlined some problems he believed had to be
overcome in the planning field.

He said these included delays in having
plans prepared: the cost of those plans and the
time involved; the requirements that they be
publicly exhibited twice and the volume of
paperwork.

Cr Davies was also concerned that a
departmental review of planning processes was
happening without much consultation with local
government, but, he said that in the past six
months, there had been some improvement in
the way the system worked.

Mr Sheahan, noting that he had been the
minister for six months today, said the review
had addressed the problems mentioned, and
there had been discussion with the Local
Government Association.

He said he hoped a draft of the proposal for
amendments to the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act soon would be available for
public comment.




AUSTRALIA

An “‘alternative’

LIFESTYLE

' house at the Moora Moora community

Janet Smale in her kitchen at Mandala

Dropping out — a serious business

TONY ABBOTT finds a powerful work ethic in Australic’s alternaiive communities.

“DON'T COME on Friday”, the com-
mune leader said, “because everyone
will be away at work.” On Sunday, as it
happened, most were out visiting
friends and relatives.

According to a recent §1-page study
by Dr Bill Metcalf and Frank Vanclay,
of  Griffith  University, today’s
“alternative” is likely to be about 40
vears old, in a stable, monogamous re-
lationship and university educated.
Uninhibited indulgence in drugs and
alcohol and sexual experimentation are
incompatible with a health-conscious
middle age and even nude swimming is
generally out because it embarrasses
the kids.

But if the nation’s estimated 60,000
“alternatives” are no longer very
threatening they are also no longer very
different. Anti-racism, noh-sexism and
environmental protection are no longer
radical values. In 1987 men can be soft,
women can be tough and children can
be free yet society is little closer to that
longed-for harmony. The one-time hip-
pies and rebels are worried about their
families and futures and even question
the messianic attitudes with which they
once assailed “straight”™ society. The
beatniks have grown bourgeoise: the
counter-culture has become conserva-
tive and the greens are becoming grey.

26

Dr Peter Cock, 2 Monash University
sociologist, says that the Moora Moora
Co-operative Community which he
helped to found in 1974 is “10w more a
reflection of society than an alternative
to it”. His radical thunder rolls some-
what  incongruously rourd  his
architect-designed. rammzd-earth
house with views to Melbaourne. Out-
side, wombats root in the garden and
lyrebirds perch in the trees and shrubs.
With voluntary labor, his mountain re-
treat cost $40,000. Solar cells provide
plenty of light and —un a sterec system
but have trouble. he adm:ts. coping
with a washing mecaine.

Alternative liviag has lost its grubby
image. Bill and Jar=t Smale “zropped
out” in the early 7C<. Bill worked for a
meat-packing company and an-
nounced at a staff o eeting that he was
becoming vegetar z1. For |8 months
they “lived on ai-” with a crowd of
friends and itineraris in a largz rented
house in Brisbane's Highgate Hill. It
didn’t work, they sav., because they “got
sick of the bludgers™.

The Mandala community, set in
farmland and bush near the Cunning-
ham Gap, 200km from Brisbare, was
their attempt to conbine thei- desire
for a co-operative existence with a
more settled life. In 1976, the Smales’

$4000 investment bought a one-hectare
building block plus an equal say —
along with 14 other shareholders — in
the running of a 140ha farm. Like
Moora Moora, Mandala is a co-
Jperative community, not a commune.
Members have private houses and in-
comes.

In the beginning, say the Smales,
there was much “Age of Aquarius”
idealism. They rather regret that life in
common never really took on and that
the community is more like a close-knit
rural subdivision than an extended
tamily. Not everyone attends the
monthly community meetings or par-
ticipates in community work projects.
Only two work full-time on the commu-
rity and no one makes a living from the
land. A few treat it as a cheap rural life-
style.

After approval by existing members,
buying-in still costs $4000. But an exist-
ing residence typically costs up to
$30,000. Buying into Moora Moora
now costs about $16,000 before hous-
ing. Dave Lambert, secretary of the
Nimbin-based Rural Re-settlement
Task Force, estimates that taking up
residence in a community today costs
about §20,000.

Not surprisingly, therefore, the
“dole bludger” tag needs to be heavily
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AUSTRALIA

Cock: “If | were doing it again I'd set up a religious comm unity"

qualified. According to Metcalfl and
vanclay, only 17 percent of “alternat-
ives” are unemployed while 20 percent
are engaged in professional work.
Many “alternatives” do, however, re-
2ard the dole as the right of those who
choose to do their own thing rather
z1an as a safety net for those who are
actively but unsuccessfully looking for
work.

The residents of Mandala include a
Lniversity lecturer, a woodworker who
has carved crests for the state govern-
ment ard a “couple”™ who are unem-
ployed. Moora Moora boasts
a doctor, two PhD’s and a for-
mer lawyer as well as “three
or four” who are unem-
ployed. However, they are
not quite middle-class neigh-
borhoods.

For one thing, says
Metcall, raral “alternatives’ ™
average income is a lowly
$5000 a year because many of
the highly qualified profes-
sionals work part-time or
1ave reverted to a subsistence
=xistence. lan Currie, for in-
stance, a former forester, is
now one of Australia’s lead-
ing experimental potters. His
book, Stoneware Glazes, has
sold 150C copies. He works
one day a week at South Bris-
bane TAFE and produces
pots at Mandala to satisfy the
community and his own curi-
osity.

For another, there is still
considerable personal inter-
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Potter lan Currie with his handiwork at Mandala

DON McPHEDRAN

involvem=nt. Gaye Samson, a single
mother who teaches handicapped in-
fants at nearby Warwick and who last
year won a Morthern Territory literary
award [or short story, says that Man-
dala offers a caring and sharing envi-
ronment and, for her daughter Freya.
the reassuring presence and example of
mature mwen,

At Mardala, there is even something
of a work ztaic. Currie is teaching his
children wood and metal working as
well as pottery because he wants them
to be able “to survive on their wits and

An experimental wind generator at Moora Moora

talents”. But does ae want them to live
an alteraative lifeszyle? Not really. The
ckildren. in any event, are going thei-
own way.

Smale reckons that his son John, a
jackaroo in western Queensland, prob-
ably votes for the National Party and
thinks that the community’s lznd is dis-
gracefully under-used. An 1% year old
at Moora Moora said that he liked
country life but did not want that to be
a political statement.

At Mancala and Moora Moora the
former hippies have developed life-
stvles of idyllic agrezability in
seitings  of  outstanding
beauty. Yet when asked what
it's all about Cock -2plies that
his own community “pro-
vides an alternative model for
how the rural-urban fringe
ought to be developed”.

The same intellizence and
sensitivity which caused them
to question established soci-
ety is now directed at them-
selves. They have taken stock.
Do hand-made aots, rural
theatre groups ard experi-
mental wind generators really
make much difference?

“If T were doing it again”
says Ccck, “I'd set up a re-
ligious community.” He says
that Mcora Moora’s environ-
mental ethic has nct provided
the “vision bigger than itself™
necessary for a communitv’s
long-term survival,

According to Metcalf the
alternative communities of

BAIINE NFVINE
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AUSTRALIA

the future will be highly individualistic
and unstructured or highly organised
and religious like the New Govardhana
farm operated, since 1977, by the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness near Murwillumbah, in
northern New South Wales.

The Krishna farm is no place for the
languid or laid back. For 60 adults and
80 children the organised day starts at
4.30am with 45 minutes of singing and
dancing, an hour and a half of medita-
tion, 45 minutes study of the Bhagavad-
Gita and, finally, 45 minutes of chant-
ing. At 9am, when the average drop-out
would surely drop back into bed, the
Krishna devotees start a full day’s
work: for the children, school; for the
adults, farming or a job in a nearby
town. Evening chanting lasts a further
45 minutes. Understandably, most re-
tire at 9pm as drugs, alcohol. gambling,
and intercourse that does not have pro-
creation as its aim are not permitted.

With the secular “‘alternatives’, the
devotees share the aspiration to a more

28

peaceful and simpler way of life in
greater all-round harmony. But this is
not possible, they believe, without the
“God-consciousness” that is built on a
strict spiritual discipline. For all their

commitment, however, they are

2 £ o ﬁ""{*";.,c_‘ 3 =
The Krishna's New Govardhana farm near
Murwillumbah, NSW, where bullock teams
are the preferred method of locomotion

capable of a broad-minded application
of principles. Temple presidert Vrisha
explains that they prefer traditional
farming and, in particular, want to use
the bullock teams that were such a part
of early Australia. Nonetheless, he ad-
mits with a grin. they used a tractor re-
cently because rain threatened and the
ploughing needed to be done quickly.

Vrisha stoutly maintains that the
self-indulgence of ordinary soc ety lead
inevitably to discontent, neurosis and
even suicide. He embraced the Krishna
movement, not by an act of will but by
realising that nothing else workzd — for
him at least. A Christian monk could
hardly have put it better.

It is surely ironic, therefore, if the
alternative movement has ended up
embracing much of traditional re-
ligious or family life, O

Five-minute Quiz 20

1. Name the three ships under the
command of  Christopher
Columbus on his first voyage to
the New World

2. What colour is the centre ring of
an archery target?

3. Actors Mel Gibson, Marlon
Brando, Clark Gable and Errol
Flynn have all plaved which
character on screen?

4. What is the world’s largest car-
nivorous land aaimal?

5. The terms Saichow, Walley,
Lutz and sit-spin are employed

in which sport?

What is the capital of Syria?
The girltriend of cartoon char-
acter Popeye is named . ..7

8. What name is given to the larg-
est size of champagne bottle?

9. Which of Charles Dickens’
novels begins, It was the best
of times, it was the worst of
times™?

10. In which year and in which city
were the Olympic Games held
in Australia?

e

Compiled by Kevin Schluter
Answers on page 44
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LISMORE hairdresser
Sharon Rayner was a
cut above 50 of her
contemporaries when
:§ she snipped her way to

third place in the
third-year and fourth-
f year apprentices’
:§ section of the Aust-
ralian  hair styling
championships on the
Gold Coast at the
weekend. Her model,
Michael Thorpe, of
Alstonyille, displays

Sharon’s style.

REEEE™

Kyogle Shire Council
has asked for the Local
Government Act to be
amended because of
problems with illegal
buildings in the shire.

The council has sent a
letter to the Minister for
Local Government, Mrs
Crosio, explaining the
dilemma caused by the

Act, which makes
retrospective building
approvals illegal.

The council told Mrs

Crosio that the shire had
become popular with
alternative society
settlements. o) 2
-“During the past 10
years, many dwellings
have been constructed
without building approval,
and in remote areas where
they were not detected by

the council’s one-man
health and building
department,” the letter
said. b TR

“The number of these

e s

illegal dwellings has

reached such proportions

that the whole system of -
building regulation is in

jeopardy in rural areas of

the shire.

“During 1986, the
council allocated extra
staffl to attempt to detect
and map illegal dwellings,
and this year engaged an
extra part-time health and
building surveyor in an
attempt-to clean up the
situation.”-

. 5— 7 S

LLEGAL BUILDINGS
REQUEST FOR AC

The council told Mrs
Crosio that despite this
increased ‘activity by
council officers, many
dwellings were still being
started, .and completed,
without building approval.

As it was often some
time later that they were
detected, the council was
unable to proceed under
the penalty provisions of

Section 317 of the Act——

The Shire Clerk, Mr
P Thew, said that when
such buildings eventually
were detected, . the
Department of .Local
Government had advised
that the situation should
be made legal hy issuing a
certificate of compliance,
costing 820
JM“Providing
certificate is issucd, the
vwner then has a fully
legalised dwelling for $20,
in contrast -with . the
person who follows the
proper path of obtaining
the required State and
local government
approvals,” he said.

“A person whn intends
to build a small rural
dwelling worth $20,000
would have a §30
owner-builder fee (paid to
the Builders Licencing
Board); a $100 long
service levy (paid to the
Building and Construction
Industry Long Service
Payments Corporation);
and a $70 building
application fee to the
council, a total of $200.

“The council would

" the

Rural Resettlement Task Force, :
R I  W
Nimbin. N.S.W. 2480

~ . MRTHEW
prefer. o require owners
of ‘detected - illegal

buildings to submit -full
building applications and
plans and pay all the fees
that law-abiding builders
pay, but the Department
of Local Government has

‘agencies

advised that retrospective
building fees are not
lawful, and a certificate of

~compliance must be used

to resolve the situation.”
Mr Thew said that the
attitude by the
department was
threatening the council’s
attempts to eliminate
illegal dwellings; was
giving financial
encouragement o illegal
builders; and denying
State  _Government
and local
councils the fees required
to fund their activilies.
He said that the council
had called for the Act to
be amcnded, cither to
permil  retrospective
building approvals with
full cost of fees beiuyg paid
Ly the builder; or those
buildings erected without
building approval should
be subject to a fee equal
to or exceeding the
corresponding building
fees, plus building licence
and long service levy fees.

Seminar for council candidates
Candidates intending to seek election to the Lismore

City Council in September, will be told about the duties
of aldermen at a seminar at the Lismore City Hall next

month.

The seminar, on August 14, will be attended by a
number of speakers from within local government,
including incumbent aldermen.

People eligible to vote in the council elections will be
residents of the Lismore area and non-residents who

own Lismore property.

People wanting more information should contact the
Lismore City Council Chambers.
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illegal buildings, and none has more than the
Kyogle Shire Council. = s oo - 07 -

In a bid to have the Local Government Act
amended to deal with the situation, the Kyogle
council points out an anomaly that gives a

building bylaws.

The council says that because of the remoteness
of some of the areas in which illegal building takes
place, detection of it often takes time.

Because the Act makes retrospective building
approvals illegal, when the illegal building is
found, the Department of Local Government
advises the council that the building should be

costing $20. . Al G W e o

When this is issued, an offender against "the
building code has a fully-legalised dwelling for a
$20 fee, whereas the person who follows the legal
course of obtaining council permission to build,
can pay $200 in fees.

financial advantage to those who break the

LOCAL government has major problems with

Out-of-date Act helps law-breakers

The Kyogle council says it wants owners of
detected illegal buildings to submit full building
applications and plans and pay the fees that
“Jaw-abiding builders pay.

“But the Department of Local Government has
advised that retrospective building fees are not
lawful, and a certificate of compliance must be
used to resolve the situation,” says the Kyogle
Shire Clerk, Mr P Thew.

No wonder the Kyogle council sees this as an
anomaly. N,

_ Any parliamentary legislation that penalises the

law-abider and makes illegality profitable for the

g’sw-breaker is bad and should be amended without
elay.

made legal by issuing a certificate of compliance; = The Kyogle council wants the Act changed to

allow retrospective approvals to buildings with the
~full fees being paid; or to make buildings erected
without approval -subject to fees equal to or
exceeding the normal amounts. -
Something has to be done about illegal building

before the situation becomes chaotic, with builders

- the protected category:'

ignoring the council building codes that are laid

down for everyone’s protection. i
Councils themselves must be in a quandary to

know which way to turn. T

152

How many times have orders to demolish ilegal
buildings been given by them, and no action’
taken? P31
There are people who are treating the councils’
building bylaws as 4 joke. =0
And rather than be penalised for doing so, they
are being given 4 financial advantage by an Act
that is sadly out of date. : S
This ignoring of —building standards and
requirements has not reached into the cities and
towns yet, but it can’t be far away. i

At the moment, illegal builders appear to be in

Lol
“Not only are they not_being penalised, \hcy are,
actually being encourage Ve

d to break the law.
-And that is a surefire way to break down any
control that lbcal government has.

7 e’
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Cost of a
new State
THOSE who advocate
a new State in Northern
New South Wales
evidently give little
thought to the tremendous
cost burden that would be
inflicted upon us should
such a thing eventuate.
Unlike the gradual
build-up of government
departments and their
housing space over the

R e T

definite link between the
rise in child sexual assault
and pornography as well.

A recent example was
the abduction and sexual
assault of three children
from Sydney.

Surely if we can put &
stop to readily available
pornography, we will be
well on the way to making
our country safer for our
children. :

Are readers prepared to
sit back in true Aussie
fashion and say ‘she’ll be
right mate’ or will you do

Before retiring in
Ballina I spent 30 years in
your kind of business as
city editor, managing
editor and associate editor
of regional and metrop-
olitan daily newspapers.

By all means continue
with coverage of the
South Ballina story. But
do it fairly and
unsensationally.

If you wish to conduct
surveys, do so in depth.

Get all the facts about
the proposal. Then
interview.

by the imposition of suc
restrictions.

That statement
wide of the mark.

Let us be hypothetical:
John Citizen on his way
to work travels over a
restricted piece of road in
a manner dangerous to
the public.

He is apprehended by a
police officer who charges
him with the offence.

A magistrate, in the
interest of the whole
community, relieves him
of his licence for 12
maonths.  conseauently

was

Indlistrial
agreements

AS A member of the
Swan Committee which’
developed  Voluntary
Employment Agreements,
I am concerned that there
has been a lot of

Jinaccurate statements and
‘scare-tactics produced by

unions over the proposals
to introduce VEA's as an
alternative to industrial
awards.

LY

cuncerned,"i_h*c!uding' the

IR system itself.

However, the real issue
the union movement is
afraid -of 7is" not the
existence of a VEA, but
of the likely effect on
union - control and

membership. They will no
longer control the agenda.
Quite frankly, the
sensible unions will have
little to fear but the ‘acid
test’ is now on the unions
to react maturely and
retain their membership.
They may have to sell
thameplves  hetter. Thev

have to play their part in
a proper manner.

In the final analysis, all
Australians basically
know ‘what’s fair and
reasonable’ — 1 am sure
that VEA will find the
right level of acceptance
and standing, just the
game as everyone knows
who the good unions are
and who the bad unions
are.

The test of time will



Rural Resettlement Task Force,
P.O. Box 62
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An “alternative” house at the Vloora Moora ec mmunity

Janet Smale in her kitc1en at Mandala

Dropping out — a serious business

TONY ABBOTT finds a powerful work ethic in Ausiralia’s altzrnative communities.

"DON'T COME on Friday™, thz com-
mure leader said, “because evaryone
wil: be away at work.” On Sunday, as it
happered, most were out \visiting
frierds end -elatives.

Acco-ding to « recent 81-2age study
by [ir Bill Metcalf and Fran< Varclay,
of  Criffith  University, today's
“altzrnative” is l'kely to be about 40
years old, in a stable, monogamous re-
lationship ©nd university educated.
Unirhibited indulgence in drugs and
alcohol and sexual experimentation are
incempatible with a health-conscious
middle aze and even nude swimming is
generally out because it embarrasses
the k ds.

But if the naticn’s estimated €C,000
“alternatives™ ar2 no longer wvery
threarening they are also no lenge- very
diffe-znt. Anti-rac:sm, noh-sexism and
environmental protection are no longer
radical vzlues. In 1987 men czn be soft,
women can be tough and chi dren can
be fr2e yet society is little closer to that
longed-for harmony. The one-time 1ip-
pies and rebe.s are worried about their
families and futures and even question
the mess énic attitudes with waich they
once assailed “straight™ society. The
beatniks have grown bourgevise; the
counter-culture has become conserva-
tive ard ibe greens are becoming grey.

26

Dr Peter Cock, a Monast University
sodologist, says that the Moora Mocra
Co-operative Commurity which he
he!ped to found in 1974 is “now more 2
reflzction of society then an alternative
to it”. His radical thunder -ols some-
what  incongruously rourd  his
architect-designed, rammz=d-earth
house with views to Melbourne. Out-
side, wombats root in t1e garden anc
lyrebirds perch in the trees end shruks
Wita voluntary labor, Fis meountain re-
trea: cost $40,000. Solar cells provide
plerty of light and run @ sterec syste:
but have trouble, he admits, copirg
wita a washing machine.

Alternative living has lest its grubty
image. Bill and Janet Smale “dropped
oat”in the early 70s. Bil werked for a
mea-packing  company and  an-
nounced at a stafl meet ng that he wes
secoming vegetarian. For I8 montts

chey “lived on air” with a crowd cf

rriends and itinerants in a la-ge ranted
house in Brisbane's Highgae Hill. It
didn't work, they say, bezause they “gct
sick of the bludgers”.

The Mandala community, s=t in
farm and and bush near the Cunning-
ham Gap, 200km from Brisbare. was
their attempt to combine thzir cesire
fo- ¢ co-operative existenc: with a
more settled life. In 1976, th2 Smales’

34090 investment bought a one-hectare
building block plus an equal say —
ilong with 14 other shareholders — in
che running of a 140ha farm. Like
Moora Moora, Mandzla is a co-
nperative community, not a commune.
Members have private houses and in-
comes.

[n the beginning, say the Smales,
there was much “Age of Aquarius”
idealism. They rather regret that life in
common never really toox on and that
the community is more like a close-knit
rura. subdivision than an extended
family. Not everyone attends the
monthly community meetings or par-
t.cipates in community work projects.
Only two work full-time ¢n the commu-
nity and no one makes a living from the
land. A few treat it as a cheap rural life-
style.

Ater approval by existing members,
buying-in still costs $400C. But an exist-
ing -esidence typically costs up to
§30,000. Buying into Moora Moora
now costs about $16,000 >efore hous-
irg. Dave Lambert, secretary of the
Nimbin-based Rural Re-settlement
Task Force, estimates that taking up
residence in a community today costs
about 520,000,

Not surprisingly, therefore, the
“dole bludger™ tag needs to be heavily
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Cock: “If | were doing it again I'd set uo a religious ¢ ommunity"

qualified. Accordirg to Metcalf and
Vanclay, only 17 percent of “alternat-
ives™ are unemplcved while 20 perzent
are engaged in professional work.
Many “aiternativas™ do, however. re-
gard the dole as the right of those who
choose to do their own thing rather
than as a safety net for those who are
actively but unsuccessfully looking for
work.

The residents of Mandala include a
university lecturer, 2 woodworker who
has carved crests for the staze govarn-
ment and a “couple” who are unem-
ployed. Moora Mcora boasts
a doctor, two PhD’sand a for-
mer lawyer as well as “three
or four” who are unem-
ployed. However, they are
not quite middle-class neigh-
borhoods.

For one thing, says
Metcalf, rural “alternatives’ ™
average income is a lowly
$5000 a year becausz many o
the highly qualifizd profes-
sionals work pa-t-time or
have reverted to a subsistence
existence. lan Currie, for in-
stance, a former forester, is
now one of Austraia’s lead-
ing experimental potters. His
book, Stoneware Glazes, has
sold 1500 copies. He works
one day a week at South Bris-
bane TAFE and produces
pots at Mandala to satisly the
community and his own curi-
osity.

For another, there is still
considerable personal inter-
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invohement. Gaye Samson, a single
mother who teaches handicapped in-
fants at nearby Warwick and who last
vear won a Northern Territory literary
award for short story, says that Man-
dala offers a caring and sharing envi-
renirent and, for her daughter Freya.
the reassuring presence and example of
mature men.

Ar Mandala, “here is even something
of a work ethic. Currie is teaching his
childre1 wood and metal working as
w2l as pottery because he wants them
to be able “"to survive on their wits and

Potter lan Currie with his handiwork at Mandala

An experimental wind generator at Moora Moora

o

talents”. But does he want them to live
an alternative lifestyle? Not really. The
children, in any event, are going their
own way.

Smale reckons that his son John, a
jackaroo in western Queensland, prob-
ably votes for the National Party and
thinks that the community’s land is dis-
gracefully under-used. An 18 year old
at Moora Moora said that he liked
country life but did not want that to be
a political statement.

At Mandala and Moora Moora the
former hippies have developed life-
styles of idyllic agreeability in
settings  of  outstanding
beauty. Yet when asked what
it's all about Cock replies that
his own community “pro-
vides an alternative model for
how the rural-urban fringe
ought to be developed™.

The same intelligence and
sensitivity which caused them
to question established soci-
ety is now directed at them-
selves. They have taken stock.
Do hand-made pots, rural
theatre groups and experi-
mental wind generators really
make much difference?

“If I were doing it again”
says Cock, “I'd set up a re-
ligious community.” He says
that Moora Moora's environ-
mental ethic has not provided
the “vision bigger than itself”
necessary for a community’s
long-term survival.

According to Metcalf the
alternative communities  of

BRUCE DEVINE
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the future will be highly individualistic
and unstructured or highly organised
and religious like the New Govardhana
farm operated, since 1977, by the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-

sciousness near Murwillumbah, in
northern New South Wales,

The Krishna farm is no place for the
languid or laid back. For 60 adults and
80 children the organised day starts at
4.30am w th 45 minutes ol singing and
dancing, an hour and a half of medita-
tion, 45 minutes study of the Bhagavad-
Gita and, finally, 45 minutes of chant-
ing. At 9am, when the average drop-out
would surely drop back into bed. the
Krishna devotees start a full day's
work: lor the children, school: for the
adults, farming or a job in a nearby
town. Evening chanting lasts a further
45 minutes. Understandably, most re-
tire at 9pm as drugs, alcohol, gambling,
and intercourse that does not have pro-
creation as its aim are not permitted.

With the secular “alternatives™, the
devotees share the aspiration to a more
28

peaceful and simpler way of life in
greater all-round harmony. But this is
not possible. they believe, without the
“God-consciousness” that is built on a
strict spiritual discipline. For all their
commitment, however, they are

BRUGCE DEVINE
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The Krishna's New Govardhana farm near
Murwillumbah, NSW, where bullock teams
are the preferred mathod of locomotion

capable of a broad-minded application
of principles. Temple president Vrisha
explains that they prefer traditional
farming and, in particular, want to use
the bullock teams that were such a part
of early Australia. Nonetheless, he ad-
mits with a grin, they used a tractor re-
ently because rain threatened and the
ploughing needed to be done quickly.

Vrisha stoutly maintains that the
self-indulgence of ordinary society lead
inevitably to discontent, neurosis and
even suicide. He embraced the Krishna
movement, not by an act of will but by
realising that nothing else worked — for
him at least. A Christian monk could
hardly have put it better.

It is surely ironic, therefore, if the
alternative movement has ended up
embracing much of traditional re-
ligious or family life. O

Five-minute Quiz 20

I. Name the three ships under the

command of  Christopher

Columbus on his first voyage to

the New World.

What colour is the centre ring of

@n archery target?

3. Actors Mel Gibson, Marlon
Brando, Clark Gable and Errol
Flynn have @l played which
character on sereen?

4. What is the world's largest car-

nivorous land animal?

The terms Salchow, Walley,

Lutz and sit-spin are employed

1

h

in which sporz?

What is the capital of Syria?

The girlfrienc of cartoon char-

acter Popeye is named . . .7

8. What name is given to the larg-
est size of champagne bottle?

9. Which of Charles Dickens'
novels begins, “It was the best
of times, it was the worst of
times™?

10. In which year and in which city
were the Olympic Games held
in Australia?

=

Compiled by Kevin Schluter
Answers on pagze 44
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Meeting with Department of Local Governmat, kanda BusldingDevelopment
Branch (repres nted by hlir Kerry Callaghan) wivh Mid North Coast multiple

occupanc¥ groups - organised by Bellingen Multiple Occupancy Action Group
(MOAG) uesday 7th July 2.000 - 4.00pm Chrysalis Community, Kalang.

(note: this is the third of such meetings)

" AGENDA
- Apologies from:Mr Lyall Diz, Chief of the Land and Building Dev Branch
Mr Poter Hamilton, Bodhi-Farm, RRTF T

- Introduction - including brief report from each m.o. present
- Report from RRTF - news from Kyogle, Tweed, Byron Lismore

1. Any new information from the ILand & B/D Branch
2. State of the Draft Australian Building Code

3. BRAN No 102 (copy on baclk of meeting invitation) -"Lismore Council's
regponse to it, and our concern

4. RETROSPECTIVITY - the exact position on legalising existing houses

- explanation of the new 317A certificate
- draft of new 317B notice (prozress on) (= demolition notice)

- any way of legalising exisitng building other than thro' Part 11
of Local Government Act (Cr Kevin Childe)

- any alternative to Engineer's certificate? (Bundagen)

- i1s there minimum . level of building inspection? (MOAG)

5. EXPANDED HOUSES - generqgl discussion on the pogsibilities

- Lismore suggesting limit of 60m between units of E/H
- various queries from Bundggen
- infomration from RRTF (submission on Aboriginal Housing)

6. OWNER BUILDER PERMITS TOR MOs - info from Bundagen

7. WHITE ANY TREATMENT

- queries from llomeland
- request to CSIRO Trom RRTF

8. COMPOSTING TOILWIS = any progress with NSW Dept of Health tests?

9. HOUSE SITING (retrospective approval) - does building inspector
have powers to require site to be changed? (Homeland)

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
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and gardens. .. . .
Under the Act, an

environmental impact

statement  has to

accompany any applic-
ation to remove topsoil.
¢ .- The council is seeking
-the smpport of the Local
Government Association
to have this requirement
waived and allow councils
to assume responsibility
for small soil extraction
operations. - - -
For several years, the

= =3l 5
- Lismore District Sports

¥ i S E N
Association has drawn on
a stockpile of topsoil. But

the -stockpile is nearly

“depleted and the _assoc-

iation says it cannot
afford the cost and time
delay involved in pre-
paring an environmental
impact statement.

The statements can cost
several thousand dollars
and take about three
months to process.

In many cases, the
process of gaining
approval takes longer than
the job itself = and
outweighs the value of the
venture. )

The association says
that this has made the
cost of acquiring topsoil
from private contractors
prohibitive.

The secretary of the
association, Mr Peter

Sporting bodies hit by environm

g

| The Lismore City Council is to seek an urgent amendmer
_Environmental Planning and Assessment Act because
shortage of available topsoil for the _disﬁt‘rig:t’s sports fields and parks

t to the

SA M Il

that _many of - the

association’s .70 sports
fields required main-
tenance and improve-

“ments. But they had been
‘put on the back-burner’
because of the looming
soil shortage. AL

“Some fields, for
example, are built on old
garbage tips, and over
time they subside and
need topping up,” Mr
Ashley said.

“Others have taken a
lot of hard wear and need
to be ripped and regraded.

“We've had to turn
down a number of clubs
asking for topdressing, so
we are feeling the
effects.”

Lismore aldermen last
week spoke out angrily
against the restrictions of
the Act.

of a critical '

57
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THE foreman of the Lismore District Sports Association, Mr Laurie inspects the quality of topsoil at
Oakes Oval. R : = 5 Tar & 7 ‘_‘\_, .z_‘_‘_ 3 ’; ;(ft ";' Fa 'a.")“':'l'*._"“ d L " Bairiusst  ve. bidpe 3 i
motions which called for: use by the council for . provisions ' responsibility. . »

: the Several “years, -.to Which -he said  were ‘.@hcrc 418 ‘a big

@ Support ~from
Local Government Assoc-
iation conference later
this ‘month at Port
Macquarie to request the
Act be amended 50 department to prepare a
councils may ‘obtain submission to the Dep-
‘materials to improve artment of Environment
sporting fields and other and Planning to establish
areas’ without having to the size of a development
roduce an environmental for which the council
impact statement. might assume respons-

‘@ The Local Gov- 'oity.
ernment Association to
establish a committee to
look into ways in which
the Act ‘conflicts with
what local government is
trying to achieve and
what the people really
want’.

‘substantiate the costs . becoming a farce. . .
involved in preparing an
impact statement.

. o 2277 happen,” he said. "5 Y
.® The town planning

- "“This ~Government is
hell-bent on destroying
~itself. No one will open a
quarry and all develop-
ment will stop. o

“The whole State will
grind to a-halt.™ " .

- the Local Government
Association “be
approached for support.

. Aldermen R Hepburn
and H Habib led the
attack on the i
Environmental Planning . The Lismore  chief
and Assessment Act. planner, Mr P Reynders,

Ald Hepburn said that said that the legislation
there would be a public should be amended to give
backlash against certain local government more

#Something “has " to

“environmental

Ald Habib moved that

difference, etween

developing a coalmine and

extracting soil for a sports
field, but you need an
impact
statement for both,” he
said. iy '

“The ‘Act should make
an  exception for

_operations of a-certain
“limited size and
“period. This could extend

time

to the private sector.”

“'Mr Reynders said that

his office previously had
made a submission along
these lines to the
Department of Environ-
ment and Planning, but it
had been turned down.

® An investigation to

A
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Two senior officers of the NSW Department of
Local Government held talks in Lismore this week with
the Lismore City Council on multiple-occupancy
building standards.

They are the chairman of the Building Regulations
Advisory Committee, Mr Lyall Dix, and the chief
technical officer of the department’s land and building
development branch, Mr Trevor Howse.

Mr Dix and Mr Howse were sent to Lismore to
resolve problems confronting the council in applying
Ordinance 70 building standards o
multiple-occupancy housing.

The former Minister for Local Government, Mr
Stewart, offered to send the two officers to Lismore
when responding last year to a letter from the council
concerning the Bodhi Farm multiple-occupancy
development at The Channon.

The council had written to the Minister after the
NSW Land and Environment Court refused to uphold
demolition orders issued on two residences at Bodhi
Farm.

Mr Stewart was asked to provide local government
with clearly-defined guidelines for applying Ordinance
70 building standards to multiple-occupancy.

While in Lismore, Mr Dix and Mr Howse had talks
with senior council officers and visited
multiple-occupancy developments, including Bodhi
Farm. t R

They also attended a meeting of the Lismore City
Council on Tuesday night.

Mr Dix told aldermen that local government could
not issue retrospectivé building approvals for illegal
buildings. .o

He said councils could issue Section 317A
certificates of compliance Tor illegal buildings, but
only if the owner requested one and the building
complied with Ordinance 70 standards.

Any illegal builder requesting a Eertificate of
compliance could be asked to supply the council with
plans and specifications and any other information
needed to ensure that the building complied with
Ordinance 70. 4

Banks and building socicties would not finance the
purchase of any building which had not been issued
with a certificate.

Mr Dix was asked if the council and individual
aldermen could be held legally liable in the event of a
certificate being issued for a building which was later,
found to be structurally unsound. .

He warned that councils had to act with ‘due care
and diligence’ in issuing the certificates.

Otherwise they could be found liable.

“Obviously, it is difficult to see into a concrete slab
once it has been laid,” he said.

“Council building inspectors must make an
a;scssment based on experience and the facts before
them.”

Mr Dix said that a recent High Court decision had
dramatically shifted the onus of liability from the
council to the owners in cases of illegal buildings.

“The law is quite clear. People must get approval
before constructing a building,” he said.

“Councils should use demolition orders as a last
resport.

@ Continued Page 5

The Lismore City
Council has announced
plans for a stringent
clampdown on illegal
building work undertaken
after next June 30.

Owners of illegal
buildings in the City
Council area will be
granted an amnesty from
prosecution if they apply
for building approval
before the June 30
deadline.

But anyone carrying
out building work after
that date without first
obtaining council approval
will be prosecuted under
the New South Wales
Local Government Act.

The council imple-
mented the new policy
this week after decidt; ng to
take tough action aimed
al overcoming problems
resulting from a rash of
illegal building activity in
its area.

The city health
surveyor, Mr J Douglass,
expressed alarm about the
situation in .a report
recommending a set
policy aimed at curbing
‘unbridled illegal building
work’. .

Mr Douglass said that
a disturbing increase in
the incidence of illegal
building during ,the past
two years had to be
checked if the council was
to maintain reasonable
control over buildings.

“Prosecution and
demolition orders have
been discussed, but there
are problems associated
with both,” he said.

“The main problem
with prosecution is that
the legal costs incurred by
the council usually exceed
the fines and costs
awarded by the court.

“And obtaining of a
verdict against an illegal
builder does not
necessarilv mean that the
building, if sub-standard,
will be brought up to a

1986

standard acceptable to the
council.”

Mr Douglass accepted
that demolition orders
should be issued for illegal
residences only as a last
resort, and when all other
avenues had  been
exhausted.

“As a general principle,
it would be best —
subject to development
consent being available —
to try to have all illegal
buildings brought up to
standard,” he said.

“But there need not be
the same reluctance to
issue demolition orders on
non-residential structures,;
if the co-operation of the
owner cannot be secured
to bring it up to standard.

“Nevertheless, there
must be some deterrent if
the council is to maintain
any credibility in building
controls.” 1

Mr Douglass proposed
a policy which, after a
period of amnesty, would
allow the owners of illegal
buildings to apply to. the
council for development
and building consent.

He said that when the
amnesty expired, it should
be council policy to
prosecute illegal builders
under sections 311 and
317 of the Local
Government Act.

“While the amnesty is
in force, extensive
publicity should be given
to the council’s
intentions,” Mr Douglass
said. .

“Anyone found illegally
constructing buildings
during the amnesty should
be treated in the same
way as those covered by
the amnesty — not
prosecuted, but required
to submits plans for
specifications to the
council,”

If the council s
satisfied, 1t can issue a
Section 317A certificate
of compliance indicating
that, in the opinion of the

illegal builders

council, the building In the event of an he may be required by the
meets Ordinance 70 illegal builder failing to council to improve the

standards.

submit this information, structure, or demolish it.
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Gouncil to

sk out

The legal options open to the Kyogle Shire Council in dealing
with unauthorised buildings within the shire boundaries are to be
investigated by a newly formed committee.

The committee’s work will
complement a survey being carried out
by council staff to identify and map all
illegal constructions in the shire.

During the first inspection of
properties undertaken for the survey,
27 unauthorised buildings were
identified in the Upper Horseshoe
Creek area. e

In a report to the council this week,
the shire engineer, Mr P Knight, said
that the survey would be a ‘lengthy
task’".

But he said it was the only way the
council could determine the extent of
1hc_lgrobicm. .

“The question of what action the
council should take in these matters is
not simple,” he said.

“All unauthorised dwellings are an
offence against the Local Gavernment
Act. Many, but not all, are an offence
against the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act.

“There are differing legal approaches
the council can take — through
building laws, planning laws, or both.”

Mr Knight recommended that the
council write to landowners whose

properties contained unauthorised

buildings informing them of the
buildings which were illegal and
advising them that the council would
take legal action if the constructions
were not regularised within three
months.

He also advised the council to
reconstitute the town planning
committee to become the town
planning and building committee and
recommended that it be authorised to
investigate the legal options open to the

. council in dealing with illegal dwellings

and the apEraprintc action for the
council to take n each case.

The council adopted the
recommendations.

After the meeting, Mr Knight said
that the council would prefer
landholders with unauthorised
buildings on their properties to
approach the council rather than have
staff go in search of them.

“Even if the buildings are illegal, the
council is willing to discuss the matter
and advise landholders on the steps to
take to have the buildings legalised,” he
said.



Multiple

The submission by
the Rural Resettlement
Task Force to the
Commission of Inquiry
into multiple occupancy
in Tweed Shire covered
almost 70 foolscap
pages. )

It had five separate
sections and 28 appen-
dices.

The submission also
contained comments and
recommendations arising
from primary submissions
by several organisations.

These were Tweed Shire

Council, Lismore City
Council, Kyogle Shire
Council, Land Commis-

sion. Northern Rivers
County Council, Depart-
ment of Agriculture,
Department of Local
Government, Soil
Conservation Service,
Johnson Farm  Man-
agement and the Depart-
ment of Planning and
Environment.

The Task Force in its
summary of recommenda-
tions dealt with eight
separale sections.

These were:

@ Problems encountered
by the council in applying
the present provisions of
LEP No. 6 Shire of
Tweed.

@ The determination of
an cquitable formula for
arriving at contributions
under Section 94 towards
council provided services
and facilities.

® The implications of
MO development for the
provision of other services
“and facilities.

@The need for an
equitable system to rate
properties with MO

approval commensurate
with the actual residential
occupation of the 'and.

@ Schemes in conflict
with MO objectives which
involve small
common land and large
areas effectively alienated
to individual management
or residential subdivision.

@ Action that anti-
cipates development ap-
proval such as clearing
land. road building and
the construction of build-
ings.

@ Adverse impacts on
individual MO proposals
on other residents in the
vicinity.

@ Means suggested to
overcome these problems
and any others that might
be identified by the
commission.

Some of the recom-
mendations under the
viarious sections were:

@ “That the commission
recommend that the
SEEP 15 provide there be
no minimum lot size for
MO development (i.e. that
the present 40 ha min-
imum be deleted and that
council consider ecach case
on its merits).

® “That clause 12A (2)
(b) be retained to give
effect to the provision that
MO be owned in its
entirety in common by at
least two thirds of all
adults residing on the
land, or is otherwise
owned on behalf of those
persons’.

@ “That council does
have adequate jurisdiction
to assess and determine the
nature of internal roads™.

©® That the ‘vast number
of complaints ... caused ...
by the construction of

areas of-

internal roads’ appears
primarily to be related to

non bona-fide
development™.

@ “That the attention of
the Minister for Planning
and Environment be
drawn to the immunity
with which trees of
significance may be, and it
appears recently have
been, destroyed in the
Tweed Shire area and that
if immediate rectification
by council is not forth-
coming that consideration
be given by the Minister to
issuing an appropriate
directive, or if necessary
relieving the council of its
planning jurisdiction™.

® “That if a breach of
the Tree Preservation
Order occurs council
automatically take action
to seek redress as provided
by the:

1. Imposition of a fine
up to $20,000 and

2. The replanting of
nominated trees and their
maintenance o maturity
and

3. Provision of security
to cover default™.

® *“*That a uniform
standard of construction
for internal roads should
not be adopted and that
construction need not be
supervised by 2 qualified
engineer’ .

® “That where a Sec-
tion 94 contribution is
applicable to a MO
development:—

(a) an option always be
provided for a time
payment arrangement;

(b) no pavment need
commence prior to the
first building application
approval; and

MO

occupancy inquir

Hi

(c) an option always be
provided for ‘in kind’
payments”.

® “‘That subject to
preceding  recommenda-
tion the following max-
imum contributions are
recommended:—

(a) Roads and bridges
— maximum of $1500 per
dwelling.

_(b) Community facili-
ties — maximum of $150
per dwelling.

(c) Open space —
maximum of $150 per
dwelling.

_ (d) Bush fire fighting
facilities — maximum ol
$150 per dwelling”.

® “That it be recom-
mended to the Minister
for Natural Resources
Janice Crosio that local
electricity authorities be
advised of the Govern-

ment's policy in support of

the use of renewable
energy resources; and to
take appropriate steps to
ensure that such authori-
ties do not lend weight to
local government council:
by recommending the
supply of mains power, as
a condition of MO
development approval™.

® “That MO communi-
ties pose no unusual
specific °threat’ to tradi-
tional nen-intensive rurul

agricultural develop-
ment”’.
@ “That the use of

‘buffer zoning’ not be
required between MO
communities and non-
intensive rural agricultural
development ™.

@ “That MO develop-
ment be permissible with
council approval on prime
agricultural land
developed in pursuant to

the draft SEPP and in
particular the clause
which provides that land
on which the dwellings are
situated is not prime crop
and pasture land”",

® “That the present
options open to council for
rating should not be
changed”.

@ “That the council may
opt, where appropriate, to
require as a condition of
approval, that the ap-
proval will lapse if at the
expiration of a specified
period, specific conditions
have not been fulfilled, or
development as applied for
has not occurred”.

@ *“That where the
council considers a MO
application  is  ques-
tionable, due to its size or
bona-fides etc., council
recommends that the
application be withdrawn
and re-submitted for
re-zoning as a ‘rural
residential’ area™.

® “That is respect of
construction carried out
without council consent, a
section of the Act gives

ro
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council discretion in that it
‘may’ order demolition, or
it ‘may’ order the doing of
“such work as is necessary
to make the building
comply with the Act” or it
‘may’ choose to take no
action. The issuing of a
demolition should be an
action of last resort only
and that in the first
instance rectification of
the situation be sought by
council on as co-operative
a basis with the owners as
practical™.

@ “That as far as is
practicable the application
of building regulations be
based upon the ‘perform-
ance criteria' and that,
where possible there be
‘deregulation’ of buildings
codes in accordance with

objections of the Australia
Uniform Building Regula-
li_?_r}s Co-ordinating Coun-
cil™.

© “That existing illegal
MO develocpment be
afforded the opportunity
of legalisation as provided,
if this is considered to be
not technically possible
then adopting a policy
such as to give effect to
the spirit of this policy”.

@ “That the proposed
licensing of caravan parks
and camping grounds be
introduced as a matter of
and that when
introduced. this provision
be used by applicants as
one option to facilititate
non share holders residing
on MO land or potential
MO land".
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New industry in the offing?

Dear Editor,

I am writing to inform readers of a potential
new industry for our region that could well grow
into a major national export industry, that being
paper pulp cropping and paper manufacture,

Extensive tests at both levels in the United
States have shown the substance “Kenaf” to be a

very satisfactory substitute for traditional timber

pulping material. This hardy disease resistant
crop grows well in subtropical areas and is an
ideal replacement for sugar cane — harvestable in
150 days by modified cane equipment.

Proximity to a pulp and paper mill is essential
and the site required for such a venture would
have adequate water and power. Transport access
by road and rail and of course sufficient area.

Readers may wish to refer to a June Australian
Geographic #6 (Dick Smith’s Journal) for an arti-
cle about newsprint manufaciure.

Such an industry would be a major employer
and an opportunity for smaller farmers with pad-
docks available to co-operate in growing/harvest-
ing.

The vast undrained areas around Casino could
be put to good use as well as cane growing areas.

All is theory at present, however all indications
are positive to date and information is being fed
to key people in this area as it is received from
USA and Sydney. A more detailed article is in
preparation for general publication.

David Lake
Kyogle

Treeworks criticism

Dear Sir/Ms,
I write concemning your recent feature on

Nimbin and in particular the section on-

‘Treeworks’,

Personally I would be loath to seek advice in
anything remotely connected with this ‘voluntary
organisation’ simply because they and their con-
nected ‘organisations’ such as the RRTF can be
shown 1o be a bunch of irrelevant, impractical,
unprofessional incompetents.

Now don’t get me wrong. I know Martha
Paitson to be a lovely sincere person, BUT after
watching the debacle last fire season at her place
of residence, where basic fire consciousness is
nonexistent, you may be able to understand why I
am more than a little reticent to take her self
appointed specialist role seriously.

Some examples are:- waler supply mains are
unburied plastic pipes, (one looks rather sill try-
ing to put out a fire when the supply line is burnt
through), no firebreaks, no regrowth control,
houses in the middle of blady grass paddocks, the
list goes on. As for the RRTF to which Martha
and Mr Dixon belong, people locally are starting
to have to pay the price (Council Legal
Proceedings) after acting on their misinformation
and ‘advice’.

I'have spent the last six years studying for my
Bachelor degree in Urban and Regional Planning,
a very complex and interactive discipline indeed.
These other self appointed experts are doing
nobody a service at all and in fact they are doing
the people they purport to represent a distinct dis-
service,

This can be readily ascertained by the increas-
ing amount of bureaucratic intervention at all lev-
els of the planning process. On one hand we have
council trying to cope with people acting on bad
information (prosecution, demolition) and on the
other hand lobbying provided by these ‘experts’
to various statutory authorities has seen the cur-
rent manifestation (in its most extreme form) of
things like the current contempt and confusion in

the general population for planning and the plan-
ning process.

In conclusion, the much vaunted NIMPLAN
only has ONE actual active Nimbin Town mem-
ber and he belongs to RRTF,

Peter J Alleman
Nimbin

Bi-Centennial farce

Sir,

We challenge the decision of the Federal and
State governments to spend two hundred million
dollars for the bi-centenary celebrations and we
ask “‘at what cost?”

So far we have seen cuts to pre-school child
care, hospitals, education and other essential ser-
vices. Unemployment benefits to under eighteens
have been stopped.

Cuts“ to the State Government Housing
Commission scheme has caused the list of people
seeking assistance to soar from 40,000 to 70,000
in twelve months. Home care subsidy could be
next on the growing list of “has beens”. The State
Government very recently withdrew funding to a
very successful scheme which was assisting first
offender delinquent boys to get back on the right
track. At the same time they also announced fur-
ther funds will be available for the Darling
Harbour development and tunnel scheme.

It seems to us that the government’s present
attitude is penalising the underprivileged (white
as well as black) and those not yet old enough to
vote.

Their call for us to “Come Together As A
Nation" sounds extremely patriotic but what is
there to celebrate? In our two hundred years what
have we actually achieved?... As a nation we have
more millionaires and politicians, more farmers
leaving their properties, there are more families
living below the poverty line, and more money
available for projects which we don't need.

There is more crime on the streets, more vio-
lence in the home. More Australians are out of
work and there are more small businesses being
swallowed up by powerful “multi-nationals”, and
yes, we do have more National Parks (but fewer
trees). After two hundred years we have not yet
learned to live in harmony with our environment
or our neighbours,

We are not against Australians celebrating, but
this goes far beyond the realm of commonsense
and good governing, — especially when the gov-
ernment makes a practice of cutting essential ser-
vices. We object strongly to this double-standard
and will avoid the celebrations as a sign of our
protest. We ask others who may feel as we do to
resist the temptation of being swept along on the
tide of hysteria which is inevitable (traditionally
called “nationalism™) in '88.

Instead, remember those who are less fortu-
nate, who have been disadvantaged and disillu-
sioned by politicians who call for patriots whilst
depriving these same people of their basic, bio-
logical right to adequate food, clothing and shel-
ter. If ALL Australians had these needs fulfilled
then, yes, we would have something to celebrate.

The many millions of dollars being spent on
projects such as the Bi-Centennial, Darling
Harbour, the Mono-Rail and the new Parliament
House are a means to the same end...“kingdoms”
for those in power, not just in Parliament but for
the “string pullers” also, sadly at the expense of
ordinary Australians.

As far as we are concerned, the Bi-Centennial
is the ultimate *“Aussie Rip-Off”.

Mary and Barrie Brown
Huka
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BIG HASSLE FOR HOMELESS .......

In this, the Year of Shelter for the Homeless,
the problem is actually being exacerbated by
local Building Inspector, Kieran Wade’s search
and destroy mission along the roads and
tracks, (we can hardly say highways and
byways) of the Nimbin area, sniffing out, so
far, fifty illegal dwellings. Mr Wade is
undaunted in his quest for these dwellings,
and cannot be turned from his purpose by
appeals of poverty, age or need.

It is alleged that a seventy-six year old lady in
the Stoney Chute area was threatened with hav-
ing her walls pulled down around her.
Fortunately, this lady’s son is a magistrate in
Brisbane, and was able to take action on her
behalf, preventing the threatened eviction.

Not everybody is so fortunate, and the next
few weeks will see many more people thrown
onto the already glutted rental market.

Ordinance 70

One contributing factor appears to be
Ordinance 70, which relies heavily on individ-
val interpretation. A spokesman for the
Department of Town Planning tells of a recent
case where the Lismore City Council prosecuted
a person who had built a house without walls.
The owner/builder had interpreted the ordinance
to mean a house did not have to have walls. The
council's interpretation was that it did.

The court agreed with the owner and the coun-
cil lost its case.

While situations such as this offer a certain
amount of amusement, the confusion caused is far
from funny. At a recent public meeting in Nimbin,
Alderman Mac Nicholson said, “In my view any-
thing can be brought up to Ordinance 70."

Hands tied
When approached Mr Wade first claimed he
was not prepared to comment as he “doesn’t

like newspapers”. Upon being asked about
evictions in the Nimbin area he denied there
were any; he did admit to notices to quit hav-
ing been served, but, as the people concerned
could appeal, did not feel these constituted
evictions. Mr Wade also admitted that eleven of
the eighteen people already served with notices
would appeal in vain, “My hands are tied,” he
said.

Mr John Douglas, Lismore City Health
Surveyor, claims there are still avenues open to
those who have been served with notices. For
some, the buildings can be brought up to stan-
dard. Mr Douglas is concerned that only five
people have been in touch with the council.

“We are being classed as the big bad wolf,” he
said, “if people would come and see us, we may
be able to work something out.”

In many cases the problem is illegal dual occu-
pancy. Under new guide-lines being considered
by the State Department of Environment and
Planning a property must be ten hectares to qualify
for dual occupancy and have sealed road access to
Lismore.

In an area where the roads are among the worst
in the State, and mostly unsealed, this is almost
laughable. Almost, until you take into considera-
tion the human suffering involved.

What next?

When all the avenues of appeal have been
covered, what resources are available to those
who have to move? Apparently pitifully few.

One real estate agent in Nimbin said, “We have
people coming in all the time, and there would be
many more we don’t even see because they can’t
afford to pay bonds and rent. Even those who
can, and who would be acceptable tenants to
owners, cannot be accommodated. As for the
homelessness, we have the situation where peo-

ple are sleeping on verandahs, under buildings,
anywhere. This cannot be resolved in the private
sector. There is simply a chronic shortage of
housing in the Nimbin area.”

Refuge closed

Katie Love, of the Nimbin Neighbourhood
Centre, tells a heartbreaking story of hopefuls
coming in to ask about housing and put their
names on a list merely to become statistics.

“A few are lucky enough to find something
fairly quickly,” she told me, “but they are the
exception, most wait about eleven months. Many
more give up and move on.

“There was a refuge in Nimbin a couple of
years ago but it closed down."”

Katie feels that a negative attitude on the part
of the townspeople, with comments of “Not
wanting to provide mansions for droogs” was a
contributing factor.

At the moment,” she continued, “the Caravan
Park is the shelter for homeless in Nimbin, if
there is a van available, and if they can afford the
rent.”

Katie would like to see a shelter in Nimbin, to
provide urgent, short-term accommodation, but
finds it difficult to get people prepared to commit
themselves to the time and effort involved in set-
ting one up. :

In Lismore there is the Women's Refuge,
which can provide short term accommodation for
women and children in a crisis situation.
Unfortunately their resources are stretched to the
limit, they accommodate between two hundred
and two hundred and fifty women and children a
year. Owing 1o lack of space, the refuge has
turned away nine homeless women in the past

three weeks as they were not victims of domestic

violence.

Housing collective

Women Up North housing collective has six
houses, all in Lismore. They will provide
accommodation for women and their children
for three to twelve months, but they already
have ninety-six women on their waiting list.

The Department of Housing has a four to five
year waiting list, but do offer immediate accom-
modation for those with absolutely no other
resource. There is also a priority list for the most
needy, who cannot be classed as in a crisis situa-
tion.

Julie Webb, of the North Coast Housing Co-
operative, believes the problem is simply, or not
so simply, that there are approximately three mil-
lion more people, state wide, needing accommo-
dation and there are no houses available. For
many the dream of home ownership is just that, a
dream that will probably never be realised.

For each divorce, and divorce is sky-rocketing,
one more house is needed. The traditional old
farmhouse is being bought up by trendy hobby
farmers, and, with the exception of highrise
developers and the Department of Housing,
nobody builds rental accommodation. It is
inevitably the second house that is rented out.

Vendetta worsens bad situation

At the risk of stating the obvious, we do not
need Kieran Wade’s vendetta straining the
pitifully inadequate resources any further.
While we recognise that some controls are neces-
sary for the health and well-being of the general
public, there are sound and safe buildings in this
area that may not meet all of the council’s
requirements, but be perfectly habitable just the
same.

Mass prosecutions and evocation of the
Health Act, with daily fines, are NOT the way
to solve the problem. These actions are ludi-
crous in the Year of Shelter for the Homeless.




BIG BROTHER IS

Many people believe that the ID card will

not be introduced because of the obvious

threat to privacy.

An informal street survey I conducted recently
discovered that the general population are under
the impression that the proposal has already been
abandoned because it was blocked in the Senate.

Not so. Janine Haines, Senator for SA,
explains in a letter dated August 14, “Since the
Australia Card was the Bill used by the
Government to call the double dissolution, it has
the right under the Constitution to call a joint sit-
ting of both Houses of Parliament. In other
words, the Senators and Members vote on the
Bill at the same time in the same chamber. Since
the Government’s new majority exceeds the num-
bers against it in the Senate, the Bill will pass —
unamended.”

Savage fines

Examine the provisional fines (see box) to be
introduced with the Australia Card. Fines
range from $500 to $20,000 for anyone guilty
of losing their card or of hiring a cardless per-
son.

“Necessary,” the Government tells us, “to stop
tax and welfare fraud.”

No-one can deny there is a large amount of
revenue lost because of these problems but is that
enough reason lo penalise the vast majority of
honest citizens? It is the ordinary Australians
whose freedom and privacy are most at risk, the
rich and powerful will still be protected and the
criminals will do a roaring trade in fake cards.

Gauilty until proven innocent

When speaking to the Senate Select
Commitiee on the ID card Mr Frank Costigan

by Fiona Clarke

The Australia card is crammed with provisions for
fining, gaoling and regimenting ordinary non-criminal citizens.
1. A fine of $5,000 or two years imprisonment — or both — if a card is destroyed for any reason
that cannot be proven to be accidental.
2. A fine of $500 for losing a card and failing to notify the government within 21 days.
3. A fine of $20,000 for failing to produce the card on demand of the Taxation Office.
4. A fine of $1,000 and/or six months gaol for failing to attend a compulsory conference if
ordered by the ID Card agency.
5. A fine of $5,000 and/or two years gaol for businessmen failing to submit a customer's card
number to the government.
6. A fine of $20,000 for businessmen employing casual staff and not submitting their card number.

7. A fine of $5,000 for selling a block of land without submitting the purchaser’s card number to
the registrar of land titles.

What happens if you refuse to hold a card or if you have lost your card?

1. If you are employed in a job and you don't have a card, you may be dismissed or forced to
Tesign as it is an offence for your employer to pay you. (Cl1 49.2) Penalty $20,000

2 You cannot get a new job as it is an offence for an employer to hire a cardless person. (C149.1)
Penalty $20,000

3. A person without a card will be denied access to pre-existing bank accounts (C1 40.2), and

cannot cash in investments (Cl 41.2c) and cannot give or receive money to or from a solicitor (CI

41.7d) or cannot receive money invested in unit, property, or cash management trusts, (Cl 42.2¢)
Penalty $20,000

4. Benefits will not be paid to the unemployed, widows, supporting parents, aged, invalid,

sick, without a card (Cl 54.7) Penalty — Nil. (This area is administered by public servants).

5. Farmers without a card will not be able to receive payments from marketing boards for

their produce. (Cl 43.2) Penalty $20,000. (Nice little round figure isn’t it?)

6. A cardless person cannot sell (C145.2), or rent (Cl 43.4) their own home or land.,
Penalty $5,000

7. A Hospital may refuse entry to a cardless person (Cl 53.1). A cardless person cannot claim

-« Medicare benefits and is not eligible for bulk billing (CI 53.3).

Source material courtesy of Australian Small Business

GETTING CLOSER

regarding the privacy issue, claiming that there
will be no link-up between existing data-base
records.

Blewett confirms link-up

Dr Blewett, Minister for Health, speaking
for the ID card suggests otherwise:

“The key to the system s not the card itself
but the generation of one number which will act
as a linkage number, between for example, social
security and tax records.”

He also admits that “it is true that it makes it
somewhal easier to do cross checking within the
system..."

Mr D Fisher, (Director, Australia Card
Secretariat, Department of Health) blandly told
the Committee in relation o some current pro-
grams:

“That linkage, or the matching, in whatever
form it is done, is legitimate; it is not actually
subject to direct external scrutiny at present, and
many individuals probably do not even know that
it is going on and would want to complain about
it — if they did know.”

ASBA protest group unconvinced

The Australian Small Business Association is
far from convinced that the ID card will help
their members or the community. So concerned
are they that they are supporting a protest group,
the Coalition Against the ID-Database. The
coalition is asking that people wrile to Bob
Hawke and Senator Susan Ryan expressing their
opposition to the card.

The ALP has long been the "working man’s”
party. If they continue to expect the Australian
people to accept such extreme controls over their
lives. thev mav well see a swing hack ta the con-
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No money for repairs
so bitumen may go

What can a shire council do
when it just doesn’t have enough
money to keep its few kilometres
of bitumen-sealed local roads in
good order?

One option is to keep plugging the
holes with bitumen and hoping that one
day enough funds will be available to do a
major repair job on the roads.

But, according to Mr Graeme Miles,
secretary of the Shires’ Association of
NSW, some shires are IUOkinﬁ closely at
another option — digging up the bitumen
and reverting to a gravel surface.

Mr Miles said three main factors were
causing shires great concern:

® The declining level, in real terms, of
financial assistance from the Federal
Government.

® The sky-rocketing cost of bitumen
and other materials, influenced by the
increases in crude oil prices since the mid
1970s.

® The increase in size, number and
travel speeds of heavy trucks on country
roads — particularly when the traffic
volume and weight of trucks were not
anticipated when the roads were con-
structed many years ago,

Maintaining

The problem was highlighted in the
1980-81 annual report of the Commis-
sioner for Main Roads, Mr B. N, Loder.

Mr Loder said the greatest demand in
rural areas was for sealed roads, provid-
ing all-weather and safe access to facili-
tics in the larger country areas.

However, the higher the standard to

which the road system was raised, the .

higher was the cost of maintaining it.

Mr Loder said the cost of plant, labour
and material used in road works was
rising at 15 per cent a year. But the
Commonwealth road grants for 1981-82
were only nine per cent higher than for
the previous year.

In 1972-73, for every dollar spent on
road construction, 30 cents was spent on
maintenance. By 1980-81 the mainte-
nance expenditure had risen to 50 cents
for each construction dollar, he said.

In many shires the picture is prim:

Corowa Shire, which coyers wheat
country in the Riverina, is one of those
shires which is considering the ultimate

option for a deteriorating local bitumen .

road because of the financial difficulty in
maintaining it.

The shire engineer, Mr John Babbs,
said he had recommended that the coun-
cil dig up the Hopefield Road, a route

N‘M : |

bitumen roads is a costly business, in labour and raw.materials.

Here a DMR team works on the road through the grand arch at Jenolan Caves, in
the Blue Mountains region.

—Photo by Department of Main Roads,

used by wheat trucks, and convert it to a
gravel road — because it would be
cheaper to maintain,

*“The council is now spcndin% more on
maintenance than it is on road building,”
he said. "Last year we spent $130,000 on

- road construction, and between $300,000

and $400,000 on maintenance,

“The few kilometres of bitumen local
roads we have in the shire are falling
apart. Most of them should have been
resealed completely about 10 years ago
but, with present money allocations and
the cost of maintenance, there's no
chance of that happening in the foresee-
able future.”

Lismore City Council, which has a
large rural area within its boundaries, is
spending the equivalent of 12 per cent of
its rate revenue on maintaining bitumen
roads.

*To do this, we're having 1o raise loan
funds,” the Town Clerk, Mr Byron
Stevens, said. "“This is contrary to basic
accounting principles, but it's the only
way out. Even now we're going back-
wards. It’s one of our greatest problems.

“We calculate that our roads need
resealing every six to eight years, and the
interest rate on loans for that sort of
period is about 16 per cent a year.

“Having to raise loans for road mainte-
nance is fundamentally wrong, and the
Federal and State Governments are just
going to have to come to the party,

“Their attitude towards what 1s ¢ssén-
tially a basic national resource is irra-
tional."

At Urana Shire, also in the Riverina,
the Shire Clerk, Mr Harry Hutton, said:
“We've got roads that haven't been
resealed for 20 years. We're just doin

atchwork maintenance — a Band Ai

ere and there.

“The Federal Government will have to
take the lead and release more funds to
the States, but the question which must
be asked is whether the State Govern-
ment i§ putting a fair share of its funding
into roads.”

Bland Shire, based at West Wyalong,
doesn't have many sealed local Toads.

“Qur big problem is finding funds to
stop_our gr:wcl roads from going back-
wards, an
using about 15 per cent of our road grant
for this,"" said t}Is’: shire clerk, Mr Spencer
Dunstall.

The soaring cost of maintaining the
bitumen roads in Gilgandrd Shire is
having a great influence on the construc-
tion programme.

we're looking towards ways of

JIf we can't afford to maintain new
bitumen roads, what's the point in build-
ing them?"” said the shire engineer, Mr
Noel Edgell.

It costs us between $6000 and $7000 a
kilometre to reseal a bitumen road, and
there are 130 km of sealed rural roads in
the shire. We're looking to resealing
between 10 and 12 km a year, so we have
about a 10-year cycle. This is all we can
afford to maintain.

“A few years ago the average life
expectancy of a bitumen road was 12
years, but we're lucky if they last 10 years
now.

“Many of the roads were built on light
foundations, partly because of subsurface
conditions, and partly because the weight
and speed of the heavy truck traffic
wasn't anticipated.”

The sheer old age of some of the
bitumen local roads is a major problem
in Forbes Shire,

The shire clerk, Mr Peter Huthnance,
said that, in addition to huge increases in
bitumen prices and in contract prices for
labour, rural councils had to bear the
burden of the soaring cost of transporting
bitumen and other road-making materials
to their districts.

Moree Plains, an amalgamated shire in
the north-west of the State, has a prob-
lem of a slightly different nature —
finding funds to keep its gravel and black
soil roads in'good order,

The shire engineer, Mr Tom Nugent,
said the shire had about 197 km of sealed:
local roads, 1955.km of gravel, and 550
km of formed black soil roads.
 “Because of the harsh climatic condi-
tions in the district and heavy truck traffic
we lose a considerable amount of gravel
road surface. Replacing this each year
over the full 195% km would cost the
council $3.2 million for gravel-alone. It
also costs about $200 each kilometre to
maintain the 550 km of black soil roads.

“The best the council could do for 1982
was to allocate $600,000 for maintenance
and $200,000 for bitumen sheeting. This

‘means that we're falling short of our road

maintenance requirements by nearly §3
million a year.

“The Federal Government tells us
there just isn’t any more money to be
spread about on roads. What must hap-
pen is that fuel taxes must be allocated
where it's fair and equitable — to road
construction and maintenance,"



University researchers have analysed Australian rural communities and come AR :
up with some thought-provoking information on “alternative lifestyles and their"" \Q;@"

practitioners.” BRUCE JUDDERY examines the situation.

THE PEOPLE who live in
Australia’s rural communes
are really not so very different
from the rest of the commun-
ity. Oh, they are much better
educated and probably better
able to find work in the “con-
ventional” economy. They in-
clude very few youngsters in
the jobless 16 to 19 years age
group. And they are much
more dependent on social
welfare payments for their
money needs — 46 percent of
the total.

They live, mostly, in family
groups  typical of the
Australian  experience —
mum, dad, one or two kids,
perhaps another adult, but a
perfectly recognisable family
group, rather than the hippie
stereotype. And, like the rest
of Australia, they are heavily
into home ownership (al-
though the house itself is
likely to have cost less than
$10,000 and be built of mud
bricks or bush timber).

If the experience of a score
of New South Wales “rural
land sharing communities”
described in statistical detail
by a team of Australian
National University scholars for the
Bureau of Labor Market Research is to
be heeded, they offer little prospect of
providing the “supply-side strategy™ for
the reduction of unemployment ad-
vocated by Prime Minister Bob Hawke,
Their experience may even raise again
the “dole-bludger” rhetoric of the 1970s,
as the degree to which many of these
residents of rural communes have vol-
untarily withdrawn from a conventional
economy in which they are well able to
find work — to subsidise their other
pursuits (including full-time work in the
“informal” or non-monetary economy)
— is recognised.

It is one thing to recognise the dole
as a compensation to those whom the
system has rejected. It may be seen as
something else in the case of people
who have rejected the system tacitly.

If the bureau’s paper does stir up this
sort of questioning, its target will not be
the stereotyped blond surfer —
yesterday's “dole-bludger” — for the
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Rosebud Farm, a rural retreat near Cairns, northern Queensfand

evidence is that the rural community
(the authors shy away from the term
“commune,” with its implication of
common ownership of all property) has
very little attraction for his (and her)
age group. )y

The encouragement of such rufal
communities, based in part on Israel’s
kibbutzim, has been one of the in-
dividual “ideological™ contributions of
the Prime Minister. In his 1979 Boyer
Lectures on “The Resolution of Con-
flict,” he advocated their development
as an alternative to “negative expendi-
ture on unemployment benefits.” Four
years later, as Prime Minister (when, as
the authors of the report point out, he
could have shelved the proposal by
pleading pressure of business), he
floated it again at an International
Labor Organisation meeting in Geneva.

At a subsequent press conference,
Hawke revealed that the emphasis of his
thinking was on rural communities
where younger members would draw

N

benefit from the skills and
experience of their elders.

As it has proceeded, to a
mixed reception (the NSW
and Victorian governments
are interested in the cheap-
housing potential of the com-
munities; local government
and unions distrust the whole
idea), one of the biggest gaps
has been any real knowledge
of existing communities — the
sorts of people who live on
them and how they support
themselves.

The ANU academics — Dr
Liz Sommerlad and Peta
Dawson of the university's
Centre for Resource and
Environmental Studies and
Dr Jon Altman of the Depart-
ment of Social and Political
Change — have gone a long
way to filling in this gap.

They admit that their
survey is not encyclopaedic
but think that the variety in
the 20 land-sharing com-
munities they have studied
makes their findings generally
applicable.

Six of their communities
were found in the “Rainbow
Region" around Nimbin,
NSW, and another nine between Tarce
Bellingen on the state’s mid-north

cogst. A further four were found on the

l'|\1 W south coast and one in bushland
;im h of Sydney. They had been estab-
‘"lished for from three to 12 years, an
avgrage of seven, were occupied by
bejween four and 50 adults — with a
mgan of 11 — and occupied between 40
and 706 hectares with a mean size of
abput 175.

Population density ranged from one
inhabitant (including children) per 2 ha
toj a high of about 54 a person. The
average was one person to 9.7 ha. The
rgsearchers found a total of 229 adults —
117 men and 112 women.

o

PETER CRAWFCRD

In terms of the ANU team’s age

tribution, the communities were not
ag all typical — an important detail if
gdvernments come seriously to consider
pfomoting such communities as an anti-
upemployment specific. The 229 adults
wiere accompanied by 136 children — 37
pprecent of the communities’ total
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populations — all of them under 16
years of age. No members were in the
16-t0-20 age group and only nine (2.5
percent) in the 21-t0-25 years bracket.
The vast majority of the adults were
crowded into the 26-10-30 group (66 —
I8 percent) and 3]-t0-35 years (81 —
22.1 percent). Most of the 21 over-50s
surveyed belonged to a community of
retirees that was falling apart even as
the researchers asked their questions.
Nearly half the total were from “an
Australian urban background, confirm-
ing other findings ... that the rural
resettlement movement is part of an
urban-rural drift, reflecting a high level
of dissatisfaction with urban lifestyles.”
But not with all aspects of it. Of the

: ! _ il
Creativity manifested at Byron Bay |

nno

140 households surveyed, 17 consisted
of a couple without offspring — at 12
percent, half the Australian average.
But the 45 couples with children. at 32.5
percent, was not far down on the 40
percent community norm. There were.
however, 23 single parents — more than
six times the national average.

Only five households contained
more than one unrelated family. On the
other hand, 45 people — or 32.5 percent
(against an average of 19.5 percent) —
were living alone.

Where they did differ markedly from
the population as a whole was in the
question of education. Only 3.7 percent
of Australians hold a bachelor's degree
(as their highest qualification): 27.3
percent of the land-sharers had them.
The 5.1 percent who held higher degrees
was just 10 times the national average,
Altogether, 64.6 percent held qualifi-
cations of some sort — trade and techni-
cal, as well as tertiary — against a
national average of 25.1 percent.
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rthern NSW

Most of them — 64 percent — had
been employed up to the time of moving
to their settlement, the majority in the
service sector (as teachers. nurses,
public servants and in a few pro-
fessions). Practically none. however,
had managerial or entrepreneurial
backgrounds — a detail, the writers
speculate, which might be reflected in
the slowness with which most com-
munities seem to be moving toward any
kind of self-sufficiency.

Altogether, only 80 of the adults
surveyed (37 percent) worked for cash
and only 17 of those on a full-time basis.
The others worked part-time or — the
majority — occasionally,

That “working population” was

responsible last vear for bringing just
$613,470, into_the 20 communities sur-
veyed. That was 42.1 percent of their
total cash. Another $170,340 (1.7 per-
cent) came from “other” sources. such
as nest-eggs or the occasional legacy,

But the greatest contribution — 46,2
percent, 3613,470 — came from social
security payments and 60 percent of
that from unemployment benefits,

No community in the survey was

financially self-sufficient. More than

half the 157 “economic units” in the
survey — a breadwinner (from whatever
source), with or without dependants) —
were, in terms of cash income, below the
recognised poverty line.

The attitude of the communities to
their dependants is a bit ambivalent.
“For members of land-sharing com-
munities,” write the authors, “the dole
acts more as a source of minimum cash
income than as an expedient until work
turns up. To some extent, it is regarded
as a non-discretionary or civil right.” A

good many, however, are reported as
resentful of their dependence upon it.

Whatever dilemma the residents
might face, the survey points to an
equally large social dilemma: “There is
an important policy implication here: if
rural land-sharing communities are
intended as supply-sided solutions to
unemployment, then, there is an im-
plicit assumption that members will
withdraw from the labor market. Given
the educational status and investment in
human capital evidences at these com-
munities, it is questionable whether
these people, with valuable skills,
should be encouraged to withdraw from
the labor market.”

The researchers also wonder at the
ethical implications of rural
communities’ welfare depend-
ance. Victorian and NSW
state ventures in promoting
communes, they point out,
implicitly regard continued
payment of the dole as a
minimum income. Similarly,
the payment of other benefits
such as supporting parents,
invalid and sickness benefits
assumes that recipients are
not only unemployed but also
incapable of employment, due
either to child-minding com-
mitments or to disabilities.

“The important point . . . is
that most (rural community)
people receiving these
payments are ‘employed.’
However, their employment is
not as part of the con-
ventional labor market and is
not for cash; rather it'is in the
informal  sector of the
economy.”

It is not as if the land-
sharers are work dodgers. Ae-
cording to the survey, 86 of the adults
(40 percent) work full-time on their
properties, building houses, producing
food, doing maintenance and the like.
Another 56 (26 percent) put in more
than a half~week’s effort on a regular
hasis,

There is, the researchers point out,
nothing illegal about eking out the dole
by gardening or fishing. In fact, the
social security system forces people into
the “informal”™ economy as it penalises
them for earning more than $12 cash a
week. But they have chosen this “alter-
native” voluntarily.

“These people are intentionally un-
employed in many cases,” they con-
clude. “Their past employment status
and occupational status is high. Hence,
the surveyed population of land-sharers
must be carefully distinguished from
structurally unemployed people who
are frequently unskilled and have either
been laid off or unable to find employ-
meng since completing schooling.” O

LEE PEARCE
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Local government ensineers should

ta

broaden their skills, Says Winistey

SYDNEY. — The ‘build big at
any cost’ approach adopfed by
many engineers no longer was
appropriate for the needs of local
government, the NSW Minister for
Local Government, Mr Crosio, said
yesterday,

In her opening address to the
Local Government Engincers'
Associalion annual conference
here, Mrs Crosio called on local
governmentl engineers Lo improve
their, knowledge of [linance, law,
economic and munagement theory,
nl?'cljl personnel and communications
skills,

The Minister stressed the need
for povernment, community and
environmental needs to be taken
into account in enginecring
consideratiors.

STt is nol manpewer or casi
efficient 10 leave the engineer in
hlgdtrndmunul rale, Mrs Crosio
said,

“The cngincer also must become
a manager, laking into account
such things as povernment,
communily and cnvironmental
needs, rather than  simply

responding Lo
problem,” she said.

Mrs Crosio told delegates that
local councils were becoming more

to ensure that they remained
responsive 1o chunge,

“When deciding whether a road
should be scaled,
provided in @ particular location, it

Is nceessury 1o look beyond the |
technical merits of the case and 7

consider the needs of the local
community,” she said,

accountable 1o the public and had ‘ ¢
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" After witnessing the
umpteenth close call on.

in Esmonde -~ Street,
Lismore, Dawn Horsley
decided it was time the
city council did something
about the condition of the
roRd, o s L

_..She and several of her
neighbours joined forces
10 ask the. council as a
matter .ol urgency Lo
widen  the ‘steep, narrow

e road,” and t0° provide: pard i : :
:Butlering and' raof paths, '/ enough;| Esmonde Street

+ The:  council . has '_'.“l 2 Bt

responded by saying that). Alternalive “route  for

it_has insufficient funds.-
i "Your: request will be.
further considered  when
the council reviews its

rogram in- August,” a

said,/ o - .

-yesterday that {f ' funds
were ‘not made available,
she would ‘approach local
politiciansiand make A

concerned that it will -
take ‘s road death ‘1o

that in some places they
have 1o reverse their cars
to callow! ancomin

vehicles 1o, pass, ang

¢hildren | walk “their

of the lack of footpaths in-
the upper end of the
road.{ UAT I LS h
- Mrs. Deirdre  Paillds
and her young daughter
have to cut through a
neighbour's yard 1o avoid
dangerous sections.

o Inta letter o the:
council; - Mrs ' Paillas

between her house and
Cathcart * Street  as
pedestrians:i == -mnee
.T(’:i!'r*-mﬂkc_ matters

a ' council-promoted
tourist - ‘route - 1o
Robinsons ' Lookout, \un

_ § .Robinsons Road.

O The turn-off (o
Robinsons Road' j5: a
hairpin inte section at the

the pond oufside her house 3 {.lht‘: ji.l:nciiori should be re-.

“Mrs  Horsley sajd/ smashed into

_cpmglninl-.al.g.m: level,
LacigiesidenisZare: A *But Jiwas the one who |

force the couneil to act,
Elderly residents say

one of  ‘the  'most.’ ] :
©omott ' has o lived - in:

‘potentially lethal" for *

worse, Esmonde Street js

blind-rise . grest of

i By Staff Reporter RUSSELL ELDRIDGE

1

ihaligned: ias. 0 oa
+ Y-intersection.”

.. AL night the lookout is.

< popular with young

people, a ! carload ‘of
owhom ' recently
“ooverturned as they tried
_..to negotiate the awkward
~re-entry into. Esmonde

Street, - - e
s AsS i that isinot

‘a " recognised
ple wanting to avoid

" busy’. Ballina Street,
- particularly  drink-drivers

resident near’ the

etter this month from - crest of the hill told how,
the tawn clerk's office

“as he was reversing from
his "dr]vowaz, A car
is vehicle.

“The other driver said

. that his brokes weren't

. effective | because  his.

. [ronl wheels were off the
+ road as-he came over the.
rise," the resident said. -

copped. the fine, for
backing on to the road,

“MAlso,aJot of ynunln
- fellows are. testing” their

/- bikes up the hill, trying

‘o get into orbit as they
" hit the top," -

some’ parents of young. . A Woman resident said .

-she had only recently

children to ‘and 'from" bought a house in the
school bus ' stops because, ' Street. Even before she

moved in, a car smashed

cher garage was used ‘1o
park a damaged. motor-
i cycle belongiu ‘o a
. young" rider who “had

‘Z.crashed up the road, ™
Mr Barney McDer-

 Esmonde Street for 16

X y:ars. -li’-ll‘c has walch:g >
described o ection '\ the 'traffic increase and -
b he has helped pull put the'

cars that have slipped off
the crumbling road edges

Arying to evade random
four-year "capital ‘workst! breath-lesting patrols.

nto' her. front fence, and

residents was when a city
council tractor, . engaged

in mowing, slipped off
the verge and became °

' bogged. {
wo other concerns for
residents are the ab
of roadside Farking and
the effect of the road's
condition on- property
values, - e

<" widening the road would
. lessen ‘the danger of a
serious natural problem:
*The blinding effect of the
early or late sun on
molorists  approachin
~ cither side of the crest o
lhi’[l?ill,
hey say you've got
to live ?'n Lf‘;m{m for 10
years before you're

entitled to a say,” Mrs'

Horsley said,

say now.
~*I'm sick of watching
my rates go up and up —
“I'm paying more than
$900 now — and in
returp,  there's  this
. disgrace of a road.”.

@ RIGHT: The road
shoulder is non-existent
at  this - section of

Esmonde Street, | f

@® BELOW: There's

- little room to spare as
two cars approach each |
other in Esmonde Street, '

B A

“into - the weed-choked /7 |

Fidrains. -

He said ‘that he had
*“ been Irying for years to
. make the council act.

© 0 "We raised a’ petition
_.once and I've been down

s/ there in person, but your.
- requests just fall on deaf

jivears,” he said. "

"“The road must” be

The ultimate irony for

Mrs Horsley said that,

“Well, I'm having my'

- il o':fc fei]i“:g d e gy ot foeipathen 1 S BReR
; 3 ” T y‘i,r:‘a‘-ltﬂi il”“”l“ 1 ( ; A e i e 4 e 218
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“owner oI tne yehiclezrecognised.at. and had.contacted’

the police.
When approached by police, Shick had admitted
stealing it and was arrested. eyt e
He was sentenced to three months’ jail on each
. charge, to be served concurrently, 7 i

+ Couple remanded on

fraud, drug charges

A woman who yesterday appeared in the Byron Bay
Local Court on 15 charges of passing false cheques
worth $4292.87 was bailed to appear in the same court
on October 15, .

Police allege that Lisa McGill, 25, of Possum
% Creek, used the cheques to buy household' goods and
clothing from shops in Lismore. b e R
She yesterday appeared unrepresented before
magistrate Mr B Bright. HE o
Appearing with McGill was her husband, -John
William McGill, 37, of Possum Creek.: <, ¢ -
He was charged - with cultivating 11 cannabis plants,
- and possessing of equipment to administer cannabis.”
Mr Bright adjourned: the cascs'lu__,'aliow the couple

. to obtain legal representation,

ation works whicn have
extended the Rous bulk
supply to parts of "the
Ballina Shire. .= > % .
*Other* areas " to be
included :in""the county
district for the first time
are the former Terania
and - Gundurimba shire
areas, which amalgam-
ated with the- Lismore
City Council in the late
1970s. ‘

The Lismore town

clerk, Mr B Stevens, told
aldermen this week that

being altered to include
the whole of the Lismore
Cilty area, except that part
serviced by the Nimbin
water supply.

He said the Rous

city council boundaries,

Solicitor fih;e..Si

NS P

trust practice

SYDNEY. — A Stokers It said Mr Weller had
Siding solicitor was .fined ‘had no formal training in
$2000 yesterday for trust NSW trust. accounting
account breaches. procedures.

The Solicitors’ Stat- Irregularities in his
utory Committee imposed trust account had been
the fine on John Donald discovered during - a
Weller, routine investigation by a

The committee said no Law Society inspector.

mjsapproprialion of Mr Weller had taken
fé\'{g?v:j -funds 1 was steps to improve his
: procedures.

He had practised in
m . Victoria about seven years
"t before being admitted as a

ABERNETHY, FM solicitor in New South

CLAYDON, LE Wales in January, 1982.
REEEE?’ }(:d Under arrangements
McKEE' Wi between the two States,

1 Mr Weller had not been
required to undergo any

DEATHS further training or
MOBBS, L A qualification® in “NSW

; g trust > :jaceounting
® Details — Page '31 procedures. .

for breaching:

with the city council
_retaining responsibility for
water reticulation.

impact on- the -existing

the former Terania and
Gundurimba areas, which
already was controlled by
the Rous County Council.

Significant change

He said the " most
‘significant change ‘which
could occur would be the
transfer of rural con-
sumers in those two areas
from the Rous supply
system to the Lismore
reticulation system.

“At present, because
these areas are not part of
the county district,
consumers receive their
water direct from the
Rous County Council,” he
said.

“If they become part of
the county district, Rous
will lose any reticulation
rights to supply these
people, who will become
the responsibility of the
Lismore City Council.
“If the Roup_CourIl}y

2 26 HE NORTHERN STAR FRIDAY, SEl
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Council ¢ Mt a lte

existing boundaries were -

County Council would"
assume control of all bulk”
water supplies inside ‘the®

Mr .Stevens® said the '
changes would have little

bulk supply situation in

. BT = ‘ar-in ncil
"Corporate’ majoriaygment.® CANIDILON 1AL NC COU

chambers at the request
of the Department of
Local Government.

But aldermen - are
concerned that the
department has called for
sugmissions only from the

. Rous County Council and
its constituent councils —
Lismore, Byron, Ballina
and Richmond River.

Public submissions

Mr Stevens said it
appeared the department
was not interested in
receiving public sub-
missions on the proposed
changes. !

“Presumably, i any

. public objections~can; by

. lodged only with .the: city
council,” he said. «.iron:

“While I can'seé’ no
.reason for opposing'the
changes, the council
should be given an
opportunity to assess
Eub]ic reaction, if any,
efore passing on its views
to the department,” he
said.

‘.
The council adopted
recommendations from
Mr Stevens that:

® The proposals be
placed on  public
exhibition for two weeks.

® Public submissions be
sought.

® The department be
asked to extend the
closing date for council
submissions by one month
to November 5.

The Rous county clerk,
Mr P O’Sullivan, con-
firmed yesterday that the
proposed boundary
changes were concerned
mainly with incorporating
a portion of the Ballina
Shire into the county
district,

“We are using this
opportunity to request
that the department also
include those Lismore
City Council areas not
previously declared as
part of the district,” he

wounei.

“Whal_

to do
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new accredited
course on alternative
lifestyles will be taught
next year at the
Northern Rivers College
of Advanced Education.
A public seminar will
be held at the college’s
Keen Street campus on
Tuesday to give a
preview of the course.
Two of Australia’s
most noted observers of
‘alternative lifestylers’,
Dr Ted Trainer, of the
University of New South
Wales, and Dr Bill
Metcalf, of Brisbane’s
Griffith University, will
speak at the seminar.
Dr Trainer is the
author of the widely-
acclaimed book,
Abandon Affluence, and
is regarded as one of the
leading interpreters of
alternative economics.
Dr Metcalf was
responsible for a
recently-completed

Jfour-year study of the

alternative lifestyle
movement in Australia.
His research revealed
that most alternative
lifestyle participants
were in their late 30s or
older, were highly
educated and less than
one-quarter received
unemployment benefits.
The seminar is being

jointly sponsored by the

[“Alternative’ theme
Eor NRCAE course

rigorous examination of

Northern Rivers college the social history,
and the independent underlying principles and
Centre for Alternative practice of the
Lifestyle Studies alternative lifestyle
(CALS). movement.

A spokesman for Dr Davison said the
CALS, Dr Leigh course would help foster

Davison, said the new
course would not be a

a greater understanding
of this rapidly growing

skills-based ‘how to’ sector of society.

b _ The course will also be
He said it would offered at the Armidale

involve the students in  College of Advanced

the academically Education.

Four extra police
for Byron Bay

Four extra police will be allocated to the Byron Bay
police station during the next nine months.

A total of 12 extra police will be appointed in the
North Coast police district during the same period.

Five officers will go to Tweed Heads, while
Kingscliff, Mullumbimby and Murwillumbah each
will receive one extra officer,

This is the second year of a program to place 2000
police on New South Wales streets by 1989.

In all, 730 additional police will be deployed
throughout New South Wales by next July.

The additional officers will be used fo increase
police presence on the streets.

More than 1000 police have been deployed in the
scheme since July 1986.

The 2000 additional police on the streets is to be

made up of 1250 new recruits and nearly 800
fully-trained police being released from administrative
duties.
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ty water
llina

Ar Woods said the new supply
ild service only Lennox Head and
lina, but he said the Department
Public Works was undertaking a
ly for future expansion to -other
15 of the shire.

This should mean the end of water
rictions in the shire,” Mr Woods

But from now on, the council_ s
g charged for the water being
1‘\'

he council has formed a water
servation commilttee, aimed at
ting consumers to ways of
erving waler.,
he water allowance for ratepayers
he shire is 400 kilolitres at a
imum rate of $240.
— By NICK VAN KEMPEN
of our Coastal Bureau

Road funding_ceiling_set

The NSW Government
this week limited the
amounts that commune-
style multiple occupancy
developments have to
contribute towards local
public roads and other
works.

Under Section 94A of
the Environmental Plan-
ning and Assessment Act,

the Minister for
Environmental and
Planning, Mr Carr, has
limited such contributions
o a maximum of %1950
for each dwelling on the
developments.

Mr Carr said that the
amount charged would be
determined by local
councils, with regard to

th prob

n the administered by the
ill be Department of Industrial
15, Relations.
that ey groups to give
’3I_l.h5 give addresses in reply
VICES - vesterday were ' The
L anY  Channon Progress Assoc-
would i tion, the Coraki branch
ublic ¢ 1. NSW  Dairy
Farmers' Association, the
\ the  cocidents of Tuncester,
office 204 Dr D McConkie, of
ution: the Centre for Coastal
. Mr Management at (he
t the  Northern Rivers College
'&’ :]};: of Advanced Education,
*lean Dr McConkie restated
mtrol  his  beliel  that the
ental establishment of a rare
icals earth plant at Tuncester
was environmentally
Com- acceptable, provided that
rs to  continuing independent
. monitoring was under-
taken and that an
additional water water

treatment plant now being
proposed by Deckhand
was provided.

“In acknowledging
these limitations, Deck-
hand has agreed to assist
with monitoring, and to
undertake any corrective
action which may be
necessary,” he said.

“On this basis, I can sec
no environmental reason
why the proposed rare
earth plant should not be
permitted.

“But there remains the

UNg  problem of rectilying the
"S- damage already done by
Mes,  adverse publicity, and [ do
¢ not  know how this
4MY  problem can be tackled."
> 1% Dr McConkie said that
td “the  radiation risks linked
the 15" the plant by many
CCS  groups were not sub-

stantiated by scientific
fact as he knew them,

“Their submissions
appear to assume that
there will be a substantial
danger, and in some
instances, compare (his
danger to the disaster at
Chernobyl," he said.

He said there was no
justification for
comparing the Tuncester
proposal with Chernobyl.

The residents of
Tuncester told the inquiry
they remained uncon-
vinced that the rare earth
plant posed no danger of
their  lifestyle and
livelihoods, ~ despite
assurances from the
developer and the
Department of Health.

Potential risks

A member of the group,
Mr G Bartrim, said that
given the potential risks of
such a plant, assurances
that  an undisclosed
monitoring  program
would  safeguard the
situation and that wastes
would be disposed of
properly were insufficient,

“The proposed plant,
with no buffer zone,
should not be located in
the prime agricultural
district of Tuncester,” he
said.

“In fact, we do not wish
to see the proposal as
described on any other
community.”

Another group spokes-
man, Mr K Somerville,
expressed concern that
Lismore City Council
aldermen were not
attending the hearings.

“They are the ones who

e resumes

will decide the acceptance
or rejection of this
proposal,” he said.

“How, may | ask, can
they make a balanced or
rational decision on such a
complex issue without
gaining first-hand (he
fullest  knowledge and
appreciation of the facts
presented for or against
the proposal?”

The inquiry will resume
this morning at 9.30 with
an address-in-reply from a

member of Citizens
Against Rare Earth
(CARE), Mr John
Corkill,

Other groups still to
appear during the current
session include Norco, the
Department of Health,
the Department of
Mineral Resources and
Deckhand,

——

the characteristics and
location of the proposed
multiple occupancy.

The secretary of the
Rural Resettlement Task
Force, Mr Dave Lambert,
of Nimbin, said yesterdzy
that local councils had
been charged maximum
amounts of between
51800 (Kyogle Shire
Council), $2500 (Tweed
Shire Council) and $3500
(Lismore City Council)
for each dwelling in a
multiple occupancy.

“The Lismore City
Council has charged the
maximum amount for the
past six applications made
to it,” he said.

“At least two multiple
occupancies have
appealed to the Land and
Environment Court
against such high charges.

“If the appeals are
upheld, it will set a
precedent for councils to
consider,

“The $1950 maximum
still is a lot of money for
the people on multiple
occupancy developments,
which were designed
specifically for Jow-
income groups and to halt
the decline in rural
populations.

“It is not set down
when the amounts are
payable, and some

- some

limits
Commune costs

councils .may opt for the
money up-front when the
development is approved,
even if individual
dwellings are not built for
some years."

Mr Lambert said that
State  Environmental
Planning Policy 15 —
Multiple Occupancy of
Rural Land, announced
this week by Mr Carr
would not make much
difference in the Lismore
City area, but would have
impact in the
Kyogle Shire and
Richmond River Shire.

“Kyogle Shire had
permitted such develop-
ments on only 4 percent of
its area, but this will be
enlarged to more than
80 percent,

“The Richmond River
Shire had not allowed
multiple occupancies, but
the shire is included in the
local government areas to
which the policy applies,”
he said.

The planning policy
states that the land in
question must be a single
allotment and not sub-
divided; with an area of
not less than 10 hectares:
the height of any building
there must not be more
than eight metres; and not

® Continued Page 5
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Dover’s cliffs
a bit cold
for Burnum
the Conqueror

By MIKE HEDGE of AAP

FOLKESTONE, England, Wednesday. — With
the Aboriginal flag draped around his shoulders, his
face daubed in the authentic ceremonial paint of his
tribe and blue trousers neatly pressed, Burnum
Burnum, pictured, yesterday tossed up whether to
take possession of England or seek political asylum
here.

In the end, the winter wind whipping in off the
English Channel decided the issue: “Not a bad
place to be in charge of, but the weather ..."

Burnum Burnum, Aboriginal activist, actor,
author and self-confessed eccentric, was unopposed
as he stood on the beach at Folkestone and claimed
England for the Aboriginal people.

And although he said the Queen and her family
now were his subjects, the Royal standard still flew
above Buckingham Palace and Prince Charles was
expected to keep his old job when he returned from
Australia next month, ’

The ceremony on the Kentish coast was intended
as a mockery of Captain Cook's claiming of
Australia as a British possession in 1770, but it
also had its serious side as a mockery of Australia
Day and the Bicentennial celebrations.

“My declaration here today was an absurdity,
but it is only as absurd as Captain Cook’s was 200
years ago,” Burnum Burnum said.

“Aboriginal people should again be allowed to
walk tall as regal landlords in their own country,

“And it is my job as a, regal lord of my country
to regain the land stolen from the Aborigines.”

The only witnesses to Burnum Burnum’s
declaration were an assortment of journalists and
photographers, although several more may have
been on hand but for a late change of venue from
the top of the White Cliffs of Dover to the sand
below.

Having explained that his declaration presented
no serious threat to the English, the 52-year-old
elder of the Wurundjeri tribe said he had
considered seeking political asylum in England or
Austria.

The grounds on which he would make such an
appeal were unclear, but the prospect of living in
England seemed less appealing after an
hour-and-a-half in control of the country.

As well as risking exposure in the icy sea air,
England’s new custodian found himself stranded on
the beach and had to ask a journalist for a lift back
to his hotel.

estranged wile Lady Susan —~
would replace disconnected
telephone lines, Sir Frank's
solicitor, Mr Paul McCann,

said last night.

It was the second time in
three days police had been
called to the property, which is

portable

T Eight burly guards’
hired by Sir Frank; the other
by Lady Susan — have been
screening anyone and anything
being brought to the home.

“Sir Francis doesn't want
phones
premises,” security guard Mr

on the

half™ invariably it was bus
Mr McCann said
needed access to th
conduct business.
“We are not runn
for her,” he said.
Mr McCann al
reports that Lady

Govt
limits
road
fees

® From Page 3

more than 25 percent of
the land should consist of
prime crop and pasture
land.

Land on which any
dwelling is situated must
not be prime crop and
pasture land, and the
development must not be
carried out for a motel,
hotel, caravan park, or
any other kind of holiday,

tourist or weekend
residential accommo-
dation.

Steep land

The policy stipulates
that development may be
approved by the council as
long as slopes of more
than 18 degrees do not
occur on more than 80 per
cent of the land.

Mr Lambert said that
the provision about such
steep land could pose a
difficulty for some
applicants.

But he said that the
Rural Resettlement Task
Force pgenerally was
pleased with the release of
the policy after lobbying
for its introduction for
some years.

The policy sets out a
long list of matters to be
considered by local
councils before they
approve applications for
multiple-occupancy
developments.

This includes areas
proposed for buildings and
community use, availa-
bility and standard of
ublic road access to the
and, availability of a
water supply, provision for
waste disposal, and the
effect of the proposed:
development on the
agricultural use of land
and water resources in the
vicinity.

b a
v
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local cal

MELBOURNE. — Telecom’s largest union h:
associated directly with introducing timed local pho

The 28,000-member
Australian Telecom-
munications Employees’
Association (ATEA),
believed there should be
full consultation between
Telecom and its customers
before any changes to
timed calls, the union's

Federal secretary, Mr
Mick Musumeci, said
yesterday.

The ATEA also banned
removal of ‘C’ rate pip
tone signals on a new
Telecom network
charging 20 cents for 180
seconds, and called for
their replacement where
they had already been
deleted.

“Our worry is that
people will be talking
without hearing the ‘pips’
and imagine they are not
being charged, when in
fact they are,” Mr

Musumeci said.

He said the removal of
the three-minute signal
was a prelude to the
introduction of zonal
charging rates,

“Our decision was that

Telecom should not
introduce zonal re-
arrangements  which

disadvantage customers
until after consultations,”
he said.

“So we placed a ban on
any work directly
associated with the
introduction of timed
local calls until
discussions between the
Federal Government and
Telecom have concluded.”

Mr  Musumeci said
there were several
Government committees
studying aspects of timed
local calls.

Boozing parents attacked

SYDNEY. — Parents must provide the
first example if they want their children
to stop drinking, according to the
17-year-old organiser of Nocahols,
Michelle Ring.

Mlnmabhnle P65 o Sostctanda_ a

WL ol B Ty Ty

formals and parties and their excuse is
that *my kid's drink was spiked because
my kid wouldn’t do something like
that',” Michelle said.

Michelle, a former student of Dickson

Jackpot Lottery
number 3197

Major prizes

FIRST: $60,000, No 89173, NFP, Lismore.
SECOND: 512,000, No 98422, NFP, Mannering

Park.

THIRD: $6000, No 64062, NFP, Condell Park.
Consolation prizes of $1000 each to No 89174 and

No 89176,

The Jackpot prize of $960,000 was not won. The
Jackpot now stands at $968,000 in Jackpot Lottery

3198,

Half Million Dollar lottery 223 will be drawn

today.
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lers turn

igly mob

Vlore than 1000 Christmas
outside a Sydney hotel early
and hitting police and passing
hottles,

said the trouble started after
crowd, many of whom were
of the Caringbah Hotel, in

an said officers were attacked
cks when they tried to control

if those throwing rocks were

icemen had been injured and
t were rel 1 after treatment
g :

irrested on assault charges and
charged with drunkenness.
rkers several hours to clean the
s and rubbish.

' Tapping

e

into a good time

A LT

JACINTA Bailey, 12 months, of Lismore, finds the 1

sennox Head surf club is j
the spot for a splash after a dip. Her Tather, Mr Reg B:?l:'}'f L;u;:ﬂ.ﬁeﬁ;
proceedings. Picture: TOM O'CONNOR.
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Rural multiple occupancies are recognised

GOVT MOVE ON
LAND SHARING

The State Government has approved a new State palicy to permit
multiple occupancy of communes on rural land.

In announcing the new
policy, the Minister for

Planning and Environ-

ment, Mr Carr, said it
was o major new housing
initiative for the State.
“The policy will allow
groups ol people to live in
separate dwellings while
collectively  sharing
ownership, establishment
and management of rural
lands,” Mr Carr said.

Mr Carr said that most

councils did not have
provision for multiple
occupancy in their local
planning instruments,

“Because communal

developments still are o
relatively new form of
rural  lifestyle, many
councils: are hesitant Lo
introduce mullti
occupancy provisions,” Mr
Carr said.
S "As a result, the
majority of communes do
not  have planning
permission.”

Mr Carr said that
under the old system,
owners could not pain
building approvals, pain
access to housing finance
or appeal to the Land and
Environment Court to
resolve  neighbouring
land-use conlliets, 1o Night
legal action by councils or

to  remove illegal
developments.

He said that the new
policy  now  pave
recognition Lo

multiple-occupancy
developments  as
legitimate form ol rural
lifestyle,

“Communes occur right
across local government
boundaries so this new
policy will apply to the
arcas ol greatest demand,
particularly the north and
south coasts,” Mr Carr
said.

1t will
incquities  being  exp-
crienced by  rural
communes and give them
legal standing in the
planning system.”

The density of
development is limited
under the policy by a

solve  the

le-

formula allowing no more

than Tour dwellings on-

10 hectares, which is the
minimum area  lor
multiple occupancy unde*

the policy.
On 200 hectares, 51
dwellings would  be

possible and a maximum
of 80 dwellings would be

allowed on blocks greater

than 360 hectares,

“Rural resettlement
roups have been lobbying
or some time [or a policy
on multiple occupancy,”
Mr Carr said.

Mr Cuarr said that
multiple  occupancies
would now be permissible
with council consent on
land zoned nun-urban or
rural along most of the
MNew South Wales Coast

and into the tableland
“{reis.
It would not be

permitted around Sydney,
Newcastle, Wollongong
and the ACT, or in the
western part of the State.

“Multiple occupancy

also will mot be permitted
on land which is n
national park, State
forest, S.ate recreation
area, C-own reserve,
water ciatchment area,
environmental protection
area or other similarly
zoned lard, or on land
protected  under the
Coastal Lands Protection
Scheme,” Mr Carr said.

“Strata  titling  or
subdivision of the lund is
not permited under the
policy.”

Mr Cuarr simid that in
considerineg the applic-
ations, councils would be
required 1o ussess matlers
including the tenure
structure, road access,
water supply, bushfire
protection, waste disposal,
potential hazards,
vegetation conservation,
visual impact, community
facilities and the proposed
siting of buildings.
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s, chiafly night and morning.

Mild to warm day. Light to
winds.
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Sun rise 5.43, sels 8.08.

Sun rise 5.44, sels 8.08.
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Yesterday's Lismore maximum, 30.3; minimum 19.7.

Coaslal walers: Soulh-east winds to 15 knots. Seas to

At Ballina Bar:
TODAY: High, 1.46 am, 1.3m; 1.47 pm, 1.7m.
Low, 7.27 am, 0.5m; 8.35 am, 0.3m.

TOMORROW: High, 2.44 ar, 1.4m; 2.47 pm, 1.5m.
Low, B.34 am, 0.5m; 9.26 pm, 0.3m.
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"We can expect that
people travelling through

Ballina will be on their
wiy to Expo.”

Mrs Skimmings said
that  the  one-and-
a-half-hour program
would give an insight into
Expo "88 and the services
and facilitics which would
be available at the site.

Pcople interested in
attending the scssion can
contact Mrs Skimmings
at the Ballina tourist

office.

I R

NSW multiple occupancy move

Rights protected,

says city planner

applications.
*It is going to be a lot

of fun,”™ she said.
“Although | think it
will be very hard, because
| have never been in
inything that rough

MARTHA JANE
BEASLEY

before.”
Martha Jane, who is
spending the summer

holidays in Byron Bay, is
planning a carcer in
commercial art when she
leaves school next year.

businessmen
e stuady tour
lited States

The new State initiative
on multiple-occupancy
developments gave
potential owners the basic
right to appeal, the
Lismore City Council's
chief planner, Mr P
Reynders, said yesterday.

He said the main
advantige of the new
State policy was that it
offered a degree of legal
protection to people
wianting to establish
multiple occupancies in
arcas which had made no
provision [or  such
developments,

In areas which had no
policy governing
multiple-occupancy
developments, applicants
had not been in a position
to uppeal to the Land and
Environment Court if
their application was
refused because, legally
speaking, multiple occup-
ancy did not exist.

“Now, il a council
refuses an application,
people at least have the
right ol appeal, and that
is the basic change.” Mr
Reynders said.

“The State

licy also
sets down gui

clines and

standards to be appliced by

local government to
multiple-occupancy
developments, and how
councils should go about
considering them.”

Mr Reynders said that
the new policy would
allow councils 1o approve
multiple occupancics,
except in arcas where they
were specifically excluded.

Mr Reynders said
people would still have to
submit
application to the local
council, and the app-
lication would be con-
sidered in light of the new
policy.

Pioneer council

He said councils also
would consider cach
application on its merits
and impose conditions if
necessiry.

The Lismore City
Council had helped to
pioncer procedures for
considering  multiple-
occupancy developments
and did not really neced
the new State policy, Mr
Reynders said. »

The Lismore council,

with the Kyogle, Tweed

and Bellingen shires, had
already made provision in
its planning instruments

a development -

o  approve

multiple
occupancies.

“The new policy will
not dramatically change
what has been occurring
in Lismore since 1980,
because we already have
avenues available to us for
considering multiple-oc-

cupancy applications,” he
said.
In August 1980, the

council adopted u multiple
occupancy building code
for considering
applications for new and
existing communes: on 23
parcels of
speciully-gazetted land in
the former Terania Shire
arca, north of Lismore.

The gazettal notice,
issued In controversial
circumstances by the then
Ministe- for Planning and
Environment, the late
Paul Landa, amended the
council’s existing planning
instruments to permit
multiple-occupancy
commuritics on not less
than 40 ha -in the
approved arca.

All Depaﬁmenis of The

NortPern Star can be
contacted on 24:4000

One of Australia’s
best land deals is in
one of Australia’s

most beautiful places.

Sunrise Beach Estate
Bvyvron Bav.
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A MULTIPLE occupancy dev.elopment of five houses on a 40ha

cil.

Council has agreed to develo
vironment Plan of the roposal wﬁ
exhibited before council considers

| land for multiple occupancy purposes.

Deputy president Cr F}I"ank Clark said the shire
council must become involved in new development
concepts such as multiple occupanCﬁ to assess the
viability of further deve opments of this type.

“We must become involved in this type of
development anyway, if for no other reason than to as-
ses the need for them,” he said.

Cr Clark said council wanted the shire to progress
and so these developments, which were growing in
popularity, had to be addressed. .

Council also discussed the possibility of differen-
tial rating on multj ly occupied land parcels if this
development goes ahead. .

Shire clerk Mr Ian Preston told council multiple
occupancy developments introduced a new concept in
land rating and it was possible a differential rate could
be charged.

“A higher rate in the dollar could be applied than
that for surrounding rural land,” Mr Preston said.

This could ensure multiple occupancy
landholdings paid rates equivalent to the ordinary
minimum general rate multiplied by the number of
dwellings on the property.

However Mr Clark said it was possible the land
value determined by the valuer general on which rates
were based might rise following the multiple oc-
cupancy development.

a Draft Local En-
ich will be publicly
final rezoning of the

—

Winegrove property has been set in motion by Copmanhurst Shire Coun-

This would increase the rate revenue from the
land parcel regardless of council’s rating structure on
multiple occupancies,

The land under consideration is owned jointly by
five people who propose to build five dwellings on
40.4#13.

The shire engineer said it was possible under ex-
isting council ordinances to create tﬂrcc small lots on
the land which would permit four dwellings to be built.

However under existing council ordinances it was
not possible to allow fve dwellings or .multiple oc-
cupancy as a land use,

“At the moment the
Department has no
Andrews said, ;

“It’s up to each individual council to deal with ap-
plications as they come up. This proposal will require a
rezoning.”

He said the draft plan will be publicly exhibited so
adjoining land owners may comment on the proposal,
Then the matter would come back to counciffor final
resolution,

“The proposal has merit due to the features of
available services and the class of the land upon which
it is proposed,” Mr Andrews said.

The land is not prime agricultural land and fronts

Wares Creek on Tabulam Rd,

Environment and Planning
multiple occupancy policy,” Mr

Council was told one part owner could sell the
part ownership and in the case of an owner being un-
able to sell the share, anc so leaving, the other owners
would still be responsible for rate payment.
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Land Tax An amendment has been made to the
Land Tax Management Act to exempt M.0's who
are legal under existing or future Council
Planning Instruments. We haven't yet seen the
exact wording, but it is understood that the
exemption will apply to all communities which
will give M0. homeowners the same exemption
enjoyed by other homeowners.

There has been some movement on a number of
lssues of relevance to Multiple Occupancy
(M.0.) communities, some good and some bad.
First the bad newsl:

'Y
f\-J\

New Co-op Amendments These new amendments will °
i only concern communities incorporated as a co-
5 operative. Such communities will have to take
(] atepa to forfeit the sharee of 'inactive'
i members, but in most cases the charging of a
annual levy will be sufficient to be an
Y 'active' member & avoid share forfeiture. It
Regulation would be next to impossible to "\is therefore very important for existing mem-
draft and that a long term lease or agreement _ =/- L bers of co-ops (such as Co-ordination Co-op
would still be needed to guarantee a right of J“E | td) to contact their Secretary with their
occupancy. However, 3 Queen's Counsel have current addreas to receive detalls about thess
advised that such a long term agreement would amendmants «
breach the Local Government Act in creating
'defacto’ subdivisions. The Federal Gov't is
trying to convince the DEP and Bob Carr to
permit long term leases in the new M.0. State
policy (SEPP) soon to be released. 5o it
looks like a long wait for the bureaucrats
etc to sort this one out! In the meantime,
it is still suggested that potential reci-
plants of the grant should still apply for
the grant in the hope that one day the mess
will be sorted out.

FHOS Grants: The plans of the Aust. Dept of * jj
Housing & Construction to make these grants
available to M.0. by making a Regulation to
the Act have come unstuck because of advice' ]
from the Attorney Generals Dept that the

i, Caravan Park Code This has been released and
' @ copy 1s on display at Nimbin Neighbourhood &
Information Centre Inc or available free from
the Dept of Local Government, B-18 Bent 5t,
Sydney 2000. It will still be possible to
have a caravan on your property if you already
have a housel This isn't much help if you
want to live in one while building your house,
in which case a Licence will be required. It
| 18 a bit too involved to explain here, so get
A" a copy if it concerns you.
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New State M.0. Policy (SEPP): The final draft
has been prepared by the Dept and it is
sitting on Minister Bob Carr's desk to be
signed. It is expected that it will be
signed within a couple weeks unless last
minute representations about the FHOS grant
situation convince him to send the draft back
to the department For further amendment.
Besides the 'defacto' subdivision question,
perhaps the next most interesting thing to
find out will be the minimum size for M.0.
This is currently 40 ha but there is wide-
spread support to lower this to 10 ha. The
SEPP is not expected to set upper limits on ||
594 levies to upgrade roads etc. However,
the Minister has the power under 8.94A to set T
such upper limits outside of the SEPP & this
will be the Focus of our lobbying efforts in

.
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Telecom Charges The Ombudsperson is still
waiting For Telecom to respond to his initial
report. He has received several complaints
and has investigated one. His report 1ia
awaited with anticipation.
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Our Supporter Some 35 M.0. communities have
now ‘'made donations to us. These communities
receive a short news sheet every few montha
and an up-dated listing of material we have on
file. This listing can be sighted (& photo-
copied) at Nimbin Neighbourhood & Information
{ Centre Inc and verbal advice on these topics
is available here every Wedneaday.

Dave L e,

RURAL RESET TLEMENT TASK FORCE - &y
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Land Tax An amendment has been made to the
Land m—ﬂamgement Act to exempt M.0's who
are legal under exiasting or future Council
Planning Instruments. We haven't yet seen the
exact wording, but it is understood that the
exemption will apply to all communities which
will give M.0. homeowners the same exemption
enjoyed by other homeowners.

There has been some movement on a number of
issues of relevance to Multiple Occupancy
(M.0.) communities, some good and some bad.}
First the bad newsl: :

44 only concern communities incorporated as a co-
& operative. Such communities will have to take
i} stepa to forfeit the shares of ‘'inactive'
. members, but in most cases the charging of a
/| annual levy will be sufficient to be an
2y 'active' member & avoid share forfeiture. It
therefore very important for existing mem-
. bers of co-ops (such as Co-ordination Co-op
 Ltd) to contact their Secretary with their
current address to receive details about thess
amendments.

FHOS Grantas: The plans of the Aust. Dept of " §
Housing & Construction to make these grants
available to M.0. by making a Regulation to
the Act have come unstuck because of advice’ ||
from the Attorney Generals Dept that the
Regulation would be next to impossible to
draft and that a long term lease or agreement X
would still be needed to guarantee a right of g
occupancy. However, 3 Queen's Counsel have |
advised that such a long term agreement would
breach the Local Government Act in creating
'‘defacto' subdivisions. The Federal Gov't is [
trying to convince the DEP and Bob Carr to [\
permit long term leases in the new M.0. State
policy (SEPP) soon to be released. So it
looks like a long wait for the bureaucrats
etc to sort this one out! In the meantime,
it is still suggested that potential reci-
piants of the grant should still apply for
the grant in the hope that one day the mess
will be sorted out.

> Caravan Park Code This has been released and
'a copy is on display at Nimbin Neighbourhood &
Information Centre Inc or available free from
the Dept of Local Government, B-18 Bent 5t,
Sydney 2000. It will still be possaible to
have a caravan on your property if you already
have a house!l This isn't much help if you
want to live in one while building your house,
in which case a Licence will be required. It
is a bit too involved to explain here, so get
“a copy if it concerns you.
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MNew State M.0. Policy (SEPP): The final draft
has been prepared by the Dept and it is
sitting on Minister Bob Carr's desk to be
signed. It is expected that it will be
signed within a couple weeks unless last
minute representations about the FHOS grant
situation convince him to send the draft back
to the department for further amendment.
Besides the 'defacto' subdivision question,
perhaps the next most interesting thing to
find out will be the minimum size for M.D.
This is currently 40 ha but there is wide-
spread support to lower this to 10 ha. The
SEPP is not expected to set upper limits on
S94 levies to upgrade roads etc. However,
the Minister has the power under s.J94A to set
such upper limits outside of the SEPP & this
will be the focus of our lobbying efforts in e
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Telecom Charges The Ombudsperson is still
waiting for Telecom to respond to his initial
report. He has received several complaints
and has investigated one. His report is
awaited with anticipation.
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Our Supporter Some 35 M.0. communities have
now ‘'made donations to use These communities
P receive a short news sheet every few months
and an up-dated listing of material we have on
file, This listing can be sighted (& photo-
7 copied) at Nimbin Neighbourhood & Information
{ Centre Inc and verbal advice on theae topics
is available here every Wedneaday.
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) New Co-op Amendments These new amendments will *




) "BOOK REVIEW

_ g COMMUNES IN RURAL AUSTRALIA

~The movement since 1970 by Margaret

\J} Munro-Clark. Hale & Iremonger—($14.95
= Noahs-Big Scrub)

Ty Well illustrated with photog#aphs from
. Bodi Farm, Tuntable Falls Community and
e Schocl, Nimbin Murals; this book flows

3 with great insight into the dynamic

\ structures and ideologies of the rural

co—operative settlement movement.

Margaret, a PHD in Human Memory, studies

the rural communitarianism of the post

protest years in the light of individual
autonomy away from conformist over

3 stressed society. The surveys of 36 new

=k, NSW communities annotated in appendix B

@.Show there are eight registered Co-ops,

and provides legal guidelines for -es-—

e tablishing communities. A history of the

(L L L Tl YTy evolution of Nimbin, with maps of Se‘ttle-

; S ments in the Rainbow Region, and inter-
SQUSH G

esting socio-philosophical analyses of
i the trends provide fascinating reading.
John and Maree Keep have sold the squash

Centre to Arthur and Christine Cullen, and
woald like to thank all players, past and L2, (e A
pregent, for their patronage, ahd hope that MSTDRYSO Fm ;
you will continue to support the new OWNETs s {4 e = cumnnﬁx
A1 competibions ere resuming in Februas ALEAYA

Interdistrict squash on Thursday 5th at
Brunswick Heads; Volleyball on Sunday 8th;

"A" division on Monday 9th; "C" division on
Tuesday 10th; "D" & "E" division on Wed,11% : _
Juniors on Thursday 12th (after school), & s oy ﬁﬁﬁ\
volleyball in the evening;'"B" division on £ _ Mcmmrm%?ixmx
Priday 13th, el

TR Ol

Fing Squash Centre, 891 327 for timesSe,eses ] BEINELIT. Wik ok XANDS
e 0¥ A oN OUR YIPS, WILL TA

R Yy Y Y o o o > 4 A STIY 53(?}{ AXD SAY...

j o ‘ 2

Richard C. Bingham
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HEALING
THE NATURAL
wAaY
Pamela |, Bens. N.D.

4

NATUROPATH

NUTRITION
HERBS
HOMEOPATHY
IRIDOLOGY
ORTHOBIONOMY

MASSAGE

HEALTH CENTRE
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NSW GOVMNT SUPPORTS C0+OP LAND SETTLEMENT—=1c&

The Rural Resettlement Task Force
(RRTF) of Nthn. NSW, and the NSW
. Dept of Housing's pilot Co-op land
settlement project goes ahead.

More than two years of endeavor,
study & setbacks have resulted in
agreement on a structure, prooess)ﬁtp
& property for a co-op land settle-

in NSW to be provided with financial%
asgistance from government. o

The purpose of the project is to
pilot the way for helping low
income people, to form co-operat

dop [P0
ives, develop land in accordance with * s,
the Multiple Occupancy planning codqh \,
& construct housing thereon according \/ |

=\

to their needs.

An eighty six hectare, ex dairy "
property situated between Nimbin & *
Kyogle in Nthn NSW has been care-
fully selected & following a detailed
feasibility study funds have been
approved. The property has now been
purchased & a development application
to provide for twenty eight households
has been approved by Kyogle Council.

The funds available will provide for
community & land development costs
plus-house building materials as

. required. Legal, management, land
development & house construction
advice is included and an information
& skills aquisition programme will -

" also be provided.

. The community will be formed as a

* common equity co-op, manages its own
affairs & take liability for mortgage
repayments. Each applicant household
will require $500 cash & commit them-—
selves to repayments at usually 27%
of household income. The average
household income will need to exceed
$190 PW to cover the projected loan.

It is planned to temporarily accomodate
up to 50% of the households on the
land by late February '87 to begin a

three months trial "live togsther"
period before self selects the
co-op begins. The remai! the co-op

. Will be selected followi...
similar "live in'" periods.

pletion of
Environmental sensitivity,

personal & community growth & @
self reliance will bé fundamental \

aims in the. co-ops constitution.

,@w
£
¢4’fr; Full details can be obtained by
ment project. This will be the first i

\\?

;/ eligible for govt housing loans.
E& Familieg with incomes up to $440pw

~ PROECT /7//

Thls pil t progect offers a unique
opportuniiy for low income people to
settle in a popular rural locality
with the financial & info resou:ces
needed to become quickly hous: &
established in an alternative

food producing commynity.

writing to the RRTF, C/- Nimbin
N'Hood Centre, Nimbin 2480,

marked Attentlon D. Leggett.l

All appllcant hous;héids need to be

and older or retired people are N
invited to make application to join- f
this landmark community.

BYRON B | LISMORE _

NO\x/ COMBINED

10 GIVE YOU THE

FRESHEST BULK FOODS ||
AT HE LOWEST PAICES ||

ph. 856423 | ph. 216760




.Bioregional Grounding:
Stepping Back
Onto Our Planet

Peter'Berg

Where do any of us actually live?
Since the advent of Industrial Age consciousness
" only about two centuries ago (and for only the last
few decades in most of the world) the answer o
this literally basic question has been framed in pro-
gressively more urban, statist and technological
terms, rather than in those of the processes of life
itself. Ask the new person yos meet and expect at
least part of this reply, "'In a numbered house on
such a street, in some section of a city, in a par-
ticular state or province or department, of ?nation-
state, in a First, Second or Third World power-bloc.
That is, when I'm not at ?, another place where 1
commute to work by car, bus, train; or airplane."
I Weall live within the web-of-life, of course, Our
, bodies and senses are those of mammals in the

| biosphere. All of our food, water and materials
IP comes from processes of the biosphere. But during

the Industrial Age. reaching a climax in the Late In-
dustrial period dating from World War 11, the fact
ol our interdependence with all life became a vague
abstraction. We have suffered from the delusion of

believing that our lives were safely in the care of *
The separation between conscious

machines,
human identity and locatedness, and the planetary

Jlife-web of which our species is part, is now critical”

enough to threaten the survival of both. We are in
the absurd and tragic position of someone who seéts
fire to the house to keep warm in a freezing bliz-

| zard, destroying ever-widening ranges of life
without consciousness of our ultimate bond with
them., -

How do we rediscover where we actually live?

Bloreglons are geographic areas having com-
mon characteristics of soil, watersheds, climate,
and native plants and animals that exist within the
whale planetary biosphere as unique and intrinsic
contributive parts. Consider them as possing the
diverse and necessary distrinctions of leaves from
roots, or arms from legs. The Amazon jungle, for
instance provides so much oxygen that it can be
counted as i lung of the biosphere. The Nile delta is
a kidney for the Mediterranean Sea. Underneath

cand around the industrial grids of row-houses and
factories, streets and  sewers, highways and
i railways, oil and gas pipelines, legal jurisdictions
and political boundaries, the natural geography of
: life continues to endure.

Everyone lives in somg bioregion or other. Prior

to industrialism the reality of inhabitation in a uni-
~que life-place was reflected in adaptive cultures
that reciprocated with eycles and conditions of thut
place. Some strong examples still remain such as
“the Hopi's deeply sacred involvement with arid
L cultivation of corn, rain, mesas, and respectful
“grace in the American Southwest. Some vestiges
- continue to hiunt the designs of pation-staies such
as the heroic persistence (after eight centuries’
' domination) of Welsh language and culture on the
~western side of England's principal topographical
divide. Thoroughly adaptive cultures are native
hyman mammal interactions, as natural as any
other aspect of the life of a bioregion.

For most people, however, inhabitation of a uni-
que bioregion has lost pre-eminence as a fact of sur-
vival, While this condition prevails no bioregion is
secure from the threat of being crippled in its abili-

_ty to nurture life. *'Cut down the Amazon jungle for
newspaper pulp, we need to read about flutuations
in oil prices.'" “level the Hopi's Black Mesa, we
nced coal to produce electricity so Los Angeles’
lights can burn all night." There is no way to en-
sure the survival of the biosphere without saving
each bioregion, and it is especially important for
anyone living within industrial _society to bejn
_ cultivating bioregional consciousness. 3
" Reinhabitation is a term for undertaking the
practices of living-in-place, becoming part of a
bioregion again. A first step is to become familiar

i with the specific characteristics of the place where .

one lives. Wet and green northern California, for
example, isn't continous with the dry desert por-
|

tion of the state. Northern California is 4 separate
-natural country, "'Shasta." The ozark Mountains are
a distinct raised lime-stone formation with'a unique
natural identity of watersheds and vegetation strad-
dling the border of Arkansas and Missouri, the
bioregion of “'Ozarkia." Ocean-influenced areas of
northern Maine in the United States and New
Brunswick in Canada share the same bioregion,
*The Gulf of Maine,"'

In Europe bioregions often coincides with tradi-
tional homelands of ‘“‘national minorities’’ of
nation-states: Cymmru (Wales) and-Alba (Scotland)
in England; Breizh (Brittany) apd Corsu (Corsica) in
France; and Euskadi_(Basques) and Catalune
(Catalonia) in Spain, 3

Any place is within a bioregion. Every metropolis
exists in a nawral locale: Manhatian in the lower
rdudson River valley; London in that of the
Thames. Suburbs, towns, villages, rural farming
areas, forests and national parks are all within
specific bioregions.

AKWESASNE NOTES/SPRING 1984

" Once the extent and character of a life-place is
determined, reinhabitory approaches can taken to
an impressively large number of activities and pro-
blem areas. Education and awareness have a special

‘priority at present, and bioregibnal study groups

have already emerged in over fifty areas of the
United States and Canada. They produce newslet-
ters and information ‘“‘bundles’” on their
bioregions, and often choose particulicly im-

mediate political issues for emphasis. In Shasta, for
example, the Frisco Bay Mussel Group evolved into
an adamant voice for opposing interbasin transfers
of northern California water to the south and Los
Angeles, and in the 1982 election was active in
defeating what up until now wis 2 common prac-
tice (over 90% of Shasta voters opposed the latest
diversion scheme; the largest single-side vote in®
California history). Bioregional approaches 1o
natural resources activitics are perhaps the most
directly obvious and in Shasta they are currently
employed by groups working (o restore native
salmon runs in rivers and reforest logged-over areas
with indigenous trees.

In the Sonoran Desert bioregion which overlaps
the United States-Mexico border on the Rio Grande
River reinhabitants are introducing "'new crops’
for agriculture that are, in fact, native plants.

Renewable energy designs  [or  communitics
founded on bioregional considerations are being
proposed for areas as dissimilar as the Connecticut
River valley in New Englind and the Willamette
River valley in Oregon, The difference between

.bioregional renewable energy designs and those of

alternative energy schenes in general is that they
are based on naturally native watershed, blomass
andunaterials considerations rather than imported
solur hardware.

Bioregional celebrations of equinox and solstice
days is becoming widespread. These usuilly begin
with sunrise observance and can include crafts or
barter fairs, homegrown foods and music, miure
walks, and bioregional educational or pt:lhic:ll
tulks. : :

Bioregional political groups including Ozarks
Area Community Congress, Kansas Arca Watershed
Council, Reinhabiting New Jersey, and High Plins
Alliance (Wyoming) have formed 1o develop plat-
forms based on restoring and maintaining their life-
places. They place characteristics of the bioregion-
soil, watersheds, native plints and animals, and
adaptive culture — beside political issues such us
community development, energy, waste disposal,
resources  utilization, agricultural  policies, and;
employment. Positions are taken in terms of which |
outcomes are most beneficial for the continued life
of the bioregion. (In 1984 there will be g North
Amcrican  Bioregional  Congress 10 consolidate
common considerations for these groups,)

The reinhabitory bioregional movement is still |
emerging and will eventually generate many more |
place-located groups and influcnce more arcas of |
post-industrial  concern such a8 alternative !
economics, pernuculture, alternative technology,
rencwable energy, ind design of new communities, |
for decentralists in general the concept of al
bioregion answers the question, "'Decentriilze the
where?" Anti-nuclear activits are becoming pro-
bioregionalist. Local food cooperatives and local
natural resources defense groups are finding that
organizing along watershed and bioregional lines

. makes them more cflective.

Bioregionalism is a significant step beyond either
conservationist or environmentalist thinking. It is
directly addressed to the fate of the earth, not as
merely an “ecological” issuc, but as the central
issue that human civilization must address,
(SOURCE: Planet Drum Foundation, P.O. Hox
31251, San Francisco, CA. 94131) :
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(Report from the Homse ‘of Represent
-atives Standing Committee on
Expenditure)

I was the only Nimbin resident
to make a submission up the right
channelg concerning the discrimmin-
atory treatment +that M.0.'s are
getting from Telecom.

the origin of correspondence 217!

If M,0, residents had performed
like a few of the other pressure
groups (CWN Isolated childrens
parents association, Catholig
Women's League, etc.) we might have .
scored a recommendation to throw
_back at Telecom,

The basie of my submission was
the unfairness of treating M.O.s
as one corporate body and thus
demyimg rural cross subsidy, while
‘allowing Strata Title properties
retirement villages, and hobby farm
subdivisions +to all get the cheap
conmectiom, It seems that QANGOs
and local govermments recognise
bodies 1ike Co-operatives when it
sults them, & ignore them when
convenient., For example NRCC will
only connect power to & person
while police refuse to evice
Co-op tenants who have private
rental agreements,

Another bad aspect of Telecom's
M.0, policy is that it smddenly
chamged without warning. If
Telecom had said from the start that
all numbers after the first would
cost $X , we could have built cost
fweffective imtermal systems with our
‘own exchange so as to fully utilise
those numbers, Ingtead Telecom =
dealt privately with individuals
.ag if the corporate body did not exist
‘and then changed the policy when
halfway through the job,

Probably 'some of the commections
were not justifyimg their exixtence,
Certainly, I have heard of one
connmection (hobby farm) which
. must have cost $20,000 for a radio
- 1ink bo the top of Mt Boogarem and
which rarely worked because the
resident pinched too mwech power from

' the solar pamel on the imstallation!
This {s not a trivial isswe as

R

REVIEW OF GANBERRA'S REPOR
ON TLLECOM RUR\QLqCHlQRGEé

The only '@ﬁg

reaction from the standing committee, =
(211 M.P.s) in 187 pages of report
was to list my name a2t the end as

without ﬂhe subsidy the consumer '
feels the full Brunt of Telecom's
costing of field work, Disghonesty,
ineficiency and excessive capital-~
1sation mean that it costs $1000

to run 100 metres of wire accross a
flat clear paddock, so effectively
denying communication to many
comsumers, It is probably even
costing Telecom momey pursuing this
unfair policy. Timg to stoke up
the old C.B, radios!

FRIENDLY ONE STOP SHOPPING

OVEN o
e

SPECIAL. PRICES ON: _
& SIKKENS PRINTS |

* PURE TEQ TREE
OH_ (00 ML ONLY 6 795

)(f‘" ?—ﬂu-) N N C**xﬂ»») ;%f

ARCADIA prov1des refuge for young
people 14-18 years old who are
homeless or hassled. ph:217535. . .\,




'Bunjulung National Parks exclusively, |

P. “.‘“' w“L““a not in State Forests. We use no four .
o wheel drives and write envircnmental

Some folks may have wondered what it's assessment reports so as not to create
-really all about. Some have suggested -'. damage or erosion. We will be offering.
it means bus loads of Japanese tour- some white water and climbing expedi- |

ists, Boy Scout Groups and Elderly Pene.-t tions later in the year, but for the

sioners invading Nimbin. Others spe- moment we are offering interpretation-
culate on how it will stuff up the ‘al walks dealing with specific toplcs.{
rainforests and bring in the multl— You can come out overnight, (4daya/3 #
national interests. A small rumour 'nlghts) all gear and food provided
around town is that it's just another and stay the last night in a motel
hippi scam and will never get off the with a meal at the restaurant for §250:
ground or the other gide of_the coin, all inclusive. Or,~you can join us on |
in that it's a very aggressive attempt a day walk $25 (4tofhvs) including

by outsiders to get in on the tourls;:t} gear and lunch and walk in some areas

dollar., you normally wculdn't get to but more

We are glad to annoumce that it is none imPOTt?ﬂtly have explained. You can® |
of the above. Some years ago, during walk with us*from the mountains to the|

the period when rainforest conservation sea and understand how it all fits to-
was still some strange minor issue to ’ gether. There are some who don't need
@

State Governments, little care was vo-know. /here ‘are some who would
st e never go on a walk with us in their |
" own local area. But there are thou~
sands of Australians and Overseas

taken in the assessment of companies
and their affect on the environment
when offering tourism. Areas such as

g o

the Snowy Mountains _fell fowl to the visitors who need to know and undeew
Packers and the reef to Club Med., etc. stand how our complex forest systems

Tourism, it was said by the small but ‘work or simply need a Wilderness Ex-

evergrowing ban of Rainforest Conserva- an perience.

tionists, was to provi@e the lost reve- e hope to encourage more interest in
nue and jobs once logging ceased. : Rainforest Conservation and to act as
The National Parks & Wildlife Service a service distributing information on

position, having to decide the future those still worried about buses full

found themselves in a very difficult 0 more relevant issues. Our market, for
of recreation in the very sensitive {ﬁ’Of Japanese tourists, is back packers,

areas now in their care. Policies & walkers, conservationists and members
Management plans required intense re— of the scientific community, itinerant
search but still reinforests had to ng (tourists in small numbers and family
provide some sort of recreation to the jiEEanpss We are not interested in the-

¢ great almighty Nimbin tourist dollar,
-we are interested in Environmental
Education, Conservation and getting
by somehow financially.

about recreation and conservation. It
is a small business and will remain so,
but will expand out of the district,

general public. Pindari Walkabout is %

nO'tln. Wa.lks, d?’y and.'o|ni‘te, give ) % We are no-t bwdened do.w.n 'by committee%
the general public a view of our heri- action groups or internal politics as
tage not nornally available and those .80 many groups attempting to do so in

tracks and routes are rotated, assessed.§:%,'the past have been. We are. s ansll
and reported on. Every safety factor - business and have a clear and congise

has to be taken into consideration, our " policy. Nimbin is a growing community.
guides must be highly skilled in both Negative newspaper articles and tele- |
ilnterpretatlon, search and rescue. A 'vision coverage, regardless of the

;85 million Public Liability is the mln coffee table talk, does have an ad-

. operates and one must be licensed by & 'The fact is that Nimbin isn't and
'the Director of the N.P.W.S.. shouldn't be a town whose economy is

Our resource information comes from 22 dependant on Government Welfare. Those

;imum requirement before any company fii verse affect on business in the town,

‘N.P.W.S. and the Environment Centre. who have made an attempt to reverse
Our equipment is outfitted and de- the situation and enter the business

signed specifically for us by Paddy community, whether selling candles,
Pallin, the limit to go out per guide painting, banana smoothies or rain-
is 10 kilo, and we assess their gear @ forest and coastal expeditions, have

‘and fitness before we go out. We will the belief that we have something td
‘be operating in the Border Nightcap & ‘Ei be proud of in Nimbin. We are still

i



AUSSIE BATTLERS NOT
WANTED IN CORAKI

A TALE OF COUNCILS AND WOE

by Gaye Cronin

For John and Rhonda Whitehouse, and their
four children, the dream of building their own
home has become a nightmare of unbelievable
proportions.

From the day they purchased their Coraki prop-
erty, in May 1986, there has been a series of prob-
lems, raised by thé Richmond River Shire Council.
Rhondahas kept a record of all communications with

- the council, verbal and written, and there is now afile
several inches thick.

The main problem appears to be that they want o
build an ‘expanded house’. acentral block consisting
of kitchen, bathroom and laundry facilities, with
bedrooms separate. This concept is not uncommon,
and is acceptable to most council building depart-
ments. In fact, according to Rhonda's records, the
Whitehouses were told by Mr Frost, Richmond
River’s Health and Building Inspector, that it would
meet council requirements, as long as the bedrooms
were no more than 25 metres from the central build-
ing.

Rhonda's records show: September '86 - The
Whitehouses were informed they could have enly
one caravan and one tent. Later that month they were
told their married daughter was not immediate fam-
ily, she had to move off the property.

October '86 - John and Rhonda spoke to Building
Inspector, Mr Tyrrell concerning their house plans
and were told they were a multiple occupancy, there-
fore no house plans would ever be passed by that
council.

February "87 - A friend offered to come and help
build. The Whitehouses went back to council in
March and spoke to Mr. Tyrrell. He told them to draw
up a ground plan and takeit to his office. On the same
day Mr Frost went to the property and recorded
number plates of cars. A few days later John and
Rhonda took the plans in. According to to Rhonda,
Mr Tyrrell refused to look at them!

April '87 - A letter from courncil threatens the
Whitehouses with legal action for not complying
with the terms of the movable dwelling license,
which had beenretained by Mr Tyrrell in August '86
and, at this point, still not returned. One of the
conditions not met was failure to submit a building
application, apparently unsuccessful attempts to do
so don't count. Another was that they had put up a
rough shelter to protect their belongings during the
March flood, when the waterlogged tent was no
longer waterproof. Surely an understandable emer-
gency measure?

There was also the accusation of a large number

R o e L e iy st I wrar s beon b e R R T S e s vt

of a multiple occupancy. The grounds? There were
five cars there. These were the Whitehouses' own
car, one belonging to the friends who were trying to
gel permission to stay and help, one was John and
Rhonda’s sons’ car and the other two weren't even
registered, they were for spare parts.

Rhonda wrote an indignant letter back concern-
ing these unsubstantiated claims and invasion of
privacy. She also pointed out the difficulty of com-
plying with the license, of which she did not even
have a copy.

May 87 - John and Rhonda went to Sydney and
received written confirmation from the Department
of Local Government that ‘An expanded house is a
single dwelling house, ie class 1, and should not be
construed as a multiple occupancy’.

They sent a copy of this letter to council and
resubmitted their plans. The second flood hit.

Less than a week later Mr Tyrrell and Mr Frost
went to the property and took photographs.

Council then received further advice from the
Department of Environment and Planning regarding
the Whitehouse property. The letter states; ‘It does
appear that the proposed structures could together be
considered as one dwelling in that the central unit
comprises the kitchen, bathroom and laundry facili-
ties, and the adjoining units appear to be intended
primarily for sleeping purposes. The distance be-
tween these structures also makes it feasible for them
to function as a dwelling.’

Did this satisfy the council? No way!

In the next few weeks letters arrived, explana-
tions were given and plans submitted with monoto-
nous regulanity.

September '87 - The exhausted and disillusioned
Whitehouses put the matter in the hands of an agent.

The next shock was a letter from the Taxation
Department, inquiring about income from the flats
they were constructing. Apparently the expanded
house was to be classed as everything and anything
but a dwelling.

Since then their development application has
been refused. So has renewal of their movable
dwelling license. The Whitehouses have four ap-
peals coming up.

We were informed that Richmond River Shire
has a policy that only the Shire Clerk can talk to the
media. He claims to either know nothing about it,
with the occasional ‘No comment’ thrown in.

For a country which is justifiably proud of its
pioneers, there doesn’t seem to be much hope or
support for a family of Aussie battlers trying to do for

R amscilirns thass s
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AN ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS
PARADISE
99 Centre St., Casino
* ANTIQUES *USED FURNITURE
* AUSTRALIANA * COLLECTABLES
Proprietors: RAY, RUTH &
MICHAEL McKEE
Phone: (066) 62 1005
After Hours 62 2407

P.O. Box 584
Casino, 2470
\L WE BUY AND SELL y
&8 N
CASINO CLINIC OF NATURAL
THERAPIES

JONATHON M. PALMEN, 8.Ps. Lic. Ont. - Dip. CH. - Dip. R.M

34 BARKER STREET, CASINO
Tel. (066) 62 2513

Specialising in:

» Psychotherapy

« Clinical Hypnotherapy

- Remedial Therapeutic

= Chinese Massage >

I i\ Country
Anptiques

Has Moved to
80 A Centre St.,
South Casino

" The Collectors Choice for
Australiana and Bric- a Brac"

Bruce Smith
Phone: 62 4547

Specializing in
Colonial Cedar & Pine Furniture.
Old Linen, Lace, China
& Collectables.

THE
STORY OF
LEON (TEX)
KINCAID.

by Sandy Botfield

Tex’s story is a long one but by no means
uninteresting. As a young man he travelled the
outback from one shearing shed to another, some-
times spending the night in a hollowed outlog, eating
over campfires, and generally roughing it.

Tex was a truck driver for ten years, a carpet
manufacturer for three years, and a member of the
professional Board of fire fighters in Sydney for ten
years. Heisstillamember of the N.S.W.Fire Brigade
Union.

Tex is now in his early sixties and lives in Casino
with his wife. He has started another career, music.
Tex is the sole composer, owner and manufacturer of
Blue Wren Recording.

Tex has produced many records. His first was
Stan Woods's song “The Old Cottage Home” from
Stan's album “The Long Road To The River”. This
song was nominated for the “Best Composition
Award * at the 81/82 Tamworth Country Music
Festival, but was beated by a small margin.

After this encouraging effort Tex created Blue
Wren Recordings. He used artists not under contract
to sing and record his songs. Tex has won several
awards including three golden awards, two of them at
Nashville Tennessee and one at Grenfell Henry
Lawson Festival.

The Nashville songs were “Do We Care”, and in
the Gospel Section “Back To The Bible”, which was
recorded with Jerri Kelly, Dolly Parton’s back-up
singer.

At the 1984 Henry Lawson Festival Tex received
a statuette and a cheque for $200 for “The Old
Swagman” .

Tex also won The Telecom Advance Australia
Award of Merit.

Tex has released an Album called “Leon (Tex)
Kincaide”. “The Christmas Tree Walize” is one of
the songs on this album.

Appearing on the album as special guest Arlists
are: Craig Thomas, Lindsay Butler, NormanBodkin,
Alan Walsh, Chris Jones and Geoff Clapson.

aliba
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ignored.

The first move in trying to
about this appalling state
formation of a progress associa

on June 30.

Many people at the public meeting that formed
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House passed
by council

1 AM outraged over
your attack on my home,
the Glenbin community
(NS 11/6/88).

My family has lived on
Glenbin for three years
after  moving from
Lismore where we paid
rent which devoured our
income.

To own our home, we
bought into a multiple
occupancy, an arrange-

other

ment that has
positive points.

My parents moved a
house from Lismore and
reassembled it on
Glenbin. 1t was passed by
the council.

How dare you imply
that my home is a slum,
or for that matter, the
homes of my school
friends and their parents,

We are honest
Australians, not your
so-called ‘hippies’.

Our homes were passed
by the council under an
amnesty, something

Are

Biscuits, Preserves.

CATERING COURSE).

‘MENU' presented.

| 7th.12th

Lismore’s
Best Gook?

Now you

can prove it !
ENTER THE LISMORE

FRUIT "N° NUT FESTIVAL
COOKING COMPETITION

GENERAL CATEGORIES:
Appetisers, Main Courses, Desserts, Cakes,

OPEN TO ALL AMATEUR COOKS, INCLUDING
SCHOOL STUDENTS AND TECH. OR COLLEGE
STUDENTS (EVEN IF UNDERTAKING A FOOD OR

RESTAURANT CATEGORY: A special award will
be made to a local restaurant for the best

Official ‘entry forms' and details available from
The Lismore Promotions Corporation, phone
21 8800, 113 Dawson Street, Lismore.

Lismore’s

FRUIT & NUT
FESTIVAL

Aua ‘88 |

You

Entrees and

necessary for local
government to keep
abreast of social realities.

Contemporary Aus-

tralia secs one in five
children living in poverty.
| am one of these and
you advocate the
demolition of my home?

Where is your sense of
social justice?

Your
contained points
lcave me disgusted.

You are in a
responsible position and
your words shape your
readers’ minds, yet you
print inaccuracies in your
Editorial.

We did not go to court
over the approval of
dwellings as our homes
were approved in 1987.

We appealed against
the council’s insistence
that each family pay
$3500 road levy.

Our road is dirt. Why
pay such an unjust fee.

Why attack Ald Mac
Nicolson as ‘the guardian
of the communes'?

e has thrown away
discriminating attitudes
and works for a just
equitable society. fighting
to protect ‘little people’
against powerful .discrim-
inating powermongers.

He is sensible calling
the council's appeal a
waste of ratepayers’
money.

Main roads should be
higher priority than
bulldozing homes of the
poor.

You and some of the
prejudiced bureaucrats
who exercise so much
power in our local area
should listen to an
outraged schoolgirl, aged
15.

Editorial
that

TERRI COLEMAN,
Nimbin.

Need for
skatebowl

THE following is a
letter | sent 1o the Ballina
Shire Council:

For some time, I have
heen concerned at the
danger of skateboards
heine nused in public

good sport and teach
agility.

But the time has come
because of the popularity
of same, that some proper
venue be provided.

It is only a matter of
time before there is an
accident.

There is very little
offering in the way of
recreation for young
people, and the provision
of a skatebowl would be
of great benefit to the
young people and remove
the danger to them by
cars, etcetera, and the
danger by them to people
who are not so young and
agile and cannot sidestep
quickly.

An ‘excellent and safe
area, would be in the
environs of the Mis-
singham Bridge where
there is ample and
suitable room off the
roads. | would be most
grateful, as I am sure
many other people would
be. ‘if this convenience
could be rovided,
however hmnbﬁ it might
be.

Somebody might even
be interested in a
commercial venture along
these lines.

The needs of young
people are not really
catered for in Ballina.

SHEILA DeBOOS,
East Ballina.

Booyong had
biggest cedar

MR Duckering, a
Lismore City Council
health surveyor, was
reported (NS 4/6/88) to
have told the aldermen
that Cedar Park would be
a good name for the park
that we now know as
Victoria Park because the
larpest cedar tree felled
on the Far North Coast
was felled at Goolmangar.

This is not correct, This
distinction goes to a tree
felled at Booyong by a
man named Larry Foley.

This tree, because it
was buttressed, had to be
felled from a springboard
several metres from the
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Should we thank our Master

Lismore City Council just can’t seem tostay
out of trouble with its ratepayers. Rural ralepayers
have been airing their complaints about the rating
system for some time, but now another sector of the
community is embroiled in a battle with Council.

Glenbin, a small community at Stoney Chute,
near Nimbin, has been dragged into a fight against
what its members believe 1o be unfair development
conditions imposed only on Multiple Occupancy
properties.

One of the conditions is that the community pay
aroad levy at arate of $3,500 for each dwelling on the
property. No ordinary farm is ever asked for such a
rdiculous fee and theonly other developments which
incur this kind of charge are those where the council
is expected 1o build theroads within thedevelopment.
M.0O. communities usually build their own internal
roads.

Other M.O. developments have been issued a
similar ultimatum - pay up at a rate of $3,500 per
dwelling or no building approvals. This charge does
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notreplace theratesas payed by other nural properties
but is levied in addition to them.

This means that if we were to consider two
properties, one a farm with two or three teenage
children living at home, the other a small M.O. of
three families with very young children then we
would see an additional $10,500 being charged o the
M.O. This has nothing to do with road use - this
hypothetical situation could in fact see the farm being
the heavier user of a road surface when the family's
vehicles, trucks and other machinery are considered.

Alderman Mac Nicolson has risen once more as
the champion of the M.O in Council. Ispoke tohim
on this very subject about three months ago and he
heatedly defended the Coucil's position on road
levies. The story is differentnow that it has become
a public issue.

Rather than leave themselves in the hands of
politicians in this batde, the Multiple Occupancy
communities should be combining their resources,
especially in the area of legal funding, to help
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s for keeping us in

Glenbin with this battle.

Multiple Occupancy developments are & viable-

alternative for land management and rural living, not
just for "new settlers” but also expanding country
familics. They are a relatively new social
development, let's not have any obstructive
precedents established before we have examined the
possibilities fully.

Any precedents established by this case will
effect Multiple Occupancy for many years to come.
It is a style of development which has been in this
area, officially, for over 15 years and the Mayor of
Lismore, Alderman Harold Fredericks, tells us that

the Dark Ages?

the Council is still in a 'trial and error’ situation.
Council seems to be waiting for the State
Government to dictate some guidelines for handling
M.O.'s. Thereis such a thing as initiative and thelack
of it is one of the reasons why councils are losing
power to state and federal bodies.

To make matters worse, in the Northern Star
editorial of Saturday, June 11, the author agonised
over this issue amid phrases referring to ‘anarchy',
'society falling into chaos’ and ‘slums’. If this attitude
to change and the challenge of existing regulations
prevailed throughout our society, Australia would
still be a penal colony.

Evils of Expo

The May edition of The Northcoaster devoted
nearly two pages to glorifying that grotesque monu-
ment 1o high-tech consumerism, Expo "88.

Any of your readers who might be thinking of
going to Brisbane to see Expo might first like o
consider the following quotes from articles in the
Neighbourhood News, a community newspaper
from the West End area of Brisbane where Expo is
situated.

“Expo's ‘Leisure in the Age of Technology’
presents us with a reality in which leisure is a com-
pensation for the drudge of work. It presents us with
a technology that is inaccessible and alienating o
those without the capital and expertise (o use it, to
develop it. Perhaps with a technology geared 1o
people's needs, rather than profits and power, we
would have one of the material preconditions at this
point in time, to make work meaningful and creative.
The lines between work and leisure would be blurred,
as they disintegrate into meaningful life processes.

“History'and ‘reality’ will never be a living
process in a society dependent on inertia. However,
we can make assaults on the one-dimensionality of
our lives, We can attempt to take partin history. This
can take place through celebration, art, civil disobe-

ment (and the projected change of the Federal one
nextyear) will notunduly affect the on-going neglect
of the rural sections of the State as politicians, forall
their protestations to the contrary, are nol even
slightly interested in true “democracy” or “just and
fair" distribution of resources, or the “morality” of
misappropriating rural funds for city benefits. Why?
Because they are committed 1o “toe-ing the party
line" as laid down by the Party Machine and in
collecting Votes (for them votes aren’t everything
they are the ONLY thing).

Jon M. Axtens,

Lismore.

Trouble with Mum?

Did you know that the mother of the Minister re-
sponsible for axing the New Opportunities for
Women (NOW) courses at TAFE colleges was in-
volved in the introduction of the courses throughout
N.S.W.

Apparently, she has also recently completed a
study of the success of the program, which revealed
the fact that a high percentage of the women who
completed their studies, went on (o satisfying em-
ploymentor further study. Suspicions are that the ill-
informed Minister is at present having his wrists
Aarmed by his well-informed mother.
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TO DOUBLE IN L

The number of
Affordable Home Loans
made available in Lismore
this financial year is
expected to double,
following the addition of
least $200 million to the
1988/9 program. _

The Member for
Lismore, Mr Rixon, said
that the injection of funds
from the NSW Govern-
ment would double the
1987/8 allocation.

He said that the
Government expected the
concessional interest rate
of 13.5 percent to be
maintained to help about
4000 families to buy their
own homes during the
year.

“The special 12.9 per-
cent interest rate offered
to public tenants to buy
rather than rent will be

Scheme is
open to
communes

Many residents on
multiple occupancies are
now eligible for the First
Home Owners’ Assistance
Scheme.

The Community Sery-
Committee of
Lismore City Council
made representations to
the State and Federal
governments on behalf of
residents  living on
multiple occupancies.

The committee has
been advised that many of
those residents are eligible
for assistance.

The committee’s chair-
man, Ald M Nicolson,
said that low-income
earners would be pleased
to hear of the extension to
the scheme as it would
make a great deal of
difference to the type of
construction they would
be able to afford.

He said that under the
legislation covering the
First Home Owners’
Scheme, applicants must
have an approved interest
in the land on which their
home is built, or is to be
built, and also have an
exclusive

maintained,” he said.
“These” loans are
designed for low income
carners and are available
for families earning up to
$26,000 a year, or
$15,000 for single people.
“There is normally at
least a two-year waiting
list for these loans but the
increase in- allocation is
expected to provide
enough loans immediately

AFFORDABLE HOM

to greatly reduce waiting
times."”

Mr Rixon said that
about 40 loans were made
available in Lismore last .
year, so more than 80
were expected to be made

E LOANS
ISMORE:

“The society  will
contact those people who
have already applied,

. offering them loans after
July 31, when the funds

are expected to start being
processed. ;

this year. “As‘ the loans-are

“The funds in Lismore designed for people
are administered by the _eligible for public housing,
Northern Rivers Co-  the savings - for | the
operative Housing Government and taxpayer
Society,” he said. are immense,”

right': -of |
occupancy' to their Hontd.' [

H- O S

008 122 -
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Ruling ‘may not
set precedent’

The Land and Environment Court had not necessarily set a precedent
by disallowing the development of an expanded house near Coraki, the
Department of Planning, Mr David Hume, said

regional manager of the
recenly.

But the court’s decision
has raised a number of
questions for the Lismore
City Council, which has
an expanded house policy,
allowing such dev-
elopment under certain
circumstances,

The decision recently
handed down by the Land
and Environment Court
related to the proposed
construction of an
expanded  house on
Ellangowan Road, outside
Coraki.

Applicant John
Whitehouse ‘lodged an
appeal to the court after
his development applic-
ation was refused by the
Richmond = River Shire
Council.

The Richmond River
Shire chiel health and
building surveyor, Mr
Kelvin Frost, said the
applicant had proposed to
construct five ‘buildings’

joined by covered
walkways.

Mr  Frost - said the
walkways were to be
about 16 to 20 metres.
long.

Mr Hume said the

court’s decision was fine,
because the Richmond
River Shire Council's
planning controls did not
allow the concept.

He said the department
encouraged ° local
governments to accept the
expanded house concept
for .multiple occupancy
and also to adopt the

concept in other
appropriate cire-
umstances,

“We don't insist they
adopt them — it’s a case
for each local
government,” he said.

Mr Frost said the

court’s judgement was a
fairly significant decision.

He said senior assessor
Mr P Jensen accepted his
arguments that the five
buildings joined by
covered walkways was a

residential flat ‘building,

and the configuration of
the units was capable of
having a kitchen included
by the introduction of a
sink and portable stove.

+ “Senior assessor Jensen
stated that the diagram of
the five parts of the
building made it clear
that the parts were too far
dispersed to be considered
as a dwelling house,” Mr
Frost said,

“He said it was quite
clear from the
configuration of the
elements of the building
that they did have the
capacity to be converted
into . discrete, self-
contained units of
accommodation,”

Senior assessor Jensen
said it was a
disaggregation of dwelling
units, connected together
by breezeways to a central
facilities unit,

“On this  basis
undoubtedly what would
result is a residential flat

building,” he said.

“What is proposed by
the applicant cannot be
permissible and thus the
respondent’s position must
be supported.

“I recommend that the
judgement on  the
expanded house be drawn
to the attention of the
local government and
shires associations so that
member councils are
aware of this decision.”

Mr Frost said the
decision would create an
area of conflict for the
Lismore City Council.

The Lismore City
Council Chief Planner,
Mr Peter Reynders, said
the council had an
expanded house policy. It

was formed about a year |

ago and allowed the
development of more than
one ‘building” within a
60 metre diameter.

Mr Reynders said a few
expanded homes had been
approved and some
rejected by the council.

He said that following
the Whitehouse appeal, he
had identified a number
of questions but so far
had no answers.

“This was the [first
court case Lo look at the
question of expanded
houses.

“Basically, this court
decision does not change
the law. Each case is
considered  on its

Dy -/

particular circumstances.™
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The house survival meter. With the elimination of hazards,
even an old wooden house can be made safe

EASY PREDICTION OF BUSHFIRE
SAFETY

A simple device for predicting the probability of house
survival during bushtires has been released by the CSIRO.

A cardboard 'meter’ with rotating dials, it predicts house
survival chances based on six factors. These include slope of
the house site, amount of dry fuel on surrounding land, house
construction materials, and whether the house is attended or
not during the lire.

The meter can be used 1o find oul how survival chances can
be improved and also 1o see which factors are the most
important. Fire intensity, which in turn depends on slope and
the amount of dead leaves and grass on the ground, has the
greatest impact on survival chances. Building materials are
less important.

Bushfire resistant houses are worthwhile, but reducing the
amount of fuel around is the real key to bushfire safety
because it reduces bushfire intensity

Another strong point highlighted by the meter is that residents
have a strong chance of saving their houses if they stay in
them while the fire Iront passes.

The meter is based on the results of research by Melbourne
University into 450 houses alfected by the Ash Wednesday
fire al Mount Macedon, Vicloria, and design work at CSIRO's
National Bushfire Research Unit in Canberra.

It will be particularly useful in planning new housing
subdivisions, and for owners of established houses in fire risk
areas, it will provide a valuable guide on how to upgrade
salely measures.

fﬁe meters, priced at $2.00 each, can be bought from; The
Mational Bushfire Research Unit, Box 4008, Canberra 2600.
Further information from Me Jim Gould (062) 81 B379.



Name

Atkinson, Kevin Michael
Atkinson, Peter
Atkinson, Sonia

Austin, Jesse Megan
Bisset, Ian & M Mullins

Bonanno, Alfredo
Burnett, Craig
Bracegirdle, Karlin
Bradley, Jerry
Christmas, Dave

Collins, Geoffrey Alan
Chriton, Peter
Crawford, Max
Cripps-Clark, Simon
Darvill, Trevor

Dixon, Ian

Fischer, Angelika
Hamilton, Peter
Harper, Serena & Len
Harris, Belinda Fay

van Hest, Jack
Hutchison, John
Jeffreys, Peter
Jennings, Mark

von Kontz, Sandor (Trustee)

Lageman, Arie
Lambert, David George
Lenehan, Brad
MacKenzie, Barbara
McGovern, Terry

McLauchlan, Jennifer
McLaughlin, Karl
Moore, Sally

Munday, Stephen
Nadich, Paola

Ohlsen Sven—-Eric
Paitson, Martha
Pierce, Nigel
Pimm, George
Ponza, Maurice

Stavrou, Kathy (Dylet P/L)
Stavrou, Robert

Stenbow, Peter

Tedder, J & M

Thomas, Alan & Camille

Tim somebody

Thomas, Terance
Walker, David Henry
Weaver, Murray Francis
van der Wyk, Peter

HOLD:
Moxon, Geoff
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SUBTLE changes to our
constantly,

physical assaull,

objects,
For instance,
union-bashing.

of homosexual-bashing.

Ald

The word “bashing’ has come to have a meaning
fur removed [rom its original connotation of

It is now a lubel hung on anyone who expresses
an opinion or takes action Lo which someone

if strikes are criticised, it is

Il your viewpoint happens to be that Tomo-
sexuality is wrong and you say so, you are accused

That is why Lismore City Council aldermen
should not be too worried about being accused by
one of their number of *hippy-bashing'. L

Mue Nicolson, whose main role on the
council has long been guardian of the communes,
used the term 1o describe the council’s decision to

language are occurring

appeal against a Land Environment Court ruling
on a Stoney Chute multiple occupancy,

The court ruled in favour of the multiple occup-
ancy residents who had opposed some development
conditions imposed on them by the council.

The council has appealed against the ruling on
the grounds that the judge erred by appearing to
condone the construction ol dwellings without
building permits.

That certainly is strong enough grounds for an
appeal, and the council has acted wisely in taking
the action.

If council building regulations are ignored; if
people are allowed to build any sort of structure
they want to, society would fall into chags.

It would be a surefire recipe for slums.
The Lismore City Council over the years has
been more than tolerant of breaches of its building

Full marks for council’s appeal

regulations, most of which have occurred in the
communes. ’

The council, after all other avenues have been
exhausted, often has reached such a lével of
lrustration that it has had to act.

Il it did not, its building rules — and all its
other bylaws — would be useless.

In extreme cases it has taken the extreme
measure of issuing demolition orders.

These have never been carried out.. And this

newspaper has been critical of that.
We have pointed out in the past that il people

ignore the rules, they must pay the penalty.

Rather than ‘hippy-bashing’, the Lismore City
Council could be accused of being too patient and
inactive,

Claims that the court appeal is waste of
ratepayers’ funds do not stand up in view of the
importance of the principle involved.

A society without rules would be anarchy.

————

By GARY BUCHANAN

The Kyogle Shire Council has
joined the Glenbin debate, strongly
supporting the Lismore City
Council in its decision to appeal
against Justice Cripps' rulings in
the case.

The Kyogle shire clerk, Mr P
Thew, in a letter to the Lismore
council, said his council was
especially alarmed at the court's
decision to reduce the road
contributions from $3500 to S350,

“This decision will be used by
other multiple-occupancies in
Lismore City and elsewhere as a
precedent Tor further appealss,
which could lead to the demise of
the road contribution polices that
are common to most loeal
government areas on the North
Coast,” he said.

Mr Thew said it appeared that
Lismore did not have lepal
representation at the Land and
Environment Court hearing.

“It would be a pity if this

occupancies
significantly to traflic growth in
rural areas, where most roads were
hard-pressed coping with traffic
volumes.,

grccedenl were allowed to stand

ecause of a lack of legal

representation to adequately put
the case for road levies," he said.

Mr Thew said that multiple-
contributed

“The imposition of road

improvement contributions is the
only practical means of ensuring
that multiple-occupancies pay s

fair share of road improvement
costs,” he said.

“The decision of Justice Cripps
undermines the whole road
contribution system, and throws the
burden of road imPrm-emtnts on
existing ratepayers.’

Commenting of Mr Thew's letter
at this week's Lismore council
meeting, Ald M Nicolson said
Kyogle should be told that the
appeal had nothing to do with
Justice Cripps’ ruling on road
levies.

By RORY MEDCALF and GARY BUCHANAN

The Lismore City Council was guill}y af hypoerisy
and ‘hippy-bashing' in proceeding wit
against & Land and Environment Court rulin

h an appeal
on a

Stoney Chute multiple occupancy, Ald Mac Nicalson

said yesterday.

Aldermen this week
rejected overwhelmingly a
motion moved by Ald
Nicolson and seconded by
Ald P Consalvae which
sought to rescind the

B T —
By GARY RUCHANAN
i L

Micolson's
reparding  his
hippy-bashing,” he saul

comments  serfously Ald

allegations  of

Fredericks said all {he
council had done at s slage was

Allegations that the Lismore City
Council was guilty of ‘hypocrisy
anid hippy-bashing' were stren-
uously denicd yesterday hy the
Mayor of Lismore, Ald 11 Freder-
icks. "

He was responding 1o claims
made by Ald M Nicolson in an
angry oulburst against e decision
to procecd with an oppeal against a
Land and Environment Court
ruling in the Glenbin multiple-
occupancy case,

Ald Nicolson described the
appeal as o ‘Tacesaving esercive’
which would waste ratepayers'
money on legal fees and make hie
difficult for Glenbin residents,

He snid it was “sheer hrpm:my'
for the council 1o appenl on the
prounds being given, and that the
matter had “degencrated into
emotive and unlair hippy-bashing',

According to All Fredericks, it
was ALl Nicolson whe was being
log emotive on the issue

"l don't even regard

Ald

Al Fredericks said the appeal
was lodged on the basis of
preliminary lepal advice fram the
council's solicitors  thal the
presiding judge in the Glenbin case
may have crred in his judpment

“The issue here is that our legal
advisers consider there wias an
incorrect statement made by the
judge in part of his judgment,” he
saiil

“That  statement, if  left
unchallenged, could have eamif-
ications an  future  decisions
invalving multiple-occupancies, nit
only for this council but many
others  where this form  of
development s occurring,”

The nppeal lias been lodged on
grounds that the Chiel Justice of
the Land and Environment Court,
Mr Justice Cripps, appearcd in his
judgment to condone people
construgting  dwellings without
building appraval

to reler the Gilenbin bBriel 1o senior
legal counsel fur Turther advice.

“It is possible we might not even
take the matter 1o the Court of
Appeal,” he said

"That will depend on the advice
we reccive [rom senior counsel,
who may well advise the council
against  proceeding with  the
appeal.”

Ald Fredericks said that for
many years the council had been
placed in 2 difficult “trial and
error’ situation where multiple-
pecupancies were concerped

He said the Tormer Labaor
Government had approved ihe
development  of  multiple-
occupancics in selected areas ul‘ the
State without formulating a policy
to help local councils implement
the decision,

Ald Fredericks said it was a
great pity the former Government
had not set up a model from which
local povernment could wark
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decision 1o lake the
matier to the NSW Court
of Appeals.

The Chiel Justice of the
Land and Environment
Court, Mr Justice Cripps,
last month ruled in favour
of Glenbin Pty in appeals
against some development
conditions imposed by the
council on its multiple-
occupancy.

In handing down his
decision, Justice Cripps
ordered the council to
reduce the community's
road levy from $3500 to
$350 for each unit,

He also ruled that the
community could have a
second access using a
right of way through a
neighbouring property.

The council  has
appealed on grounds that
Justice Cripps had erred
in that his judgment
appeared 1o condone the
construction of dwellings
without building permits,

Last  month The
Northern Star reporied
that Glenbin residents
would be forced to live in
makeshift accommedation
for two more years, and
could be bankrupted if the
appeal wentahead.

Residents of the tiny
community have accused
the counctl of victimising
them for the past two
years, and are angry at
being kept out of a session
of the council on Tuesday
night,

Ald Nicolson said the
council had voted for a
closed session on  the
recission molion as there

subjudice il Glenbin
residents  had  been

may have been o risk of

ALD. BLASTS GOUNGIL
IPPY-BASHING

present. >

Ald NMicolson and Ald
Gallen described the
appeal as a ‘lace-saving
exercise’ by the council,
which mercly would waste
ralepayers” money on
legal fees and make life
hard for the Glenbin
residents.

“The matter has
degencrated into emotive
and unfair hippy-
bashing,” Ald Nicolson
said yesterday,

“The council has
received three letters
urging it to continue with
the appeal. All these
letters have shown a
misunderstanding of what
the appeal was about.”

The dr:pul‘\{I chiel
planner, Mr R Heap, has
said that the appeal had
been lodged on the

rounds that the judge
ad appeared to condone
people  conslructing
dwellings without building
permits.

“1t is sheer hypoerisy
for the council to object
on these grounds,” Ald
Nicolson said.

“l have known the
council to approve
building applications that
have come in after
construction work has

gun.

“And | could cite at
least one incident of the
couneil approving building
application afler con-
struction work had taken
place  which hadn"t
satisfied the conditions
that the council had laid
down.

“The chiefl planner, Mr
Reynders (who repre-
sented the council in the
case) has implied that
council lost the case
because Glenbin  had
superior representation,

“In fact, neither side
was represented by legal
counsel.

“It was the council's
poor preparation, and the
absurd inconsistencies in
that preparation, that lost
it the case,

“For example, the
original engineer's report
quoted the cost  of
improving Stangers Road
(the road on which the
multiple occupancy is
situated) was $2800. But
a later report quoted the
figure a1 $200,000."

Ald Nicolson-saidl ‘he
supported the council on
most matters, but that he
drew the line dm the
Glenbin case,

“The council has been
adversely inflluenced by
misinformed  pressure
from sections of the
community which are
prejudiced against
multiple-oceupancy devel-
opments,” he said.

A Glenbin resident, Mr
Peter Marshall, yesterday
said that representatives
from the multiple
occupancy had tried to
reasan with the council at
the meeting on Tuesday

night.
He said that Glenbin
residents  planned 1o

circulate a petition and
present it to the council,
In a verbal submission
to the ¢ouncil on Tuesday
night, another Glenbin
spokesman, Mr Wayne
Potocky, urged the council
to reconsider its decision.
He said the appeal
would cost tens of
thousands of dollars and

sour relutions between
cxisting and Jfuture
communities.
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SUBTLE changes to our language arc occurring
constantly.

The word *bashing’ has come to have a meaning
far removed from its original connotation of
physical assaull.

It is now a label hung on anyone who expresses
an opinion or tukes action to which someone
objects.

For instunce, il strikes are criticised, it is
union-bashing. .

Il your viewpoint happens to be that homo-
sexuality is wrong and you say so, you are accused
ol homosexual-bashing.

That is why Lismore City Council aldermen
should not be too worried about being accused by
one of their number of *hippy-bashing’. '

Ald Mac Nicolson, whose main role on the
council has long been guardian of the communes,
used the term to describe the council’s decision to

appeal against a Land Environment Court ruling

. regulations, most of which have occurred in the
on a Stoney Chute multiple occupancy.

communes, ;

The council, after all other avenues have been
cxhausted, often has reached such a level of
frustration that it has had to act.

If it did not, its building rules — and all its
other bylaws — would be useless.

In extreme cases it has taken the extreme
measure of issuing demolition orders.

These have never been carried out.. And this
newspaper has been critical of that.

We have pointed out in the past that if people
ignore the rules, they must pay the penalty.

Rather than ‘hippy-bashing’, the Lismore City
Council could be accused of being too patient and
Inactive.

Claims that the court appeal is waste of
ratepayers’ funds do not stand up in view of the
importance of the principle involved.

A society without rules would be anarchy.

IPPY-BASHING

By GARY BUCHANAN

The court ruled in favour of the multiple occup-
ancy residents who had opposed some development
conditions imposed on them by the council.

The council has appealed against the ruling on
the grounds that the judge erred by appearing to
condone the construction of dwellings without
building permits.

That certainly is strong enough grounds for an
appeal, and the council has acted wisely in taking
the action.

If council building regulations are ignored; if
people ‘are allowed to build any sort of structure
they want to, sociely would fall into chaos.

It would be a surefire recipe for slums.
The . Lismore City Council over the years has
been more than tolerant of breaches of its building

“This decision will be used by By RORY MEDCALF and GARY BUCHANAN

- TTIC-—-T . other m(lilliple-occupancies in
e Kyogle Shire Council has  Lismore City and elsewhere as a f ity Counci
joined the Glenbin debate, strongly precedent for. further  appenloe The Lismore City Council was guilty of hypocrisy

supporting the Lismore City which could lead to the demise of and “hippy-bashing' in proceeding with an appeal .

Council in its decision to appeal
against Justice Cripps’ rulings in

the case.

The Kyogle shire clerk, Mr P
Thew, in a letter to the Lismore
council, said his council was
especially alarmed at the court's

decision to reduce the

contributions from $3500 to $350.

are common
Coast,” he said,
Lismore did not

road

the road contribution polices that
to  most
government areas on the North

Mr Thew said it appeared that
have
representation at the Land and
Environment Court hearing.

“It would be a pity il this

local said yesterday.

Aldermen

legal

sought to

recedent were allowed to stand
lack of lepal
representation to adequately put
the case for road levies," he said,

Mr Thew said that multiple-
contributed
significantly to traffic growth in
rural areas, where most roads were
hard-pressed coping with traffic

ecause of a

occupancies

yolumes.

“The imposition of

road
improvement contributions is the
only practical means of ensuring
that multiple-occupancies pay a

costs," he said,

undermines

existing ratepayers,”

at this week

levies.

fair share of road improvement

“The decision of Justice Cripps
the whole
contribution system, and throws the
burden of road im?reremmls an

Cnn:men!ins of Mr Thew's letter

s Lismore council
meeting, Ald M Nicolson said
Kyogle should be told that the
appeal had nothing to do with
Justice Cripps’ ruling on road

this
rejected overwhelmingly a
motion moved by Ald
Nicolson and seconded by
Ald P Consalve which
rescind

road

Ity GARY BUCHANAN
—_—

Allegations that the Lismore City
Council was puilty of ‘hypocrisy
and hippy-bashing' were stren-
uously denicd yesterday by the
Muayor of Lismore, Ald 11 Freder-
ieks, :

He was responding 1o claims
made by Ald M Nicolson in an
angry cutburst against the decision
to proceed with an appeal against o
Land and Environment Court
ruling in the Glenbin multiple-
OCCUpInCy ease,

Ald - Nicolson deseribed the
appeal as o Clace-saving excreise’
which would waste ratepayers'
money on legal fees and moke life
dilficult for Glenhin residents

He said it was 'sheer hypocrisy’
for the council 1a :||1|'|r:|i' an the
grounds being given, and that the
matier had ‘depencrated inte
emolive and unfair hippy-bashing’,

According to Ald Fredericks, it
was Ald Nicolson who was being
too emotive on e issue

“I don’t even regard

Ald

Nicolson's comments  serfously
regarding  his  allegations of
hippy-bashing,” he said

Ald Fredericks said the appeal
was lodged on the basis of
preliminary lepal advice fram the
council's solicitors  that the
presiding jutge in the Glenbin case
may have erred in his judgment

“The bssue here is that our legsl
advisers consider there was an
incorseet statement made by the
Judge in part of his judgment,” he
said

That  statement, il lel
wnchallenped, could have ramif-
feations on  Tuture decisians
involving multiple-nccupancics, not
only for this council but many
others where this form  of
development is oceurring,”

The appeal has been lodged on
prounds that the Chiel Justice of
the Land and Environment Court,
Mr Justice Cripps, appearcd in his
judgment te condone prople
constructing Jwellings  without
building approval.

Ald  Fredericks said all the
council had done at this stape was
to refer the Glenbin brief to senior
legal counsel for further advice

"I is possible we might not even
take the matter to the Court of
Appeal,” he said

“That will depend on the advice
we receive from senior counsel,
wha may well advise the council
against procecding with  the
appenl”

Al Fredericks said that for
many years the council had been
placed in a difficult “trial and
error’ situation where multiple-
peeupancies were concerned

e snid the former Labor
Ciovernment had approved 1he
development  of  multiple-
oecupancies in seleeted arcas of the
State without formulating a policy
te help lucal councils implement
the decision.

Ald Fredericks said it was a
great pity the former Government
had not set up a model from which
local povernment could work.
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against o Land and Environment Court ruling on a
Stoney Chute multiple occupancy, Ald Mac Nicolson

decision to take the
matter o the NSW Court
of Appeals.

The Chief Justice of the
Land and Environment
Court, Mr Justice Cripps,
last month ruled in favour
of Glenbin Pty in appeals
against some development
conditions imposed by the
council on its multiple-
occupancy.

In handing down his
decision, Justice Cripps
ordered the council to
reduce the community's
road levy from $3500 to
$350 for cach unit.

He also ruled that the
community could have a
second access using a
right of way through a
neighbouring property.

'ic r:ounc!)]c has
appealed on grounds that
Justice Cripps had erred
in that his judgment
appeared 1o condone the
construction of dwellings
without building permits.

Last  month  The
Northern Star reported
that Glenbin residents
would be forced to live in
makeshilt accommodation
for \wo more years, and
could be bankrupted if the
appeal wentmhead.

esidents of the tiny
community have accused
the council of viclimising
them for the past two
years, and are angry al
being kept out of a session
of the council on Tuesday
night.

Ald Nicolson said the
council had voted for a
closed session on the
recission motion as there

may have been a risk of

il Glenbin
had  been

subjudice
residents

present, -
Ald Nicolson and Ald
Gallen described the

appeal as a ‘face-saving
exercise’ by the council,
which merely would waste
ralepayers' maoney on
legal fees and make life
hard lor the Glenbin
residents,

“The matter has
degenerated into emotive
and unfair hippy-
bashing,” Ald WNicolson
said yesterday.

"The council has
received three letters
urging il 1o continue with
the appeal. All these
letters have shown a
n;isundersllandingbul' what
the a was about,

Th]:mdcpul chiefl
planner, Mr R il:ap. has
said that the appeal had
been lodged on the
rounds that the judge
Emd appeared o condone
people  constructing
dwellings without building
permils,

“I1 is sheer hypocrisy
for the council 1o object
on these grounds,” Ald
Nicolson said.

“l have known the
council to approve
building applications that
have come in after
construction work has

gun,

“And 1 could cite at
least one incident of the
council approving building
application after con-
struction work had taken
place which hadn’t
satisfied the conditions
that the council had laid
down,

“The chief planner, Mr
Reynders (who repre-
sented the council in the
case) has implied that
council lost the case
because Glenbin  had
superior representation.

“In fact, neither side
was represented by legal
counsel,

“It was the council's
poor preparation, and the
absurd inconsistencies in
that preparation, that lost
it the case.

“For example, the
original engineer's report
quoted the cost of
improving Stangers Road
(the road on which the
multiple nc:ugancy is
situated) was 52800, But
a later report quoted the
figure at $200,000."

Ald Nicolson-sart ‘he
supported the council on
most matters, buy *hat he
drew the line dn the
Glenbin case.

“The council has been
adversely influenced by
misinformed pressure
from sections of the
community which are
prejudiced agalnst
multiple-occupancy devel-
opments,™ he said,

A Glenbin resident, Mr
Peter Marshall, yesterday
said that representatives
from the muliiple
occupancy had tried to
reason with the council at
the meeting on Tuesday
night. ]

He said that Glenbin
residents planned to-
circulate a petition and
present it 1o the council.

In a verbal submission
to the council on Tuesday
night, another Glenbin
spokesman, Mr Wayne.
Patocky, urged the council
to reconsider its decision.

He said the dppeal
would cost tens of
thousands of dollars” and
sour relations belween
existing and future
communities.
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Gouncil to appeal over
court commune ruling

By Council Roundsman GARY BUCHANAN

The Lismore City
Council is appealing to the
NSW Court of Appeals
against the decision
handed down by the Land
and Emvironment Court in
the Glenbin multiple-
occupancy case.

In & judgment eurlicr
this month, Justice 1§
Cripps found in favour of
Glenbin Pty Lid in
appeals against some of
the council conditions
imposed on the multiple-
occupancy development at
Stoney Chute,

His lindings lollowed a
four-duy court hearing in
March at which the
council wus represented
by 1ts chiel planncr, Mr P
Reynders, and Glenbin by
two members of the Rural
Resettlement Task Force.

Although the develop-
menl was approved by the
council in 1986, Glenbin
challenged some of the
conditions of consent
before the Chiel Judge of

the Lund and Environ-
ment  Court, Justice
Cripps.

Two major points of

MR PETER MARSHALL

Ty

contention were Lhe road
contribution levy being
sought by the council and
the question of road
access Lo the property.

In his judgment Justice
Cripps upheld appeals in
respect of these two
matters, and ordered the
council to reduce the road
levy from a total of $3500
for cach dwelling unit to
$350

He also ruled that the
community could have a
second access using a
right of way through a
neighbouring property,
after the council imposed
a condition restricting
access to a single public
road frontage.

Glenbin apparently did
not proceed with an
appeal against a condition
that dams on the property
comply with guidelines
laid down by the NSW
Soil Conservation Service.

The council resolved
this week to appeal
against Justice Cripps’
decision after considering
a report from the deputy

s
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on the verandah of his Cler
victimised the Glenbin community for two years.

‘Inhumane’ move, residents say

chiel Mr R
Heap.
Mr

planner,

Heap said that,
based on preliminary
advice from its legal
advisers, it appeared the
council had no grounds to
appeal against  the
decision to reduce the
road levy to $350

But there did appear to
be grounds for an appeal
in that Justice Cripps had
appeared 1o condone
people  construcling
dwellings without building
permilts,

Mr Heap said the judge
had used the words *in the
circumstances of the case’
when considering that
there had been dwellings
erected on the property

without consent which
should be allowed to
remain.

“Acceptance of this
method of de facto
approval could cause

problems in future appeals
and should be rectified.”
he said.

“Our

legal advice is

in house.

could be wrecked by this

that an appeal on this
issue is desirable and
should have a high degree
of success.”

The council’s chiefl
planner, Mr P Reynders,
said yesterday that an
unusual aspect ol the
Glenbin court case was
that neither party was
represented by legal
counsel.

He said that Justice
Cripps had expressed
surprise at this lack of
qualified legal represent-
ation at the March
hearings.

Mr Reynders said that,
out of fairness, the council
had a policy of not
employing legal counsel
where the other party did
not have any,

“In this particular case,
we withdrew our legal
representatives  when
Glenbin also removed
their solicitors at the last
moment,” he said,

It was only after the
hearing started that the
council realised Glenbin

.\l |
Sl

He says the Lismore City Council has

was not representing
itsell, but had enpaped
lwo agenls who were
senior members of Lhe
Rural Resettlement Task
Force.

Mr Reynders said that
legal counsel would be
engaged to represent the
council before the Courl
ol Appeals,

He said legal cost
would be mel from mone)
allocated for the origina
court case, but which hac
not been used,

“Whether that will by
enough to cover the cost:
of the appeal remains L
be seen.” [:c said.

“Depending on  hov
long the case runs, the
costs might have to be
met  from the 19ES

budget.”

residents’ failure to accept
reality,” he said.

He said the council had
been advised to lodge an
appeal on Tuesday night,
one day before the
deadline.

“We were given no time
to explore the matler in
depth,” he said.

“Many aldermen didn't

court appeal,” she said

“It's ours.”

Ald Nicolson said he
had spent years trying 1o
reconcile the council and
multiple-occupancy
residents

“I'm frustrated by the
council's bloody-minded-
d by the

“Now she's living with
relatives back in
Brisbane.”

Mrs Marshall said the
council did not care about
the human cost of its
continual blocking of
multiple-occupancy
developments.

whaty ot dhaier Kuae thas




The State Land and
Environment Court has
ordered the Lismore City
Council to drastically cut
the road levies of a multiple
occupancy, in what has
been hailed ‘a landmark
decision’.

The judgment by Justice

mark decis

JS Cripps, the court’s
chief judge, -follows a
four-day hearing in March,
which came after an
appeal made in late 1986
by Glenbin Pty Ltd, the
developer of the Glenbin
multiple occupancy site at
Stony Chute.

“It's. a landmark, a
precedent,” Glenbin's
advocate and the secretary
of the Rural Resettlement
Task Force, Mr David
Lambert, said.

“The court’s
means that
occupants

decision
Glenbin’s
will  pay

one-tenth of the road levy
which the council
originally wanted from
them.

“I hope all councils in
the area now will use the
court’'s findings to
formulate a more
reasonable approach to
road levies on new multiple
occupancy communities.”

In his judgment, which
was released to the parties
this week, Justice Cripps
said the council had
claimed two contributions
totalling $3500 from each
dwelling unit.

He said this exceeded a
limit of $1950 set by the
Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act.

“The two contributions

therefore cannot be
imposed,” he said.

Justice Cripps reduced
the road levies to $350 for
each dwelling unit.

“Furthermore, I do not
think the contribution need
be paid before the release
of the building approval
for each dwelling,” he said.

The council had wanted
the levies to be paid before
the first building approval
was released.

The appeal was heard on
the North Coast and in

on’ bhack

commun

Mr Lambert said the
significance of the case was
reflected by the fact that it
was heard by the Chief
Judge of the Land and
Environment Court.

The Lismore town clerk,
Mr B Stevens, said the
council could not dispute
the court’s decision,

“But I advise the council
not to accept the case as a
precedent because we did
not have . proper legal

representation,” he said.

“Out of fairness, the
council did not employ a
solicitor or barrister
because Glenbin had not
done so, but it turned out
that their advocate still
had considerable legal
experience.”

The Lismore City
Council was represented by
its chief planner, Mr P
Reynders.

The judge said the-case

had become complicated
had

when Mr Reynders
called himself to
evidence as an

views as
witness did not
ie with the
ions of the council.
But Justice C
that Mr Reynde
‘acquitted himse

‘8861 '9 AVIN 'AVAIHY 'HVLS NHIHLHON 3HL




LISMORE, SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1988

COMMUNITY SAYS

The tiny Glenbin
community could be
bankrupted and several
families left homeless by a
Lismore City Council
decision to appeal against
a Land and Environment
Court ruling, according to
Mr David Lambert, of the
Rural Resettlement Task
Force.

At best, it would force
some lamilies 1o live in
sub-standard accommo-
dation for up to three
years belore they knew if
they would be allowed to
build their homes, he said.

Residents ol the
Glenbin multiple
occupancy al  Stoney

Chute, have accused the
Lismore City Council of
inhumane treatment,
Earlier this month,
Justice J S Cripps, the
Chiel Judge of the State
Land and Environment
Court, ordered the
Lismore City Council to
reduce road levies on cach
dwelling unit of the
Stoney Chute multiple
occupancy [rom $3500 to
$350,
His

judgment was
hailed as a landmark
decision.

On Tuesday night the
council decided to appeal

against the court’s ruling. |

“Some people will have
to go on living in sheds
because the council's
appeal will suspend the
court’s ruling that they
could build their homes,”
Mr Lambert said.

Mr  Lambert  rep-
resented Glenbin in the
court hearing in March.

A Glenbin resident, Mr
Peter Marshall, yesterday
said  the council had
victimised his community
for two years,

“We're led up,” he said.

“We finally beat the

By RORY MEDCALF

council in court, but they
(the council) can’t accept
losing.

“So the council plans to
use a massive sum ol
ralepayers’ money Lo
cmploy a barrister in its
appeal.”

Ald Mac Nicolson said
the council’s legal costs in
the appeal probably would
be between $60,000 and
$80,000,

*Il the council loses the
appeal, the expenses could
blow its budget,” he said.

3 %
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Mr Lambert said the
appeal probably would not
be hearc for up to three
years.

“I'm worried by the
council’s decision o
employ a barrister. We
can't match that' without
legal aid.” he said.

“"And in a Supreme
Court appeal, the loser
pays the winner's legal
expenses.

"Il the people of
Glenbin lost, this would
bankrupt them.”

Mr Marshall said the

council had a disgraceful

MISS AMANDA CUNNINGHAM stands under the frame of
garden shed behind her contains her bed. Glenbin re

Doty Ster

record ol treating
multiple-occupancy
applicants as second-class
citizens.

“They're (the council)
determined 1o block
multiple-occupancy
developments,” he said,

His wife, Vicki, said
that the council's actions
had caused cmotional
trauma to many Glenbin
residents.

She said that many of
them had experienced two
years ol anxiety, nol
knowing whether they
would be allowed to build

their homes.

“"We're sick of it. And
now it will continue for
maybe three more years,”
she said,

“"The people here
simply want to build their
homes and live their lives
in peace. Is that too much
1o ask?"

She said her family had
come to the North Coast
seeking the quiet life, but
council hostility had made
their dream a nightmare..

"My teenage daughter
couldn’t take it,” she said.

@ Continued next page
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a section of her living quarters at Glenbin, The
sidents fear that some of them cannol continue building
projects until the Lismore City Council appeal is heard in a hioher cotr




LISMORE, SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1988

The tiny Glenbin
community could be
bankrupted and several
families lelt homeless by a
Lismore City Council
decision to appeal againsi
a Land and Environment
Court ruling, according to
Mr David Lambert, of the
Rural Resettlement Task
Force. '

AL best, it would force
some familics to live in
sub-standard accommo-
dation for up to three
years before they knew if
they would be allowed 1o
build their homes, he said,

Residents  of  1he
Glenbin multiple
occupancy ul  Stoney

Chute, have accused "the
Lismore City Council ol
inhumine treatment.

Earlier this month,
Justice J S Cripps, the
Chiel Judge of the Slate
Land and Environment
Court, ordered the
Lismore City Council to
reduce road levies on cich
dwelling ‘unit ol the
Stoncy Chute multiple
occupancy from $3500 1o
$350.

His judgment was
hailed as a landmark
decision, :

On Tuesday night the
council decided to appeul

against the court’s:ruling.

“Sume people will have
to go on living in sheds
because the council's
appeal will suspend the
court’s ruling that they
could build their homes,™
Mr Lambert said.

Mr  Lambert  rep-
resented Glenbin in the
court hearing in March,

A Glenbin resident, Mr
Peter Marshall, yesterday
said  the council had
victimised his community
for two yeurs,

“We're fed up,” he said,

“"We finully beat the

By RORY MEDCALF

council in court, but they
(the council) cunt accept
losing.

“So the council plans to
usc a massive sum of
ralepayers’ monecy o
employ a barrister in its
appeal.”

Ald Mac Nicolson said
the council’s legal costs in
the appeal probably would
bz between $60,000 and
$30,000.

“Il the council loses the
appeal, the expenses could
blow its budget,” he said.
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CUNNINGHANM stand
garden shed behind her contains her bed.
projects until the Lismo

Mr Lambert said the
apaeal probably would not
be heard for up to three
years,

“I'm worried by the
council’s decision 1o
employ a barrister. We
car’l match that' without
legal aid,” he said.

"And in a Supreme
Court appeal, the loser

pays the winner's legal
expenses.

“IT the people of
Glenbin lost, this would
bankrupt them.”

Mr Marshall said the

council had a disgraceful

record  of  treating
multiple-occusancy
applicants as second-class
cilizens.

“They're (the council)
determined 1o block
multiple-occupancy
developments,” he said.

His wife, Vicki, said
that the council's actions
had  caused emotional
trauma to many Glenbin
residents.

She said that many of
them had experienczd 1wo
years of anxicty, not
knowing whether they
would be allowed to build

#,

Glenbin residents fear that some of them cannot
re City Council appeal is heard in a higher court,

their homes.

“We're sick of it. And
now it will continue for
muybe three more years,”
she said.

“The pecple here
simply want to build their
homes und live their lives
in peace. Is that too much
o ask?”

She said her family had
come to the North Coast
seeking the quiet life, but
council hostility had made
their dream a nightmare..

"My teenage daughter
couldn’t tuke it,” she suid.

® Continued next page
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s under the frame of a section of her living quarters at Glenbin, The

continue building




uncil to appeal over

court commune ruling

By Council Roundsman GARY BUCHANAN

The Lismore City
Council is appealing to the
NSW Court of Appeals
against the decision
handed down by the Land
and Environment Court in
the Glenbin  multiple-
occupancy cese,

In u judgment earlier
this month, Justice J S
Cripps founc in fuvour of
Glenbin Py Litd in
appeals against some of
the counci conditions
imposed on the multiple-
occupancy development at
Stoney Chute.

His lindings lollowed a
four-day court hearing in
March at which the
council was represented
by its chiel planner, Mr P
Reynders, and Glenbin by
two members of the Rural
Resettlemen. Task Foree.

Although the develop-
ment was approved by lrlc
council in 1986, Glenbin
challenged some of the
conditions of consent
before the Chiel Judge of
the Land and Environ-
ment  Court, Justice
Cripps.

Two ma or points of

T e
o LIERE .y Qg

MR PETER MARSHALL on the verandah of his
victimised the Glenbin community for two years,

‘Inhumane’ move, residents say

contention were the road
contribution levy being
sought by the council and
the question of road
access o the property.

In his judgment Justice
Cripps upheld -appeals in
respect of these two
matters, and ordered the
council to reduce the road
levy from a total of $3500
for cach dwelling -unit to
$350.

He also ruled that the
community could have a
sccond access using a
right of way through a
neighbouring rrnpcrty.
alter the council imposed
a condition restricting
access to a single public
road frontage.

Glenbin a[:ipmcnlly did
not proceed with an
appeal against a condition
that dams on the property
comply with guidelines
laid down by the NSW
Soil Conservation Service.

The council resolved
this week to appeal
against Justice Cripps’
decision after considering
a report from the deputy

i
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“Now she's living with
relatives  back in
Brisbane."

Mrs Marshall said the
council did not care about
the human cost of ils
continual blocking of
multiple-occupancy
developments.

“It’s not their lives that

SR

chiel planner, Mr R
Heip.

Mr Heap said that,
bused on preliminary
advice from its lepal
advisers, it appeared the
council had no grounds to
appeal  apgainst  the
decision lo reduce the
road levy to $350.

But there did appear to
be grounds for an appeal
in that Justice Cripps had
appeared to condone
people  constructing
dwellings without building
permits.,

Mr [-[caﬁ said the judge
had used the words "in the
circumstances of the case’
when considering that

there had been dwellings
erected on the property
without consent which
should be allowed to
remain.

“Acceplance this
method of de [factlo
approval could cause
problems in [uture appeals
and should be rectified,”
he said.

“Qur legal advice is

of

‘sa)'s-ﬁ 1

could be wrecked by this
court appeal,” she said.

“It’s ours.”

Ald Nicolson said he
had spent years trying to
reconcile the council and
multiple-occupancy
residents.

“I'm frustrated by the
council’s bloody-minded-
ness, and by the
multiple-occupancy

that an appeal on this
issuc is desirable and
should have a high degree
of success.”

The council's chiel
planner, Mr P Reynders,
said yesterday that an
unusual aspect of the
Glenbin court case was
that neither party was
represented by legal
counsel.

He said that Juslice
Cripps had expressed
surprise at this lack of
qualified legal represent-
ation at the March
hearings.

Mr Reynders said that,
out of fairness, the council
had a pelicy of not
employing legal counsel
where the other party did
not have any.

*In this particular case,
we withdrew our legal
representatives  when
Glenbin also removed
their solicitors at the last
moment,” he said.

It was only after the
hearing started that the
council realised Glenbin

was nol representing
itsell, but had engaged
two agents who were
senior members of the
Rural Resettlement Task
Force.

Mr Reynders said that
legal counsel would be
engaged to represent (he
council before the Court
of Appeals.

He said legal costs
would be met from money
allocated for the original
court case, but which had
nol been used.

“Whether that ‘will be
enough to cover the cosls
ol the appeal remains to
be seen,” he said.

"Dcﬁcnding on how
long the case runs, the
costs might have to be
met  from the 1989
budget.”

residents” failure to accept -

reality,” he said.

He said the council had
been advised to lodpe an
appeal on Tuesday night,
one day before the
deadline.

“We were given no time
to explore the malter in
depth,” he said.

“Many aldermen didn’t
appreciate that.”
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SUBTLE chunges to our
constantly.

physical assault,

objeels,

union-bashing.

of homosexual-bashing,

The word *bashing’ has come 1o have & meaning -
far removed [rom its original connotation of

It is now a lubel hung on anyone who expresses
an opinion or takes action to which someone

For instince, il strikes are criticised, it is

Il your viewpoint happens to be that homo-
sexuality is wrong and you say so, you are accused

That is why Lismore City Council aldermen
should not be too worricd about being accused by.
one of their number of *hippy-bashing’, = .

Ald Mac Nicolson, whose main role on the
council hus long been guardian gf the communes,
used the term to describe the council's decision to

language are occurring

building permits.

the action.

That certainly is strong enough grounds for an
appeal, and the council has acted wisely in taking

If “council building regulations are ignored; if
people are allowed to build any sort of structure
they want to, socicty would fall into chaos.

It would be a surcfire recipe for slums.
The Lismore City Council over the years has
been more than tolerant of breaches of its building

Full marks for council’s appeal

appeal against a Land Environment Court ruling
on a Stoney Chute multiple occupancy,

The court ruled in favour of the multiple occup-
ancy residents who had opposed some development
conditions imposed on them by the council.

The council has appealed against the ruling on
the grounds that the judge erred by appearing to
condone the construction of dwellings without

regulations, most of which have occurred in the
communes. P =

The council, after all other avenues have been
exhausted, often has reached such a level of
frustration that it has had to act. -

Il iv did not, its building rules — and all its
other bylaws — would be useless.

In extreme cases it has taken the extreme
measure of issuing demolition orders.

These have never been carried out.. And this
newspaper has been eritical of that.

We have pointed out in the past that if people
ignore the rules, they must pay the penalty.

Rather than ‘hippy-bashing”, the Lismore City
Council could be accused of b
inactive,

Claims that the court appeal is waste of
ratepayers’ funds do not stand up in view of the
importance of the principle involved. ;

A sociely withoul rules would be anarchy.

cing too patient and

By GARY BUCHANAN

The Kyogle Shire Council has
joined the Glenbin debate, strongly
supporting the Lismore City
Council in its decision to appenl
against Justice Cripps' rulings in
the case.

The Kyogle shire clerk, Mr P
Thew, in a letter to the Lismore
council, said his council was
especially alarmed at the courts
decision to reduce the road
contributions from $3500 to $350.

“This decision will be used by

By RORY MEDCALF and GARY BUCHANAN

other multiple-occupancies in
Lismore City and elsewhere as a
precedent Tor further appeales
which could lead to the demise of
the road contribution polices that
are common to most local
government arcas on the North
Const," hie snid,

Mr Thew said it appeared that
Lismore did not have legal
representation st the Land and
Emvironment Court hearing,

“It would be a pity il this

against » Land

said yesterday.

Aldermen this week
rejecled overwhelmingly a
motion moved by Ald
Nicolson and seconded by
Ald P Consalve which
sought to rescind the

Ercrcdenl were allowed (o stand
+because of a lack of lepal
representation to adequarely put
the case for road levies," he said.

Mr Thew said that multiple-
occupancies contributed
significantly to traffic growth in
rural arens, where most roads were
hard-pressed coping with traffic
yolumes,

“The imposition of road
improvement contributions is the
only practical means of ensuring
that multiple-occupancies pay a

fair share of road improvement
costs,” he said,

*“The decision of Justice Cripps
undermines the whole rond
contribution system, and throws the
burden of road irn?mrtments on
existing ratepayers.’

Commenting of Mr Fhew's letter
at this week's Lismore council
meeting, Ald M Nicolson said
Kyogle should be told that the
appeal had nothing to do with
Justice Cripps’ ruling on rond
levies,

—_—
Ny GARY BUCHANAN
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Nicolson's  conyments seripusly
reparding

all the

his allepations of council hod dove at ihis safe was

Allegations that the Lismaore City
Council was guilty of ‘bypocrisy
and hippy-bashing' were siren-
wously denied yesterday by the
Muayor of Lismore, Ald 11 Freder-
icks, ‘

He was responding 1o clains
madle by AL M Micalson i oan
angey outbuest aygost the decision
ta procecd with an appenl against o
Laml and  Enviconment Court
ruling in the Glenbin multiples
OCCupaney case,

Al Nicolsun deseribied 1he
appeal ax a Clacesaving exerdise’
which woull waste ratepayess'
maney on lepal fees and make life
difficult for Glenbin residents,

e said it was ‘sheer hypoceisy'
for the eouncil 1o .-nmu';wi o ihe
prounds being piven, and that the
matler had “depencrated jato
emotive and unfair hippy-bashing’.

According 1o Ald Fredericks, it
was Ald Nicalson who was being
oo cmotive on the iswue

"L dun’t even regard Al

lappy-bashing,” he said.

Ald Fredericks sail the appeal
was lodped on the basis af
preliminary lepal advice from the
council's  solicitors  that  (he
presiding judpe inthe Glenbin case
vy have eered b his judpient.

“lhe issue bere i thiat i legal
advisers consider there was an

Ineurrect statement made by the
judge in part of his judgment,” he
said

“That  stavement, i lelt

lenged, coulil have rnimif-
ons o future  slecisions
mvolving ||l!l|ll|\|<-o\l:u|'.nlt:||.'\, ol
anly for this council but iminy
others  wlere this farm  of
development is eccurring "

The appeal has been lodped on
grounds that the Chiel lustice of
the Land and Enviconment Court,
Mr Justice Cripps, appeared in his
judgment 10 condone  people
conslructing dwellings witlout
building approval,

1o refer the Gilenbin bricl 1o senior
legal counsel for furiher advice.

"1t is possible we might not even
take the matier to the Court of
Appeal,” be said

“That will depend an the advice
we receive [ sewine eounsel,
whiv may well wlvise the council
apa proceeding  with  the
appeal.”

Al Fredericks <aid that for
many years the council had been
placed in o ditficult *trial 2wl
erenr” sitwatinn where multiple-
seoupancics were converngil

Te waid the former Labor
CGovernment had approved the
development  of  multiple-
occupancies insclected arcas of the
State without fotmulating a palicy
to help Jocal ¢ouncils implement
the decisinn

Ald Fredericks said it was a
great pity the former Government
had ot set up a model Tram which
lucal povernment could work

@ Lilitorial — Page 4
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The Lismore City Council was guilty of hypocrisy
and ‘hippy-bashing' in proceeding with an appeal
and Enviconment Court ruling on a
Stoney Chute multiple occupancy, Ald Mac Nicolson

decision 1o lake the
matter 1o the NSW Court
of Appeals.

The Chiel Justice of the
Land and Environment
Court, Mr Justice Cripps.
Jast month ruled in favour
of Glenbin Pty in appeals
against some development
conditions impesed by the
council on its multiple-
otcupancy.

In handing down his
decision, Justice Cripps
ordered the council to
reduce the community's
road levy from $3500 to
$£350 for each unit.

He also ruled that the
community could have a
second access using o
right of way (hrough a
neighbouring property.

The council has
appealed on grounds that
Justice Cripps had erred
in that his judgment
appeared to condone the
construction of dwellings
without building permits,

Last  month  The
Northern Star reported
that Glenbin residents
would be forced 1o live in
makeshill accommodation
for \wo more years, and
could be bankrupted if the
appeal wenimhead.

Residents of the tiny
communily have accused
the council of victimising
them for the past two
years, and are angry at
being kept oul of a session
of the council on Tuesday
night,

Ald Nicolson said the
council hod voted for a
closed session on the
recission mation as there

may have been a risk of
subjudice il Glenbin
residents  had  been

present. "
Ald Nicolson and Ald
Gallen described the
appeal as a 'fu::-sav'mf
exercise’ by the council,
which mercly would waste
ratepayers’ money on
legal lees and make life
hard for the Glenbin
residents.

"The matter has
degenerated into emotive
and unfair  hippy-
bashing.” Ald Nicalson
said yesterday.

“The council has
received three letiers
urging it to continue with
the appeal. All these
letters have shown a
misunderstanding of what
the appeal was about.”

The d:pulr chiel
planner, Mr R Heap, has
said that the appeal had
been lodged on  the
grounds that the judge
had appeared to condone

people  constructing
dwellings without building
permilts.

"It is sheer hypocrisy
for the council to object
on these grounds,” Ald
Nicolson said.

“I have known Lhe
council to approve
building applications that

have come in aflter
construction work has
bepun.

“And 1 could cite at
least one incident of the
council approving building
application after con-
struction work had taken
place  which hadn't
satisficd the conditions
that the council had laid
down.

“The chiel planner. Mr
Reynders (who repre-
sented the council in the
case) has implied that
council lost the case
because Glenbin  had
superior representation.

“In faet, neither side
was represented by legal
counsel.

“It was the council's
poor preparation, and the
absurd inconsistencies in
that preparation, that lost
it the ense.

“Far  example, the
original engineer’s report
quoted * the cost of

improving Stangers Road
(the road on which the
multiple oc¢cupancy is

situated) was $2800. But

a later report quoted the
figure at $200,000"

Ald Nicolson-saitt ‘e
supported the council on
mast matters, bul that he
drew the line in the
Glenbin case.

“The council has been
adversely influenced by
misinformed pressure
from sections of the
community which are
prejudiced against

multiple-occupancy devel- .

opments,”™ he said,

A Glenbin resident, Mr
Peter Marshall, yesterday
said that representatives
from the multiple
occupancy had tried to
reason with the council at
the meeting on Tuesday
night.

He said that Glenbin
residents
circulate a petition and
present il to the couneil,”

In a verbal submission
ta the council on Tuesday
night, another Glenbin
spokesman, Mr Wayne
Potocky, urped the council
to reconsider its decision.

He said the appeal
would cost  tens  of
thousands of dollars and
sour relations between
cxisting and  future
communities.
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The future of 21
familiess is uncertain
following the axing of
State Government funding
for an experimental
multiple eccupancy at
Wadeville, north of
Lismore. | i
© A spokesman for the
Minister for Housing, Mr
Schipp, said  the
Departmest of Housing
hat? recommended that
the S1-million project be
stop .

“‘F?\‘i idea for the
_Erajccl had been approved

y the previous Gov-
ernment, but no approvals
for loans or building had
been given,™ the spokes-
man said,

“The Minister felt it
was not an appropriate
development  for  the
Governmeat to be in-
voived with. |
! “The people involved
were  splintering  into
different groups and could
not get alomp.”

He said said that the
project would be wound
up, but did not know what
would happen to the
$180,000 property.

The spokesman was not
aware that lemporary
building approvals had
been granted for a
number of sites on the
property by the Kyogle
Shire Cosncil, and that
building had started on a
number of homes,

He said the depariment
and the families would
have to megotiate any
compensation claims for
any buildisgs. .

“They are entitled lo
apply for housing loans
from the Government.
Some of them might
group together and try to
buy the property,” he
said.

Last year, while in

Opposition, the Liberal
Party branded the project
as ‘a $1 million hiprl)r
resort” and accused the
then  Minister for
Environment and Plan-
ning, Mr Carr, and the
Minister for Housing, Mr
Walker, of manipulating
planning and funding to
support their ‘experiment
in social engincering’.

Under the plan, the
co-operative was to be in
total control of the project
and would apply to the
Government for approv-
als.

The co-operative had
not been formed because
only 21 of the 28 families
had moved on to the
property.

The project was the
first co-operative land
settlement project in New
South Wales with
linancial assistance from
the Government.

It was established as a
pilot scheme by the North
Coast-based Rural Re-
settlement Task Force and

the Land Commission of

co-operative of 28 suitable

New South Wales, which households was formed.

was the marketing arm of
the Department of
Housing.

The Commission has
been absorbed into the
Department of Housing.

The project was aimed
at low-income families
with an average weekly
income of $190 to form
co-operative communities,
to develop rural property
and to construct housing
according to their needs.

Funds for the
development, including
building materials for
housing, were to be
provided as soon as a

A maximum of
$1 million was available,
but funds would be drawn
only as required.

Money has been spent
buying the property,

developing internal roads |

and the property's
entrance on to Stoney
Chute Road, and redev-
cloping the original
farmhouse as a com-
munity centre.

The proposed co-op-
erative was to apply for

® Continued Page 6
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Housing project axed

@ From Page |
28 Gaovernment loans to
build houses worth
$45,000 each, and to
repay the money as a
mortgage.

It was planned that
repayments would have
been generally limited to
27 percent GF houschold
income.

A commiltee consisting
of two representatives
from the Department of
Housing, an executive

| member of the Rural
'| Resettlement Task Force,
|two members
‘| co-operative

of the
and a
development officer was
to be formed to ad-
minister the project.

A $500 initial payment
from each houschold was
required as soon as they
were accepted into the

co-operative.
After three years of
membership, anyone

choosing to leave would
have been entitled to
receive payment for their
shares in the co-operative.

The payment would
cover any equity they had
contributed through loan
redpaymcnls and the value
added to their dwellings
by their labour,

Last year, the Liberal
Party claimed in the
Parliament that the ALP
Government had bull-
dozed plans for the
project through the

Kyogle council and had
overturncd many of the
council-imposed
development conditions.

It also claimed in the
Parliament that the
project had developed into
a ‘gravy train' for
department-paid consult-
ants and that an ALP
supporter had made a
small fortune when the
project bought a property
in Stoney Chute Road,
Wadeville.

Late last month, the
Kyogle Shire Council
wrote to the Department
of Housing asking for
urgent talks on the
property because of
concerns about health
issues.

The council's chiefl

planner, Mr P Knight,
said there was a lack of
adequate personal
washing, parbage and
toilet facilities, and
development had been
haphazard and did not
comply with detailed
plans approved by the
council.

Mr Knight said threats
by the council to demolish
the temporary structures
was used to underline the
seriousness of the issue,
and to encourage some
action from the depart-
ment. o

He said the temporary
structures were becoming
‘too permancent’, and that
the temporary phase of
the development had been
going on [or too long.

A consultant who helped

set up the Wadeville
multiple-occupancy pro-
ject, Mr Dudley Leggett,
is disappointed that the
Government has stopped
funding the project.

Mr Leggett said the
families involved in the
housing experiment had
been anxious about the
future of the project since
the State elections which
swept the Coalition to
power this year.

“The Coalition has
never been sympathetic to
the multiple-occupancy
concepl,” he said.

“There was mixed
reaction o the decision.
The members were
disappointed that the
Wacfo:villc project has
ended, but happy they still
are going to be offered

Aflfordable Housing
loans.”

Mr Leggett said that
the project had been

disrupted by some internal
disputes.

“The biggest problem
was partly because of the
new Government policy
that all the land was to be
held -in total by the
co-operative,” he said.

“If it had allowed
people to start building
when they [irst arrived, it
would have eased the
tensions.

“It was hard getting 28
families together for such
a length of time, living in
temporary dwellings
without the security of
knowing if the project
would go ahead. ;

“By building in stages,

some of the tensions and
roblems would not have
appened.”

Mr Leggett said it
appeared the Government
was trying to wash its”
hands of the project and
place the burden back on
the families. -

“It is prepared to offer
the Affordable Home
Loans and nepotiate with
the families to take over
the project and carry on
without Government
input,” he said.

“It is certainly viable
for the families to try to
buy the property and
carry on.”

Mr Leggett said he had
started negotiations with
the Department of
Housing to compensate
the dispossessed lamilies.

“The least we would
want is access to the
low-interest Government
housing loans and the
choice to pay for this
property or an alternative
property,” he said.

Mr Legpett said that
coverage of the project
this week by a metrop-
olitan television J:rogram
had  appalle the
Wadeville community.

“It was a gross
distortion and deliberately
biased to create a bad’
image and has angered a
large section of the
community,” he said,

“It was particulari
unfair to me, and | am

considering legal action.”



The future of 21
families+ is uncertain
following the axing of
State Government funding
for an experimental
multiple occupancy at
Wadeville, north of
Lismore.

" A spokesman for the
Minister for Housing, Mr
Sch:pp. said the

artment of Housing

:fr:cummcndcd that
the $1-million project be
stopped.

‘?The idea for the
roject had been approved
Ey the previous Goy-
ernment, but no approvals
for loans or building had
been given,” the spokes-
man said.

“The Minister felt it

was nol an appropriate
development  for the
Government to be in-
volved with.
' “The people involved
were splintering into
different groups and could
not get along.”

He said said that the
project would be wound
up, but did not know what
would happen to the
$180,000 property.

The spokesman was not
aware that lcrnporaj
building approvals ha
been granted for a
number of sites on the

roperty by the Kyogle
hire Council, and that
building had started on a
number of homes.

He said the department
and the families would
have lo negotiate any
‘compensation claims for
any buildings.

“They are entitled to
apply for housing loans
from the Government.
Some of them might
group together and try 10
buy the property,” he
said.

Last year, while in

$1m HOUSING

EXPERIMENT "
AXED

the Land Commission of co-operative of 28 suitable

Opposition, the Liberal
Party branded the project
as ‘a S1 million hipﬁy
resort’ and accused the
then  Minister for
Environment and Plan-
ning, Mr Carr, and the
Minister for Housing, Mr
Walker, of manipulating
planning and funding to
support their ‘experiment
in social engineering’.

Under the plan, the
co-operative was to be in
total control of the project
and would apply to the
Government for approv-
als,

The co-operative had
not been formed because
only 21 of the 28 families
had moved on to the
property.

The project was the
first co-operative land
settlement project in New
South ales with
financial assistance from
the Government.

It was established as a
pilot scheme by the North
Coast-based Rural Re-
settlement Task Force and

New South Wales, which
was the marketing arm of
the Department of
Housing.

The Commission has
been absorbed into the
Department of Housing.

The project was aimed
at low-income families
with an average weekly
income of $190 to form
co-operative communities,
to develop rural property
and to construct housing
according to their needs.

Funds for the
development, including
building materials for
housing, were to be
provided as soon as a

households was formed.

A maximum  of
$1 million was available,
but funds would be drawn
only as required

Money has been spent
buying the property,
developing internal roads
and the property's
entrance on to Stoney
Chute Road, and redev-
cloping the original
farmhouse as a com-
munity centre.

The proposed co-op-
erative was to apply for
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28 Government loans to
build houses worth
$£45,000 each, and to
repay the money as a
mortgage.

It was planned that
repayments would have
been generally limited to
27 percent o!y household
income.

A committee consisting
of two representatives
from the Department of
an executive
member of the Rural
Resettlement Task Force,
two members of the
co-operative and a
development officer was
to be formed to ad-
minister the project.

A 5500 initial payment
from each houschold was
required as soon as they
were accepted into the

co-operative.
After three years of
membership, anyone

choosing to leave would
have been entitled to
receive payment for their
shares in the co-operative.

The payment would
cover any equity they had
contributed through loan
repayments and the value
added to their dwellings
by their labour.

Last year, the Liberal
Party claimed in the
Parliament that the ALP
Government had bull-

dozed plans for the
project through the

Kyogle council and had
overturned many of the
council-imposed
development conditions.

It also claimed in the

Parliament that the
prcjccl had developed into
a ‘gravy train' for

department-paid consull-
ants and that an ALP
supporter had made a
small fortune when the
project bought a property
in Stoney Chute Road,
Wadeville.

Late last month, the
Kyogle Shire Council
wrote to the Department
of Housing asking for
urgent talks on the
property because of
concerns about health

issues,
The council’s chief

planner, Mr P Knight,
said there was a lack of
adequate personal
washing, parbage and
toilet facilities, and
development had been
haphazard and did not
comply with detailed
plans approved by the
council.

Mr Knight said threats
by the council to demolish
the temporary structures
was used to underline the
seriousness of the issue,
and lo encourage some
action from the dcparb
ment.

He said the temporary
structures were becoming
‘too permanent’, and that
the temporary phase of
the development had been
going on for too long.

Gonsultant
tells of

Wadeville
problems

A consultant who helped
set up the Wadeville
multiple-occupancy pro-
ject, Mr Dudley Leggett,
is disappointed that the
Government has stopped
funding the project.

Mr Leggett said the
families involved in the
housing experiment had
been anxious about the
future of the project since
the State elections which
swept the Coalition to
power this year.

“The Coalition has
never been sympathetic to
the multiple-occupancy
concept,” he said.

“There was mixed
reaction to the decision.
The members were
d:s pointed that the

adeville project has
cndcd but happy they still
are going to be offered
Affordable Housing
loans.”

Mr Leggett said that
the project had been
disrupted by some internal
disputes.

“The biggest problem
was partly because of the
new Government policy
that all the land was to be
held -in total by the
co-operative,” he said.

“If it had allowed
people to start building
when they first arrived, it
would have eased the
tensions.

“It was hard getting 28
families together for such
a length of time, living in
temporary dwellings
without the security of
knowing if the project
would go ahead.

“By building in stages,
some of the tensions and
problems would not have
happened.”

Mr Leggett said it
appeared the Government
was trying to wash its
hands of the project and
place the burden back on
the families.

“It is prepared to offer
the Affordable Home
Loans and negotiate with
the families to take over
the project and carry on
without Government
input,” he said.

“It is certainly viable
for the families to try to
buy the property and
carry on.”

Mr Leggett said he had
started negotiations with
the Department of
Housing to compensate
the dispossessed families.

“The least we would
want is access to the
low-interest Government
housing loans and the
choice to pay for this
property or an alternative
property,” he said.

Mr Leggett said that
coverage of the project
this week by a metrop-
olitan television program
had appalle the
Wadeville community.

“It was a gross
distortion and deliberately
biased to create a bad’
image and has angered a
large section of the
community,” he said.

“It was particularly
unfair to me, and [ am
considering legal action.”
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PILOT SCHEME
FACES AXE
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The future of the
Wadeville pilot multiple-
occupancy development,
north of Kyogle, appears
to be in doubt.

Last June, a spokesman
for the Minister for
Housing, Mr Schipp,
announced that the
Dc(farlment of Housing
had recommended that
the $1-million project be
stopped.

An announcement also
was made on national
television that the project
would be axed.

But two months later,
the Kyogle Shire Council
has rteceived no written
nformation from the
state Government inform-
ng it of the future of the
project.

Now, the council has
resolved to inform the
Minister for Housing that
it recommends that the
development be stopped.

Mr Schipp also will
receive a map of the
on-site development, a
letter from the
Department of Health,
the original development
application and the
conditions of consent.

A letter received by the
council from the
Department of Environ-
ment and Planning which
omitted half of the
conditions of consent also
will be forwarded.

TV report

A national television
report on the Wadeville
development also will be
sent to the Minister.

The report was shown
on the Nine Network’s
Midday Show.

At the council’s latest
meeting, it received
severa items of
correspondence relating to
the development.

These included a letter
from the Department of
Health outlining inad-
equate sanitary and health

® Continued Page 5
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Local councils
urged
to relax
building codes
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A relaxation in local government standards would help
ease the rental accommodation crisis in Northern New
South Wales, according to a real estate industry leader.

The president of the Real Estate Institute of New
South Wales, Mr Robert Bevan, said that a shortage of
affordable rental accommodation was forcing local real
estate agents to turn away large numbers of people
looking for shelter.

*Municipal aldermen and shire councillors need to
ignore the pressure groups and support urban
consolidation,” he said.

“This could be done by increasing the percentage of
land zoned for medium-density housing and by
reviewing current restrictive town planning standards
applying to this type of development.

“We must get back to the basies of housing people in
well-designed aesthetically-pleasing medium-density
accommodation.

“We are not advocating the building of slums.”

Mr Bevan said that the return on investment for
developers of rental accommodation was lower, as
tenants were unable to pay high rents.

“These people would be happy to share laundries and
would settle for off-street parking rather than the more
expensive alternative of undercover parking,” he said.

Mr Bevan called for shire and councils to speed up
the processing of certificates necessary for the buying
and selling of property.

He said that Richmond River Shire Council and
Byron Shire Council were taking 10 and 14 days
respectively to supply the certificates.

“Long delays to supply these certificates are
unacceptable and frustrate the smooth operation of the
new conveyancing laws. Delays add to the cost of
buying or selling a home and the consumer bears the
cost,” he said.




Multiple occupancy faces axe
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conditions and a letter
from the Minister for
Housing asking for a
report on the divergences
from the original
development approval.

There also was a letter
from a consultant for the
project, Mr Dudley
Leggett, countering as-
sertions that unauthorised
development had occur-
red.

A letter also was
received from a young
family which participated
in the development and
outlined its experiences.

There also was a
request from a group of
participants in the project
wanting a meeting with
the council to discuss the
future of the development.

The Shire President, Cr
David Lovell, said the
council believed it was
inappropriate that the
project should continue.

Cr Lovell said the
project had not developed
as had been indicated in

the original development
application and was
unlikely to return to its
original concept.

He said the
development should cease.

“The kindest thing to
say about the development
is that it just did not
work,” Cr Lovell said.

The shire engineer, Mr
Patrick Knight, said the
development had not
achieved its aims and
objectives and appeared to
be a failure.

Mr Knight said the
development had a history
dating back to 1984 when
the representatives of the
Land Commission came
to Kyogle Shire to inspect
land suitable for the
development of a pilot
multiple-occupancy pro-
ject.

At that time,
Kyogle council
preparing a  local
environment plan to
enable multiple occupancy
within the shire.

The Land Commission
found suitable land at

the
was

and began
for its

Unumgar
negotiations
purchase.

In the meantime, the
Kyogle council held
meetings throughout the
shire to gauge public
opinion on the approval of
multiple occupancy
throughout the shire.

Mr Knight said that
following the public
meetings, it was apparent
that many people did not
want multiple occupancy
throughout the shire.

The council then
prepared a plan that
allowed multiple-

occupancy development in
a part of the shire that
was in the former Terania
Shire area.

The land at Unumgar
was not in the area
approved for multiple
occupancy and the Land
Commission then pur-
chased 81 hectares at
Wadeville.

Mr Knight said a
development application
was lodged in 1985 and
when advertised by the

council, it received
numerous objections.

He said development
consent was given, with
more than 30 conditions.

The consent then was
sent to the then Minister
for Housing and the
number of conditions was
halved.

The project was
established as a pilot
scheme by the North
Coast-based Rural
Resettlement Task Force
and the Land Commission
of New South Wales.

The Commission was
absorbed into the
Department of Housing.

The project was aimed
at low-income [amilies
with an average weekly
income of $190 to form
co-operative communities,

to develop rural properties
and to construct housing
according to their needs.
Funds for the
development, including
building materials for
housing, were to be
provided as soon as a
co-operative of 28 suitable
households was formed.

A maximum $1 million
was available, but funds
were to be drawn only as
required.

Under the plan, the
co-operative was to be in
total control of the project
and would apply to the
Government for approy-
als:

The co-operative was
not formed because only
21 of the 28 families had
moved on to the property.
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One of the longest-running multiple occupancies in the
area is an ‘intentional’ community near The Channon.
(Intentional communities are close-knit, and operate along
the lines of a traditional extended family.)

The community began about the time of the Aquarius Festivel in
1973. The festival was a meeting place for young and old caught up by the

fervor of the beginning of the alternative movement.

The second in a weekly series by KEVIN
CORCORAN on the bold social experiment
of multiple occupancy living
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They wanted to escape
the dehumanised cities to
find a simpler, less-
cluttered lifestyle closer 10
nature.

The cuphoric atmos-
phere of the festival,
which attracted about
10,000, was the birthplace
of the modern multiple
accupancies,

In the past 15 years
multiple occupancies have
changed rom  the
1960s-style commune,

The settlements today
range from a group who
want  to  form a
community to people who
want a place of their own
at the lowest cost.

The members of the

community near The
Channon were willing 1o
talk about their

achievements, but did not
want to be identified.

The eight adults on the
abandoned 106 ha dairy
furm came together in
1976,

It was started by three
individuals as a social
experiment that was to
explore better ways of
living together, and with
the environment,

It was set up as a place
that would be harmonious
enviranmentally, and
would” ereate a sharing
and caring community.

The focus of the
property s a  large
farmhouse and

community centre, built
from recycled materials,
Most of the manage-
ment and operational
decisions are wken in the
community centre,

THE Aquarius Festival in Nimbin in
meeting place for young and old caught up by the
fervor of the alternative movement. About 10,000
attended the festival in search of a simpler,
less-cluttered lifestyle closer to nature, The festival &
regarded ns the birthplace of the modern multioks

Each family grouning
has Iivin%' quarters w thin
casy reach of the centre so
they can use the common
facilities.

At the end of each day,
all members meet at the
farmhouse to sharz a
meal, which they iake
turns in preparing,

The community is
governed by consenses; a
sort of mini-government
involving all the members.

Once a week, alter the
communal meal, the
members plan #n agenda
for the next week.

They organise work
days, and each Saturday
marning is devoted to
working in the community
gardens and orchards.

The meetings also are
used to settle disputes set
objectives, give support 1o
each other, and keep the
community together &s a
unit,

To help settle internal
problems the members
attend consciousness-
raising and problem-
solving courses.

Befere # person zan
Join they have to stay six
months — to understand
what they are petting
invalved in and how it
operates,

If they like what they
see, and are prepared lo
meet the requirements of
the community, they can
buy shares in the

community.

A portion of the money
paid for the shares repays
the original cost of the
property and any de-
velopment that has been

1973 was a
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+ THE Channon Valley, north of Lismore, has b
a focal point for the new wave of settlers who are
turning to multiple occupancies. Many of the area’s

farms have been boupht

redeveloped fo establish o lifestyle environmentally
harmonious,
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by the new settlers and

‘From the beginning there has.
been a principle that no permanent

resident is on the doie,

done. The rest goes
towards future de-
velopments.

If a person leaves they
are not paid for their
buildings or their share in
the trust,

An exchange of cash
for assets may take place
should this occur.

The community fleels
that, because members
cannot sell their shares
there is an incentive to
make the community
work.

There is an incentive
for members to confront
and  work through
problems, and join in the
running of the
community.

The property is held in
a trust on behall of all
members, and the
management is shared
equally by all members.

A member may choose
a site for a house, but the
community must agree on
this before building can
start,

The sites must be
within council-approved
zones, and all buildings
must  meet council
standards,

Individuals do not have
a separate hold or legal
title over the land.

People certainly would
not join this type of
community to gel cheap

housing,
The commitment to
sharing — in (he

experiment and lifestyle
— is more important.

In a step towards
self-reliance the
community has developed
orchards and gardens, and
a pure-bred Jersey herd
for dairy products.

It originally was
intended 1o use the
property  to  provide
employment for all
members,

They moved away from
this because people chose
not to be so isolated, and
to interact with the larger
community.

A number of members
have part-time employ-
ment, mainly in lg:
service areas and in
education,

The members scofl at
claims that they are
locking up the land, a
claim  that has been

levelled at  multiple
occupancies by the
traditional  farming
community,

There is a move to start
more income-generaling
activitics on the Erupm;,',
and their work has paid
off.

By living on  the
produce  from  the
vepetable pardens,
orchards and dairy herd
they have reduced their
living costs to about $25 a
week for each adult.

From the beginning
there has been a principle
that no one be reliant on
unemployment benefits,
and  no  permanent
resident is on the dole.

Members of  the
community can work in
the gardens, orchards, or
with the dairy herd to get
money  through a
voluntary purse system,

The system operates so
that people who work
outside the community
compensate members
contributing more work
on the property.

They feel that those
who work ofl the property
do not put as much effort
into projects, so money is
put aside by them for the
use of the others —
*almost like a wage.

In theory, a member
could use the land 1o try
to make a living, a form
of privatisation of the
I:uu:ll,1

With the permission of
other members they could
start a vegetable garden
and sell the produce to get
an income.

This has not happened,
mainly because the
amount of work involved
does not make the
operation viable,

The community is not a
retreat from technology,

They are blending the
benefits of technology,
such as computers and
solar panels  with
hydro-electricity and
composting toilets,

I'wo houses are
powered by hydro-
electricity,

s communily, and
Lillifield, are run by all
the members  being
invalved in  making
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The third in a
weekly series
by KEVIN
CORCORAN on
a bold social
experiment.
This week:
Lillifield

The multiples occupancy: experime

illitield multiple occupancy members
Lwere so enthused about what they were
doing that they were prepared to gam-
ble averything.
d bulding their homes to
or smallcropping — to "u_!" the

Ing I'u_]r community north of Nimbin
they Il\rL credted u different cconomic and value

e |\- a different perception about money.” said
Viodiord.
‘Bucuu;u people cinnot see money chingmg hands
‘.':u:_\ do not scc any wealth
“We consider that building vour cwn house and
growing your own food is an income.
“You still have to pay for it, but you pay with
labour instead of money.
Her husband, Rex. chipped in: “Instend of paying a
builder 400 a week to build & house you are paying
yoursell

"The money saved by
not paying a builder is
used to buy other goods
and services from the
larger community.”

They also hope their
community ventures —
such as smallcropping and
a general store-cafe-craft
shop — will create jobs
and pay for equipment
and stock.

The income from the
ventures will be used to
pay community members
for work such as slashing
and fencing.

In this way they hope to
reduce running costs and
dependency on outside
farces, and provide limited
employment for the com-
munity.

And they hope the com-
munity wiil be able to of-
fer financial help when
members need it.

“There is plenty of land
o go into whatever agri-
cultural pursuits we
want,” Dave Moyes said.

"We are not going to
lock up the land and ke
it out of production.

“We can share the costs
of establishing and main-
taining a farm and share
the profits.

“But our farming will
be more labour-intensive.
We don't see ourselves as
different from the rest of
Australia; we attend prog-
ress association meetings
to take part in developing
the area.

“We are thinking 20 to
30 years ahead, and plant-
ing trees that can be har-
vested in the future.”

His wife, Val, said: "It
is so far away from em-

B e

create our own jobs, either
servicing the growing
communities or as a com-
munity in an agricultural
venture.”

The community’s hopes
to sell its arts and cralis,
and surplus produce
through the general store.

It also would serve as a
coffee shop and informa-
tion centre for tourists.

Other surplus produce
will be soild through out-
lets such as the Kyogle
Organic Growers, and
they also hope to tap into
the expanding naturopath
industry in Australia.

A part of the long-term
plan 15 to develop walking
tracks linked to neigh-
bouring communities, and
a guesthouse to be used
by the community and
VISILOTS.

Lillifield is about half-
way along the multiple oc-

r

ployment that we had to

VAL Moyes, and daughters Culley and Lauren outside ll‘lﬂl’ pnrunlly-lnnlt hlmse on the L|l|||'|e]d Community.

| feel quite missionary
about this way of
life . . . a lot of our
members were materially
comfortable with good
jobs, but chose a better
lifestyle where they felt

more in control
— founder Andrew Buchanan

cupancy spectrum.

hen a person buys
shares in it they are enti-
tled to a pre-determined,
two-hectare house site. All
the sites were surveyed

‘when the property was

developed as a multiple
occupancy by its founder,
Andrew Buchanan.

The member is free to
build anywhere on the
fand with whatever mate-

rials they choose, and to
plant gardens and or-
chards.

But they must conform
to a group philoSophy,
which includes organic
farming (no chemicals)
and land use,

They have the exclusive
use of the house site, but
cannot fence the area to
keglp others out.

hey are trying to ad-

here to the objective of
multiple occupancies: To
be economically viable.

While the members do
not believe they ever will
be totally self-sufficient,
they hope to reduce their
living costs by growing
vegetables, farming and
through craft works.

They include electri-
cians, builders, a doctor,
an accountant, dairy
farmer, director of an
Australian fashion com-
pany, and the director of
an Australian and New
Zealand development
company.

They hope to trade
these skills with others. i

The members at Lilli-
field attend problem-solv-
ing courses and meet reg-
ularly. In this way they
hope to be able to discuss
and solve any internal
problems.

Continued — Next page




le occupancy experiment

MORTGAGE BELT

From previous page

It is run by all the

idea of a community.
"1 thought a communi-

They would not be here
unless they wanted this

s H A "
members being involved in ty was a commune, like way of life,” Mr Buchan- | C i
the decision-making: Gov- something out of the an said. o = ' &
ernment by consensus, 1960z as seen on televi- “They can live here and ¥

The community makes
decisions in much the
same way as an intention-
al community, except it
holds monthly mectings

Mast of the matters dis-
cussed would have been
discussed already during
work or socially.

They plan common ven-
tures, workdays, mainte-
nance working bees, and

sion,” he said.

“"Communes were a re-
action to the times, but
communities will last into
the future.”

Mr Buchanan likens it
to a traditional European
village.

“Each member has
their own home and ex-
clusive use of their land,
but they all run a larger

still have a job in town;
they do not have to devote
all their time to the com-
munity or being sell-sulfi-
crent.

“They would take ather
responsibilities such as
maintaining roads and
common areas, or reaffor-
estation or developing
other community ideals.

“But these people would

THE view from the

Moyes house looking aver the
Lillifield Community towards Blue Knob. Most of the

individual ideas el enterprise which provides nol expect to receive any- : T N
;}i‘rnt‘fﬂ e the economic stabl;iit)' for thing from the other ven- = ylamtisae tairy farm,

The meetings are for- “1?.];‘"5[!‘—'- WO—— "”:f!-‘r- g S

o e . ew me 5 are in- f hiev
:::}-:Trlr:il :Ec:::::td S troduced during a visit, financial stability then

The communily, near and then during a six- there will be employment
Lillian Rock, was estnb- month stay can get the and we again reduce our
lished as o new wave vil- fecl of what it is trying to _dcpc!]dcncy on society for
lage. achieve. jobs,™" )

it 12 “There is no compunc- David Moyes left his
da'l h'i. B.I':“ r"'m% tion on people to fit in. Victorian home because

Y Arm Wil stpport 4 Members do not have to he was dissatisfied with
ggm]n:s. So far there are play god and select or the lifestyle.

Wk 80 ha has been sereen new members. ) “We wanted to get
divided inlo ‘2 ha home Those out of step with away from having no con-

A i the ideals do not join, or trol over our environment
sites, and Ihcrc.“‘ also usually leave.” and pursue our own life-
40 ba of community agri- So far threc members style,” he said.
cultural land. have left, and offered the “Here we can get away

The community’s major community first option on  from the mortgage bell,
ideals are to ereate an their shares. and the trap of keeping up
ccologically harmonious If the community does with the next family
lifestyle, reafforestation, not want to take up the  "The concept of a mul-
and the selective use of option the members are tiple occupancy is that
technology. free to offer the shares on people desire to live in a

jio "l feel quite missionary oY s - =" the open market, rural area. These are a
i about this way of life,” = - ia . vt an Wiy All members who arc low-cost alternative to a
© said Andrew Buchanan,  SABINA Baltruweit surveys the ground prepared for  leaving have been able 1o subdivision,

“Australia should be smallcropping. The community started a joint venture  sell their shares on the “There is plenty of fand
promoting a sharing place to grow zuc is to earn income. 1t plans to develop  market, and have even 10 po into what cver agri-
lo live. a farm and general s ore to provide employment, and ~ been rewarded for the cultural pursuits we want,

“We are developing in a income, for members improvements made. and there are enough peo-
planned way, because we g . “People want to join. ple to help make it work,”
thought it would be easier had changed community; they just
to have most of the infra- “We are atiractimg a wanted 1o live an alterna-
structure in place before more experienced type,” tive lifesiyle and were
settlement started, he said. looking for o place in a

“And it was easier fora “A lot of our menbers Drice bracket,
dairy farm to get loans to were materially conort- They did not expect to
pay for the initial develop- able with good jobs, bul become active members in
ment than for members of chose a better lifestyle o community co-operative.

a multiple pccupancy.” where [_11'1'_\' felt morz in py. voungest share- 2

Mr Buchanan said the control holder is Seolt Cater, 21,
type of person attracted  MNone of the members an electrician, who origi-
by multiple occupancies was looking for such o nolly was put off by the

.

i gl o2 R Sl
. THE community centre and storchouse was the firs: huil
houses the community tractor and members' posse
houses.

e’ TG T
g on the property, It
ssions while they build their




“Wa can all be hippies, no maller how old
we are. Bul we don't have to live in a humpy

or on a river bank. We have done that.
“Qur attitudes to the land have not changed,
but the way we go abou!l achieving our ideals
have,” sald Mr John Garbult, spokesman for
Billen Clifts, 30 kilometres north-west of Lis-

more.

The families in the Billen Cliffs multiple occupancy
are a cross-section of the community in general,

There are eight Tamilics with jobs in Lismore, three
families on the age pension, and between 10 and 1§
families are on some other pensions, but very few on

the dole
“The dole is not good

enough,” Mr  Garbutt
said.
“People  here  want

something better, and all
realise that the only way
to do that is o create a
job lor themselves,

“1 really think that is
the essence of the alterna-
tive sociely crealing a
situation where vou can
generate money from your
home.

“We do not want to
lock ourselves away from
miinstream socicty,

"We want commerce
and interaction, and we
need a place 1o sell our
produce.

“To that end the com-
munity has built a shop
which is the only one for a
radius of J5 kilometres,”

The Billen Cliffs com-
munity is broken up into
Arcas.

The 114 sharehalders
live in onec of three
valleys. which are divided
into  smaller  hamlet
groupings of hetween
three and seven house-
holds.

The hamlets elect mem-
bers to represent their val-
ley on the board of d
tors of the Billen C
Company, and everyone
can attend the monthly
resident’s meeting,

In the valleys a number
of hamlets band 1opether
1o control the hiving area
and the hamlel commaon.

Hamlet meetings deal
with all issues involving
household groups, If a
person wanls to put in an
orchard or build a dim on

The fourth in a
weekly series
by KEVIN
CORCORAN on
a bold social
experiment.
This week:

Billen Cliffs

the hamlet comman then
they have 1o pet the per-
mission of o najority off
the Tambet’s residents

Other members of the
community would not be
ivalved in that decision,

The Lind is broken up
inte theee groupings: Liv
i hamlet common gl
I:I\lﬂl".l.'l} common

Ihe compiany commuon
15 the mads and o lew
nreas sel nside for indus
triad wse

The whole community
will decide what happens
to this land,

Members are also con
trolled by company by
laws.

Someune breaking the
by-laws is warned a num-
ber of times, and if they
continie Lo do g0 they po
before o peace tribunal
made up of volunteers

IT no answer can be
found, or the member
continues to break (he
by-laws, the company nas
the power to resume Lhe
lanel,

Billen CHifls is dillerent
from other multiple occu-
pancies because 1s mem-
bers have been pranted
steata tithe

This is 4 one-ofl devel-
opment granted by the
New South Wales Gov-
crnment tooovereome legal
problems that developed
between the multiple oc-
cupaney and the Lismore
ity Council

The idea Tor the com-

mumity was floated in
1978 ns multiple oe-
upancies were begining

to be brought 1o the atien-
tion af the State Govern-
mient which was dralting
legislation to deal with
tictr development

In the first draft of the
MO code the Government
said 20 per cent of the
Land could be subdivided
for exclusive wse and
would give members all
the benefits of land own-
ership, such ns access o
the Tirst home buyers'
scheme and other loans,

The 240 hectares at

TWO sides to Billen CHIfs: A modern-designed two-bedr

Vi

verandah a stone and bush-pole house she built with her hushand, Rolf,

Larnook were bought in
1980 and a company
formed. Shares pave the
right for exclusive use to
0.8 ha lots

The body corporate wis
given council development
approval in 1982 with a
list of conditions.

When the final dralt of
thoe NSW Multiple Oceu-
pancy Code was delivered
by the Minister for Plan-
ning and Environment,
Mr Landa, it stated that
the total land in the mul-
tiple oceupancy had to be-
long 1o all the members

Because of the internal
subdivision Billen Cliffs
did not exactly it the de-
seription of a multiple oc-
cupnney, and problems
arose,

After several months of
negotiations between the
council and Billen Cliffs
legal advice was sought

The opinion was that
Billen ClLiffs was an illegal
subdivision,

“We were lelt with two
options: We could revert
toa trug commune (where

there is no exclusive land
usc or boundaries), which
we would not have mmd-
ed, but it was not the ren-
son we boupht ito Bi len
CHilfs,” said Mr Garbutt

The only way they
could become lepal, in the
cxisting format, was 1o
apply 1o be rezoned as al-
lowing strata title.

“The State Ziovern-
ment’s multiple occupancy
code had been changed by
others because thay coald
not see that Billen C1(fs
wits a legitimate form of
multiple occupancy

“We did not want stra-
ta title. It was ferced on
us when the chanzes ware
made to the original G-
ernment code. It zost Bil-
Ten Cliffs $45,000 and we
would rather have spent
that money intermlly,

“But we did not want to
be shulfled irto the
dend-end existenze of o
commune type multiple
accupancy.

“They felt that multisle
occupancies were trapped

into econonric dependence
on the lard, and that
members were trapped
financinlly because li:l._'r
could npot sell their house
and were emtitled only 10
the price of the origina)
shares,”

Billen CHilfs is divided
imo 114 share units, (A
share unit entitles o mem-
ber to the ezclusive use of
08 ha)

Sinty sharcholders have
built houses on the prop-
erty, and the styles range
from a $50000 brick ve-
necr lo those made from
reeyeled materials and
natural materials found
on the property.

A number of the Billen
Cliffs community  still
work in Lismore, while
others have developed cot-
tage indust-ies, such as
tank building, cobbling,
signwriting, nursing, and
three plant murseries

Four community gar-
dens nre sling produce
on the Brishane market
through the Kyogle Or-

Continued — Next page
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nam red-brick howse, left, built by Angelika Fischer; and, right, Jane Stoll sits on the
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Ray Willinms and his

wife, Joy, have started

knitting jumpers and track
suits.
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ganic Growers Group

(KOG).

could cope with weekly
loads worth $15000.

From previous pape greater price for his land
than il he was selling to
another Tarmer.

"But there needs to be
some  clarification, Fiarm-
ers need 10 be piven the
chance to sell out to peo-
ple who want to live on

The KOG estimates it

“There is a list of peo-

ple waiting to get on with multiple occupancies.”

coltage industrics — once

Lt?lriihnu finished with by zoning the land suit-

This could be achieved

ng and establishing 'ihie for (ha type of de-

gardens,” Mr Garbutl yelonment
said,

“We bought the land, a "I believe that people

failing catile property dre going to scitle on the

which was lying idle.

every cattle farm within
50 km revert to this.

land irrespective of au-
“We would like 1o see thority.

“Therefore the authori-
les have got to come to
“The land is beautiful terms with the fact that

and too fragile for cattle. there are half-a-million

for grazing. This land is

“There are better places FC“F[? living on the scrap
eap in cities with a sense

perfect lor reafforestation of hU}"C|C1‘5"€'5$-

and selective logging.”

that in four years mem- country in small groups, .
bers of Billen Cliffs have and gr

“We say that moving
Mr Garbutt estimated groups of people into the

spent $3.5million in the communities, would be

Lismore community.

building materials, goods

therapeutic and economi-
“They have bought cally sound. . )
“Peaple are looking for

and services and are gen- 2 less complicated life

eraling jobs for teachers,

"We love our technolo-

doctors and others,” he gY. bul only if it is appro-
said, Er::llc There are & num-

Mr Garbutt did not ber of people here who

think commercial-style have computers, televi-
developers had a place in sions and sound systems,
establishing multiple oc- but they are powered by

cupancies,

solar energy.

iven though developers  “1 would think there is

may have had access to room lor all sorts of mul-
loan funds to build roads tiple occupancies

and dams, a mixture of

J two things would stop groups of people with

| them, he said.

common ideas who want
“They may have done to live communally, there

the work, but the people .are other groups who
who move on to these would rather be tenants in
types of developments common, who don't want
want to do that work for to live communally but
themselves, and in the who don't want the trou-
process develop the com- ble and expense attached

munity spirit,” he said.

to subdivisions
“Secondly, the cost of

establishment would be the alternative society for
added to the price of the those people who want to
shares, which would put keep their traditional val-
them out of the reach of ues of land ownership,”

t
1

he people who want to said Mr John Garbutt,
ive this way, “This lifestyle on multi-
"It would be just like ple oceupancies is not be-

moving back into subur- ing explored enough by
bia. You would not know the Government or insti-

| Your neighbours and they tutions to find allernatives
would not have played a (o the chronic housing
part in your decision to shortage.

want to live there,

1
i

“There are many peo-

“It would be impossible ple, not just the unem-
0 move into an area des- ployed, who will never be
gnated for multiple occu-  able to afford a home, let

pancy. alone a piece of land that

a chance to realise a far .them some self-esteem.”

“The council designa- would allow them 1o be
ion would give the farmer self-sufficient or give

B S
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HOUSES to suit the owners: The view of one of the

three valleys that make up Billen Cliffs, where new

builders and established familics establish their lives
in a rural atmosphere,

ABDVE: Mrs Renane
Cormack (left) and her
daughiter-in-law, Julie, in
the general store.
BELOW: Mr John Gar-
butt.

illy building up |

le occupancy experiment

THE DOORSTEP

. . . any time.

Few boats can match the Haines Hunter 6iic — the

perfect way to spend o wight when and where you wish.

Marineland is proud to offer you this Haines complete

with two berthy, Toll kitchen, toilet, !\'Irrrn:iur power
nd trailer, all as new.

?'miw or just laze overnight any time, Only $23,950,
Trade-ins considered.

Marineland

FAWCETT ST., BALLINA — 86 2669
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An Invitation
TO VIEW THE ALL NEW VN

Holden Commodore

TODAY (SEPT. 7)
All day and tonight from 6.30 pm

EVERYBODY WELCOME

Summerland Way
KYOGLE
Phone 32 1711

“There are poing o be |

“There is room within |

Dot. White or bone.

REAL LEATHER!

Shoes that promise you real comfort,
Moulded to give you a perfect fit, styled to

All leather uppe-s, and all for an
unbelievable scoop purchase price.

give you good lcoks.

- AR
Ay Austrahan
- Bicentennial
oy Sponsor

Doreen. White or bone.
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The multipte oeeupaney guestion
split the Lismore community
threatened to become violent in the
late 19705,

Public reaction reached ity high.
est when the city couneil held o
referendum in 1970 1, let the peo-
nle decide their furyre

The residents vated “no’. but the
Stute Government intervened and
Introduced jis Multiple Oceupancy
Code, overriding the council’s ban.

In December 1979 yhe Minister
for the Environment and Plinning,
Mr Paul Lands, introduced g mlﬁ-
tiple occupancy rolicy governing
the establishment of future develop-
ments,

In 1980 the Lismore City Coun-
cil introduced its multiple vecupan-
cy code,

The issue of logging, meanwhile,
had alse helped inflame (e tension
and underlying violence towards
those living in multiple oceupan-
cies.

Those trying 1o stop the logging
of North Cusy rainlorests
came from the multiple necuy
cies which were reparded as ha
for hippies, 1he unemployed,
prolessional protestors

In the sometimes viokent batiles
between the environmentalists
logging companics he | S and
many residents resented (he inter-
Terence and threat of job lnsses,

Regulations

Members of (he farming commpiy-
nity joined the loggers because they
felt mulriple oeeupancies pot pref-
erentinl treatmient

Farmers thowght 11 unfue (ot il
number of dwellings could be byil
on a multiple occupincy while
farmers were rostricied hy council
regulations

Under these resteictions u fyrmer
could not subdivide 4 section of his
land and ger o separate title 1o
build hames ar cottages lor (heir
children, or for reny 1o help reduce
their dependence on g ailing rural
economy

In 1979 (e council accepted the
rurul COMMUNIY'S drpuments and
decided 10 stop further develop-
ments at multiple occupangies,

From then on (he communinics
had 10 lodge development applica-
tions, and als bring up to counci
standards those already built,

They also had 1o contribute 1o
providing services such s roads,

Many in the farming community
thought the council had not gone
far enaugh, They wanted the same
rules applied gerosg the board,
which would have involved the de-
malishing of illegal buildings.

The debate sertled down afier
the intervention of Lhe State Goy-
ernment. The threatened demali-
tions stopped and (he couneil and
the communities sat down to work
out their problems,

e debate now centred on three
issues: The standard of the roads
and services provided 1o 1he mulgi-
ple occupancies by the counci| {and
roads provided by the my Itiple oe-
cupancy for the council), the hous-
ing standards, and (he rating as-
sessments on nultiple “ecipancics,

The council ser about applying
zoning regulations and building
standdrds,

But some communities want 3
more fexibie interpretation of the
Fules.

The rules were Set up o protecy
home buyers from shoddy builiers,
[ 1 .spukcr-nmn For one of (he Lomim-
nities said

The Lismore City Couneil re-
cently lost a court case involving o
multiple oceupancy and building
standards, The builder did not win
to have internal walls, amd the
court sided with him,

iierent lifestyle

The final article in the series
by KEVIN CORCORAN on a
bold social revolution

Since thin decision the Stage
Government has amended its build-
ing code 1o gllow buildings withou
walls where & council leels they are
appropriate,

Lismore City Councjl's chicl
town planner, Mr p Reynders, said
most of (he multiple occupancics
had been ad hoe ribban develop-
ments alopg country roads, bup
there was now o growing trend 1o
watrds the release of estates to cater
for the market.

He said that services such as
roads, water supply, and communi-
cations, soon dropped below aceept-
able levels with ad hog, thinly-dis-
persed rural subdivision.

And the increased costs in servig-
ing rural communities were a heavy
burden on other sections of the
GOy

“When an nrea was y larm, there
were few demunds for better roads,
and roads did not peed te be main-
tamed s Trequently

"As the population has increased
the denindy on infrastructure hyve
inere: and so have the demands
by residenss 1o maintain the infra-
sirucinre

“Onge the minltiple oceupancy iy
fmished, the rogd works become
the praperty af the couneil,

“But the cauncil cannor generate
enongh funds to maintain the roads
Teom rates of fhe properiy.”

Mr Giary Williams, a resident of
the Robb Farm multiple occupancy
{near Lillian Rock), suid the coun-
cils and government had 1o Tinalise
their codes, especially the raling
struetere !

“Councils must strike it rate that
Bencrates chougly muney 1o main-
tin roids psed by people from
multiple Becupncies,” he said

"t most mportantly the State
Guovernment has to decide whether
ar not we exist,” he said

Last February the ALp State
Government eazetled Siate Plan-
ning Contral SEPP |5 Multiple
Uccupancy of Rural | iand which
introduced multiple oceupancy pro-
visions imo all Norgh Coast loca)
Eovernment areas,

Subsequently Mr Dyvig Hay, the
Minister for Planning in the Girei-
ner Giovernment, hys indicited thay
any courncil wishing 1o prepare it
own multiple vecupancy plan may
be exempt fram the State palicy.

He also indicated the Govern-
ment policy on multiple occupan.
CICS I8 under roview

After the Government introduced
its code in 1979 § changed jis
minds twice, and 1ouk away access
W low interest lonns for home by~
crs

Until the State ang Federal G-
ernment niikes up their mind the
lending agencies will pa provide
Tunds

Mr Williams said: "We are not
Irying 1o ereate ryryl ehetlos; we
want houses und should be allowed
ACCess 1o loang like everyone else in
the conmunity,”

Mr Dave Lantbert, # spokesman
for the Rural Resettlement Task-
loree, said multiple occupancies
would rempin g part of the North
Ciast lifestyle,

“There always will he a varjety
of multiple wecupincies, from rel.
Bints  communes 1o those slarted
purely by developers,” he saied

"I'r)rnrl:crui.‘ll-.\r)I'r\' developmens
[‘r-\lmlll'} will not fave o big future
Once share Mrices rise 1o $20,000
they are competing with freehold
lind

“Frechold Lind o ners hoave secy-
Fily of tenure 4 ACCERS to morl-
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Lages und low interest loans thay
are not available 1o multiple occy-
pants.

“Some af the locals thuught mul-
tiple occupancies would not last,

"The membership changes, but
they are all there yngd growing
slowly

"There probably would be 5 s
Per cent turnover of people; nbout
the same for all types of housing,
including renial accommeodation,”

At Billen CIiffs the main coneern
is the battle 1o Ret strata titles,

This is a one-pff development

ranted to overcome legal problems
stween it oand the Lismure City
Coungil,

The ides for the multiple oeey-
paney was foated in 1975, Just as
the le Government was drafting
legislation to deal with them

Billen Cliffs sought 1o give excly-
SIVe use over the land, or some of i,
s that all the benefis of ownership

SUEh a5 access o (he first home
builders® scheme ynd other loans —
would still ap Iy,

The Tinal :ﬂ;.n of the Mulliple
Occupancy Code in 1979 stated
that the land in (he multiple oeey-
maney had w belong 1o 4l the
members

Because Land was divided among
the members Billen Cliffs did not
fit the deseription of 4 multiple oe-
Cupaney, and ways classified as o e
lacto subdivision
After several months pf negotin-

al advice was sought,
d Billen Cliffs was an ille-
gal subdivision.

A spokesmin for Billen Cliffs,
Mr John Garbutr, saj- “"We were
left with two options — we conld
have reverted to g frue commune
where there js ny exclusive use or
boundaries, or push for strata titles,

“We would not have minded be-
LOMINE a commune, but that wils
not why we had bought into Billen
Cliffs,

“The only way we could become
legal without ¢ 2ing was 1o apply
for strata title

ite Government's
¥ code had been

ause of the pressure
from others in (he debate who
would not accepl the argument of
Billen Cliffs,

Pilot scheme

The ALP Government embraced
multiple occupancy, and putl aside
about $1 million 10 establish the
Wadeville project as a pilot scheme
for the Depariment of Housing,

The funds were administered by
the department, g the people wha
were attracted to the praject would
have access 10 low interest povern-
ment loans,

The project’s co-ordinators saw
Wadeville a5 an alternative exam-
ple of low cost government housing
that was more satisfying for its ge-
cupants than tradifional housing
commission homes,

But the Liberal Government de-
cided to wind up the project be-
€ause it was poy appropriate for jt
to be involved and will sell the land

Multiple vecupancies have be-
come a4 way life on e North
Coast, and at least 62 of them ex-
ist, with more development applica-
tions before councils,

No two are alike, and the con-
stant change in people who are
laoking 1o rura) Australia as
place to sertle will ensure that the
Spectrum of  multiple oCCupancies
continues to expand

The North Coast community las
nccepted (e multiple vecupants
through contacl with builders,
plumbers, doctors and lawyers, in
schools, shops and sport
bateriers have been disman.

The
tled,
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They’re far from

My preconceived ideas
were shattered. I had spent
two weeks searching Tor
proofl that the 1960s-style
commune still existed.

I had been looking for a
dilapiduted Tarmhouse
crammed with people
debating the evils of
modern sociely, talking
about restoring  world
peace and  planning
campaigns to save the
lorests.

The debate
but  the dilapidated
farmhouse communcs
have been replaced with
anything from a $50,000
red-brick house to the
most environmentally-
sensitive stone and wood
cotlages.

The commune is dead,
and has been replaced

remains,

with  the multiple
accupancy.
The first thing that

strikes you when visiting a
mulllplc occupancy is Lhe
enthusiasm of the people.
They enjoy showing
visitors around their
homes and projects.
They have the same
ideals as other
Australinns: To own a
house and a Yiccc of land
for a vepetable parden.

The flrst in a weekly serles of artlcles by Northem
Star reporter KEVIN CORCORAN on the bold social

l]nh l]m wanl to gel
away from the rat race of
the city

They resent  being
lubelled as hippies and
dole bludgers and the
claims that they are
locking up the land.

They are no wealthier
or poorer than most, bul
are dedicated to a way of
life that sets them apart

from society's main-
stream.

The communes of the
19605 pave ‘Y Lo
multiple occups .5, and

these became new wave
villages as the people
banded together to create
an  environmentally-
sensitive lifestyle.

During the search |
found a spectrum of
multiple occupancies,
tailored to suit the necds
and aspirations of the
individuals.

They were divided by
how the people worked
with each other, and how
they divided up the land.

Al one end of the
speetrum all the people
decided on what would
happen to the land, met
datly and shared at least
one meal together, which
the members took turns to
cook,

Once a week, after the
meal, they plan their work
for the next week, set
objectives  for the
property, plan buildings,
plant  orchards and
gardens, and decide who
will do what.

At the other end of the
spectrum were a group
who just wanted to live in
the country and saw the
multiple occupancy as a
way of being able to
afford that block of land.

This series examines
the multiple occupancy
spectrum, and the people
who are making it work.

They have not given up
the 20th Century to live
in poverty. They are
trying to make the land
create jobs.

They have not
wholeheartedly rejected
technology, but want
more control over what
technology is  around
them,

Many are living in tents
and caravans while they
build their houses

_Yel nowhere was lI;ch

experlment of mull:p[e occupancy Iwmg

cvuianL of dole bludgers
living off the [lat of
society, The signs of
industry are most evident.

The industries that have
been created in their quest
for jobs range from
pure-bred dairy herds to
muarket pardens and
cottage industries, such as
painters, cobblers, tank
makers and sign writers.

They don’t want to live
in zoos and guard their
privacy, but they feel no
different, and in a lot of
cases are trying to
promote the area and
make it economically
viable.

The multiple occupan-
cies were once regarded as
oddities, and with some
animosity after the
logging debate escalated
into violence.

The protestors who
wanted to stop the logging
of North Coast rainforests
came mainly from the
multiple occupancies, so
they were regarded as
havens for the hippics and
professional protestors.

Their dilferent ideas on
land use, housing styles,
family groups, dress set
the multiple occupants
aparl.

But the North Coast
community has, by and
large, accepted the
multiple occupants
through contact with
builders, plumbers, in
schools, shops, and on the
sporting ficld.

The barriers have been

“dismantled.

The birth of the
multiple occupancy came
about during the 10-day
Aguarius  Festival in
Nimbin in 1973, More
than 10,000  people
descended on the area.

One ol the strongest
ideals to come out of the
lestival was the creation
and  survival of g
sell-suflicient sharing and
caring community.

Many people wanted to
establish o North Coast
base as a working model
for those who wanted to
stay after the festival and
practise the alternative
life-style. What was
known then as the
commune has  been
replaced by the multiple
occupaney.

There are 62 multiple

ey
occupancies in 1I1c Tweed,
Lismore and Kyogle
arcas, and an estimated
20,000 live in allernative
lifestyles across New
South Wales.

. Now a second wave of
scttlers is leaving the
cities to live on multiple
occupancics.

They are bringing with
them new ideas on the use
of technology, farming,
housing, employment,
education, land use and
ownership.

This wave
embraced the original
concepls of communal
living: Building houses
made from reeyeled and
natural materials, sharing
the land to provide food,
reafforestation  and
rejecting technology.

They have adapted and
moulded the ideals to suit
their changing priorities,
and as a result we have a
broad speclrum of
multiple occupancies.

This spectrum covers
what are termed ‘intent-
ional communities’
formed by a proup of
people with a common
bond who want to live
together — 1o those
formed hy people who
merely want access Lo
cheap land and a rural
lifestyle while not
surrendering traditional
rights of privacy and land
use.

In the process new
systems of government,
employment and land use
have been established.
The State Government
legistated in 1980 to allow

has

for multiple occupancies.
It is now developing
standards in areas such as

health, .education and
rouds.

The former ALP
Government started a

pilot program spending
nearly $1.28 million to
investigate multiple
occupancies as public
housing through a
development at Wadeville,
north of Lismore.

The Greiner Govern-
ment in June decided to
wind-up the project and
sell the land.

A multiple occupancy is
loosely defined as a group
of peaple living on a
property, and with equal
rights to that property,

The members buy
shares in a multiple
occupancy  company

which give them the right
to use the property, or
company facilities.

But the definition
changes 1o fit the
prioritics of the people on
various types of multiple
occupancies.

® In some the
individual chooses a house
site, which is approved by
the other members. The
site does not entitle them
o exclusive use of any of
the land, The land is held
in common Lrust.

Most of the activities
on these properties. such
as farming, are the result
of a common interest.

® In others, house sites
are preselected. The
boundaries of the house
site are not fenced.

A sharcholder may
have exclusive use of a
ortion of the land to
uild on and to use for
their own pursuits. Much
uf the land rems
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German migrant Hajo Kremser, has

started a cobbler’s shop. All the equipment he uses
was found rusting in old saddleries or on garbage
dumps.
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the madding crowd...

common trust for the
economic benefit of the
community.

® In yet others the
sharcholder has exclusive
use of a clearly-defined,

fenced block, Little
common land may be
retained. Any industry

that develops is at the
instigation of individual
members.

A side effect has been
the development of new
wave villages, an
Australian version of the
traditional European
village which has a high
degree of community
input for its economic
standing.

The Dharmananda
multiple occupancy, near
The Channon, is one of
the oldest in the area. It
began in 1972, six months
before Aguarius, and the
community has been
established since 1976,

Dharmananda would be
at one end of the multiple
occupancy spectrum.

It is an intentional

community which has as
its objectives being
environmentally sound

and ecologically
harmonious, creating a
sharing and caring
community, and has a
greater commitment to a
spiritual lifestyle than
maost.

Members of the
community have demon-
strated that a close,
communal lifestyle can be
successful.

The 106 ha property
supports 12 adults and
three children.

Although started in the
“expectant atmosphere of
the festival, Dhar-

mananda has changed.
Spokesman Mr Dudley
Leggett said there had
been some movement
away from the original
because of practicality.
Mr Andrew Buchanan,
the founder of the 128 ha
Lillifield multiple
occupancy near Lillian

Rock, said a lot of its
members had been
materially comfortable

but had opted for a better
lifestyle where they felt
more in control.

“They decide what
happens on the land
around them, whether it
will be a farm or a block
of fMats.”

Each family grouping
at Lillifield is responsible
for two hectares. While
there are no fences the
land has been defined on
a map.

All the members are
developing gardens and
industries to decreasc
living costs and gain
employment. They also
are farming 40 ha of
common ground to
provide the multiple
accupancy with an
income.

Lillifield would be in
the middle of the multiple
OCCUPE.T'IC_\' SPECT.I'UTT'I.

At the far end from
Dharmananda are Billen
Cliffs and Robb Farm.

There the land has been
almost subdivided. Each
person  knows their
boundaries and there is no
attempt to form common
industries.

There is room in the
alternative society for
those who want to keep
their traditional values of
land ownership.

The development was
established in 1978 to give
eople access to cheap
and in a rural setting.

They bought shares
that would entitle then to
the exclusive use of their
land, without having to
meet the demands of
those around them.

They were not looking
for a community, but a
nice place to live.

The same could be said
for the Robb Road
community near Nimbin,
except that all the land is
fenced and the occupants
have little to do with each
other apart from being

neighbours. R
The demand for
multiple occupancies

seems to be levelling out,
according to Mr Dave
Lambert, the secretary of

the Rural Resettlement
Task Force.
The task force

represents 36 of the 62
multiple occupancies.

“Reasons  for this
slowdown are the collapse
of the agricultural sector
and the rising price of
land which is passed on in
the price of shares,” said
Mr Lambert.

Ten years ago a person
could buy shares for a
couple of hundred dollars.

Today shares are
around $12.000.

People had high hopes
of making a living from
the land.

“But this has bottomed
out. To make a living
requires  large- -scale,
commercial-type agri-
culture, the use of
equipment, chemical
sprays, time and labour,”
Mr Lambert said.

“Many sull grow their
own food to keep costs
down, but the dream of
self-sufficiency has not
been realised.

“Councils also have
attached expensive
conditions to multiple

occupancies.

“The big debate is over
roads. The council wants
all-weather access roads
while the people would
not mind being cut off
during the wet and may
not want a road to their
front door.”

The downturn in the
rural economy changed

the type of people
attracted to multiple
occupancics.

“The trend 15 towards
middle-aged people who
have saved a nest egg.”
Mr Lambert said.

“When the shares were
$200 it was an affordable
lifestyle. People could
write off that amount on a
chance, or an experi-
ment.”

They have evolved into
a family-type lifestyle
where people tend to have
their own homes and live
separate lives.

The ideal of looking
after the land remains,

and the environmental
concerns are still the
same.

The change in the type
of people has chunged the

public perception of
people on  multiple
occupancies.

“The biggest change is
that they don’t just call
everyone a hippy and
leave it at that.”

NEXT WEEK: Dhar-
mananda, the pace-
setter.

EI FCT RICIAN Rex Woodi‘nrd of L|l||ﬁe|d uses solar panels to power hls
building tools and caravan as he builds his house.




